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A NATION'S GENESIS.

The genesis of other nations has been legendary und
abseure. They have had wn unrecorded infaney and  child-
hewnl of fuble wnd nythology,  Their dawn has cmerged
from w dim twilight peopled with vague shadows and phan-
toms, gods and giants aud heroes whose loves and wars are
written in the Hiud wnd odes of raee, But there is no Rom-
s nnd Renns business abont the United States of Amwericn;
pome of its famelers were suckled by wolves on the hanks
of the Bunes or the inhospitable shores of Massachusetts Bay,

The forty thousand Bnglishimen who migrated (o Virginia
and New Enghoud in the st hall of the seventeenth century
re o strangers, We know their mames, wheve they were
born, why they came, the day and hour they knded, and
what they did when they set fool on shore, We know, Tor
they Tive tobl us, it Massachusetts was discovered by
seeitlent and setthal by mistike,

The Pilgrines did not fntend to Lued at Plymouth, and
they wonhd not huve rengmined there coukd they have gotten
awity. They sailed Tor the Huodson, and after o tempestuous
vorvage of more than two womths, the Mayflewer anchored
el Cape Cod,

From: Novemboer o il Deeemiber 22 they explored the
sittlens s, el then, Linding on Plvimowth Roek, founded
the foons eodony without the knowledge of the eorprration
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that claimed the territory, and without the sunetion of the
sovernment by which it was elartered. They were neither
miuch better nor much warse than the avesyg Averiean
citizen to-day. No doubt they wanted the vight to worship
God according to the dictates of their own vonseienee; Ingt
six days in the week they had an ineredibly keen eve for
the main chance,

Those sombre exiles hrought in their cargo many things
that did not appear in the invoice. They unloded from
their shallop the elements of w civilization the ot rapa
cious, the most arrogant, the most relentloss ever kmwn
in the history of mankind. Those who signed their manes
to the compact of government in that dingy eiin relisd
social and political ideas of fnconceivalile viergy, self govern
nient, liberty of conscicuce, universal educition.  The s
spirit that penned that charter wrote (e Deebiration of In
dependence, the Coustitution, the Prochumdion of Eusnei.
pation, guided the pen of Tineoln, unshethed the sword of
Grant, trained the guns of Dewey at Manily, aned erented e
splendor and opulenee and power of the civiliztion of e
nineteenth century,

The preseriptions of these ploneers were simple. They
were neither dreamers nor doctrinaires  vor philimophiers,
They were not perplexed with theories nop abstraetions,
They were tired of kings. They were fntigued with heped
itary distinetions of rank and birth and stationr,  Thev 1o
solved to build a state in which all men should he imﬁt
fcally equal.  For the divine right of kings they substitiuned
the sovercignty of the people. Tu the place of provogitivey
and privilege for the fow they pul equal opportunities for

all. They determined to seetre the universal diffusion of
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social and - political rights among all citizens, accompanied
by suflieient gairantevs for the protection of life, the seecu-
rity of property, the preservation of liberty.  They pro-
jeeted thatt the means of education should he co-extensive
with the desire to know, and that the conditions of lappiness
should be compensurate with the capaeity to enjoy.

Anniversarivs are the exclamation points of history. ‘The
mind takes mysterious pleasure in their return,  ‘The birth-
iy of o hero reealls him from the tomb and he lives agaio
it the sonds of millions who rehearse his trivmplhs and deplore
his death,

Upine the dislaple of nations centuries are the hours,
aned althongh the twentieth cenmtury does not hepin until
Jromiay 1, tgon, iU s not inappropriate o recount the vast
achievement ol demoeratic principles in the hundred vears
now droving to their close,

Tt s eertain that in 8oo the most sanguine advocates of
demoeraey had no premonition of  the coming grandeur and
glovy of the Republic. s aren was (en mueh fess than
onv illion sgsre miles, which was more than doubled in
t8ag by the sadden and unauthorized  aequisition of (e
Lomistiane Territory from Napoleon, and has sinee heen in-
ervised by purehase and eonquest to three and a half milljons,
exclisivie of onr possessions i the West Indies and the Pacifie,

Ieis far within bounds to say that humanity has made
greater progress in the Inst hundred vears than in all the six
thowsand tiet preceded.

fn everything that makes Jile rich and valuable and warth
living for, headth, comfort, beauty and happiness, the hum-
blest artisun enjoys what kings could not purchase with
their treasures a century ago,
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When John L Blair, whe dicd o few weeks o o minety
seven, was horn, it ook longer G go fronn Hoston 1o Wy
ington than it does now Lo trivel Trom New YVieork to B
Trancisco, and cost hall as mueh o make e parnes
There were no railrowds nor steuthonts nor telegnaphs e
telephones, The only  mwans of  public convesams were
stage-conches, swiling vessels, wmd eadb-boats, Compmun
cation by mail was cqually vostly snd novertain, Ui
nati and St Louis were frontivr ontposts, amd the tame o
Chicago was not written in the gazettes. There wan not
a [riction maleh in the world, Fire, the jndispensabile nin
ister of eivilization, was preserved by being oovered i the
ashes at night or struek from the dint e steel ite Gk
Hlumination was by cionlles.  Eleetricity B bight, Jiweat,
and power was wuukunown,  Thee awlul lertoas s SHTeE Y
and the pangs of death il not been mitigated by ehibonoborn,
Intelligent sanitation wod seientilie wateition ad wat been
diseovered,  The typewriter, the sewinmg-nnehine, wnd asn
cultural machinery were phantoms of lope, Every cere o
grain was sowed broadeast, reaped by the sivhle, atnd el
by the *dull thunder of the altermsite il

I s dillicall (o coneeive the conditions and ineidents
of existence when John [0 Bliir wis e, soud weredibde
that the span of a single Gfe should inelde 1hea miraefes
of discovery and invention hy which earth las been ol
ol its scerets und the skivs of (heir Hysterives,

The mind is hewildered by (he cottemplation of iy
velous achievements in the nineteent centiry,

I Aime and spuce significed now wha they did i s,
the United States could not exisi untler one w

LOVerntent

It would not e possible to maintuin wity of [ ase 19
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identity ol interest between communitios separated by such
insepivable larvriers as Oregon and Florida. But time and
distimer are arbitrary terms, one depending on the Lrans-
missivar of theught, the other on the tansit of ourselves and
oty commpadities, our manulfetures and our harvests, The
continent das sheank tos span. The oceans are obliterated.
Lomdon and Paris and Peking and New York are next-door
neighhors,

These vast aveomplisbments of our mee have rendered
teronraey possible. Steam, eleetricity, and machinery have
vinanvipated millions swed left them free fo pursue higlher
tieens o efort, Labor hias heeome more renunerative,  The
Hewnd of wealth has vadsed mvrkuds (o comfort and many to
althuenee,

Ao D sewwy seers vemote, bt the intervad will pass like
aovisb i e aight when one awaketh, He who shall el
s story to the eager, Istening multitudes that distant mort-
gy possibly sesore them that the eneronchiments of
eapital have been pestidned and that lhor has ity just res
wand, et the sich are no lenger alllicted with sietiety nor
e powr with diseontents that we fieve wealth without osten-
otions, Bherty without Heeuse, taxation withoul oppression,
e Bresrdest edaeation, sond the kast eorruption ol maaners,
Porbigpes not. He e bidly reeord any great additional vie-
tortes over Notnpe, witless 10 be aeriad navigation, We have
congersd the caeth and the st Some (wenticth century

Belisont vy eonpuer the abimosphere,
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