HALLUCINATIONS OF DESPAIR.

The gentleman who said the love of money was the root
of all evil either had the epigram habit, and was the uncon-
scious dupe of his own exaggerations, or else he spoke with-
out reflection and from insuflicient ditu,

It was a hasty generalization which omitted from the
catalogue of the generie causes of evil the Iove of power and
glory, the hunger for fame, the passion for womun and the
grape, the appetite for knowledge that is forbidden.

There was no money in Iden. Adam drew no cheeks.
Eve ran no bills, Bvil in plenty exists among those whe
are not disturbed by the volume or the ratio of their cireu.
lating medium. But even were the aphorism of the moralivt
true, which it is not, it would he no diseredit to money. I
a successful wniverse evil s quite as indispensable s goeod.
It keeps the procession going. Without evil progress wenild
cease.

It is the contest between the forces which world destroy,
and those that would uphold which keeps the plnets i
their orbits and hangs the constellations in the firnsent,

Without temptation virtue would expire from Juck of
exercise, Were evil extinet, there would no longer e any
pretext for religion, nor any throne for the soveredgn of
the moral kingdom. Singing psalms, wiaving palm branches,

and taking constitutionals along the golden streets of the
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New Jerusalem would hecome monotonous if hell were abol-
ished.  To paraphrase Voltaire, were there no devil, it would
be necessary for man to invent one.  But this another story,

Perhaps by the love of money the polemic meant the sor-
did desire of wealth for its own sake, or for the purchase of
guilty pleasures or the accomplishment of wicked designs.

But the utmost ingenuity of the glossarian cannot change
the fact that among all sourees of carthly power the most
potent, palpable, and heneficent is that which aceompunies
the possession of money honestly acquired and honorably
employed,

Bome care nothing for ambition or reoown, bul every
one must have money—manhood may forget the joys of
youlh and age sink into an apathy which is indifferent alike
to the allurements of pleasure and the intoxication of success,
but noe one is so yvoung or so old as not to want money,  The
neeessity for cash beging with the germ and ends with the
period at the end of the epitaph.

The praises of poverty have been pronounced by the rich.
Senees wrote the calogy of poverty on o table of gold, but
nobody wants to be poor.  Some philosopher has suid that
the way Lo have what you want is to want what you lave;
and another, that it is better not to wish for a thing than to
have it but money still remaing the universal objeet of elhief
desire. The reason is obvious, Tor the individual, money
means education, travel, books, leisure, superiority to the
accidents of life, ecomely apparel, in health the hest cook,
in sickness the most skillful physician, the happiness of those
beloved, the Tuxury of doing good.  For society it means libra-
ries, museums, parks, galleries of art, hospitals, universitics,
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comfort for the unfortunate, splendor Tor the vich, vveryvihing
that distinguishes eivilization Trom harbarisa,

The aggregated wealth ol the United] Sbtes is eslnited
to he aboul seventy five hundeed willion dedbios. Thvided
equally per capita, caelt person would fove fn the neighlun
hood of twelve hundred dollars, nd the it secms o be
gaining ground that every man who his nere e s s
to that degree culpable fn it e i felomionady in pesesapm
of what morally belongs to sumeone else,

Al questions in our system, exeept these of theabogy,
are political, and come at kst to the ballot s Tor decision,
It is a government of numbers, and the mejority e Lo
than twelve Tintdred  dollars apiver, As things se ying
ot now, Lthe me is not fare off when the usor with o B lred
millions may he required (o show s title, sied i iere s any
flaw, to make restitution,

Some with meh less apparently Suleipde the eppsgn,
and are alreadv making comteibitions (o the eonseienee fund
of the nation, wnnouncing that it is diserediteble for any
man o die rvich, The millionaires are on e defensive,
They are beginning o apologize.  Some ane explriding,
which is an involuntary t(ribute (o pubilic opindon,  Tdif
ferent to statutes, human or divine, they erend the didly
newspaper aid the verdiel of the people, Thev belong 1o
that class, engendered by superfluous wealtls, amony whem
education has degenerated into Hippant pebiey; veligion
into shallow mysticism; polities into a vikge prassion for arise
toeracy ) sociely into a languid moh of sveoplumits, the o
asites of English pederasts and  Froneh grisetivs, with the
spirit of Uriah Ieep and the morals of Robwert Miestire,

For whatever hatred and exasperition there are agsiinst,
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wealth in the United States its possessors are direetly respon-
sible.  They have brought it upon themselves by their sense-
less greed and folly and rapacity.  Great vewards for great
services is the law of our race. No genuine American grodges
the fortune acquired by industry, courage, enterprise, fore-
thought, amd genius in fair competition and honest rivalry,
whether it be a million or o hundred million, e does not
believe that any limit can be fixed for individual acepuisi-
tion, nor Ut the wealth of the rich is the cause of the pov.
erly of the poor, nor in taking from those who have ad
giving lo those who have not,  Least of all does he accept
(hose vagaries of the impotent, which would deprive ambition
of ity ifncentive and labor of its reward, and instend of lifting
all to the level of the highest, would drag all down to the
staundard of the lowest.

The Osage tribe of Indians, whose Tertile reservation lies
between Kansas and the Creek country, is the richest comnun-
ity in the world,  Their per capita of wealth is more than ten
times grester than that of the most opulent civilized nation,

They munber about 1,500, They lve in the United
States Treasury nearly eight million dollars, derived mainly
from the sale of soperfluous lands, drawing interest at the
rate of 7 per eent. They own in addition newrdy one mil-
Hon five hundred thousand  acres of  woodland, farns, and
pastures, worth not less than ten dollars an aere,

fach Osage Indinn, man, woman, and child, is worth at
least fifteen thousand dollars,  Bvery family, upon o division,
would possess onan average sixty thousand dollurs, It s
heled and owned in conmon. Al their industries are " nation-
alized.”  The Government takes care of their property, super-
intends their edueation and religion, provides food and cloth-
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ing, protects the weak from the aggressions of the stronge, and
abolishes as far as it may the injustice of destiny.  All have
equal rights; none have special privileges,  They toil net,
neither do they spin.  “The problems of existence e solviad
for them. “The rate of wages, the hours of kthor, the wierned
increment, the rapacity of the monopolist, the wromgs of the
toiler, the howl of the demagogue du not disturh nor perplex
them. They have ample leisare for intellectunl cultivation
and development, for communion with Nature and for the
contemplation of art, for the joys of Lhome, hut they e
. Osage Indians.

Socialism and conununism are the preseriptions of those
who have failed. They are the lhallucimations of denpnir,
They have been tried and found wanting,  Insteied of heing
novelties, they are the refuse and débris of historv.  Civili-
zation has been built on their ruins.
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