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PREFACE.

)

find veaders, it may be inter
esting to them to konw that it was written entirely at night, after tl e
writer had finished z\ hard day’s work as editor and publisher of a s
ing newspupe T do not think a line of it was written while flw
SN vining, but in almost every chapter theve are rec collections of th
i t bell.
:.\ o oue can p
A bhundred tim

Should “The Story of a

ibly find move fault with it than T have found myself,
I hiave been onthe pmnf of burning the manuseript, and

never wm\m;u' Cagain: for T was always tired while working at it, and
m alw dis o after (rmcludmﬂ an evening’s work. T offer lh 3
o general apology for its many ¢ g, aud can only hope i
e t deserves.
2 : we that when I began the story I had some sort of an idea that 1
E{q ‘ might he able to write an acceptable work of fiction, hnt i have changed
i | it 50 often, and worried about it so much, that at its ston T have no
o ! idea whether it is very l».nl or unl\ nuhﬁownt [‘ .‘I
i had som

work, ¢
now that L. am .\m'd},
11 it prove a suce
opinion of my own
Tor several vears T have felt that Twould like on opport
a lareer nudience than my newspaper's civculation a
that Tam very timid about it, and worry a great ¢ w fe
will not he favorable, ;(;ntlvmlm wha once l(ml\cwl over aportion of
manugeript said his fiest mpression wag that it was the worle of a tired
nan, mn:'l Hmi, Lllp m:ll. wrwl to dmg hige zmlv in making the words, 1
C that they will say I should
s attempting The reason 1
diel not do this was tlmt [lunl nmmm(h ¢ in ey ability to become an ac-
eptable histovian of a eountry town, thevef 1 haeder than I
diould during the day, and went wearil;
Should inguiry be made as to wi th iy pm‘t of Hl(*\t“l'\ is true, 1
could only reply that ¥ have never known a man or woman who xlul not
furnish some huggcatmn ov iden in the construction of the book, as T have
never Hved in a town that did not afford some material for the description
of Twin Mounds. T meet Jo Brrir y day, and requently learl them

rll‘ of mm(mu;ﬁ my ju
or o failure, T shall not be surprised, lm' l huve 0o
o the subject.

have AR
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up to denounce their pavticular Clinton Bragg; T have koown several
Tolin Westloeks, and T am adeaid that Mateel Sheplierds are more nuer-
ous than is desirable. T have known teoops of Mrs, John Westlecks, for io
the country where T was brought up atl the women were pale, tindd, and
overworked ; [ hope that Agnes Deming can be duplicated in every come-
munity, and [ believe that Big: Adams are nuerous everywhore, hint f
st confess that L never knew but one Little Biggs, though his wile may
be seen hurrying out of the way, shiould you decide tolook toe her, inevery
third or fourth house.

[ liope there will be general sympathy for Jo Feeivg. Teoweiting the
history of this creature of my tancy, I have almost come to beliove that 1
have an anele of that name, and that he Hvedand died as T have narrated,
Sometimes 1T think of hinowandering o the cave, erving “Help ! Help ! 1
an lost ! and his voicee is very pitifal and distressed, At other tines
Le Loy come into my oo, and sat beside we as D weote, and ©eonld
hear his tears falling tn little plashes on the Boor. T have been with L
to the cove on a stormy night, and heard the beginning of the fesy ssveet
chords of musie he deseribes, ut which were immedindely broken into by
the furious uproar of devils; sometiwes [ think [ have found b da
every-duy life, and that he i still Heteniog at uight ta the horeithle noise
of his skeleton, I some one should conless to e that he s o Tirring
in every particular exeept that when the keepee of the Twin Moands jail
gave him opportunity, e ran away, 1 heliove Twould be his feiend.

T our part of the country theve was o steange man aswering to the
description of Damon Barker, and T often visited hinowhen o hoy, but he
lived in a hovel an the praivie, swhich was divty beyond description. He
had boxes (led with strange wearing apparel, and hrass pistols without ;
number, and he told me stovies; bat he ron o nueseey lostead of o will,
though T have heard that he had g sigter. T originally intended to monke
these two central figures fu the story, but Jo Beeing wandered into my
mind, and T am afeaid T lave mode sad work of Lo,

I, W, L ‘!
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