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THE HISTORY OF
SEDGWICK COUNTY, KANSAS
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iv INTRODUCTION

and a keen interest in relating the experiences of those pperehild
days. The stories of these pioncers form an incispensahle g
one of the most interesting parts of the present work,  ‘Phey
possess also the additional value of anthenticity,  'I'here  is
nothing of legend or tradition about their napratives. They nre
the plain, wnvarnished tules of mon and wonten, who bore the
heat and burden of those days of trying endeavor, who ondured
almost ineredible hardships, who never lost faith in the futiace
greatness of their ity and county, and meany of whomn still Hve
to exult in ifs heauty and progress and to prophesy that {he
astonnding development of today is but the forerunner of still
greater things to come,

And who shall venture to assert that they are not right aned
Justified in these predietions? Marvelous a8 have been the devels
opments of the past, what finite mind will set the harrier at whieh
progress shall cease? The commerce which has made Wichita
the greatest shipping point in the Southwoest will not dwindle
as the years pass. The wealth of the inconceivable vichnms of
the soil in Kansas, and Sedgwick county in purtieudar, will con.
tinue, for ages to come, to pour w flood of rieches throngh {his
natural gateway. The thousauds of peres of the elhiojeest e
ing lands in the world which the county possesses will in 1irme
form the homes of many hundreds of thousands of peaple, all
of whom will contribute their moiety to the progress of he
city of Wichita, The great Southwest will, yonr by year, send
an ever inereasing stream of ity varied produets to the eity, there
to be distributed to the markets of the world, The Howd of
commeree between the Orient and the Iiast which will grow
by leaps and hounds in the Tuture, will always seck the eita,
beeause of its unrivalled transportation facilitics, The unparal.
leled advantages whieh the city has to offer for mpifaeturin g
will in time make it one of the great industrial eommunitios of
the West. Ilere ave gll the essential conditions for the buildinge
of a great city, and with thom nothing cun stop ity future growth
and progress,

When Wichita, sprang into heing forty yoears ago, it was the
only settlement in Sedgwick county. Today there are n seore
of more of villages within & rading of twenty-ive miles of the
city, and thig development of the county is no less murvelots
than that of the eity, These cities ave a part of the exploitation
of the agrieultural resourees of the county, hut they are not
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