MEN ARE NOT CREATED EQUAL.

The interest of the people in the social erisis is ovineed
by numerous Jetters from thoughtful and  intelligent  cor-
respondents, who offer solutions of industrial problems and
remnedios Tor the misery and poverty which are the heritage
of wa Targe o portion of the homan mee,

The single tax, the abolition of rents, the reduction of
profits, the prohibition of interest, free trade, froe silver,
sanphiary bows, soeialism, comnunism, and anarchy all have
their advoeites, whose sincerity entitles their theories to re-
spreet ol consideration,

Like o despondent patieat, Tong ill, who has lost confi-
thenee i the faenlty and their preseriptions, the wretehed
e unfortumide are patronizing political apotheenries with
their pident medicines ad - consudting fetich doetors and
voodoos with Their cabalistic divinations,

Mueh of the prevalent diseontent no doubt springs frinn
a perverted conslitution of the gature of human liberty
wned the meaning of lonan equality,

The glittering generlities of Thomas Jelferson, that all
men are ereated equal, and that the rights to life, liberty,
aired the pursuit of happiness are inalienable, have heen the
texts for iy injurious instructions. They are rhetorical
flourishes, meaningless o the gentleman on the sealfold and
in Sing Sing who pursues the flecping phantom ol happiness

with the jimmy of the bhurglar and the dagger of the assassin,
tHa
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Men arc not ereated equal physically, morally, or intels
lectually, nor in aptitude, opportunity, nor coundition.

It is perhaps accurate to say that of the fifteen handred
million inhabitants of the ecarth ne two are created cqual,
Nature is incapable of uniformity, and detests equality us
much as she abhiors @ vacuum.  One is made to honor, ag-
other to dishonor, as one star differeth from another star in
glory.

History is a series of repetitions,  Thoese whe lave failed
in life blame cverybody  but themselves,  The complaint
against fate is as old as Adam, It will end only with the
epitaph of humanity. The distinctions hetween men were
established by act of God, und they cannnt be alolisied by
act of Congrogs, 7’

Were all these punaceas enacted inte stitutes, all hoe
tiers thrown down, all obstacles remeved, wll burdens lifted,
and the whole constituency lined up for o fresh stae, the
result would be the sume.

Were all wealth of the country equidly distributed, there
would be about #1,200 per capita. Coultl the wssets of the
Nation be divided pro rata, share and share alike, the first

~day of January, 19oo, by the close of the century the sonl

of the philanthropist would he shocked by the EHTTORE TN
tacle of incquality existing now,  Some wni:lxl b o the eab,
some on the foot-board, some in private ears, amd others
vx'raIking the ties in search of a dry eulvert for the niglht, and ix‘1
six months more the reformer of the wrongs of soeiddy wonld
demand in the nume of justice anather di\*is«siml. |

It scems trite and superfluous to allivm that the vepnadity
of man can mean nothing more the eequality of zightvﬁ
before just laws und cquality of opportunity in thhr ruce of
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life. Every man has the absolute right to the use of his
faculties and opportunities to the utmost to better his con-
dition and increase his fortune so long as he does not inter-
fere with the free exercise of the same rights by everybody
else.

It should be apparent also upon the most superficial re-
flection that political liberty by maintaining equality of rights
must inevitably result in greater inequality of condition
than any other system. All fetters are cast off. Every-
thing goes. Life is a grand free-for-all. There is no ped-
igree, nor caste, nor prerogative. The sway-backed mule
has the same rights on the track as Ormonde and Iroquois,
the monarchs of the turf. The petted canary and the scream-
ing jay have equal rights in the atmosphere with the condor
soaring above the inaccessible peak of Chimborazo or the
frigate bird that sleeps at midnight with pinions outspread
upon the tempest, a thousand leagues from shore.

In the exercise of his powers and the enjoyment of free-
dom can laws assign any frontier beyond which a man may
not pass? In the kingdom of knowledge can any bound be
set to learning and wisdom? Can society say to Edison or

Tesla, “You shall explore the mysteries of Nature no further,

lest you infringe the equality of man''?

Can we say what reward they shall receive for the inestim-
able benefits they have conferred upon the world?

Can legislators, or conventions, or tribunals assess the
wages that Melba shall receive for her songs, or Kipling for his
stories, or Choate for his argument, or Bryan for his eloquence,
or Irving for his impersonations?

The world is eager for excellence. It pays for what it wants.

There has been no time when the man or woman who can do
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anything better then anyhody else wis so sure of instant pee.
ognition and ample emolument as now. 1t is the sssential cor-
ollary to liberty that courage, entergy, sagaeily, and desterity
should succeed and that brains should win the victories :md
secure the prizes of life,  Reason rebels ab the et of the
establishment of arbitrary restrictions upon the activity of ong
powers and (he full enjoyment of their seequisitions, |

The time will never come when the vace will 1ot b ta the
swilt and the battle to (he strong. Indalenve will never lave
the same wage as thrift nor ignoranee the same reward s
wisdom,

Ambition will never lose its ineentive nor KU s siprem
ey, Poverly and debt will never e abolishud by vt nor
will those who have failed in life, hivving had equal «ﬁqmﬂuni(*«m
take charge of the affairs of those whio Tt siteetded, ”I'l;v
dreams of Jack Cade and his kindyed reformers will never e
realized, |

The popular notion now seems (o he Pt there i just s
nlulch wealth in the world: that life is o straggede to see who
shall grah the most, ‘ s w CUIFes ‘
has obtained by ori1ln(l:“\‘\:1ttlz“l‘n~(l:::l;;l:hl‘:: ::,ll'l”“““f“jl”'?‘ e

Nob mis(iukc. vould he grenter 'll‘lw :l&’t :“”" ( w’ i omilh
by invention; hy ministering o ; -. l"““”‘”“ e

A s Ko new winds; by

; entic novel applive
tons in seience (o (he needs of duily life:

QL i 0 e ey i by enterprise wud

: cagricaltare, and manufaetares, s praetieally
the ereation of wealth - (e development of widue that but for
the exertions of jts possessors would have had no existence
The prosperous do not compliin, ‘

The strong ean take e
of themselves, 1T g K e cue
mseives, TS the feehle who m

ust be Hifted up and SUp

ported, and (o them the State owes jis abligattions, 1t s

‘( N Al g U ) " Y" 1
protecet (e wenle from OPPression, the poor fromn extortion
[
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the humble from injustices. It must secure universal diffuston
of civil and political rights, with vigorous guarantees [or the
sceurity of life, liberty, and property. It must provide edu-
cation for the ignorant, refuge for the defective, asylun for the
helpless, and give every man an equal chance to “get there’ if
he can,  If he gets left, his name is “ Dennig”

Pompey buys a hrush, whitewashes a fence, and carns {ifty
conts.

Millet, with the same outlay, paints ©The Angelus,” which
sells for one hundred and fifty thousand dollars,

So long as Powpey has the right to paint *“The Angelus®”
and Millet the right to whitewash the fence, neither has just
ground for complaint,  They have equal opportunity and must
be content,

But if a number of gentlemen combine and huy up all the
brushes, wind the lime, and the pigments, so that Pompey can-
not whitewash nor Millet paint without their consent, both
ny justly claim that they ave been deprived of their birth-
right and are subject to degrading bondage and servitude,

[t seems inequitable that Patt should receive filteen hun-
dred dollars Tor a song, while the scawstress earns (ifteen
cents fora day's work making shirts in o sweat-shop.  But if
every woman had the voice of the prima donna, and only one
woman in the world conld make shirts, the situation would be
reversed. The condition of the shirt-maker cannot be ame-
liorated by chunging political institutions, or methods of taxa-
tion, or by nationalizing manufactures. - If wages are to be
incereased, the number of seamstresses must be diminished or
people must wear more shirts,

The argument of Heury George for the abolition of private
ownership of land is that value is given to land by the landless,

-
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The same is true of everything clse,  The value of all praperty
comes from those who want it and do not have it The value
of shirts is given to them by the shirtless; the vahue of dinmonds,
by the diamondless; the value of railroads, by those who want
to travel,

The future will be richer than the past,  Vist us has been
the progress of the race, there are greater trivmphs to be won
Dby those that have eyes to see and cars o hear,

. The medicine for the ills of sociely must be found, therefore,
in individual cultivation and development, and the ultinute
appeal must be to conseienee and intelligenee proteet liberty
from the folly of is [riends and the fury of ity foes,
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