THE ANNEXATION OF HAWAIIL

(Written immediately after President McKinley sent the Hawaiian Treaty
to the Senate, June 16, 1897.)

Midway between the Golden Gate and Yokohama, but far
outside a line drawn from the northwestern to the southwest-
ern extremities of the Republie, lies the archipelago known on
the map as the Sandwich Islands, set like a cluster of gems in
the immeasurable azure of the Pacific, where one hundred
years ago Captain Cook found half a million natives living in a
state of feudal communism, without laws or morals or indus-
try, their simple wants supplied by Nature beneath a sky that
was cloudless, and in a year that had no winter,

Civilization bequeaths 1o weaker races only its viees.
The Indian, the Negro, the Chinese, the Hindoo, the Polyne-
sian, are illustrations of the blessings which Christian nations
bestow upon their vietims,  Since 1778, the date of discovery,
the native population, under the benign influences of aleohol
and disease, has constantly declined Gl but a fraction remains.
In the twenty-five vears following the landing of Cook fully
one-half of the original inhabitants perished from these causes,
and the diminution has since steadily progressed.  Their final
extinetion or absorption is the decree of destiny,

‘The fertile lands, the harbors, the political functions,
meanwhile have heen acquired by foreigners, who control the
commeree, the agriculture, and the government of the islands,
and desire to make them a colony, a territory, or a dependency
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of the United States. “Treaties to this end have repeatediy
been considered, and the latest is now pending (June, 18g7)
for ratification by the Senate.

It must he conceded that our policy hitherto has heen
strietly: continental from the beginning,  We have rejectd
all efforts to extend our boundaries outside the North Anier-
ican continent.  We have permitted the other great Powers
to establish naval stations in the West Indies, which are n
menace o every seaport upon our Atlantic copst,  “I'he hun-
ger for the horizon seemed (o have been sitiated, bt the
instinet for conquest, which is such o powerlul pussion in onr
race, has heen inactive, ot hecause it wis extinet, hut beeise
we had enough. The Louisiana and Florida Pureluse, (e
annexation of Texas, (e robbery of Mesieo, satisficd Trom
time to time the appetite of the pioneer,  But ut kst we e
abolished the frontier and subjugated (he desert,  “The publie
domain 'is exhausted,  The struggle for life is heeoning more
intense.  Competition is more bitter and strenuons. Hiowiety
Is now in a hand-to-hand contest with the destruetive forees
wliich eivilization itsell has engendered, aned it is evident 1hat
we are entering a new epoclt in our history, I we do 1ot proy
upon others, we may prey upon otrselves.

The indications also are that England, France, Spain, Cer
many, and Russia are yielding to (he time spirlt which mani.
fests itself in the sullen discontent of the poor el the fatal
satiety of the rich, and secking new fields for adven ture anl
new markets for trade,

We have come in the United States to the fork of (he roiuds,
Our industrial competitors and rivals have entered upon u
career of stupendous rapacity.  In Africn, Asi, China, the
Philippines, in ¢very abode of inferior races, they are enpaged
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in schemes of plunder and depredation as savage and brutal

as the ravages of the Huns or the descent of the Goths and

Vandals.

Directly in the pathway of our commerce with Australia,
the Orientals, and the Northern Pacific, the inevitable route
of the ocean cable, the rendezvous of fleets and navies, lies this
little insular domain whose fate within the next thirty days
is to be determined by the votes of ninety men hehind the
closed gates of the Senate of the United States. That the
sandwich Islands will belong to us or to some unfriendly power
in the immediate future may be taken for granted. They can
not stand alone. They have neither the population nor the
wealth to hold their own in the family of nations.

The fundamental question before the American people,

therefore, is not so much whether it will be to our advantage to
annex them, as to whether it will be to our disadvantage to
have Tingland annex them; whether with thirty-five hundred
miles of vulnerable frontier on the north, with the fortifications
of Halifax and Vancouver at either end on the Atlantic and
Yacific, we can afford to have this blustering ruffian of the
world build another Gibraltar in mid-ocean, where her ships
can assemble and menace our sea-front from the Columbia
River to the Nicaragua Canal.

It needs no soothsayer to predict that the next theatre
of industrial and commercial activity will be in the Kastern
Hemisphere, ‘The unprecedented energy of Japan, the exten-
sion of the Russian railroad system through the Asiatic Con-
tinent, and the subsequent development of its navy and com-
mercial marine, the gold exodus of the valley of the Yukon,
the enormous value of the forests and fisheries of the North-
west, and the new highways and centers of exchange that
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fanciful than real. It could be made a county of the State

of California, with the consent of that commonwealth. It

could be attached for judicial and municipal purposes, under
the same conditions, to Oregon or Washnigton. It is fur-
ther out than the Isles of Shoals from New Hampshire, or
Nantucket from Massachusetts, but the conditions are the
same. It could be declared a military reservation, or it might
be governed by commissioners under a code ke the District
of Columbia. It would not be indispensable for the pres-
ervation of liberty and self-government that Hawaii should
be admitted into the Union as a separate and independent
State. )

Mr. James Bryce has written an article for The Forum
upon ““The Policy of Annexation for America,” in which
he expresses the opinion that we should not increase our
territory nor enlarge our navy, nor incorporate populations
not homogeneous and similar. He fears we might be com-
pelled to maintain two powerful fleets, one in the Pacific and
one in the Gulf of Mexico, to defend Cuba and Hawaii from
foreign attack, if, as he is apprehensive we may, we should
annex these islands. He deprecates the “‘earth hunger”
which rages among Tiuropean states, and Lopes we will wait
until the appetites arve fully satiated. This eminent Eng-
lishman is the author of an exceedingly valuable and inter-
esting work on ““The American Commonwealth,” and the peo-
ple of the United States will greatly appreciate his solicitude
for their welfare. “The information he conveys as to our ““mis-
sion” is also novel and instructive, and will have great weight
in determining our conduct in the fulure. His advice con-
cerning our duty and our policy in this crisis ought to be the
subject of early consideration by the President and his Cabi-
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net, lest we descend from our pedestal of “wise onl poie
detachment,” whalever that may b,

The Professor Is wiser i his iy awd genteratoa than
the children of light.  Ilis attituede of lofty snd patronizing
superiority from uny other souree wonkdl seem Bk s
ranted and insufleruble fmpertinence, Condng frome a0 eit
izen of the nation which has Thitually trampled v e
rights of the feeble and helpless in the fomr guarters od the
cartly, the chartered hully of the sews, it les eletenta of
the grotesque,  He admits ineantionsdy that the famey o
coloring new territories Hritish on the sop™ b bad s
thing to do with these reeent extensions of Beitisl anthoriny,
but feels that i woutld be unfortumte shondd the Unitesd Seates
be led into any similar courses,  OQuite s, Prodese HIT
the analysis which detects in the anmesition of st any
any resemblance to the subjugation and plusder of Tadia,
or the Rhodes conspiraey in South Afvied, in it ey Pl
sophical nor aceurate, It ks persprative,  Shondhd Predes
sor Jones, of Hurvared, or Profesor smith, of Uhieager Uing
versity, print in The Nincteenth ¢entury sieh a0 becture 1o
the people of Vugland on (heir mission, their dursy, el thew
policy, it would he treated with vontemptmnes detiskos s o
ill-mannered exhibition of Vauker impudenee,

OF course, if we tuke hiowaiil, we must keepo . That
goes without saying, I i is wineked, we s dedernl gt
By fleets and fortresses we must ke it mupregmabde Al
this is implied.  IF we get down from the pedestul v wlnel
the Professor has placed us, wmd enger Wb ey o

markets for our surplus products e Wrestd o ong sy

plus population, we must go arnped. Hibles amd ynsndon
aries and missals and treaties of arbitration will not b,
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We talk of Christian civilization, but when the Venezuela
boundary question. was up a few months ago, the passion
of the people broke out into a hoarse roar for blood,  Gen-
eral Sehurz points out the danger in Harper's Weekly,  Tlis
experienee as a soldier gives lis opinion great value, e
never believed in taking any risks.  He regards our position
now as safe, and sbrinks from exposure. e is courageous
enotgh, however, to admit that Hawaii can be defended if
the people are willing to pay the bills, “Ihis is (he opinion
also of the retail grocer and the proprictor of the minety-
nine -cent hargain-counter,

Speaker Reed says we can wait, 8o we can, The trouble
is that the other nrtions will not wait, The Speaker has
not in other emergencies heen wanting in agaression,  Pa-
tienee is one of the cardinal virtues, but the Speaker hag
1ot been a companion of Job hitherto, s great fame has
derived none of it Tustre Trom patience. He says there is
no need ol ey in aggrosbizement, and (hat as we grow
we will spread fast enough, which is perspicacious; as we
grow older we shall inerease in years, T has heen said that
evervihing eomes to hitn who waits, but (his is not true
of tmations,  OF them i may be said, as of the Kingdom of
Heaven, that the violent take it by foree,

From the ceononie standpoint, the soil of awaii is for-
tile, the elimate fncomparable, To its spontancous prod-
uets have been added sugar, potittoes, indigo, coflee, and
wool, U can readily support a population of o million and
alford Targe customs and excise revenues to the Government
far heyond any  possible cost of  maintenanee,  Mingling
with the large patriotic and strategic considerations is the
sugar tarill, which may at Jast be the decisive factor in
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the vote on the treaty, The Dingley HH, by inereasing
the duty on sugar, luts stimubued the culbuee of the sgar

“beet, especially in the semiarid amd upbosd regions of he

West, where agricullural depression s been piost sevepe
and  disastrous, and  pelitical  aberration gt esvessive
Never much enamored with  high  duties hitherto, thew

‘interests have now organized w formidadde apprositien to

Hawaiion amnexation on the ground Uit free vane saen
will interfere injuriously with the dnfant et s dus
try, And it cannot he doubted that the s senfiment
is supporting the Spaniards in the Colun insorrection,  Tha
the senators frone the West will be whelly itrassthilic G0 fhese
ifluenees is not (o he expeeted, T would md b vreditahie
il they were, They represent their eonstitnenvies as well
as the Nulion, The future of partivs is nncertan, snd
the contests for suecession they st reconeile contlicting
interests and appeal to that public opinion which is the 11
bunal of fast resort, It would he strange, bt s HTEAUE
cdented, i, after all, the fnte of the Trety of Annesadjon
and the Reeciprocity Treuty, umder which fur several v
stigar has been admitted free of duty, sl langee Ny
matters relatively of little more vonstguence than the reck
oning of a tapster's arithmetic,

They will do well to remember that Tor mtisms, s foy

‘men,

“Tomulition tes o thousind s
That one by one puasue, 1 YOu Rive way,
Like (o an entered tde, ey wll rosl biy
And lewve you Binduost,”

COUNTY COMM
A% ME 30 RD - Grean




	The Annexation of Hawaii

