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PREFACE.

Wr are about to write what nobody reads—a Preface. Did you
evor, kind roender, sco a young mamms in all the flutter a,ncl anxiety
of adorning hor “Jatest production for its fivst appearance upon
some public promenade? fur if you have, you may the more fully
apprecmte our tr epul&tlou in sending this youngster, all unattended,
into the world, to court the smiles of those crabbed old fellows, the
eritics, and win, if wo ba lucky, its “little meed of fame,” from that
no less difficult olass to please— our readers.” But to carry out the
simile, let us suppose the “infunt phenmnenon " aforesmd—not ours
but the anxious mamma’s—to be ugly by nature—in short, as peewah
ﬂqnallmg, ill-behaved, and unbearable a,bmt ns ever pulle( “gmnd
pa's? hair or sereamed Iustily aftor 1111(1n1ght--—-to how great an
extont then are our young matr ons perplemues increased as she “: fussas
and fixes,” scolds “nurse” and soothes “baby;" and where, lot s afsk
will you find a more 111—temperec1 or nn,tumlly repu]swe ofrzgmwl pro-
duction than this very unpromising offspring of Pro-Slavery and
Free Soil, which we are about to exhibit under the somewhat hack-
neyed title of “The War in Kansas.” Yet though the words fall
wearily, like a thrice-told tfale, upon your ear, we flatter ourself
that there are some new truths fo be found upon these pages, for
there is an inner life in all great events—and who shall doubt the
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celebrity of the Wakevusn Wardwan underscnrrent of adventure nnd
chavacter, and it is in s tide that we have preferred to goaewhnls
ing for sueh incidents ag appenred Jikely to he numt interesting to
tho reader,

Nor ean wo ehavigo onrsell with negleeting those vy fmportant
ovonta-——with the eauses which Jond thevoto--that Tive been Innls
marks in tho progress of this much-trlked=of emapnipn, Oh, no; wy
havo done our duty by the * Gradgeinds ™ in weiting up the fieets
a8 wo present them to yow, in tho shape of s Excelloney
Governor Bhavnon’s statement on the one side, and that of the
Froo Soil leader, Mujor-Genernl Kobinson, upon the other, witle all
such docwmoents as may seem necessury to o fall understanding of’ Uthe
samo, S0 having been thus faithiful to tho substanticl of the war,
by putting in such Zoary Hloeks as these, we hinve ventured to rolinve
the stornmoess of the whole by the Lighter, yot no loss trathful, adorns
ments of *Bquire Portly and his dame,” “our friend Mn,]m* Rt
rod,” “tho ITard Shell Baptist Prmvlmr T Deacon Graves,” nnd
“01{1 Man Rhiymer,” for whoso pcmlm* cceentricitivs we wonld
rogpectiully refer you to tho chapters of this hook,

, And ng o finale to our Preface, woe essuroe tho render that wo
are upon neither side of this unliappy quarrel, between those who,
united as they are by ono common bond of national brotherhood,
ought to ho the best of friends, On the contrary, wo lave gun*:l
upon the Kansas diflienlties as tho old lady did when she put on her
spootacles to seo her husband fight tho bear-~on which veeasion (to
quote from that venorable woman’s narrative of the combat jnst
alluded to), “she allowed sometimoes that shed deather see thar ol
man whip, and then agin she felt for thar har; hut, himeby, when
they wor a goin’ it strong, she didn’t bother muel ahout it, till
toward thar last, an thon it jest scomod ag of she didi't kenr o tlt_,zru,
which licked so long as sho sced thar fight,”
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