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THE LAST OF THE JAYHAWKERS.

‘The Audubon of the twentieth century, as he compiles the
history of the birds of Kansas, will vainly search the ‘‘Ornitho-
logical Biographies™ of his illustrious predecessor for any allu-
sion o the “juyhawk,” Investigation will disclose the jay
(Cyanurus cristatus), and the hawk (Accipeter fuscus): the
former a mischievous, quarrelsome egg-sucker, a blue-coated

cousin of the crow and an epicure of carrion; the latter a cloud-

haunting pirate, the assassin of the atmosphere, whose flattened
skull, rapacious beak, and insatiable appetite for blood impel
it Lo an ageney of destruction, and place it among the repulsive
ratiks of the living ministers of death. Were it not that Nature
forbids the adulterous confusion of her types, he might surmise
that the jayhawlk was a mule among birds, the illicit offspring

" of some sudden Hason or acrial intrigue, endowed with the most

malign attributes of its progenitors, But as this conclusion
would be unerringly rejected by the deductions of his science,
he would be compelled to look eclsewhere for the origin of
this obscure tenant of the air, whose notable exploits caused
it to he accepted as the symbol of the infant State, giving
to a famous regiment its title, and to'{the inhabitants their
novel appellation of “Jayhawkers,” by that happy nomenclature
which would induce the unsophisticated chronicler to suppose
that the population of Illinois was composed entirely of in-
fants at the breast, and that the chief vegetable productions

ol Missouri were ipecac and lobelia,
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Convinced by his rescarches that the javhawk no Jomgoer
existed, he would naturally inquire whether it Tad onee lived
and became extinet, or whether it was merely o fbudous
myth, the creation of vagrant i.mcv yving only in a dresn
er’'s brain,

Instances arc not wanting of other celebrated birds whese
origin is cequally uncertain, and whose existence vven s
Dbeen denicd Prominent among them is the dodo, that SN
ma in fL‘\.LIlC‘Ih, the Tast of whose meluncholy rece was e
ported to have expired not carlier than two centiuries Hgo,
upon the island of Mauritins,  “This heliel was iwerpted by
the scientific world upon what appeared (o he eredible e
«dence; and yet its crroncousness wus conclusively shown
by Oliver Wendell Holmes, in a case involving the ¢ Juaestion,
tried several years since hefore e Suffolk Common Ple 1N,
in which the doctor introduced in testimony w bLill of sale
showing incontrovertibly that a dodo had heen recently

sold in Boston, and that consequently the species conld not

have been extinet. ‘The doctment was as ol
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The lurid placards of modern insurance compinies hiyve
familiarized the public mind witl the phoenis, an Arabiag
fowl, reputed to live five hundred years, al the expiration
of which patriarchal period, it erected o faneral pyre of sweet
scented woods and aromatic gums, perched upon jts apex,

fanned it into flame by the undalations ol its tail and was suicid-
ally consumed in the conflagration. It is reluted of o fameouns
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wit who supposed he was dying that his physician felt of his
extremities, found they were not cold, and told his patient
that no man could die while his feet were warm; to which he
responded that he had heard of one who did, and being asked
to name him, replied, *“John Rogers!” whereupon a heavenly
smile 1it up his wan features and he passed on to the higher life,’
The pheenix was another instance of the same fact, and its
last hours were probably consoled by the thought that out
ol its ushes another pheenix would arise to repeat the ex-
periment, be similarly caleined and reproduced, and subse-
quently alluded to by an American newspaper in connection
with the great Chicago fire. As but one pheenix existed at
one time, and he was his own  successor, this bird has the
Tionor of being the only known illustration in the animal king-
domt ol a sole corporation.

The reader of tlie “Arabian Nights Futertainments’ will
not fail to recall the roc—the roe upon which so many have
split—the roc of ages gone by, one of whose eggs, suitably
decomposed, would have made an omelette for the entire
Liberal Republican party of Kansas,

Time would fail to tell of the auk, the emu, the harpy,
the apteryx, and the ornithorhyncus, of whom the world
was not worthy, that have wandered in deserts and moun-
tains, and in dens and caves of the carth; vague, mysterious
creatures, congeners of the jayhawk in its dubious origin
and its wild carcer.

The jayhawk is a creation of mythology. Every nation
has its myths, human and animal, some of which disappear
as the State matures, while others continue to stand out upon
its early horizon in conspicuous proportions, enlarged rather
than diminished by the distance that intervenes. The infancy
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and childbood of communitivs, as well as that of individiads,

abound in legends and traditions which hecanie ervstillized by
time into a mythology in which qualitics hecome pursonitied,
and the forces and operations of Nuature are symbolized us liv-
ing beings, so that history, like the nursery, has its Mother
Goose’s Melodies whose idle rliymes were st at the eraedle
of the race.

In the twilight of time the domain of fact insensibly
yields to the shadowy realm of fable; the true aned the fulse
are confonded; the real is indistinguistmble from e g e
inary; and out of the confusion is born a hrood nf phay
toms and chimeras, centaurs, demi gods wed godedesses, Tieroes
and monsters, pheenixes and javhawks, that ander different
names have peopled the carly tines of tvery mation sigee
the world began,  In this str ange procreation, bewuty hecones
Venus; strength, Hereules; appetite, Bacehus) nuarhood, in ity
glory, Apollo; and the clements (hemselves are entdowed with
sentient life,

The process is not, as we are apt (o naging, peenliar
to the races of antiquity, bul is witnessed in the history of
every community, great or small, which altempty the
periment of an independent existence,

ox
The realism of later

wir insubistin-
tial vestments and reve als their native deformity, as the

traveler with his lens deteets tpon the distant summit which
seems but a deeper stain upon the forchead of (he nmerning
sky, its ragged garb of forest and its gray sealp of rock; but
generally they become more respectable with age, They are
accepted as facts, Toelry decorates thent with its varnish,
Orators cover them with o rhetorical veneer, amd they are
incorporated into the general literature of the country,
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IHad an irreverent Athenian ventured to doubt Silenus
or denounce Priapus, he would probably have heen received
with a stormy outery like that which greeted Bancroft when
he ventured to disclose the truth about some of the paragons
of carly American history. And yet it cannot be denjed
that the popular notion of the founders of the Government
is as purely mythologicallas the Grecian dream of Jupiter
and Minerva, With what awe in our boyhood do we con-
template the majestic name of Washington! “That benign
and tranquil although somewhat stolid visage looks down
upon us [rom a serene atmosphere unstained with earthly
passion.  That venerable fame bears no taint of mortal
Frailty save in the juvenile episode of the hatehet, in which
the venial error is expiated by the inmmortal candor of its
confession.  ‘To our revering fancy, the massive form wrapped
in military cloak stands forever at midnight upon the frozen
banks of the Delaware, watching the patriot troops cross
the ey current in the darkness before the grand morning
of Trenton; or clse, arrayed in black velvet small-clothes,
resigning his commission o the Continental Congress at
Aunnapolis, We learn in riper years, with grief not unmin-
gled with ineredulity, that (his great man was subject to
ungovernable outbreaks of rage, that hie swore like a mule-
driver, and that he was not only the Tather of his Country,
but also of Governor Posey ol Indiana, '

Wit such disheartening examples before us, it is not
unreasonable to believe that the student of Kansas history
a hundred years henee, as he reverts from the men and
manners of that degenerate time to the first splendid lustra
of hisy native State, will turn to Genesis vi. 4 for consola-
tion, and say with a sigh: ““There were giants in the edrth
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in those days.” The colossal characters mwrtured i the
primeval convulsions of our politics will lave passed ot
mythology. Tradition will have lent its pensive charm o
the eloquence of Cuarney, the unguenchalile fire of Crawford,
Tane's impregnable virtue, Lowe's agpressive vigor, the sen
sitive honor of Clarke—that “tall voung ok of the Faw,"
whose acorns fattencd the swine in Caldwoells stve Caldwell,
who proudly rose in his seat in the United Sttes Semate in “ea
and hurled back with indignation the charge it he bl
his senatorial toga at a political slop shop ah 'whes condid for-
bear to admil that there were indeed ginnts in the ettt
those days?

This was the close of the epoch when the Juvluowk few in
the troubled wtmosphere, U was an varly bind, wd it St
many a Missouri worm.  The worms did not ulsjeet o the
innocent amusement of the bird, hut Usey fnsisted (i pubilie
opinion, must and should be respected,

But the bird had a mission. 1 could el be et with
chiafl, nor would it allow salt to be put on its il It parsied
its ministry of retribution, protection, aned vengeanes through
many bloody years, Gll the worms were fain (o coueede the
superiority of their feathered antagonist e adopt the senti
nient of the popular melody, “Oh, birdie, I am tired fow !

‘The Border Ruflians in 56 construeted the vecudeabion in
which the jayhawk was hatelied, and it broke the shell wpon the
reedy shores of the Marais des Cygnese Tt Bty were
migratory, and for many yeuars its habitat wis sonthern Ran
sas; but eventually it extended its fiekl of aperitions north
ward, and soon after the outhreuk of (he wir wis doguiciled in

_ the gloomy defiles and loncly forests of (he Blulfs whese rugped
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bastions resist the assaults of the Missouri from the mouth of
the Kaw to the Nebraska line,

The situation was favorable. ‘I'he occasion was auspicious.
The new State, itself intensely loyal, had but two lines of inter-
course with its Fastern sisters—one by rail and one by river—
both under the control of enemics who considered the engulf-
ing of trains through broken bridges, and the murder of wnsus-
pecting passengers upon steamers from ambush along the
shores, as honorable warfare,

To the west and south extended unpeopled and desolate
solitudes, open to sudden invasion. Hostile camp-fires hurned
around the fistulous lakes in the fortsts of Buchanan and
Platte, and the insolent challenge of the sentinel was heard at
nightfall upon the shores of the deserted river, ‘The memories
of hrutal wrongs were {resh in the memories of implacable
sullerers, ”

The farms and plantations of that irregular triangle known
as the ' Platte Purchase,”
River, abounded in horses and herds, hogs and cattle—the

whose hypothenuse is the Missouri

accumulation of years of unexampled prosperity, Its fat soil
nurtured magnificent orchards.  Its hroad fields, cultivated
by a race of negroes whose average intelligence was superior
Lo that of their lazy lords, had returned incredible yields of
wheat, hemp, and corn,  Money was abundant. Cranary,
biu, and larder were overflowing.  Spacious mansions, with
airy verandas and porticos, comfortable appurtenances of
barns, sheds, and ont-buildings, reposed in the tranguil seclu-
sion of pastured lawns, whose ancient trees cast o vencarble
shade upon the blue-grass sward below.

Indilferent roads and lack of public conveyances rendered
the saddle the chiefl dependence for local communication, and

COUNTY COM!
A% MWE 30 RO - Cire




COUNTY COMMUNITY Cf
45 NE 30 R - Great Bend,

152 Joun JAMES INGALLS,

resulted in a breed of incomparable riding horses, whose peet-
liar gait, known as “‘single-foot rack," is the poetry of locomo-
tion, A\ generous diet, freedom from the worst wiires of life,
and much exercise on horseback during the greater portion of
the year had gradually produced a raee of ruddy and stalwart
men, bold and turbulent by nature in vouth, hut remdered
timid by wealth and toned down to inaction in riper years by
too mueh fat bacon and “apple-jack and honey,

Slavery, as practiced among themy, had few of ity most
repulsive featurces; hut its existence fixed Cheir politicit) vone
victions, So they put their sous on their hest horses aned sent
them South with plethorie saddle bags to join tre hordes of
Price, while they themselves remained al home upon their
plantations and avowed their unalternble devotion o the
Constitution and the Union.

Amid the convulsions of the period, and with the stimnlus
of an unappeasable appetite for vengennee, such an inviting
field could not long remain unvisited, “The templation wis
irresistible, and the jayhawk plumed itself for the quaTTY
“The courts were closed, “I'he regular armies were enpaged m
other directions. ‘The authorities upon either side were Lo
much engrossed to listen to complaints, ‘e YOULUE nen were
in the brush or the camp Al the ordimry avocations of
industry and the usual pursuits of life were wl an end, The
negroes Jaid down the shovel and the hoe, picked ap as sub
stitutes for the agrieultural implements, mules, horses, wag
ons, furniture, beds, hedding, provisions, and simultancons]y
started for Kansas, waking the cchoes as they thronged that:
ferries with the amazing clhorus, “Oh, we're the Snollig mlers,
and we’ll all jine de Union !’ In some instances they were
purstied by their former owners, assisted by their facile parti-
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sans in the land of refuge, conveyed by night in skiffs across
the river, and, after frightful preliminary torture, deliberately
burned to death.

At this time patriotism and larceny had not entirely coal-
esced, and upon the debatable frontier between these contend-
ing passions appeared a race of thrifty warriors, whose souls
were rent with conflicting emotions at the thought of their
bleeding country’s wrongs and the available assets of Missouri.,
Their avowed object was the protection of the border. ‘Iheir
real design was indiscriminate plunder. They adopted the
name of *“Jayhawkers,"”

Conspicuons among the irregular heroes who thus sprang
to arms in 18671, and ostensibly their leader, was an Ohio stage-
driver by the name of Charles Metz, who, having graduated
with honor from the penitentiary of Missouri, assumed from
prudential reasons the more cuphonious and distinguished
appellution of “Cleveland,”  Ide was a picturesque brigand,
Iad he worn a slashed doublet and trunk hose of black velvet,
he would have been the ideal of an Italian bandit. Young,
ercet, and tall, he was sparely built, and arrayed himself like
a gentleman in the costume of the day.  His appearance was
that of a student. His visage was thin, his comnplexion olive-
tinted and colorless, as il “sicklicd o’er with the pale cast of
thought.,” Black piercing cyes, finely cut features, dark lLair
and beard correctly trimmed, completed a loul ensemble that
was strangely at varviance with the aspeet of the score of disso-
Tute and dirty desperadoes that formed his command.  These
were generally degraded raffians of the worst type, whose high-
est idew of elegance in personal appearance was to have their
mustaches died o villainous metallic black, irrespective of the
consideration whether its native hue was red or brown, It is




COUNTY COMMUNIT
24% NE 30 RO - G

Great Bend,

154 Joun Jamis INGALLS,

a noticeable fact that a dyed mustache stamps its weirer inevit.
ably cither as a pitiful snob or an frreclabnable seowdrel,

The vieinity of the fort, with its troops, reudered Loy
enworth undesjrable as o base of operations. 8t Josepht was
also heavily garrisoned, and Uy aecordingly selected Atehi-
son as the point from which to move on the ehemy s works,
Atchison at that time contained about twenty-five hundred
inhabitants, Its business was (ransacted upon one street,
and extended west about four blocks from the river,  [is [ami
tion upon the extreme curve of the “Crand Détour ™ of the
Missouri aflording unrivalled facititios for eseape o the inte.
rior in the event of pursuit.  Having heen prineipally settled
by Southerners, it still afforded much legitinuute gane for ouy
bird of prey, and its loyul populatien having already largely
enlisted, the city was incapable of wrganized resistiutice (o (hl'
depredations of the marauders,

They established their headeuarters at the saloon of o Ger.
man named Tirnest Remier, where they held their couneids of
war, and whence they started upon their forays.  The winter
was favorable to their designs, as the river closed virly, enabling
them to cross upon the jce. Cleveland proclaimed himself
Marshal of Kansas, and aanounced his determination to run
the country. IIe invited the cordial coiperation of wll good
citizens to assist him in sustaining the Government wngd prnisly-
ing its foes, TIgnorant of his resodrees aned his purposes, (he
people at first were inelined (o weleome (el SUrange guests as
a protection from the dangers to which they were exposed ; hut
it soon beecame apparent that the doelors wore worse han the
disease. “I'hey took possession of {he town, defied the munici
pal authorities, and committed such intolerable exeesses that

their expulsion was a matter of publie sufety.  “I'heir incursions
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into Missouri were so frequent and audacious that a company
of infantry was sent from Weston and stationed at Winthrop
to effect their capture, but to no purpose. They soon ceased
to inguire about the political views of their victims, If a man
had an enemy in any part of the country whom he wished to
injure, he reported him to Cleveland as a rebel, and the next
night he was robbed of all he possessed and considered fortu-
nate il he escaped without personal violence, In some cases,
at the intercession of friends, the property was restored; but
generally there was no redress, A small detachment of cav-
alry was sent from the fort to take them, but just as they had
dismounted in front of the saloon and were hitching their
lorses, Cleveland appeared at the door with a cocked navy in
cach hand and told them e would shoot the first wman that
moved o finger,  Calling two or three of his followers, he dis-
armed the dragoons, took their horses and equipments, and
sent them hack on foot to refleet upon the vieissitudes of
military affairs,

Farly in 1862 the condition hecame desperate, and the city
uuthéritics, in connection with the commander at Winthrop,
concerted a schieme which hrought matters to a crisis.  Cleve-
Jand and about a dozen of his gang were absent in Missouri on
a seout,  ‘Fhe time of their return was known, and Marshal
Holbert had his forees stationed in the shadow of an old ware-
house near the bhank of the river. It was a hrilliant moonlight
night in midwinter,  ‘The freebooters emerged form the forest
and crossed upon the ice,  They were freshly mounted, and
cach one had a spare horse,  Accompanying them were {wo
sleighs loaded with negroes, harness, wid miscellancous plun-
der,  As they ascended the steep shore of the levee, uncon-
seious of danger, they were all taken prisoners, except Cleve-
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land, who turned suddenly, spurred his horse down the SN
bankment, and eseaped. The captives were tuken to Wy
ton, where they soon afterward enlisted in the Federal Ay,
The next day Cleveland rode into town, sptured the City Mir-
shal on the street, and declared his intention to Lels? him as o
hostage for the safety of his men, e compelled the Marshid
to walk by the side of his horse a short distance, when, finding
crowd gathering for his capture, he struck him a Dlow on the
head with his pistol and fled. e continued his expluits fur
some months, but was finally driven to bty i one of the soutly-
ern counties, and, attempting to let himself down the side of a
precipitous ravine, was shot by a soldier from whove v the hall
entering under his arm and pussing throngl his hml\‘ i
temporary widow took his sacred elay (o 8L, Joseph, where ity
place of interment is marked by a marhle headstone hearing
the usual memoranda, and coneluding wnt.h the following :
"One hero Tess on eartly,
One angel more in eaven "

The unreliable eharacter of sravestone literature hay heon
the theme of frequent comuuent, hut unless this ostensible
culogy was intended as o petrified picee of joe alarity wnd gru.
tuitously inscribed by the seulplor, it may, perhe aps, be justly
considered the most liheral application of the maxim, “A/ de
wortuis nisi bonum,” to he found in any American cenmetery
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