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PREFACE.

%N oflering this book to the publie, T hardly feel that any
apology is due from me, and yeb the reason for ity prep-

aration should perhaps he given. Tho animating motive
of the work was s desire that tho carly history of the city of
Popela might ho preserved in verfeet trathfulness—a degive
which sympathetic fiends will cortainly not censure me for
ontertaining,

In matters which more especially pertain to Shawnee
county, I feel rather to consure myself for not giving many
facts and incidents omittod, but which fn the future will he
of eomsiderable Tocal intorest,

Considarable spaee i givon to purely State history, o thing
quite foreipn to the original design of the book, and which,
in view of the comprehensive work by the State Historieal
HRoclety, that the community is anxiously awaiting, would
1ot have heen tonehed upon at all, had it not been go inti-
mutaly connectod with o history of Topeka that it bocame
necessary to do so.

Some ovents narrated will seem trivia now, hut in the
future their interest will he in the vatio that tine past bears
to the date of their ocenrrence. Contemporary observors
will notico crrors, of course, hut hoping that none of fmport-
anee have been committed, T ean only romind the readoer
that it is human to err, and that it is divine to forgive.

Thoe frontispiceo 18 from an ofl painting for the anthor by
ITenry Worrall, in 1870, T hud prepared a wkateh and sub-
mitted it for approval to oarly associates. Trom that M.
Worrall produced the very satisluctory painting-—18x26
inches—-now in my possession. It is o true representation
of thoe original eabin and ity surroundings, as they existed
during the winter of 1554-5, to the most minute detail. The
repregontation of o quartor of bee!’ may be taken as o symbol
of the sbundance that Topekans have always enjoyed, and
Berve as & reminder to the founders of the disturbance of
their slambers by the howling wolves.

Vory respoctfully, F. W, GILES,




