CHAPTER XXXVIIL .

% What, we have many goodly days to see,
The liquid drops of tears that we have shed,
Shall come again, transformed to orient pearl,
Advantaging their loan with interest,
Ofttimes with double gain of happiness.”
—Shakespeare,

John Alden’s release from the prison camp at Lecompfon
was the first faint glimmering of the light which heralded
the dawning of a brighter day. .

He joined Gen. Hale’s army of defence and retaliation,
but the long marches, the sanguinary skirmishes, the star-
vation rations, the weary nights with the bare earth for a.
resting place, which, with his brave comrades, he endured
through the autumn and early winter, were but as the mists of
the morning, soon dissipated by the glorious sun of conquered
peace. Many a time, when faint with hunger, suffering with
cold, fatigued in body and depressed in miind with the con-
sciousness that their families were lacking care, they were
almost constrained to give up the contest, and, folding their
tents, depart northward; but a few eloquent words from
Hale always brought them to their feet, and with the cry of,
«Free Kansas forever!” they rose with renewed zeal to the
conflict. Hale.was the motive power, and Gov. Rulison
the balance-wheel, and under their guidance and direction
the bark of State was safely guided o'er the rapids, and
went foating out on the broad sea of prosperity. * By a
wise alternation of self-control and determined resistance,
the fires of contention were smoldered, a sudden and violent
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exphion prevented, el Hectieree mder-current of opposing
clements furned backwand o fiad, at o bter dav, & more
lepithmuate ontdet, '

Arv the witter vame ony el bostile Ineneaons beeame lesy
frequent, the Free Snate nen vetived to their Tuoimes retaining
an cu‘-fg.'\nia:\tinm fsrver, and rendy booapving at a moment’s
warning agtine boares,

) thiat dong mand bl wintes!

O thit endd sead eesel winter ™
the remembrance of whieh el oake the stouatest heart
guail, Driseseate aned Bnine stadked ke graunt, grim specters,
thromgh the Territoey, Meny worn ot by the toils of de.
fence, prevented thereby from making a proper provision for
their Gunilies; wnd women, whose brave senls had endured
thee bt of sunaner amd the feds of atamn, pedlaps on o
diet of green vor growsd by luoel, were anable to withstand
the eold Blasta of winter, whivh penetruted every crevice of
their wnpliedered caldus, and now Lay on Deds of sickness
without strengrth to prepave amd make available, the supplies
sent by geverows friemwd i the Notl,

Aby it was an eesy thingg, fvom beds ott down o homes
of huxury, to ceho baek the ery 8 No more slave States!” bat
the ey pionesrs of Kansas with the trae spivit of devotion,
enst thiemselver before the iron wheels of the gweeat Juggrernaut
of appression, and with their pwa stout arms stuyed his one
ward march,

o ;I‘vt::lsxy of Agnes Lanetry in her hereavement had heen

« Give me work ! that T oy have wo time ta look hack
upon the joys of the pusty, av forward over the long dreary
path which stretehes anp Bleak wnd lonely into the future”

This winter encompassed her with apportanities,  In for-
gretfulness of selfy and in alleviation of the woes of othiers, she
found n most salutary narcotic for her own grief,  Many a
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mother had cause to hless the sweet, sad face, whose presence
at her bedside brought back the ebbing tide of hope, and re-
called the vanishing resolution so necessary to recovery. With
her own hands she gently bathed the fevered brow, prepared
the food to tempt the feeble appetite, and fitted the clothing
to the necessities of the halfclad little ones. With rare good
judgment she managed the supplies sent to her hand, that
there should be no waste, and that the utmost benefit might
be derived from them.

Nor were her ministrations confined to Free State people
alone, but, like their gentle dew from heaven, were showered
upon the sick and suffering of all parties and sections,
with equal graciousness, '

Occasionally, during the course of these labors, she came

“in contact with Roderick Delaney, engaged in a like work of

Christian charity. Especially was he concerned for those
whom his own persuasions had induced to emigrate, and
whom he found entirely unable to adjust themselves to the
requirements of their new environment. Unaccustomed as
they were to the rigors of a severe climate, and prevented by
the slothful habits of procrastination, as well as by the political
troubles, from making a proper provision for the winter, he
found them quite a burden upon his hands, a willing burden
many of them, without the least sense of the unmanliness
of dependence.

Then too, their habits of improvidence were such, that it
was almost impossible to keep them provided for.

« With your people,” said he to Agnes one day, “a little
goes a great ways. Give them a certain amount of good
food, and they immediately calculate how many days it may
be made to last by the addition of such coarser material as they
have at hand; but let me give our folks a supply, and they at
once proceed to ‘eat, drink and be merry, with as much
extravagance, as if they had tnlimited resources at com-

COUNTY COMMU
Pyl

Great G




A48 THE SUEATTER SOVERBIGN,

wamb, [ vannot dmpress upen them the  necessity  of
ceonoimy,

@Y o et bave patienee with themy" said Agmes; < that
Jessony vespuives yeas of line upon line, ael precept upon
I')!'m:cpt"”

Al then, an the spring came ony with all the joyous
awakenitg of nature from hey ddumbers, w the viver was un-
locked from dvy chatins, ad the e ereekosavept by with
geuvgrlingy sound, and e binds canie agzin with merry songs
to winrble i the branches thvoggh which the uprising sap was
eoursitigy with new lite, wind bursting torth in tiny leaves and
Dudsy tie Pree State men gnain cosayed e won sistenance
aid presperity from the snil, Then Readerick Delaney cume
anee mave t Agrnes with troubled beow,

AW hat slull T ddo with these people ' said heo ¢ While
the wise aned aetive haee already ennguerad all ditficulties by
during to attenpt thea, they shvink at the thomgrht of taily wul
st buwkinge in the sumbiine, s free fron cive s it they had
never knowit o winter’s colide 1 wish they coulid imbibe even
w sl portion of the inlustey which s adroad in the wir”

a1 think,” Aynes vephied thowghttully, «that example
would be better than precept.”?

WiWell, they have enongh of that, Pme sre, Thure are
extmples on every side of them, but Hiey will ot seey they
will ot heed ™

@ Al yes? said she, @ But Dmean thg 35 you were 10
gettle down oy them yonelfy, il endeavor to develop
the agricultural interests of the country, it might hve o oot
effect,  We nre more willing to tike lessons fram our friends
than from our enemies, md your people, to put it in its mild-
gst form, have no affiction for, and no desive to imitate ws in
any way.  But they would with aluerity, tdo s Coaptain
Delaney does.”

Roderick shook his head. * You e o hard taskmuster,
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Mrs. Langtry, and- if I succeeded no better in carrying out this
last suggestion, than I did in the work you bade me attempt
nearly two years ago, would it be worth while to try the ex-
periment '}

. “If we do the work set before us with our might, Mr,
Delaney, it is all that is asked of us, We may not live to see
the result, we may not measure its benefits,” and here her
eyes filled with tears, « but the world will-—humanity wilL”

And so it turned out that Roderick Delaney became her
neighbor, He purchased an additional tract of land in the
vicinity of Charleston, and began the experiment which has
since proved so successful, of farming ou a large scale; and as
Agrnes had prophesied, those South Carclinians who would not
till their own claims with any degree of diligence, because the
reward of the autumn’s crop was so far distant from the
spring’s toil, that to them the connection was not sufficiently
obvious, learned their first lessons of industry in working for
the Captain by the day or week, for the daily or weekly
stipend, becoming in time self-supporting.

At Agnes’ suggestion after a time he formed a neighbor-
hood Agricultural Society, whose weekly meetings for the
discussion of farming interests proved quite a stimulus to them,
He induced her to visit among the women, and in her kind
way, suggest improvements in their method of cookery and
housekeeping, and also later, in their attire and mauaners. No
other woman could have done this, but Agnes Langtry pos-
sessed rare tact, and besides, so unusual had been her deeds of
kindness, so untiring her efforts in their behalf in sickness and
in want, that she represented to them rather the spirit of
charity than a true flesh and blood Yankee woman. "

And now it became apparent, so near is a mutual pur-
pose and a sympathy of aims to the boundaries of that mys-
terious region—Ilove, that if Agnes desired she might have
the hand and fortune of Roderick Delaney laid at her feet.
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Bt tey the Bamdain of Tove whose inmoed depths hasd stirrved
to micet the ennoblingg atleetion of Pabwand Lingtrey, was
Barever sealed o e advaners o another, For the alleviation
of the weas of others, e the weltre of humanity, and the
develupient of a bigdher Jite in those aranmd ber, Tier sym-
prathies went ont o dim, But there was that in her maner
which sand plainty, iu seply to the slipghted wanifestation of
sarthy of prevaomal feeling s @ Thus fae shalt theu go and no
further! My dicwm of bave over”

Aoy it b evident that they migrht live in peace
el ety b the eabin onthe Avepoay Sany and John Alden
retmined thither, not perliages i so joyos and so expeetant o
mood s when they bl fiesd ke possessdon uf ity but with
an enhanveed appreciation, gained v deprivation, o its
homely joys,  Like themmelves, it Bad seen had wsigge, The
doors were off’ their hinges, and the windows Ioasted not an
wnfructured pane of gl The sdied attached o cooking
purposes win grone, sl the winds hud free courme through
the apertures i the wadls frone whenee the greater part of
the ehinking hud heen jurved ) the weight and solidity of the
logs hid adone prevented  their beimy cavvied ol But, as we

bind up the wounds of w friend, so did they with willing

hands remodel und vepair this humble hame, They bang the
doors, and glazed the windows anew; they monded the walls
and replanted the vines ousidey whicls il been vathlesly
trodden under foot,  The fences, hewn ot with so wuch
time and toil, had been carried off to be wsesd as fued, bat they
were in time enabled o replace them, The frait trees, so
cavefully planted jmd watered, and left i sueh w thriving
condition, had been wantonly destroyed, amd it wie impossible
to obtain others this year, ws the more wgent needs must
firat he supplivd; yet they were only too tippy to be allowed
to work out their plans in peace, and too busy o spend much
time in useless regrets,
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Again the strong oxen turn the furrow, and once more
they plant the seed in ficld and garden, and watch the tiny
shoots with eager eyes, But through all, and with all their
renewed happiness, was mingled a vein of deepest sadness.
Everything around and about was so imbued with remem-
brances of the dearly-loved son and fiiend for whom fate had
decreed the martyr’s crown, that nature’s brightest tints wore,
for a time, a somber hue. And in all the subsequent years of
patient toil, made necessary by their conditions and surround-
ings, the settlers of Walnut Grove have not ceased to feel
the inspiration which, during that short and troubled period,
flowed from those strong and noble souls, To have com-
muned with them in the intimate telations of close friendship,
was to have breathed the pure air that nourishes the am-
bitions of lofty spirits.

Mrs, Hardiker had returned to Missouri on the death
of her son, and the Aldens heard of her but once, and that
was on the occasion of her marriage with the Hon. Dr.
Benjamin Cornello, whose broken political fortunes she no
doubt temporarily mended with her plantation and negroes.
Zcke Fagin betook himself to the far Southwest, and after-
ward became noted as a raider during the War of the
Rebellion,

In June—the month of roses and of balmy breezes—the
restoration of happiness to the prairie home of the Aldens, was
made complete by the return of their bonny, bonny Grace,
lovely as ever, but with an added charm of dignity and self-
poised womanliness. The years of absence, though quiet
ones, had not been cheerless, and shg had gained much in

" culture and habits of thought.

« How strangely scenes answer to our moods, mamma,”
said she, one day soon after her return. «Everything seemed
so gloomy to me when I first went back to Cleveland. The
houses, the trees, the plants, even the dear old familiar faces
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apprared 0 lave beendyed insomber valors, which gradually
worderated amd then wore away; bat never, 1 think, quite
tand onr thie Baen whieh they  wore when 1 ogazed upon
them with chithlisl eyes, wnd Basked o their brightness
with the thoahtdessaness of the battedtly,”

Capt, Delaney shie et with an easy manner, which
shiversd Brer B b free frons any embarvseing remembrances,
O hie prart there was apgarent soonewhat of surprise at the
ehismweleodike character of this maiden, who two years
hetore tand swakened bis passionate admiration by her artless
aned winning vhildish gracves, aud who now challenged his res
speet by her pesponsive sympidhy with all the higher and
mwave vulbured elements of bis vwen better nature, e sought
ey presenee freguently, and thm there came to puss what
migeht have been expevted, the fight spaakled in her eye, and
the vimy Blush msatled her Gair ehieek at his coming,

Lake denwn o fikes

tFlow van 1 iel) the algnats sud the slgns,
Hy wldeh one heart anothee heart divioes;
How van 1 tell the many housand ways
By whtede 1t keepn the peeret 8 betrays”

Ob, mystery of love!  Ob, srange yomunee! Again its
enchanted pagges were turned o'er beneath the silvery moon,
adown the rastie pathy and by the winding streum, Low
voices in earnest tones repented the ol old story s w1 love
youl® «1 love youl® The wild flowers whispered it, the
Dirds sung ity and the low winds breathed it inosoft music, to
which their heartatrings answered back  without one dis-
cordant note,

How swiftly that summer glided by on rdiant wings,
bringing o vich rewnrd to the husbandman, wid full fruition
to the lovers' hopes, and at its elose a fuir bride went with the
blessing of fond parents to grace the home of a proud and
happy bridegroom,
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Mabel Delaney came from St. Louis to gladden the wed-
ding purty with her presence, before returning to her home
in South Carolina; and during her visit, Benty, our blonde
Bostonian, won from her a promise, which she was only able
to redeem when the passing years had freed her from her duty
to her father, who fell at the head of his troops bravely fight-
ing for slavery and secession.

And in the years which, since then, have come and gone,
John Alden’s brightest anticipations of material prosperity
have been more than realized. Nature with lavish hand has
responded to the “open sestime’ of patient toil,and graced the
undulating prairies here and there with majestic trees. She
has given him grain, and fruits, and herbs, an abundance for
use, for storage, and for exchange, Each autumnu, rosy apples
peep from beneath green foliage, purple grapes cluster on the
vines, and yellow pears hang gracefully from heavily-laden
boughs. The golden corn waves its silken tassels, and the
hreeze is fragrant with the scent of the new made hay, and
resonant with the click, clack of the giant mower of the prairie
and the hum of the steam-thresher, as it magically separates
the wheat from the chafl. ‘

John and Amy Alden sit at evening, on the veranda of a
large and commodious farm house, their faces bearing an un-
mistakable impress of content—content material and spiritual
—beautifying and glorifying all the lines left by toil and
care, by sacrifice and subordination of things selfish, to the
higher motives of patriotism and humanity. '

Their home is made glad by the happy voices of children
—their grandchildren—dark eyed and fair-faced; the toning
down of whose imperious natures, with each added year of
culture and experience, bespeaks the mingling of Northern
and Southern blood.

But most, these children love to follow grandpa down
the steps, over the velvety lawn, beyond the garden, and
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throwgede the orehand, whiere, vie o dittle kaoll, stirrounded
by tall breesy and overrown with vines, stamds the old
cabing, ke Ws owner, grown grey with e And as in
couth, Jubn Ablen® thonehts dwell el in the future, so
new thie past enchaots bim, sl thie yo 1.)&:1;1!\(:)95 listen
witht vazter interedt o hin oftarepented tales of the days of
# Byuatter Sovereignty,”
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