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BLAINE'S LIFE TRAGEDY.
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In each individual of the fifteen hundred millions of the
human race there is an indefinable something that eludes the
photographer, that the painter cannot capture, nor the sculptor
reproduce, and that no hiographer can record,

This subtle, evasive element, animula, vagula, blandula, is
the Tigo, the personality, that essence and quality which dif-
ferentiates every man from his fellows and makes him what
he is. ’

Of this being there is no portrait nor any history. It exists
only in the minds of others, as the beauty of the landscape is
in the cye of the beholder; the cloquence of the oration, the
spell of the song, the prosperity of the jest, in the ear of the
hearer, and the charm of the woman beloved in the soul of her
worshiper.

The mirror cannot tell us the image we leave in the con-
sciousness of others, nor can we communicate to them the
impression they make upon our own.

T remember the first time I saw General Grant—the evening
before his second inauguration. I had seen innumerable pict-
ures of him, and read countless sketches of his dimensions,
bearing, features, and apparel, so that I had his clear delinea-
tion in my mind. But the instant I held his hand, looked
into his eyes and heard his voice, this disappeared like a dis-
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solving view from  the sereen of o cosmoranst, sl was sue-
ceeded by another whieh is fmperishable, hut whicl art eagge
not copy nor language portray,

The seeret of personal popularity, the power of exeiling
irrational and vehement devotion to its objeet, has never heeg
deteeted,  IF iU is not possessed, it canmot be acquired, 1 g
anart for which there is no text-hook nor sy teacher, A wan
may well cnough say he will be learned, upright, sueeessiul,
respeeted,  politician, or a diplouat, hut not that he will he
the idol of the peaple. This is beyomd his sewmen, The pift
is rare.  Its beneliciary seldom appears oftener than onee in
a generation, It is quite independent of endowment and co-
pacity.  Calboun was a greater man than Cluy, el Webster
was intellectually far the superior of cither; bt Clay aroused
in the masses of his party a pussionate fervor of ;1,t1u1‘;1liun that
was like religious funaticism fuits intensity,

Wihien he was defeated, men wept with eniotions of irrep-
arable personal sorrow and inconsoluble herenvement.  [is
speeelies that have come down to us and the achievements of
his carcer offer no solution of the mystery, 1S as jnexplics
able as the sway of Mary Filton, the dark, dwarfish mudd of-
honor, whose faithlessness wrang from shakespenre's tortured
spirit the One Hundred and Twenty ninth Sonnet, or the s
render of Autony to Cleoputra, for whom the infatunted con-
queror thought the world, with its thrones aned trivmphs,
well lost.

As i the case of Clay, posterity will by equadly at o loss to
comprehend the tremendous soverdignty and dominion of
Blaine over the masses of the Republican party, wud his con-
temiporaries in every party, with whom he ecame in puersonal
toueh and communication, for the last twenty vears of his life.
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There were giants in those days, warriors and statesmen,
hetween whom and Blaine in service, capacity, and equipment,
there was 1o comparison.  Other reputations may far surpass
his in the annals of the Macaulay of our times, but in the power
1o move and stir and thrill, to inspire uncontrollable gnthusi-
asm, the name of Blaine, like that of Abou Ben Adhem, will
fead atl the rest. Other leaders were admired, loved, honored,
revered, respeeted; but the sentiment for Blaine was delirium.
The mention of his name in the convention was the signal
for a cyclone.  Applause was a paroxysm. [His appearance
in a campaign aroused frenzy that was like the madness of
intoxication.

In 1876 Blaine was in his perihelion,  Barring the three
greal military chiceltains, he was the foremost figure in the
Republie.  ITis orbit had hitherto been planctary rather than
meteorie.  His progress upward was gradual and orderly.
[lis apprenticeship in (he Maine Legislature gave him advan-
tage in Congress, where he took his seat December 7, 1863
He spoke seldom, and did not at first impress himself very
powerfully upon the House.  He was studious, ready, and
attentive, and in his second term came into prominence,
largely by his altercation with Conkling in the case of Provost-
Marshal General Itry, a quarrel whose consequences cost him
the Presidency, and ended only with his life.

e was chosen Speaker the day of Grant’s first inaugura-
tion, wnd served three terms with great distinction, Te was
an ideal presiding officer.  He had the parliamentary instinet.
His acquaintance with rules, practice, and precedents of pro-
codure was aceurate,  His memory of names, faces, and local-
ities seemed automatic, His mental processes were exceed-
ingly rapid and precise.  His decisions of points of order in
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debate were usually off-land wind very seldons rversed

fucility 1 i {51 o
Iy i counting o rising vole was plremenal.

4 Holding
the hewd of the gavel, he swept the cireait of the House wim

t.hu handle, announeing the result so promptle that it soemed
like o feat of legerdemain, He expliined thiat be wxn‘gnt;d
the members into blocks of ten,

s relations with the House seemed intimte and s
isonu.l, rather than oflicial, wnd s regarded himself as its min-
1ster, amd nol its master,

The Forty-fourth Congress was Demoeratic, wnd Mireh 3
1875, Bluine resumed his sent ax Reproseutative of the Bl‘llil:;;
Distriet of Maine.

In Januwary, 1876, the bill for general wmnesty o all South
u'l'num wis brought Torwaed, and Bhiine upptmjml the v:\ct('n
sion to Jelferson Davis npon the grommd tht s Cumm:nvhh-r
in-Chiel of the Confederite armivs he wis diwvllvr xwpunu‘ihlw
for the horrors and atrovities of Andersonville o

The debate cansed intense interest aud excitement North
and South, amd through the offorts of RBline el (‘::;rl‘u-ltl
amuesty wis defeated,

N I%I:Lix:;- snidd :l “Teseept Jefferson Duvis on the ground thad
wis the author, knowingly, delilivrately, guiltily,
fully of the gigantic murders i vrimwl?z; F'\l:::ll::\m;::::lllt“ml
have taken oecasion 1o red some of 1he historic {c‘t'uvlliv; ol
the world T Trve read over the details of s nlrovious
murders of the Doke of Alva o (he Lonwe Conntrivy, whic;h :n'a"
always mentioned with a thrill of horrar Hiroaghout Christen
dom. T have read the details of the massere of Suint ‘H:n'

{ w, that stands i i
holomew, that stamds ont i histery ws ane of the atroeitivs

bhevand fusginati '
yond huagination, T have rend anew the hewrors untold

14314 IHIIHM},'I lnt]’l(' “1 l] v HAN L { i “l‘\“l““- -\u‘l l ht re
1 1 it i"" EHA Y] h 1 J
I l Ed
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before (od, measuring my words, knowing their full extent
and import, declare that neither the deeds of the Duke of Alva
in the Low Countries, nor the massacre of Saint Bartholomew,
nor the thumbscrews and engines of torture of the Spanish
Inquisition, begin to compare in atrocity with the hideous
erimes of Andersonville.”

e Southern Democracy never forgave this utterance.

As the end of Grant’s second term drew near the contest
for the succession became animated.

Conkling was the Administration candidate, and strangely
cnough, as it seems in the light of events, he was the favorite
of the gamblers and hook-makers, and had “‘the hurrah” at
Washington. ‘Those best informed regarded Morton as the
strongest candidate,  He was aggressively radical, and relied
fargely upon the support of the South, which sent delegates,
but cast no votes.

After the Andersonville debate, Blaine developed phenom-
enal strength both in New England and the West. Many
Gtates hitherto supposed to he safe for other candidates trod
on cach other's heels in their cagerness to choose Blaine dele-
gations. Ifarly in April the managers of ‘““the machine” saw
with rage and consternation that Blaine would start with more
votes than Morton and Conkling combined, and unless the
movement in his favor was checked, he would stampede the
couvention.

Back-firing is a favorite method of arresting the spread of
a conflagration. It is not unknown in politics.

Vague, intangible rumors affecting Blaine's personal and of-~
ficial integrity were set afloat at Indianapolis and other places
in the West, and repeated in New York. It was alleged in
obscure journals catalogued as Republican that as Speaker of

4
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the House e had used his power i favor of certiuin Western
tailroads, frome which e had reccived vast soms in money,
stock, and honds us eompensation,

Tt was not difficult, after the Jelf Dhvis episidde, to indyee
@ Democratie Honse to appoint o connmittee (o investigad o
tese aeensations: but Bline Tor the tine badtled the couspir
ators by a persomd stdenent o the oor Apeil oy, 180,

One May 2dbapesolution was introduced 1o investigiate an
alleged purchase by the Union Pavific Radlway, a1 a price
much greater than their aetwd vidue, of cortiin bonds of (e
Litthe Roek and Fort Smith Railveaed Company, of whicly iy
was whispered Blaine was the owner, ;

He insisted upon prompt and imnedinte esarination of
the charges, hut his cnemies were i no lrey, They witnted
the hlack elowd of distrust and suspicion (o dirken lhvvwlmulm“
of his fame and east 18 ominous shidow over The convention,

I wis an epoch of sensations,  The conntes wis st led
one morning by the story that Mulligan, o confidentinl elork
of Blaine’s Boston broker, had areived in Washington with o
bundle of Bluine's fetters, purloinsd from (e files, showing
his relations with the railroud companies ad conelusively
establishing his guilt, |

Suddenly e anouneement wis msde ot Hladne, alter
olfering (o Mulligan o pliee in the Toreign serviee, amd threat
ening o connmit suicide, had obtained possession of the lets
ters by anaet of bad faith, and that they worhd not appear in
evideniee,

The whole transaction was mysterious, and it omay as well
Bie said here as elsewhere that its effeet on Bliine wis ciiﬁ(iuvtlv
injurious,  11e never recovered from it 11 left o stiin, \Lnguvv
and faint, hut indelible.
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The correspondence, under the most charitable interpreta-

tion, betrayed indiscretion, if no more; that came near the

frontier of culpability. It furnished his enemies with ammu-
nition to which his supporters interposed no armor save silence.

But Blaine was fertile in resources and a born tragedian.
Conscious that it would be fatal to rest under the imputation
that be had sceured the letters in order to stifle damaging dis-
closures, lie decided on a coup de theatre, rose Monday morning,
June sth to a question of privilege, and hurled defiance at his
foes.

He stood on a narrow neck of land,

The convention at Cincinnati was to assemble one week
from the following Wednesday., His friends were perturbed
and restless,  Mis rivals snecred. His enciuies were mnoisily
exudtant, “The Demoeratic majorily was eager to convict,
The stake was enormons.  The situation was dramatic.  He
had the Nation for his audience, When he began, there was
a silence deep as death, and the boldest held his hreath for a
while.

Reciting the resolution, he briefly reviewed its objects and
purposes and the methods of his accusers. He denied the power
of the House to compel the production of his private corre-
spondence, and particularly the letters purloined by Mulligan.

He alfirmed his readiness for any extremity of contest in
defeuse of his sacred right, and then added, with immense
emphasis: ' And while T am so, [ am not afraid to show the
letters. Thank Cod Almighty, I am not ashamed to show
them!  “There they are’—holding a packet at arm’s length
above his head. ““There is the very original package. And
with some sense of humiliation, with a mortification I do not
attempt to conceal, with a sense of the outrage which I think
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any man inomy position would feel, Dinvite the contidees of
forty-Tour millions of mv countevwn while T read these Tottorg
from thix desk."

They were not pletsant rewding, bat Bhiine Isel o thandey
bolt in reserve. AU the elose, Onrning to the elidrman of the
committee Taving the investigation in charge, after o prelim-
inary colloquy, Blaine sided

“Loell the gentlentan from Kentucky now, and o pre
pitred to state to this House, st st cight o'elock fast Thurs-
day morning, or thereabouts, the gentlomsn from Kentueky
received i receipted Tor n meessage addeessed 1o i fmx;l
Josialy Caldwell, in London, eompletely sund absolutely exons
eraling owe front these seewsations, soed tea e l::ﬁs supe
pressed i

This put Proctor KuotCin e holes He condd not deny that
he el received amessige, beonse e ned ineantionsly ;:hnwn
iU to o Demoerdie frivnd, who in some way muvéwd the
information to Maing, and thus gave hime the uppnrt;mit\,r ol
turning the tables upon his edversaries by showing that tulmir
object was nol justice, bhut politival persdeution,

Knott elaimed that thiv pretemded eiabile wis bogus, @ fake
wade up this side of the Athotie, wnd padmed off on the
commitive for this speeilie nse,

There was room for suspicion, but Blaine won, Tt was an
unprecedented forensic trivaaph, althongh far enough from
a moral vindication,  The peaphe lke neeve, sind, and intre

pidity, and attach snadl importanee 1o politieal indictments,
Their sympitthies go out to the nan who fights agadnst despers
ate addds wid sieereds,

There ave heen many turbndent aud disorderly episodes
in the House of Representatives, but no ane wth wilnessed
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this gladiatorial combat will ever forget the u -
controllable frenzy and tumultuous tghunder 01;1':1?; iiit:;c
day. Ivery one seemed to have eaten of the insane root that
takes the reason prisoner. A yelling mob of trespassers broke
past the guards and turned the floor into a bedlam. The
crowded galleries howled with derision at the puny efforts .of
the Chair to enforce the rules and preserve order. It would
have been as casy for Nero to keep silence in the Coliseum
when the Christians were fed to the lions.

The Sunday morning in Washington preceding the Cincin-
nati convention was suffocatingly still, hot, and breathless.

I was sitting by the window in my apartments at 1411 H
Street when Blaine, with his wife and Miss Dodge (‘‘Gail Ham-
ilton”), walked slowly eastward on their way to the Congre-
gational Church at the corner of Tenth and G Streets. He
was a little in advance of the ladiés, and was sunken, ap-
parently, in the profoundest reverie. Ile appeared heavily
dressed for the oppressive day, and one hand was thrust in the
breast of his elosely buttoned frock coat.

His head hung heavily forward, and his gaze seemed bent-

vacantly on the ground at his feet. His countenance had a

- deadly pallor, and I was hardly surprised to hear a few moments

afterward that he had fallen uncomnscious in the vestibule
while entering the church, and had been taken home apparently
dying.

Later in the day I went around to his house. He was lying
on a hed, partly undressed, and still unconscious. His eyes
were fixed, and he breathed stertorously at laborious intervals.
I never expected to see him alive again.

The following Iriday evening, going down Fourteenth
Street after an ecarly dinner with a friend on Highland Ter-
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raee, Tosaw an jmumense oy sseling the hulletins before
the telegraph olfice on the Avene. The antonnecuent of
Wheeler's nomination as Viee President Tad just been ehalked
on the bourd, and was recvived with silenee tkh:u vonthd b Jodg

After o confest between sl shinds as Bhiine, ,\Iurlunl
Conkling, and Bristow, The onteome of Haves sand \\‘hwh-n"
seemed disrespeetiul, aned Tike asifront, s when the sgar ey
inrnlwrs; inan opern are repleed by underatuelion, o the
avchience elamor arannd the bos olfiee amd want e mum-\;
Baek, 10 was a0 mest Laoe sunl impotent vonelision, 'l'h'v
politieal mountain el been in Bbor sond brought ford 1w
miee,

Studdenty the crowd turned simmltneonsdy swistward with
cagrer gestures, The alr was demse withy h;ﬂw Convitlsive
valeinie eries snd shoatings Troke ont, exulting and w\‘mpu’
thetie, hut with o tone of venpeanes aned e petselrating
uproar, like the savage seelanidion whicl weleomes the \‘Hi‘vlim
ol injustice eseaping lrom eruel oppressors,

Looking Tor the evnosure of these nedghboring eves, 1 saw
on the buaek seat of an open bironche, with :%m'rvl:n“\' Fisly by
his side, slowly driving ap the Avenue, B, h:ﬁ‘vlw;nlvd
howing his acknowledgments to the ssadntations of the nm!lilml«.‘
that dispersed as the soriage tuened np Bifteent Street snd
disappeared. TU was Hike one risen from the desd, |

This sunstroke, or physical collipme, whittever 31 wits, un
cuestionably ad o depressing effeet upon Blaine's pnml.xwtq
at Cineinnati, His vivals industrionshv spread  the n-pnr‘lt Hm.l
he was stricken with apoplesy, aind even il the wrmin:zfim;
were ot Fatal, bis bodily and mentad Gendties would be per
uently inmpaived, |

Braing's LIrg TRAGEDY. . 425

Robust health, capacity to endure strain, tough fibre and,
a placid temperament are indispensable requisites for a Pres-
idential candidate, ‘The White House is no place for a vale-
tudinarian, a dyspeptic, or a nervous invalid. The importu-
nate selfishness of place-hunters, the inconsiderate thought-
lessness of village idols who wish to pay their respects, of vis-
itors who desire to shake hands, added to the legitimate de-
mands of senators, representatives, and officials, together with
the requirements of public duties, would drive a weakling to
Saint Klizabetl’s or the grave. Like a lawyer, however bad
his conscience may he, the President must have a good
stomach.

His friends spared no effort to counteract this unforeseen
calamily, And their solicitude was partially allayed by this
telegram, which he sent from his sick-chamber:

« 1 am entirely convalescent, Sullering only from physical weakuess,
Tinpress upon my friends the great depth of gratitude T feel for the unpar-
alleled steadfastness with which they have adhered to me in my hour
of trial”

"The convention met Wednesday, June r4th. The next day
the roll of States was called alphabetically for nominations,

Conneetiont presented Marshall Jewell, a majolica states-
man in pumps and ruffles, with a porcelain smile, whom Gran®
had summarily dismissed from his Cabinet for disloyalt:
his chief,

Richard W. Thompson—born the same year as Tinc
and a Whig member of Congress during the Presidency
John ‘I'yler, the apostate—named Morton, of Indiana, the
Danton of Republicanism; a sombre giant, paralyzed below
his hips, whose physical disahility prevented the opponents
of Blaine from uniting on him as their candidate.
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Kentueky nominated Bristow, whe lad seerctly conspire

) : ¢l
W ' H : ile =
ith the enemies of Grant, while Seeretary of e Tre

utder hiny, and beeame, therefore, the leygrieil t'vp;'mwnl‘:b(lfry
of the Superior Persons who advoeate " swoetiess ; 1ﬁ il l"‘n'm
N casouned light ' in

Robert G Tugersoll, then of linods, presented Bladne ag
U.u- “Plumed Knoight," a ridienlous subriguet, mtmfumi\'«: nf( tl‘:‘:
cireus and the (heatre, in o speceh otherwise ut: 1'muurk*mh1t
power, which first gave the grend agnostic mtjonal n-m:x ““‘
Woodford, of New York, nominnted Conkling, whose f“'
lor revenge knew no satiely. ) n

'()hin mamied Tlayes, on whom the apponends ol Rlaine
united on the seventh ballot; wnd  Pennsylvanin numin: t“‘“l’
Martranft as o “favorite som" to ennble Cinweron ta tl;:'“’
the delegation to Bristow or HMayes, though Hldne ree li’“’
30 of the 38 wt the end, e v

“. ’ £} ¥ Al ¥ H

Friday (he convention proceeded 1o vole.  Six bitdlots
were taken, i e led it

lc 1.11\( 1, 378 bueing neeessary for choice,  Blaine led in
ach, his tally heing 285, 296, 093, 292, 286, 308, In the sixth

ballol Morton ¢ ‘onkling
: Torton and Conkling wore out. Tt wis vvident the sev-

(('”lll )l””l “(H] I’ i ’ HNS H”;l‘"” © ‘ ey aon I“l‘q
L l‘l t ‘l( IEIRYS h\ [} “l“]

11 1 1 -
t()\v OF Illl\( Ve

‘ I%l:u‘uv wits sitting in the Jibrary of his house on Fifteent]
street in Washington al this hour, A telegraph iust " .-?
wuﬁ on the tuble, witly his seerefury at the key lru'“:*:i;m't ”F
f'ecm\'vring from the stroke that prostrated hi«;l'“;umlvu *h J”‘“
g, As the details of the seventh hallot ¢ ‘ o uttor
Slate, the tension was extreme,

possessed and wmmoved,

e in, Stile after
Blaine alone seemed self-

Arkansas  transferred  her vole from Morton

e transfe ! o Blaine,
Torton votes from Mlorida were also given to him, The
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chances all secemed in Blaine’s favor till Indiana was reached,
when the chairman of the delegation withdrew the name of
Morton' and cast 25 votes for Hayes and 5 for Bristow.
When Kentucky was called, Harlan withdrew the name of
Bristow and cast 27 votes for Hayes, who was nominated, re-
ceiving 384, to 351 for Blaine.

Blaine made one suppressive exclamation of surprise, and
immediately wrote this dispatch to Governor Hayes:

“7 offer you my sincerest congratulations on your nomination. It will
be my highest pleasure as well as my first political duty to do the utmost
in my power to promote your clection  ‘I'he earliest moments of my
returning and confirmed health will be devoted to securing you as large
a vole in Maine as she would have given for myself.”

He spoke in twelve States. His reception was that of a
victor, but he showed great fatigue, and his health was unequal
to the strain,

In fact, Blaine was a hypochondriac. His life was a band-
to-hand contest with imaginary diseases, which is itself a dis-
ease, due, perhaps, to some hereditary or pre-natal lesion, and
hence obscure and fatal. In his speaking tours he soon grew
hoarse and husky, and became depressed.

I1is colleague, Hannibal Hamlin, the former Vice-President,
told me there had never been a time since he had bee-
acquainted with Blaine when, if three friends were to me«

him one after the other in the morning, on his way dow
town, and greet him sticcessively with the exclamatior

what is the matter? How ill you look!" that, thot
perfectly well when he started, he would not in

return home, go to bed, and send for the doctor.

no doubt hitmorous exaggeration, but it llustrated his n.
attitude toward himself, which was one of brooding and fc

boding introspection.
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As varly an 1867 T visited Eurape, neindy to eonsuly

eminent Freneh physician at Paris abond t‘sum("'Wm])inmv n.'m
gave him alarm ) bhut, after exdmimtion, the «fnvtnr I’t;;‘r] h‘l;
at hime and gave lim a preseription, at whiel) every ‘ -L u-(
lnughiedd when Blaine told (he story, e

Soon after the convention (Julv 1y, Py, Whaine was
pointed United States semator siee Monrill, who lwr;un‘vv “«m
relary of the Treasury under Grant,  When the [ 'i«h; “":
e, e was eleeted Lo the unexpired term, and !'«:rhti ‘ f”‘
term ending Marel ., 1883, “ o

Heowits Tortyesix, wind his powers were ol their meridiun
He was above the middle Teight, of Liege Triome and Iu-' .

¢ was b v
proportions, but estrenely agile and sl in (‘

s wirria
1 Fl DN 1 1 H ‘ . “(“I
withe an ereet sne martind Deasing. The dendlv pidlor af s

complexion wus fened in i . .
plexion was framed i iron gray Dade and beard, sdwis

carelully trinmmed. His Lirge nouth wis s disgganadlv from
l(:l.'l o rights TS nose waes ey, albons, sud pmulluluus;'
his eves mirthful and inquisitive, with by s droapi ‘“j
exteriorly, and bulging sies heneath., | | I

His altive was wavs costly and i e wintle, bl

o s 1ty
expressed in faney, |

His vodee, thengh neither vieh nor well.

maodalated, had resonanee ad penetration. s urmners wen

allable, femiliar, and cordial, with dignitivd pravity
) &)
0ee: ‘

. enogh on
wsion, onversition | v '
lrconversiation heowis vivaeions sd sood umored

rather than wi ith great 1 !
her than WLy, with greeat fondiess for elean jokes apt anee
M0 [

dotes, odd incidents wnini

: tes, odd ineidents and reminiseences, il pertinent ithustr

tions, Cowas dneli i i
ms. He was inelined to he noisy and boisterous i

o ' time
served, with nutel kughter.,

el . He ke tojollv his it es,
’m wits domestic rather Qun convivial in his h
[lis ¢hiel

i ahits,
mistakes ewme Trons desire for oney, which he

witnted not Tor himself, hut for {he power it brings,  He was
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liberal in his way of life, but not ostentatious, and his table
was alwayvs spread for hospitality.

e studied the arts of the politician assiduously: the recog-
pition of unimportant men seldom seen, small personal atten-
tions to rustics; and was a most inveterate advertiser.

e had no fear of traditions, and took an active part in
the business of the Senate from the first. e had a great
nose for majoritics, was a good guesser, and instinctively took
the popular side of open questions.

The Senate has always been controlled by lawyers, who
are the aristoeratice class in the United States, and Blaine was
at a disadvantage because he did not belong to the profession.
The law lords were disposed to disparage and flout him, but
he was disrespeetful to the verge of irreverence.

“Does the Senator from Maine think I am an idjit [idiot]?”’
roared Thurman, in reply to an interrogatory Blaine put to
him one day in the Pacific Railroad debate.

“Well,”" hellowed Blaine, * that depends entirely on the
atswer you make to my question.” Which gave ‘‘the merry
ha-ha' to the old Roman. '

ITe spoke at length on silver, Chinese exclusion, the Flec-
toral Conunission, protection and the American marine, and
troops at the 1:)0‘1115.

This paragraph is a good illustration of his methods in
debate.  Replying to the charge that soldiers were used to
{atimidate Southern Democratic voters, he said:

Phe entire South had 1,155 soldiers to overrun, oppress,
and destroy the liberties of 15,000,000 people. In the Southern

States there are 1,203 counties, If you distribute the soldiers,
there is not quite one for each county. If you distribute them
territorially, there is one for every 700 square tiles of territory.’
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So that if you make a territorvial disteibution, T woudd remind
the honorable Senator from Delaware, if T s him in Lis seat
that the quota for his State would be three: *One ragged seri
geant and two alireast,” as the okl song has i s te foree rendy
to destroy the liberties of Deloware,™ A

Iis speeches were Tike reading editorials rather than orae
tions,  TIe spoke with extreme rapidity and violent gestures,
but never slopped over. He was brillinot and interesting,
but never sank into eloquence, as that word goes,

liven his culogy ou Garfield, perhaps his ost ambitions
elfort, veads Tike an essay sether thim s pinreryrie,

Without aseribing to Blaine the absence of convietions, it
is nol unjust to catalogue in as an opportunist, e was not
so mueh a student ws o speeindist,

He wrote Titte b read dess, bt devoured newspuapers
onuivorously,  His intellectual efforts were what the doctors
call pro ve nala,

.l%ut in ranning debate, which s like o duel with swords,
Blaine was the Cyrano de Bergerae of his generation, Inper.
turhable, versatile, confident, never diseoneerted, ot the laet
line e hit,

L1

Blaine and I were next-door neighbors in the Semate, wv
desk heing at his left, then [umdin, and then Conkling in (];v
fast seat of (he middle row east of the gangwsy.

Blaine’s conduet in the preliminary  movenents of e
campaign of 1880 wis mysterious and inexplicable,  Tle re-
mained the popular favorite, but his enemies were, il possi-
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ble, more malignant and relentless than at any previous time
in his carcer,

Morton, his great competitor in the West in 1876, was dead;
but Conkling, Sherman, Logan, Cameron, Edmunds, and others,
while they had no love for one another, were still united by
the common bond of hatred for Blaine. He was unmistakably
the enthusiastic choice of nine out of ten Republicans, black
and white, North and South; but the knowledge of his popu-
larity only whetted the rage of his foes, and gave edge to their
determination to spare nothing, foul or fair, for his destruction.

These astute political veterans saw clearly that a crisis had
come iu which the ordinary regulation tactics would fail.
Blaine, having no rival in the affections of his party, it be-
came necessary, therefore, td' discover or invent a competitor.
It was not casy. '

Various ‘Tavorite sons” were brought forward, only to be
received with indifference, disdain, or derision. General Sher-
man was approached, but he refused peremptorily, almost con-
temptuously, to permit his name to be used. '

There was one gigantic figure which had grown still more
colossal in the interim since the deeree of the Electoral Com-
mission.  Creneral Grant’s last term had been prolific in scan-
dal that bad nearly wrecked his party, but the people saw

that rogues and knaves had imposed on the simplicity and
inexperience of a generous nature, and the memory of his
errors was obliterated by gratitude for the vast services he had
rendered the Republic. ‘

He was at this time in the Orient on his tour around the
world, and as the nations through which he traveled rose up
and stood uncovered while he passed by, the American people
ohtained a new conception of the grandeur of his achievements
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aned the immortadity of his Gnoes T seemed oot so meh the
judgment of contemporaries as the verdiet of posterit v,

Bal there wis o popular desire to give him o thivd term,
Nov ctiergeney existed which readered even his great quadities
indispensable, The traditions ol prevedents of aur history
were against i D owas an innovittion that verged on wvnlli
tion and vet, 00 Grt wantted i neny were willing that Te
should have iU in further avknowledgment of the obligation
that could never be Tully aequitied.

Whether General Grant was himself ambitions for another
Lerm, :u'ul aware o the movewent i his Giver, T onever Knew,
My beliel is that the opponents of Blaine, looking over the
ficld, concluded that Grant was the ondy nunwe with which
they could conjure, and pat lim forwiared withont his knowl.
ecdgey trasting (o the agitation and exeitement of his retuen Lo
the United Stades toomake (6 appear that he was the popular
choice and overwlielnt all apposition,

The New York papers, one day while e contest was
raging, contained the aecount of Grat's reeeption in Sian,
Conkling reawd to me with mueh deamatie effeet the Ceneral's
reply Lo the K, ad commented apon Grant's remarkable
inteleetunl development in lter vears,

As the accasion seemed opportune, T asked  hing whether
Grant kuew anvthing about the movement going on o put
hin i nomination Tor o thivd terme Conkling veplicd with
muel eomphasis that e had pever haed s word of conversation
or - tine o eorrespondence with Bing on the subjeet, aned that
the moveanent, so far as he knew, wis i spontancons demand
of the people, Logan siid substantindly the sioue thing,

But notwithstanding this popule demnd, Guneron, wlio
was i absolute control of the Repulilican " wachine™ i Penne
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sylvania, had a convention called many weeks earlier than
customary, and secured the election of a Grant delegation,
thotigh the Republicans of that State were practically solid for
Blaine,

Logan did the same in Illinois, another Blaine State, im
May. In the meantime, Sherman, who was Secretary of the
freasury, sceured Ohio, and by his agents picked up many
negro delegates from the Southern States; while Edmunds,
in New Iingland, got Vermont and Massachusetts.

I asked Blaine how he expected to win while his enemies.
were packing conventions and setting up hostile delegations
in his territory. He did not appear to be disturbed, and
thought the people would take care of the convention at last.

e day of the nomination (Tuesday, June gth) the Sen-
ate ntet at eleven, and considered the Calendar and the Sun-
dry Civil Appropriation Bill, but the proceedings were languid
and perfunctory.

Blaine took part in the debate occasionally, but betrayed
no agitation, The bulleting were brought into the chamber
every few minutes, in duplicate, one for the Vice-President
and the other for Blaine. o the groups that gathered around:
he exhibited no concern.  He strolled in the intervals about
the chamber and in and out of the corridors, chatting freely
about the incidents of the convention brought over the wire..

Conlkling’s ““Appomattox and its famous apple-tree,’” and:
his quotation from Raleigh, “T'he shallows murmur, but the
deeps.are dumb,” were much approved.

When the details of the thir‘ty-ﬁfth ballot were brought to-
his desk, hetween two and three p. M., he studied them atten-
tively a moment, and then said: “‘Carfield will be nominated

on the next ballot.”

COUNTY COMMUN
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About four o'vlock the wnnoanewment of Cuarlield's o
nation came.  Bldne showed no vimotion, and alter a0 briof
silenee, suid tomes 2 Udid not expeet the nomination,  The
combination was too strong for my fricinds o overcone, Bt
there is one (hing T have done,’ }

“What is that 2 T inequinel,

He answered: T have prd s end forever to the thirde
term iden in this eountyy,”

N

Then he took part in the diseussion of an item in the Appro-
priction Bl concerning the vensus in Rhode Ishunl, Sen-
wor Beek, of Kentueky, good mitturedly fwitted him with his
defeat, which hie thowgeht Baed theessn Wi into 01 Jnamor; hut
Blaine took no votice of the gibe, and nsule o sy, | |

Althouglt e seeepted Carlield's olfer o the plwe in g
characteristically gushing wed indisercet letter of  December
20, 185%0, Blaine was in doubt, or to his intineites professed to
be, about the poliey of entering the Calinet as Seeretiary of
:‘t%ln,(v. The Semate wis congendal to hin, and he folt 111:1; 'h;xs
meambeney was for e i e so desived, |

Greal as were the prerogatives of the premviveshiip, i1 was
i sthordinate position, whese term st e biel sd might
he nneertain, e seemed to balt and hesitate to the end,
Just before leaving the Semate Chamber for the Just time, he
looked around on (e Tomiliin seene aud e Buniline I':wt“%
with an aspeet of pathetie regret, Well," be suiid, “mnul“hw"
I ‘:uu going; hut T liove arvanged so it 1 ean conge .l;:wk h:‘rc:
whenever T owant (o,

- Bluine's evil genius seemed for the moment 1o he plieitted,
Though he had twice fuited in his efforts (o reeh (e Prosis
deney, he had riches, honor, and power., |
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He was still young, as years count in great careers. Af-
ter two terms in Garfield’s Cahinet, which he anticipated, he
might reasonably reckon on the succession, and he would
then be but fifty-cight. So, facing eastward on Dupont Circle,
he huilt a noble place, which was to be the scene of his
stately triumphs, his diplomatic functions, and his political
hospitalities.

But Tate’s truce was brief and hollow. Destiny, the mighty
magician, ginister and sardomic, touched the trigger of the
assassin’s pistol, and throne, crown, and sceptre vanished as
in the vision of Macheth on the blasted heath.

'he nomination of Arthur was a sop to the forces led by
Conkling to salve their humiliation at the defeat of Grant.
It was a placcho to New York and the stalwarts. Evenin ‘‘the
stulf that dreams are made of,” there was no thought that he
would be President.  But, by the legerdemain of doom, Guit-
.cau reinstated the vanguished. Blaine ceased to be an actor
in the drama, and became a spectator again.

"The accession of Arthur gave that urbane and imperturb-
able politician an opportunity to which he was not equal,
He was meshed in complications he could not unravel,

He trod the paths of his feet with marvelous circumspec-
tion, hut the labyrinth was too intricate, and he lost the clue.
His personal bearing was princely and incomparable. His
presetce was majestic, and his manners were so engaging that
10 one left him after even the briefest interview without a
sentiment of personal regard.

Pransferred suddenly from the arena of municipal poli-
tics, where he was a most sticcessful manager, he was brought
face to face with an immense exigency to which parochial
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maxims were not applicable,  He wis nol foniline with (he
strange stories of the dewdh of kings.

I.I‘is motives were high, ot e did not diseern g the
fuctions he sought (o unite were irreenncilable,  As the rlirvc~£
beneficiury of the heinous erine of an assassing e was (o wm“c
an ohjeet of suspicion, to others, of aversion, |

sarfichl's Cabinet was an ineomgruous  mosiie, hastily
F]ll'()Wll together, ineapable of eobwsion, aud certain to (lis:«
111}0;;‘1‘:&0‘ Arthur conld not peremptorily remove (?:n*i‘wlcl'l\;
ministers without arousing resentoent ) bot eedr velitions mmxil
?)0 e soostradned that after o few weerks, to reliove the Prose
ident from further embirnssment, they resigied, |
| '111 filling their plces Arthore exhibited singubi intinmity,
Bluine was suceceded by the mild sind fuoffensive Frvliu;v;»
huysew.  Lincolu, tn dovo poventiy, was not disturhed, Al
son, of Towa, Tid declined two portfolios in Cartield's Cabinet
1:‘)f‘el'vrring Lo rewmuin in the Senade, but, tooswve e 11‘);1'!1',‘{ {‘m"‘
his constitueney, persmuded his collsyme, Governor Kirkwood
to take the position of Seeretary of the Interior, e :ﬁni N:L\"Li
Seeretury Hunt remained o Bk Tonger than their uw:x,‘inu:ﬂz
but were followed in April by Teller, of Colorado ‘m\«l Cli .
dler, of New IHamypshire, - o

Jumes, Postmaster-Cenvrad, o representicive of the “het-
ter clement” in New Vork, was succecded by tie maninhle 1:Lit
obsolele Tlowe, of Wisconsin, who diwd lw;» vesrs lidey :iud
was [ollowed by Gresham and Trk Hatton i)«.'i‘tru‘«' t11;~ ,turtli
(:ymlwl. To the oflice of Attorney-Ceneral eune Benjamin 11
:l:::t:::l:);)rw::(I::i,mfl::.lj)::i,:l.A the fri;:htf‘ul distortion and disflig-
| wite itres woere forgotten in the grace of his
manmers and the elirm of his conversition,
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In the choice of these successors, had Arthur, while exas-
perating Garfield's friends, propitiated Conkling, his course
would have been explicable; but he alienated both. The
defeat of Judge Folger, of New York (who succeeded Windom
in the ‘Lreasury), as the Republican candidate for Governor
of that State three years afterward, by Grover Cleveland, by
200,000 majority, was the Cossack’s answer.

Phere was o Washington’s birthday luncheon February 22,
1884, at General MeKee Dunn’s, Tanier Place, Washington,
just cast of Capitol Park, at which the most amusing incident
was the very obvious chagrin of a rural statesman who ap-
peared in evening dress among a throng arrayed in morning
costume,

Blaine was one of the guests. T had not met him before
during the winter. I was busy in the Senate, and he was
ocettpied with his “Twenty Vears in Congress,” and with
social afternoon reereations.

1 asked hin how his Presidential canvass was going o,

e said he had received above seven thousand letters from
correspondents in every State, asking his wishes and plans
and proffering help, to no one of which had he replied.

He scemed to regard the outlook for Republican success as
exceedingly dubious on account of the factions in New York
and Ohio and the record of the party in Congress. He said
he neither desired nor expected the nomination, adding, how-
ever, with great emphasis and intensity: “‘Butl don't intend
that man in the White House shall have itt”

June 6, 1884, on the fourth ballot and the fourth day of
{he convention at Chicago, Blaine was nominated by 541, to

207 for Arthur, and 41 for Edmunds.
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llm AU“[) “g“ l 3 . » !
3 h l[ l“““““i Wits t]“ Hlt)?«( oL ‘€f Lll(l ’111VL1Ld bu"‘ g
l “h 1 t“l(l ¢ ‘

1 cltll“‘\““u m L Sy ey i * . g. '
0 OUr  recaros Wik N t 0 revolting >
i i Wy ] lt . l i’ ey lt on ll]q 1( (]l( al [ ecarious ar t 28

Glth and indecent defwmation: the elogea mayine ol American 3

g, With a physician and a private car, he traveled North

To his extraordinary power of attracting friends _ and West, arousing prodigious enthusiasm, like a conqueror
o s ¢ ey attracting frivoeds, Blahe returning from battle. Hope elevated and joy brightened
added wn inexhaustible capacity for nmking coemies. e ‘
had an indisereet pugnacity, and coudd not resist the femp
tation 1o bump and thump and jolt an adversiary, whether in
lis own party or on the other side. i »

his crest.

Had he remained on his tour as originally planned, it
seems now he might have won; but New Y orlk was doubtful,
and its clectoral vole would decide the result. A vast pro-
cossion of merchants and representative business men, march-

o The Demoeraey Intled
um for his atlack on avis ¢ ) i « ‘
allae s and the South vip ‘oirs befor
srant hore i \ . . irht vears hefore,
-bore him no gondewill, Conkling s vengeance wis coteps

nal,  Arthur ing with Cleveland banners many hours to the refrain,
al, rthar would have been more than amang had be folt

10 rese it For TH et o1 e . “Dear My, isher: Burn, burn, burn this letter!”
ntment for Bhine's avowed hostility and contemipt, )

The day of their revenge lid come. terrified the Republican managers, who thought some counter-

demonstration indispensable, and Blaine consented to attend
a banquet October 2gth. At ten o’clock the morning of that
day a delegation of clergymen called on him at the Fifty
Avenue Hotel with assurances of their sympathy and support..

» His foes guud they
vre many among Republicans as well as among Demoerngs -
adopled the apothegnt of Beaunwrelis:

“ygs, :, 1 N v
Calummiatel  Calunuiate! Something will idwieys stick,”

Caricature reinforeed I . ‘ S
e ure reinforeed Lunpoon and pusauitide. The ter- : [he spokesman was {he Rev. Dr. Burchard, who said in the:
rible i \il“()" ¥, " vol e N . . . .
eertal 1' ocd Man,” perhaps the most erael and bratal, as ‘ course of his improvised remarks: ‘““We are Republicans,.
it certainly was the most effeeliv o T identi
1 )l was the most effvetive cartaonn of our tme kept ‘ and don't propose to leave our party and identify ourselves.
constantly belore the people . ' : .
o i 1‘,\] wlore the people the viggue wssanlt upon his fnteg with the party whose antecedents have been Rum, Roman-
iy, whie ey . N | . . . . .
. powas one of the wost Tormddable wenpons of his ism, and Rebellion!” .
apponents ) ! , . . . . )
‘ How many votes this apt alliteration alienated will never
e was abstenidons in e . o
] [e was abstemious in Wis Labits, correet in his life, i be known; but after several days of suspicious delay subse-
Jhure . ! e i ) i
t.imuh nember, but e never Tad the unreserved conlidence ] quent to the election, the Democratic officials announced that.
of the moral element of S : . Mg+
’ ol the country | Cleveland had carried the State by 1,047 votes That they
' . ¢! < 3 .
A sl N . 4
Comseious of the desperste malignity of the coalition falsified the returns, gave Butler’s vote to Cleveland, and stole:

the State from Blaine is beyond reasonable doubt.
After his defeat, Blaine finished his «T'wenty Years in Con-
gress,”’ and in 1887 went to Furope. He wrote from Paris, in

against hing Blaine condueted  his enpaign with inunense
<1 * . *

Herry., 1: . Yo (v
rgy. Many Republicion papers deserted hinn ol openly
supported Clevelaned, e

Others were Tnkewsrm, eirped

e
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Novenber, (o the chairmn of the National Conmmittee, (h
ander no oiveumstanees withd he he o candidate :u;'-nin' i
His witherawal tursed the contest ol (888 into ;\‘fn:v»f
u‘ll serub race. Hawley, Greshao, Harrison, Allison AXI:]-r'w
Depew, Sherman, Fitder, Rusk, Tngalls, Phelps, Lim'«:h; i”{
MeKinley received votes on the tirst badlod, Tune 281 "wl ’i“
man being in the Jead with 229, Blaine m‘l:lwl t:xmn‘ I"‘(;‘illl-
11 per i .o . ; H HP o .
,;i:.l;ﬂlli[l'n:mm 24, requesting his friends (o refrain from voling
. lyvlurx"imm was nominated and clected, und Dlaine entered
his Cabinet as Seeretury of Stute, to complete (e work inte k
rupled by the death of Gurefield. Bt his strength wv'w 1:r;
equal to the task,  While in Italy the previons \;ozw hc htol
been stricken with paralysis, wid his phvﬁic*ulxnml’ uwutl‘cl
powers never regained Cheir sigor, x ’
Ie heeame ieregulur in his attendanee at the department
and performed its routine duties at his house mi(‘*’c’)f ‘Hlu;
famous mansions of Washington, shadowed by “tlw ;Ht“lll()l‘
of many tragedies,  Tts first oceupant wis Ht!l?;’('l:ll‘X’ S;wnct'xy
whose son was hanged at sea for mutiny, AL ity rl‘um' l"lxilf;
Barton Key was shot by General Si(‘klc;a, In ane uf‘i(q upp -I
.chm‘.ul)ors Seerctary Seward wis assaulieed by Puvne th‘v ulillcz
of Lincoln's assassination, and nearly ﬁlnhlu:gl ‘(u‘ death f‘l~
;1'0‘(11\1‘\_:' Belknap was its next tenant, amed detl was his g'm‘;'(““"
hen Blaine entered this abode in 184q, his three sons and

Lhree daughters woere ivir
anghters were living, Junuary 18, 1890, the eldest son
delest son,

Walker, @ you
i 1§ 3 e . 3
i young man of great promise, the prop and stafl of

‘his fnther, died.

A little more : f
) han two weeks kuter, February o, (he ldest

*df llﬂ,]ll(‘l‘ \Vir A Uf i
Vg [& 0110 oy i i 8

peeuliarly tragic ¢ istressi
peeuliarly tragic and distressing.  June 18, 1892, his second

Bramng's Lire TrRAGEDY. 441

son, Emmons, died in Chicago from exposure and over-exertion
to seetire his father’s nomination at Minneapolis. His sorrows
came not as single spies, but in battalions.

There was no cordiality between Harrison and Blaine.
The Secretary had been a confirmed invalid since 1887, and
was unable to bear the burdens of his great office. Much of
the work of the Department of State for which Blaine refused
credit was performed by the President, who had refused, it
was rumored, to appoint Walker Blaine Tirst Assistant Sec-
retary and to nominate Colonel Coppinger as brigadier-
general over many seniors in the service.

Blaine’s friends characterized Harrison as a scorpion, and
the situation became tense as the time for nominating his
sticcessor drew nigh, Harrison was a candidate for a second
term, and Blaine stated publicly that he was not in the field.
His declaration was superfluous, for it was an open secret that
he was mortally ill and incapable of the fatigue and stress of
a campaign.

Suddenly yielding to what sinister suggestion, what evil
importunity, can never be known, at the last moment, the

afternoon of Saturday, June 4th, he resigned from the Cabinet.

The convention at Minneapolis was to meet the following
Tuesday, and Blaine’s action “'could only mean one thing”:
an open alliance with the enemies of the President. e imme-
diately left Washington for Maine, tarrying at Young's Hotel
in Boston to receive bulletins from the convention.

On the fourth day, June roth, he was put in nomination by
Senator Wolcott, of Colorado.

The scene was indescribably pathetic.

All knew he was at the threshold of eternity, but at the
mention of his name the innumerable hosts brokeJinto con-
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and volleyed thunders that for twentvseven minutoes
seemed o shake the foundations of vt aned sky,

{tsud

Like the chorus of an anthem, with mensured solemnity,
the galleries chanted, “Blaine!  Blaine!

Taanes G Nlaine!”
myriaeds of stamping feet keeping irharic rhythm, while
plumes and banners waved, aind women with g and searfs
filleed the atmosphere with motion and color and light.

I was the passing of Bhiue, Tt wigantic demonst e
tion was at onee a salutation and requicin The Republican
party there took leave of their dying lesder, amd bide him an
cternal Lurewell,

e e g
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