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CATFISH ARISTOCRACY.

‘To the physical geographer, Kansas presents an elevated,
treeless platean, rising with imperceptible gradation west-
ward toward the buase of the Rocky Mountains, Its area
is quadrangular, with regular outlines, exeept upon that por-
tion of ity castern boundary which conforms to the sinuosi-
ties of the Missouri.

The withdrawal of the ocean heneath which this terri-
tory was originally submerged, and the drainage of the ruins
apd melting snows that subsequently fell upon its surface,
practically bisected this purallelogram with a central wator-
course known to cheap politicians as the “Valley of the Kaw,”
which, with its numerous aflluents from cither side, resem-
bles the spinal cord of the vertebrate, with its lateral nerves
hranching from the cervix at Wyandotte to the COCEYX Or 0§
snerum in Coloraco,

Commencing at the gencral level of the upland, (ese trib-
utaries wear deeper and wider channels through the friable and
ineoherent soil,  Their gathered volame, with sluggish moment-
um, crawls reluctantly eastward, forming the Kansas River,
one of the most important aflluents of the Missouri. These
stremms may be properly characterized as amphibious, or coni-
posed equally of land and water,  They constitute an anomaly
in Nature, being too shallow for navigation, too dense for a
constant heverage, and too fluid for culture, If the eatfish

1y




g

COUNTY COMMU

4% NE 30 RD - Great Send

118 Joms Tases Tsonnno

were permanently expelled, el progaes a0 nmtom o b gty
soil plowing and brigation in des seawsn, the s woabd oy gikyg
ally hecome the garden spots of the worhd  Fla g

tR1 »M'J?)gwim
priate feld for Jegishtive avtion, and Cosgren duadd b, 1y
uiedintely menoriilized upen the b o

During our Tervitorial Bistors o vosspons wo g E ot
Lo render the Kaw mvigabidie, by s g s sendiesl from e
Platte (o the beadwiters of 1l Wepmhloan aned i tanned yppy
the two rivers,  The yesolute peestens ol tly aspiucers of
Nebraska, whe woubld ave ey depmacesd b wha b osweatyy day
the suceess of the selieme, prevented the s omsomeatpw
this great enterprise, which woatld sndy foee s Tecony eoguralfend fay
the Suez Canal in ity efivers NPl he voss ree sl thie swoaq bl
But the present Legislture is s wpcls O L L T
the onesterm prineiple, i diseon vy who feovrnedd Thie gt
money for his vote at U cloetion of §le Y T Iy
passing resolutions 1 ashiomrn, Ot b can e o s foa o]
upon the ierigation progusition begon stinf by nenspon

The outer limits of these vidleys are the 1
mits were the original shores of e river
shallow currents il o seur

il webioese wapgy
s, Wi Fla gy fatanaad,
wly Pereeplahle g dpoas fogs asd e
Gull of Mexicn,  As the QLT S{FITITIN (TR RPN T
channels, the lateri] eheainsnge T vut
defiles througl the Mulifs, wiving
and seulpturing he

et st dder ey
Wy amd presypatons
thetn an APt e it vl o
L meointo rugged wd Ioe bt g rapt byge
watting only to be erowned with titnt ]
as the bunks of the Rhine.,
atmosplhiere preventing the sl devastatngy b gy gy
esls of oak, hickory, wind o] '
ally clothed the slopes

5 L baevetnae e Founi.agyd g

Il inereisaed LITETRY ST RO RPN

W ddeviduon, trees by IRTIHTE

and riavines uf e LT HEARTSTE MNE Ll

ful garniture, and extended st short distines Wb e gy

CATFISH ARISTOCRACY. 119

The length of time required for the accomplishment of these
results is matter of surmise and conjecture.  Inasmuch as the
waters of the Missouri now flow in a bed at least one hundred
and fifty feet lower than the adjacent level of the prairie, and
have cut through a stratum of solid limestone not less than
fifteen feet thick in their descent, it is probable that the proc-
ess must have commenced  previous to the passage of the
Nebraska Bill in 1854, and possibly prior to the affair in the
Gurden of Tiden,

The degradation of the hills and the detritus washed down
from the higher regions is suspended in the sordid wave, and
deposited along the marging of the streams at the hase of the
blulls, in greater or lesser creseents of muddy sand, whereso-
ever the capricious curfent permits @ momentary delay,  Born
ol wsnag, o wreek, an adverse gale, a sunken floater, anvthing
that can afford hriel lodgement for accumulation, these acere-
tions may dissolve and vanish with the next “rise,” or they
may mysteriousty elevate themselves above the level of the
water, give root to wind-sown willows, cottonwoods, elms, and
sycamores, an anonymous growth of feeulent hierbage and fes-
tering, crawling weeds, hut never a hright blade of wholesome
grass, a lovely bud or lower,

Mualarious brakes and jungles suddenly exhale from the
black soil, in whose loathsome recesses the pools of pure
rain change by some borrible alchemy into green ooze and
bubbly slime, breeding reptiles and vermin that ereep and fly,
infecting carth and air with their venom, fatal alike to action
and repose,  Gigantic parasites smother and strangle the
huge trunks they cmbrace, turning them into massive col-
umus of verdure, changing into a crimson like that of blood
when smitten by the frosts of Ozxtober,  Pencdulous, leafless
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vines dismally sway from (he Toftiest frees ike il witly
out their tenants, Deadly vapors, and smiky, reved g ondors,
begotten of decay, brood in the perpetual gl

If not too soon undermined by the fisidions el KW,
ing at its foundation of Quaking epuicksands, this fonl alluyiog
becomes subject to local government, and, under o mistaken
idea that it is o component part of this sure wied firg wet earth,

(s surveyed and taxed, s useless forests ave desdenesd,

the ruined boles stand fke grizzly pliantoms in the waste, A
zig-zag pen of rotten rails ereeps round a hovel of deeayed Frogen
with mud-daubed interstices that Seens Lo spring lke a mu;ﬁv
nial exhalation from {he groume.  In the uneonth bt u;s;a\m
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development shall rendler hime aned hiy COTgeTey iy
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These high-prairie logicians who thus attempt to salve
their wounded vanity are possibly honest, but their horizon
is narrow. They illustrate the errors that arise from imper-
feet generalization, based upon insufficient data, Reflection
should convinee them that they had scen hogs on the beneh,
asses in the pulpit, and bores in every relation in life; and if
they would descend from their altitudes to the dwellers along
the crecks and upon the bottoms, we should hear no more of
this sophistical argument. In Shang they would find that
long-lost brother, “the conneeting link between man and the
gorilla,” .

They would also discover additional proof of another sig-
nificant facet, interesting not less in physics than in morals, but
indisputable in both, that vice, degradation, infamy, ignor-
ance-all the conditions that tend to corrupt and debase man-
kind--hy smne inexorable law of their being, do most luxuri-
antly thrive and flourish on low and level lands, the shores
of rivers, and the marging of gulfs and lakes and bays., Sin
gravitates downward, not spiritually alone, but nmteriaﬂy also.
Nature abhors it, - She throws the hatlot and the drunkard in
the gutter,  She moves her human trash, like her other gar-
bage, constantly lower and lower, till it is consumed in central
fires or purged in purilying scas,

Whatever is virtuous and lofty in thought, sentiment,
and purpose, we irresistibly associate with elevated regions:
motntain stanmits cleaving the zenith, high table-lands, with
clear streams and glittering atmosphere,

““What pleasure dwells in Tieight, the shepherd sang,
Tn height and cold, the splendor of the hills]”

“The patriotism of mountaineers, their love of home, integ-

rity, religion, fortitude, are proverbial.  The history of Switz-
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erland and the national characteristivs of its wliabitants, the
hardy virtues of the farmers of New Englad uned the preas
antry of Northern Burope, are in vivid contpast with the nume
less degradation of the cmaseuluted myrids that swarm g
the alluvions of the Ganges, e Missourt, and 1l Nile.

‘The same distinetion is pereeptible within the mirpo Tty
of isolated communitics. Business, tridlic, wannfactures, whig
ever enslaves man wned drags him downt (o the fovel of hiw
most clanjorous necessities, sovk low grades while thie ebnpely,
the school, the home, crown the emiinences that tise ahiive the
dust and smoke of this dim spot which men el earthy

The Tiell of theology i in o hot tonless pit, o profonmd by o
while the evangelical leaven s depicted 1o the prpmlar faue,
as a walled and castellated ity et over whime eorniogy
able battlements the celestinl buirghiers contemplate, with
complacent seeurity, the claborate vontortions of their Jess
favored brethren in fuliginous realms helow,

The Tisquimaux could ot exist al

the equator, mr 1
Hindao at the pole,

No man of genins or oo fn Jet feps,
arts, or arms has ever heen borte outside of o oW 2une of
mean annual temperature,  Whe(ler soil, elimite, sand diet
produce their own peenliar species of (e han unimud, oy
whether, heing ereated, hie seeks the conditions 1o whiel I g

specially adapted, is o matier of doubt, hut the fie alonirs of

no question,  “Ihie most cursory abserver cinmot fuil 11, Hert fyee
the difference, even iy the same township, county, op Blitty,
between the farmers wi live in hottoms wne those who enltj.
vate the prairic; between communitivs {u COLRTeRate e
der the blufls and (lose that dwell upon high wid airy giges:
between the eatfish aristoerat and the Yiukee, '

.
Perlips the
most marked and meradic

able oulward distinetion s the nun-
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et in which they respond to a question imperfectly under-
stood.  "The one, squirting o gourdful of tobacco juice into the
jimson-weeds, with a prolonged, rising inflection, drawls out,
“Whisisieh?” The other stops whittling, or lays down The
Kunsas Magazine, ml jerks out, “Haouw?
Beware of the creature that says “Which?” and shun the
vicinage wherein he dwells!  He builds 10 school-house.  He
ercets no church, To his morals the Sabbath is unknown.  To
his fntelleet the alphabet is superfluous. s premises have
neither barn, nor cellar, nor well,  His crop of corn stands tn-
gitthered in the field, e “packs” water half a mile [rom the
nearest braneh or spring,  His perennial diet is hog, smolked
and salted in e summer, and fresh at “killin’ time.” e
delights in erackling and sparce-ribs,  Gnashing his tusks upon
the impenetrable mail of his corn-dodger, he sighs for the time
of “roas'neeers.”” e has a weakness for “cowcumbers” and
“watermel'ns”; but when he soars above the gross needs of his
comumion mature and strives to prepare a feast that shall rival
the hanguets of Lucullus, he spreads his festive eottonwood
with calfish and pawpaws.

From such « protoplasm, or physical basis of life, proceeds
an animmal, bifid, long-haired, unaceustomed to the use of soap,
without conseience or right reason, gregarious upon bottom
lunds, where they swarm with unimaginable fcclmc‘lity.. In
time of pence they unanimously vote the Democratie ticket,
During the war they beeame guerrillas and l)Llﬁlxwllzlcflcfzx's -
der Priee, Anderson, and Quantrell; assassing; thugs; poisoners
of wells; murderers of captive women and children; sackers of
defenseless  towns; house-burners; horse-thieves; perpetrators
of atroeities that would make the blood of Sepoys run cold,
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The catfish aristoerat js preseminenthy the wabiows hanhde;
Past generations and perished rswees of 1en Jusr shetied shiliy
ion by the enduring struetures which pride, swarom, o pediggon
have reared Lo perpetuate the vietes of the Bving or the ey
ory of the dead.  hizeh has jix pyramidss Petra i tesple
the Middle Ages their cathedrds: Central Amweriva it HTHIEY
but Pike and Posey have their sitlowsmn, where the patyicr of
the bottom assembles with his peers Guthered aroaagd 4
rusty stove choked with soggy driftwond, be drinlos sl RTAT
from a tin cup, plays *'ald sledge ™ upon the e of an GRS
keg, and reels home w nightfall, velling ' .
o 1 il e I velling througls thy toanbicy,

A score of lean, hungry curs poyr

the worm-fenee by the horse-block

s canine vatagae e
. s Thedr wsester apn e,
baying deep-mouthed weleome, g the chmliers o 1he fog
ests wilh hoarse reverberitions, wingled with oy exploanion of
oaths and [rantie imprecations, Sunoring the niglt AWy W
drunken slumber under a ieap of grav blankets, tﬁ* erawls into
his muddy jeans at Sun-up, takes apurgling drink Tromt w thay
black bottle stoppered with . eob, Hous b the Jog pale by the
front door, and with adullax slabs off armtulof gy )
wood to make a fire for breakfust, whic ‘
able “‘meat and bregd aned w deenetion of citfor Tmrned 1o
charcoal and dranik withiout milk or Sugar. Aoother pgl) *‘H
the bottle, a fow grains of quinine if jt i ager ' day, "]v!n\s:"
of navy, and the repast is finished,  he sweet clvlim;twi h)umr'
have been enjoyed, and the spiritual ereatupe g ;urih vy
orated for the struggle of life e
vesterday of his existence,

I have heretofore alluded o
of this ichthyologieal peerage,

U votton
Hoenmmisgs of e vt

Ao repeat the expluits of every

Shang ax i
VIR s e tepicn] gromdee
Whenee he derived the spped
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lation by which he was uniformly known, I could never satis-
factorily ascertain,  Whether it was his ancestral title, or
merely a playful pseudonym bestowed upon him by some famil-
far [riend in affection’s most endearing hour, was never dis-
closed.  Of his birth, his parentage, his antecedents, it were
equally vain to inquire, e was unintentionally begotten in
a conenpiscence as idle and thoughtless as that of dogs or flies
or swine. It has been surmised that he was evolved from the
minor conseiousness of his own squalor, but this must always
remain a matter of conjecture,

To the most minute observer, his age was o question of the
gravest doubt. He might have been thirty, he might have
been o century, with no violation of the probabilities. His
hair was o sandy sorrel, something like a Rembrandt interior,
and strayed around his freckled sealp like the top-layer of a
hayrick in a tornado.  Iis eyes were two uleers half filled
with pule-blue stareh, A thin, sharp nose projected above
lipless mouth that seemed always upon the point of breaking
into the most gricvous lamentations, and never opened save
to tuke whisky and tobaeco in and let oaths and saliva out.
A long, slender neek, yellow and wrinkled after the manner of
a lizard's belly, hore this dome of thought upon its summit,
itsell projecting from a miscellancous assortment of gents’
furnishing goods, which covered a [rame of unearthly longi-
tude and unspeakable emaciation,  Thorns and thongs sup-
Plied the place of buttons upon the costume of this Brummel
ol the bottom, coarsely patehed heyond recognition of the
ariginal fabric. ,The coat had been constructed for a giant,
the paits for a pigmy.  They were too long in the waist and
too short in the leg, and flapped loosely around his shrunk
shanks high above the point where his fearful [eet were par-
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tially concealed by mismated shoes {hat pertmitted ik gereat
toes to peer from their gaping integuments, ke the heds
of two snakes of a novel species and wuneommon fitor, This
princely phenomenon was topped with o sttt bind neither
band nor hrim nor crown ;)

“IF that could shupe he adled wiivh slitpe ol noge

His voice was high, shrill, wed queralons, sd s nenner
an odd mixture of fawning servility wined apprehensive effpont
ery at the sight of a “damned Vankee Abulitionist," whm he
hated and feared next to g negro who wis not o slive,

He was o private in that nohle army of chividry which
marched to Kansas (o fght the Puritan idea, and e vhhing
tide Ieft him stranded upon the Missouri hottom, e fonmd
community with no inheritunee of transmitted foree from whieh
to rear the institutions of her new society, The liberal oli
mate and gencrous soil T nurtured @ luxuriant vegetition,
pastured by untamed herds, {hat were purstied by men wore
savage than the hewsts they slew.  These were her only Ty
itage, except the traditions of religion, edueition, ad f’t?mlnm
that animated the hearts of hop pitneers, The useliss ity
nificence of the prairic was nnvexed by st furrow, Wi
knew no seedtime, antumn no harvest, save of 1he wild store
that Nature garuers for heust and bird,

Itis appalling (o reflecl what the condition of K wintld
have been to~day had ity desting been 1ol in the bl of
Shaug and those of his associntes wha first el s vating amd
attempted (o frame ity institutions, A fow hundved msh-
eating chawbacons, her ouly population, would still hive hieen
chasing their razor-hucked hogs through the thickets of hliek.
jack, and jugging for catfish in the chtes of the Missouri el

the Kaw, How great the change has heen iy itlested by her
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five hundred thousand people living in Christian homes and
pursuing the arts of peace; by her two thousand miles of rail-
road in successful operation; by her granaries that would feed
the world; by the general prevalence of law and order amid
great temptations to violence and crime.

Much of this prosperity is due to the favorable conditions
in which we are placed, but vastly more to the moral causes
which wunderlie our social and moral structure. Kangas is the
child of Plymouth Rock, It was once fashionable to sneer at
this historie boulder, but it is the most impressive spot on the
face of the carth, save the summit of Calvary, ‘I'he Puritan
idea rules the world,  Like Aaron’s rod, when it appears it
swillows up all others.  Shang and his friends would have
starved Lo death the first season on the sterile hills of New
England; but the Puritan manured the stingy soil with ideas,
and it has produced a crop that is better than corn, or oil,
or wine, Ideas are more profitable than hogs or beeves,
Rich Virginia grows poor, and poor Massachusetts rich, be-
hecause the Cavalier thought for the one, and the Roundhead
for the other. The Puritan idea is aggressive, It has an
unconeuerable vitality,  Wheresoever it is planted it hecomes
a majority. A little of its leaven leavens the whole Iump.
Assailed, it grows strong; wounded, it revives; buried, it he-
comes the angel of its own resurrection.

To the invineible potency of this idea much of the mar-
velous growth of Kansas is attributable, It is, on the whole,
doubtful whether there is or has ever heen, in this country,
any idea but the Puritan, Shang never thinks, He vege-
tates; he exists,  He toils on horseback through the mud
with his sack of meal from grist-mill to grocery, The Puri-
tan builds a railroad, and meditates new projects as he trav-
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els in his palace car from ocenn o ocenn,  Wheresogever
he pauses in his trivmphal career, the telegraph, the print.
ing-press, the sewing-machine, and the innmenthle achieve
ments of his genius signalize his henefivent presence, render
the burdens of life less degrading, and ennoble the sl Iy
the consciousness of ils powers to bless the e,
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