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THE 8TAGE COACH PERIOD OF WICHITA.

By
FRED A. BOWERS.

The pubdie varvier system thnt peopled thiv valley so mnrvel.
opsly dn Hae vuely sevention was ermde and simple, vonsisting of
velieho of every Kind and chom, drawn by anpoads of igh and
feow dvgree mules, oxen, horses, amd even harrows, o miatedy pod
heterogencomn nuastore of all Kisds sod classes of progde came
with thew, nnd they mingled together without dutinetiog,  The
praseie sebosmer vonters sd the aceart peopde as well as the old.
Tastioned harouele secapants went o vamp fugether on the
sntaborts or eepoded the dimly ot hmed Jane theough the peaivic
atd snntinwers, reegudarly dotted  at astervals with aesslary
bomses, sond ddigmrtied by the oo of Mam steeot, Wielotn, News
wigs fratesuntiad by peweosers gd cael pew areival brought s
Bandyet, whach sturted a seurrying to and Tewosmong the mbinbi
tunts, hilie o praiene dog bewn, ehassg baek amd forth o get sl
tell the latesl news, as there were fio tewapapers here then; so
vatae 1ot diy o pewspuper printed ot Laweenee, Ko, eonvey.
g the atellpgener, as romd oot baad by Unele Heuben Rigps, a
wewly srerived country lnswyer from faraway Hlinots, thal one
Heury Tidale, of Lawrenee, Ko, hmd delermpend toovprect o ostage
stabion w1 the wew fown, gust started, ealled Wichita, way down
ogi e Arfimgeas rver This stution was to beon relay station and
swas fo minindain severnl teams and slage ontiits The stages then
Bng mhbont Humbeddt, Baporias, Port Seott, with severs] that bed
ventnred ps for as Bldorado and Augosts

This tewsn was peeeriemd o ael e snane way the ntiaodmes
went of poswew rathromd conng fo e eity woabd e today oF o
wiekided tersanaly, shopn, ofe. Mo, teme o the item, along in the
sprang vaone M Peerdl, superintemdent of the Tealube averlasd,
with e material amd a vouple of enepenters. Together they
stabed outl syl Jeecsted a sfage barg on s few lols near whers
the Hevored woard sclioo! oose now stands, ey the property of
Prche Waterman,  This loeation Tor a tone beeasme the Babbath
and sdle howr wieevn Yor ettizems and peweomers to viat whilse
i process of constroetion, and when e oeenpation and stage
rotedt cepaiponent wis beysg added, 1 then was as absorbiog und




456 HISTORY OF SEDGWICKR COUNTY

Iooked upon with nelt the smme dnferest thaf vy cdiienn of

today visit and view the constraetion of the Beaven Thnbbmg,
the Sehweiter Building, ve U Forwn, the offert s vl ostate
inflation was also the same, only 08 sansge degrer, for ownees of
lots in the vieinity of the stage stables sliffened o prones, sl
every oue was, a8 today, g unit in predections as o the fatare
growth and groatness of Wielita,  But fo go baeh Gooonir salgeet
—tho kind and eharvactor of the earlivr veliehes sl b by
emigrants, Fiest came, with the estabhishuwent of the pubde ear
vier system, the oldofashioned twoanmle " erkie,”" o thauy sbout
a8 comlortable to ride in ax a fobueeo hogshead far a toboggan,
volled down o rough hill; this kind of veliels geemed constraeted
to teach diffienlt nerobatic Teats, and it was soon discoversd that
the strong-ribbed vool wug of 8 neeessity to keep the posscngers
from being shot up nud out over the sides, thas entathng upon
the stage company muonerous suits for demsges to ife amd laah,
A Frank Todd was the driver of one of these gerbies,” amd
his boyish, devil-muyscare spivit seenwed b take dehight 1 by
the passengers he eurricd a8 wneomfortabile as grosible, e
would husband the resourees of tHue ulew, wo to speenk, antil b
came to an unusunlly rough, voelorilibed or wallowesd romd, then
he would put the “hud' to tua, and the way e geghiae
would flounder, grate, raise up und dip aud sidv toss, turn spmide
down and churn the passengers wis sinply nwrdnupiring . s vell
and protest frour passengers inside, some in theep bns ot des,
others in the hysterieal werenmus of wonmen sl elubdeen, wope
lost in the whirl, smash wnd resonnnd whaek of te whig, srd the
loud-mouthed pretended “whons' of the deiver, whe i renlity
was making no effort to restenin o, Tor thst wun s part uf
the program. There were two of thewe hell roneeived eutvey
ances called ““Jorkios.”  They were routed from Fanporia wl
!ntur from Cotlonwood ¥alls, ax the Sunta e Hnilrond Hept bagihd
mg west toward Newton,  The deivir of Nu, 2 Caerkie” was n
round-faced, star-booted, upronsious **litthe periwanble”” wh
was alferward killed in some kind of o feaens Bedgwiel Uiy
he was wsually accompuried in his dyive from e unmhu‘;w,
seatod alongside of him, by u dirty-fumesd Litthe et bobiber seli
was algo tlu': possessor of the anly elurinet within u huwdred wiles
around, which he kept ansidupusly blowing un minor heysn with
& flat samencss that emitted o fn-du-lad-faclon from the sunorons

department of the elarinet, whiel, besides hevulding the uppronch
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of the stage From several wiles away, brought the sparsely settled
community into the solitary street to wateh the incoming stage,
{o note the aveivals and learn the news, and to eluster about the
three stopping places-—he Munger House, Martin’s restaurant
or the Allen boardiug-house, located near the corner of Third
and Main streets,

After the “Jorkies™ were pushed west, the old-fushionoed over-
laand conches vmne into use, having heen displaced by the huild.
ing fur west of the Unjon Paeifie Railvoad. Some of those voaehues
were peelad with bullets and gouged with nrrows, reminiscences
of Indian fights, ights and warrow eseapes.  Their drivers were
heroes of suel esenpades and were gentlemen of eloth, arrayed
in whining top hoots, big pearl buttons and broad-brimmed som-
breros, & belt and two revolvers. Dan Parks, our oldest police-
man, was i driver of oue of those Pullinan conches--Pullman comn-
puared to the “jerkie.” Dan wmade the deive from Augusta, while
Bill Brooks, one of the historieal deivers, who had rustled with
Indians and drawbacks from a hoy, drove From Bmporia, Cot-
tonwoond Falls aned Eldorndo, s pride was to delivee the mail,
Indinng or no Indinns, high waler or Qoods; so on several oeene
sions arriving st the enst bank of Chisholm ereek, ot Central
avente now, where the erossing was—Chisholm was then quite
woriver herey on several oveasjons the water was out of its banks,
nud Chisholng ereek reachied to where the high sehool now stands,
Bill, on sueh oveasions, would dinnp his passengees with Dan
Haoover, whose elaim house was on the east side of Chisholm, near
the hills; he would then unhiteh the lead hovses, fasten the mail
on one horse, wount the other nod switg the wail into the hamlet,
Bill was o desperado as well as oo stage deiver, Tle was killed
nfterward in a pistol duel near Eldorado or Cottonwoud Falls,
In the wmeantime, by stage, praivie schoouer, Preight wagon, he-
sides divers and sundrey conveyunees, Wiehita grew to be quite a
smart village,  With the voapid changes came the railrond, built
from Newton down to Wiehita by the A, T, & S, 1 R R, in May,
TR7TS; thus was displayed the old stage conceh mode of travel,
whilee eivilization began to erowd out many of the endeared
objucts of ploneer Hle, leaving for o time o heart-redened sense
nkin to pain, Sueh feeling was generated in the pioneer hosom
in the sad day and the hour the old-ime stage drivers threw
thueir Jong whiplush over the leaders for a final departure, with a
regal smile and u foss of theiv somwhreros voleing baek o long fure-
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well, they disappeared over the praivie swell, seeking their wew
gtations farther west—rad A Sowers,

THEATERS IN WICHITA.

The New Auditorium, 157 S, Feaneis nvenue ;. sealung vapae
ity, 1,800; J. A, Wolle, manager,

Crawford Theater. 201205 Nouth Topeka avenue, BT Mart
ling, manager,

Elite Theater, 109 Iast Douglas: seating eapueily, 401,
1AL Beal, managoer,

Marple Theater. 121 ISust Duonglas ayvenue; sesting snpuriy,
6505 W, T Marple, manager,

The Novelty Theater, 108 [Hust Dowglus uvenue; Frank tap
rety, proprictor,

Orpheum Theater (vaudeville). TILEN North Topeka gve
nue; Mres, Mary Waterbury, propreivtor; B G Obion, smaasger,

The Princess Theater (vaudeville). 110 South Lawrenwy pue
nue; seating capaeity, 1,000 T, M, Millee, ninnasger,

Yale Theater, 504 last Donglus aveane s viamdevitle masl mny
ing pletures; seating eapaeity, 3580 Pells & Humilton, mauspers,

“IDA MAY' A VIOTIM OF COWBOY SPORT.

Murray Myers, election commissioner, telln n wlory alnnt the
tine when n lot of cowboys “shot up® the house uf * Tda May,"
a chavacter of the early days in Wiehitn,  Although © Tda May®
was not hy any menus as modest wied wmoral s ey name might
lead one to judge, she wan quite o Gguee of e time, sl she
oceupied the lnrgest huilding on Main steevt,  Mhis buibling was
at the corner of Eighth wnd Main, and hd Ween bt by Morgan
Cox and & man nawed Creen, whe gold it to the winnan, ' At B
per one night some of us henrd that o hanel of cowhioys wors
going 1o have a Litle fun st *hda Muy's," s we slipgoed out
around toward the viver and sneaked up s e to e T
as we thought was safe,” said Mre. Myers, “ Peosently we siw
the cowhoys coming on horseliek,  There were alvat forty of
them and they weve viding like mad up Muin wlireet, which in
places was not el more than u eowpath, They surroundid the
house and then the fun eommeneed,  Phe boys were eareful tn
shoot high at first, 50 no one would bie b, vy volley wis
Tollowed by a series of sevenms that coubl b eaed dintinetly by
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those of us who were lying hidden far enough away to be safe,
Those fellows cireled about that house and fired into it nearly
an hour, and when they quit and rode away there was not a whole
window or door in the building. It was suid that at the fivst vol-
Tey all the imnates of the place lay down on the floor and in this
manner eseaped injury from the Hying hullets,”

THE FUEL PROBLEM PERPLEXED PIONEERS.

“The problem of fuel to supply the needs of the settlers in

this county wuas one of the most perplexing that they had
to fnee,”” deelares 15 AL Dorsey, city treasurer,  “This was
especinlly true of theose who settled in the western portion of
the county.  There being no timber and no conl on sale west of
Wiehita, the settlers wore often foreed to adopt dire expedients
Lo prevent suffering in their families. Muel of the corn raised in
1871 anud TRTE was burned, settlors having demonsgtreated to their
satinfaetion that the corn on the market, after hauling, would
nol purehase coal cuough to make equal heat. Cornstalks and
sunflowers were common fuel for summer use, but the great
stand-by for winter was bulfulo ehips, ealled by the Trish settlors
Kansas peats.”  When dry, these wade an intense heat, and for
uke in the open camplive were superior to wood.  There was one
drawhack to their use in stoves, however,  The odor from the
smoke permeated every part of the house, This peeulinrity of
the fuel oceasioned one custom altogether unique. Tn the event
that o member of the fwuily was away from home at night,
instead of placing a lght in the window for his guidanee home,
a fre was started in the stove and the smoke gave the wanderer
unfailing gaidance from any point of the compass, One friend
of mine, with particularly aeute sense of smell; used to declare
that he could smell the smolke from his chimney a mile agninst
the strongest Kansas wind, "’

FARMERS BROUGHT WHEAT MANY MILES TO WICHITA.

J01 Tlolmes, now in the restaurant hasiness on North Main,
was one of the real pioneers of Wichita, e came here in 1870,
amd remembers the days when Wichita, though a small town, was
the center of trade for the farmers to u distanee of sixty miles op
more.  These farmers, with their ox teams generally, but with
an occeasional horse or mule teany, hauled all their wheat to Wich-

cou
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ita, and Mr. Holmes says he has seen hundreds of these loads of
wheat standing in line waiting to be weighed. There were at that
time five sets of wheat seales in the vicinity of the Santa Fe,
which was the only railroad, and it took three policemen
during the wheat hauling season to keep the men in line

and prevent them from fighting to get ahead of one an-
~ other. Mr. Holmes says he has also seen dozens of wagon loads
of buffalo and cattle bones waiting to be weighed in much
the same manner as the wheat wagons, many farmers who had no
wheat to sell being driven to the necessity of gathering up the
bones that were scattered over the prairies and hauling them to
town to sell.

'SEDGWICK HOME LUMBER HAULED FROM EMPORIA.

““I remember very well the day when the teams started from
Wichita to Emporia after the lumber that was used in the build-
ing of what is now the ‘Sedgwick Home,’ ** said Cyrus Sullivan,
a pioneer, now engaged in the real estate business here. ‘It was
one day in April, about the 20th, 1870, I think, when ‘Billy’ Greif-
fenstein started the teams off after the lumber for what was to

be the finest dwelling in Wichita for several years. Up to that -

time most of the Iumber that had been used in Wichita was cot-
tonwood, sawed at some of the mills along the creeks or rivers
near town, and this action of Mr. Greiffenstein’s in sending away
for pine lumber to build a house was regarded as an evidence of
his wealth and importance in the community.”” Greiffenstein,
who was afterward mayor of the town three or four terms, lived
in the house several years, and it was finally bought by the city.
About a year and a half ago it was given.to the Associate Chari-
ties of the town to be used as a home for indigent persons.

THE TREND OF BUSINESS.

By
LINDLEY BOYD.
I have been a real estate dealer for many years in this and

other states. For several years past I have carefully watched
the trend of business in Wichita. For many years Main street
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seemed to be the principal north and south street; the building
of the Missouri Pacific depot near Second street and the building
of the court house in its present location seemed to fix business
in this way; later on came the building of the Missouri Pacific
depot on West Douglas avenue, the city hall, the government
postoffice, the Beacon Building, the Eagle Building, all south of
Douglas avenue, has materially changed business in Wichita. In
addition to this, Market street is rapidly building up in the blocks
on each side of Douglas avenue; such also is the case with Law-
rencg, Emporia, St. Francis and other streets each side of the
avenue on the north and south, but the building of the Smyth
Block, oceupied by the large dry goods firm of George Inness &
Co., marked a distinet movement to the eastward in the business
life of Wichita.

It must be recalled also that all of the railway depots except
the Missouri Pacific are on the east part of Douglas avenue and
on the south side of said street. In addition to this, four theaters

- and a new one just building are on the south side of Douglas

avenue or south of the avenue. All of these things have given
a strong trend of business to the eastward, and have entirely
changed the character of the south side of Douglas avenue. The
time was when the north side of Douglas avenue had the most
travel and the most business. All that is changed, and the princi-
pal travel at this time is upon the south side of Douglas avenue.
The old-timers of the town have abandoned the idea that the town
should revolve for all time to come around the cormer of Main
and Douglas avenue.

SEDGWICK COUNTY PAYS ITS FULL SHARE OF TAXES.

There are 105 counties in the State of Kansas, and they are
worth, at a very conservative estimate, $2,750,000,000; of that
amount, Sedgwick county furnishes $108,000,000, which is about
one-twenty-fifth of the valuation of the state.

Sedgwick county certainly stands for its full share of state
taxes.  The valuation of the entire state for taxable purposes is
about $2,750,000. The rate is one mill, which makes the state tax
$2,750,000, of which Sedgwick county pays $108,000. Thus this
county pays one-twenty-fifth of the entire state tax. It possesses
one-twenty-fifth of the taxable wealth of the state.

There are 105 counties in the state. Wyandotte is the only
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one which puys more than Sedgwick, nud i waluslwn eaevodas
owrs by less tha $2,000,000, The vist wenlth vonderad there o
the packing houses, stock yurds aud radbway termiusks gnet w Il
more than offsets our Tead in real estate values,

Phe farm londs of Sedgwick eounty whicl vegeesnt mebond
util woalth are worth double Hse af Wyatelatte, gl vty oty
are (uite as viduable heee as Uwae, Toimbivebead proqeerty apoen
which taxes are paid, Sedgwick Teads the state

Wichita, which, next to Kunsas Uity, Bag, guass Hhee sast by
the state treasury, smd meets onedwenty 8k ol the vntire cs,
ponse of siate government, has not o single stabe anshitnt s Thae
metropolis of Kansas baw developunl withont e and of state
money, even in deiblets, Kams Uity gets baek, e the solond for
the blind, part, if not all, it peys the state, Topeba realizen o
gtate money paid oul Tor loeal purposes several fooes as ek s
it pays i U has the insnne asylon, the veforne seliond for Togs,
and all the state offieers, mearly, live there and esgend thr
salurios thoere,

Atehison s the Soldive® Orphans’ Home, Lenvenworth o
¢lose enough to Lansing to gt baek from He pemtentiary sl
ings as muedt ag it pays the state; Lawrenes s e soat of the e
versity, where Lo tines 105 taX I8 spent,  Bmporin hae an eajes.
sive novinal sehool, wad other eitien ke Manbattan, Hulebannon,
Parsons, Dodge City, Windiell, Osnwatonie snd Bebot get bk
more than they pay in, bul not one eent eoes haek to Waelats
Our senptor and vepresentatives lepve mope than ther sslaries in
Topeka, ko we may say truthfully that we do not get back o prany
of thoe $108,000 puid to the stute,

In this conneetion it may be objeeted tat the dustrnt gudge
and the court stenographer peeeive thede pay elerks froa Togeka
It ds true all over the state st judges aee pant from Popela,
beenuse it frequently happens that sae judge presides moseseral
countios, and it would he vubarrassing both o the pedees and
the counties 1o have to figure out the preapiee padm eaeds slombd pay

It s true that the legislatiuee o spproprdated $0 G several
Wichita hospituls and charitios, bt this ix becnsse thome st it
tions are open to all. Residents of other suuntios, strambed Jivre,
taken i1l heye, find refuge in these sided fustitutions, sl every
year they give service Lo more state wawds, oe porsegin that the
state usually cares for, than the muount appeoprintn

Until the new census s published, it will e ugrosibde to gt
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a direet ratio between the population of this county and vity and
the state, but it is probable that the ratio will be not less than
one-twenty-filth, and it may he one-twenty-third, But from any
standpoint it is elear that Sedgwick county and Wichita deserve
consideration at the hands of the state, when it is considered that
for years this community has contnined nearly 5 per cent of the
population and has paid 4 per cent of the state taxes and never
received hack haedly a penmy of it.

THE WICHTTA HORSE MARKET,

AllL of the oldtimers of the vounty will reeall the old-time
horse market o Wichita on West Douglas avenue,  This market
extends from Water street to the bridge across the Arkansas
river, It was here that we heard that old resonant Howler, <4Old
Four Kyes,”' plying his daily avoeation and selling horses and
mules at avetion. Here nlso was Bill Bilderback and Joo Figher,
Fatty Lovwson, Barney Levi, amd many others,  Tere also at o
Inter date enme Unede Jinsmy Benner, whose steatorian {ones siill
witde the echoes of the streot. Harrvy T, afterwurds known
as Oklahoma Havery Hill, and the Morgan brothers, kept foed and
sulow stables on West Douglasy avenue, and from the carliest his-
tory of this loeality the west end of Donglas avenue hag heen a
market devoted to the sule of hovses, mudes and other live stoek.
[Tere also in an early day was the favorite stamping ground of
Doe Bluek, w frontier character in Wichita, Most of these men
have passed over, They have gone and the new-comoers of o later
day know them noty hut the old-timers reeall them as the web and
wool of a frontier period fast passing away in Wichita~Editor.

SAS PE RO BEY

Cront Bemed ¢
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