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The other continents are convex, with an interior dome or
range, from whose declivities the waters descend to the cir-
cumference; but North America is concave, having mountain
systems parallel. with its castern and western coasts, whose
principal streams fall into the Atlantic and the Pacific.

Between the Appalachian and the Cordilleran regions a vast
central valley, more than two thousand miles wide from rim to
rim, extends with uniform contour from the tropics to the pole.

"'he crest of this colossal cavity nearly coincides with the bound-
ary between the Dominion and the United States, its northern
part drained by the Mackenzie and Red rivers into the Arctic
Ocean, and its southern, by the Mississippi and its six hundred
{tributaries, into the Gulf of Mexico.
| In a remote geological age this continental trough was the
[ bed of an inland sea, whose billows broke upon the Allegha-
nies and the Rocky Mountains—archipelagoes with precipitous
islands rising abruptly from the desolate main.

The subsiding ocean left enormous saline deposits, which,

at varying depths, underlic much of its surface, and which later
1 were succeeded by tropical forests and jungles, nurtured by
: heat and moisture, their carbon st;afiﬁed in the coal meastires
of the interior, and heneath whose impervious shadows, after
many centuries, wandered herds of gigantic monsters, their
fossil remains yet found in the loess of the Solomon and the

443

COUNTY COM
oA NE 30 RO - o



AALKH

COUNTY COMMU

2a% NE 30 RO - Groat Bend

444 Jonee Jasms Ineoanns,

Smoky ITIL  Inw subsequent epoeh, as the Tand Devane vo)
e feydt . ~ . ‘ o " raler
by radiation and firmer by draitage, the sanibane w N
sade s {1 AT T A were g,

ceeded by ruminants, like the badfale el (e atttelopse, whicl
119446 : a 7 ’ e
pasture rricuels . .
pastured in myriads upon e sueenlent herloge, il folloy 1
the scasons in their endless migrations -
Mysterious colonizations of strange noes o 0 i
2oee 1 . LA Hiwen o dhe
Aztees, the Mound-builders, the Ciove dwelligs wl .
;- ‘ * B ety
is unkr APBRLIC wrti R
1 nknown, appeared upon the fertile plaois wd preriskied
z N o ) ' » hRis SN
caving no traces of their wins wd their velisinns, save 1] o
weapons that the 1 N ReE s e pady
' pons that the ploagh exlnunes from their oimed fortifi
tions, and the broken idols it irreverent ‘ .

in their sacrificial motmds,

i
selemve dewoyers
.U.p(i)l.l the western aeelivity of the Tuasin, where s syl
;}:& is lll‘t“(){'svcl/t.wl by its grewter dinmeter, Livs m:» 11;:“::”“;
SELTLS LS e < Vi ! : 0 e
ha;zsvlvshidlé;ﬁl:l;};l\;\l’.|tvxfe”; soestlled fronn the Blae anl wmiv’v
¢ 1 i the reeesses of (1
lows of the hills, atd broods alyove the
covenant of penece,  I( is suadrangular

e forests, the fiol.
placid streams like o
ot o b sitve for the exeis
its northeastern corner by the weanderings of {1 i
o) 1o 1 )
200 miiles wide by g0 miles long

1 Missoniroo
ical centre of the territory of tlw‘ [”::111 :‘:;“;;‘“‘“‘* ih”'x}g"“wn!’lh
52,000,000 acres eradindlc B AL TS S LR T
fee,t ﬂi)(ﬁvoc 1':1;; vgfl.:ilfx.tlls aseeneds from an elevation of utxf
western botmdm‘y-‘ I‘lt hl::«; “L"l‘;‘l“:““""i" oo o
restem boundury. 1t § ey annal lemperature of 53
storms, 198 clzly:rozZn{)I:fi~lm,?hvs; h wevmige of a0 ”ﬂmdﬁl‘:
o 1 Th‘is .in.cuﬁ ‘,lmm fr'u..wl. and 46,8 3y miles of wined
— rlm; W;(. ‘:;lxmv 15 retivulated by inonumerahle
oo or Smm: . I“nc »1. colleet the storm witters, whose
S Sium‘lmv( c: 1‘)9:1111;; chunnels in the friable wil
b Kausus,) ;u'id c;;h.twm'rl, forming by their union the

L Arkansas rivers,

o g At

KANSAS: 1541—1891, 445

he confines of the valleys are the “‘blaffs,” no higher than
the general level of the land, worn into ravines and gulches by
frost and wind and rain, carving the limestone ledges into fan-
tastic architecture, and depositing at their base an alluvion
of inexhaustible fertility. Dense forests of elm, cottonwood,
walnut, and sycamore, mantled with parasitic growths, clothe
the eliffs and crags with verdure, and gradually encroach upon
the “rolling prairies.”  The eye wanders with tranquil satis-
faction and unalloyed delight over these fluctuating felds,
trecless exeept along the margins of the indolent streams; gor-
geous in summer with the fugitive splendor of grass and flowers,
i autumn billows of hronze, and in winter desolate with the
melancholy glory of undulating snows.

By imperceptible transition, the rolling prairies merge into
the “*Creat Plains,” plateaus olevated above the humid cur-
ronts of the atmosphere; rajnless except for casual showers;
presenting a sterile expanse, with vegetation repulsive and
inedible; @ level monotony broken at irregular intervals by
detached Inobs and isolated bhuttes. Above their vague and
receding horizon forever broods a pathetic and mysterious
solemnity, born of distance, sile

e dawn of modern history broke upon Kansas three and
a half centuries ago, when Marcos de Naza, a Franciscan friar,
returning from a missionary tour among the Pueblos, brought
rumors of populous cities and mines richer than Goleonda and
Potosi i the undiscovered country beyoud the Sierra Madre.
In 1541, twenly years after,the conquest of Mexico by Cottez,
Trancisco Vasquez de Coronado, under the orders of Mendoza,
Viceroy of India, with a little army of 300 Spaniards and 8oo
Mexicans, marched northward from Culiacan, then the limit of
and of discovery and spoliatiotl.
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Orleans was founded in 1718 by Bienville, who, in the following
year, dispatched an expedition nnder the command of Colonel
du Tissonet, who visited the Osages at their former location in
Kansas, and crossed the prairies 120 miles to the villages of the
sawiees at the mouth of the Republican River, where Fort
Riley now stands. He continted his march westward 200
miles to the land of the Padoucahs, where he also set up a cross,
with the arms of the French king, September 27, 1719.

In 1724 De Bourgmont explored northern Kansas, starting

from the ““Grand Détour,” where the city of Atchison now
stands. In 1762 Kansas, with the rest of the Louistana Terri-
tory, was ceded by I'rance to Spain. In 1801 it was retroceded
by Spuin to France, On the soth of April, 1803, it was sold
by Napoleon, then Tirst Consttl, to the United States, Thomas
Jelferson, President. This was the largest real-cstate trans-
action which occtirred that year, being 756,961,280 acres for
$27,267,621, being at the rate of about 3} cents per acre. The
Anglo-Saxon was at last in the ascendant.

Attached in 1804 by act of Congress to the “Indian Ter-
ritory,” the following year to the “Territory of Louisiana,” and
in 1812 to the *“Lerritory of Missotri,” Kansas remained, after

the admission of that State in 1820, detached, without local
government or a name, until its permanent organization thirty-
four years afterwards.
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T'he origin or genesis of States is usually obscure and legend-
ary, with prehistoric periods from which they gradually emerge
like coral istands from the deep. Shadowy and crepuscular
intervals precede the day, in whose uncertain light men and
events, distorted or exaggerated by tradition, become fabulous,
like the gods and goddesses, the wars and heroes of antiquity.
But Kansas has no mythology; its history has no twilight.
The foundation-stones of the State were laid in the full blaze of
the morning sun, with the world as interested spectators. Its

architects were announced, their plans disclosed, and the work-
men have reared its walls and crowned its dome without con-
a1t of their objects, and with no attempt to disguise their

cealme
Nothing has been done furtively

satisfaction with the results.
1or in a corner.

Tho first bill for the organization of Kansas was presented
as in 1843, under the name of the Territory
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led Nebraska.
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of emiigration to the intermontane regions of the West and the
Northwest, already dedicated to freedom. With prophetic vis-
jon they foresaw the admission of free States that would make
the South a minotity in the Senate, as it was already in the
House, and hasten the destruction of the system of servile
labor, upon which they wrongly believed their prosperity to
depend.

e conscience of the North apparently became dormant
upon the subject of the immorality of slavery, when, ceasing
to be profitable, it disappeared, by the operation of natural
laws, from the valleys of the Merrimae, the Connecticut, and
the Hudson, It seemed to have been lulled into an cternal
sleep by the anodyne of the Missouri Compromise; but it was
roused into renewed activity when the repeal of that ordinance,
supplemented by the Dred Scott decision, disclosed the inten-
tions of the Southern leacers to maintain their ascendency by
the extension of slavery over all the "Territories of the Republic,

a policy whose success threatened their political supremacy and
their industrial independence.

Iivents lave shown that the magnitude and significance of

15 episode were not exaggerated. Tt was the prelude

the Kans:
olume whose finis

to a martial symphony, the preface to a v
not written until the downfall of slavery was recorded.

1d be a congenial task, but the present scope and
er require nor permit a detailed narrative of the

was

It wou
purpose neith
tumultuous interval from the organization of the Tertitory
to the admission of the State. TIts history has been written
by its partisans. Its actors have been portrayed by their
foes or their worshippers. The contests waged by Atchison
and Stringfellow against the Abolitionists, and by Brown and
Montgomery against ‘ihe border ruffians’’; the battles aud
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Tmn‘dvrs and sudden deaths: the burming of houses and saek
ing of towns: the prockimations, bulletins, aud p]:ui'm'nw\“lh\:
fraudulent eleetions and the dispersion of Legishitures »~~~l"u;'m :l
}miquv chapter in our annals that waits the impartial chruuv
ieler. Neither side wits blameless. Taeh was guilty of wron w“
begotten of the passions of (he erisis, thad c‘nlmin;nvtl tlm‘i}x‘\lrI
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s‘tnro:s'. and arms from many Southern States, and n-!m‘lc:r{
t‘llu first Territorial delegate, Jo W Whitlield, who sat from
September 20, 1854, U1 the adjournment of the Thirty-third
Comngruss, | ‘ (
By |l|w census tuken in Febrwary, 1855, the number of logal
voters in the Territory wis 2,908 but at the eleetion of ment-
hers of the first Legislature, four weoks kater, 8,447 voles were
,‘ust.fm’ the Southern crndidates and g1 for their nppt;anttz;
the inerement being Targely due ta the importation of vlvclu;;
from Missourd, who came into the Territory on the day uf lll;‘
election, and, having voted, returned hum;' it night, h ﬁ
. By this gailty initiative they obtained oo the threshold an
m‘m.wusv advantage.  They seeured absolute control of the
political agencies of the Territory,  The Legishture, which ns-(’
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sembled at Pawnee in July, adopted the slave code of Mis-
souri en bloc, supplementing these statutes with original laws
making many new offenses against the slave system punishable
with death, and compelling every official, candidate, and voter
to take an oath to support the fugitive-slave law.

The idea of permanently colonizing Kansas with free labor
from the North by systematic migration, and thus determining
the question of the institutions of the new empire of the West,
originated with Eli Thayer, of Massachusetts, who organized
the Emigrant Aid Society in that State in 1854. The example
was immediately followed in other parts of the North, and the
pioneer colony reached the mouth of the Kansas River July
28th, Among the most prominent leaders of the colonists
from New England were Samuel C. Pomeroy, afterwards for
twelve years a senator of the United States; and Charles Rob-
inson, an carly settler in California, where he had fallen in
an armed struggle for what he believed to be the cause of

popular rights against corporate injustice and tyranny. By
one of those singular and pleasing coincidences which the judg-
ment would reject as an unreal and extravagant climax in a
romance or drama, he camped for the night on his overland
journey in 1849 in the enchanting valley of the Wakarusa, to
which, five years later, he returned to found the city of Law-
rence, the intellectual capital of the State, of which he became
the first Governor, and where, in the afternoon (1891) of an
honorable, useful, and adventurous Career, he still survives,
his eye not dim nor his natural force abated, the object of
affectionate regard and veneration.

The emigrants from the N orth were almost without excep-
tion from civil life, laborers, farmers, mechanics, and artisans,
young men of the middle class, reared in toil and inured to pov-
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erty, unused toarms and wnsehooled in owar,
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leer upon his shaven visage, his movements were alert el rv;t-

IQ 3 ., lik(‘ [8) § TR ‘ l H [ I { ‘ 1 }
S8 % LY JHQY 'lII(l appredie ive ) Seeld i
Y ou l Iy h( [ YAN¢ ”I ‘l 1t (ui 11, I’I‘()f(‘h'.‘v‘lll iy

They were fntel-
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religion, he was never even accused of hypocrisy, for his follow-
ors knew that he partook of the sacrament as a political device
to secure the support of the Church; and that with the same
sonchalant alacrity, had he been running for office in Hindustan,
he would have thrown his offspring to the crocodiles of the
tanges, or bowed among the Parsees at the shrine of the sun.
His energy was tircless and his activity indefatigable. Nonight
was too dark, no storm too wild, no heat or cold too excessive,.
10 distance too great, to delay his meteoric pilgrimages, with:
dilapidated garb and equipage, across the trackless prairies:
from convention to convention.

T1is oratory was voluble and incessant, without logie, learn-
ing, rhetoric, or grace; but the multitudes to whom he perpetu-
ally appealed hung upon his hoarse and harsh harangues with
the rapture of devotees upon the oracular rhapsodies of a
prophet, and responded to his apostrophes with frenzied
enthusiasm.

He gained the prize which he sought with such fevered am-
bition; but, after many stormy and tempestuous years, Neine-
gis, inevitable in such careers, demanded retribution. He pre-
sumed too far upon the toleration of a constituency which had
honored him so long and had forgiven him so much. He tran-
scended the limitations which the greatest cannot pass. He
apostatized once too often ; and in his second term in the Sen-
ate, to avoid impending exposure, after a tragic interval of.
despair, he died by his own hand, surviving ten days after the

bullet had passed through his brain. S

"fhe Northern press, alive to the importance of the strug-
gle, united in an appeal to public opinion, such as had never
before been formulated, and despatched to the erritory a corps.
of correspondents of unsurpassed ability and passionate devo-
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tion {o liberty,  Foremost among hese apostles were Willi
A. Phillips, who, after Tong and distinguished serviee i l;llll.l
A.rhmy anel in Congress, lives in literey retivement upon iy l:
nifieent estate near the prosperns eity of Salina wl;i g “Ik
founded ; Albert Dean Richiudson, whose uﬁénwin:u‘iuu it: "\u
’I;('m;k it 186y prematarety elised w britlinat eareer: ad l';txi(\:
Qedpath, subseguently editor of the % A - "
Their contributions I'L:(tt‘lli'tl (‘&lg(l‘t‘[:'1(“‘1;!\;’::6”; "“t””‘ "‘” e
’ ‘ dders i every Stte, and
wm.o reprinted beyond  the seas, elronicling every fneident
'<lulfnmuing’ every promiuent neu, anosing imligmliinn by th:
T‘cmlu(inn af the wrongs they denouneed, and exeiting the iL :
ination with deseriptions of the Toveliness of e Lund, piv T

ation with de alling
Milton's portraitire of the Carden of e, i

N” o N A A
‘:t;o minately and so indelibly photogrigplied iy l[}lxif“n:‘;:;?v‘ \'“
ina, The name of no State was ever ot so numy !'x'ia'nlcllv ':x.urli'lw
many hostile tongues, 16 was pronodneed it; VoY mx;fitij(l’
speech, and inserted dnevery party platform,  No xl'vgliuu xm'
aver so advertised, and the impression then provluced has n fﬂh
passed away. T
. The journalists were reinforeed by the Poels, artists, novel-
sts, and orators of an age distinguished for _x,;mlitml l;s:u*niu r"‘
anc inspiration.  Lineoklt, Douglus, Seward, aned S{u;xtxv;* dul'&:'
sered their most memorable speechies upon the theme I'lxiil"‘i
~and Beeeher, then at the meridinn of their powers, ui;p‘t;ulmllll’:
the passions and the conseienee of the Nation by unrivalled
eloquence and inveetive,  Prizes were offered ‘l“m: lyries, that
were obtained, so profound was the inpulse, by nlw)wnvr:- illl(i
unknown competitors,  Lowell, Hryant, I'Tnlnw;' I;m Hfellow

and Tmerson lent the magic of their verse, \\'lli.'(li‘t“l‘ T':H (i’l\:(i
1:11111-;11.0% the era, THs “ Burial of Barbour®? and "A\‘fil(‘il‘i*; ‘(Iuv
Cygne" seemed like a’prophet’s ery for vengeimee (o the ill‘;llli~
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grants, who marched to the inspiring strains of “Suona la
Tromba,” or chanted, to the measure of “Aunld Lang-Syne,”

“We cross the prairies as of old
Our fathers crossed the sea,”

The contagion spread to foreign lands, and alien torches
were lighted at the flame. Walter Savage Landor wrote an
ode to free Kansas. Lady Byron collected money, which she
senit to the author of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” for the relief of the
sufferers in Kansas. Volunteers from Italy, France, and

termany, revolutionists and exiles, served in the desultory
war, many of whom afterwards fought with distinction in the
armies of the Union. It was the romance of history. The
indescribable agitation which always attends the introduction
of a great moral uestion into politics pervaded the souls of
men, transforming the commonplace into the ideal, and inaug-
wrating a heroic epoch. The raptures that swelled the hearts
of the pioneers yet thrill and vibrate in the blood of their pos-
terity, like the chords of a smitten harp when the player has
departed.

The Free State settlers, being powerless to overcome Or
reverse the political action of their adversaries, adopted the
policy of ignoring it altogether. They resolved to endeavor
to change the Territory into a State without the formality of an

enabling act of Congress. Their competence to do this was
denied, on the ground that it was in opposition to the regularly
organized political authorities; but they chose delegates to &
convention, which met at Topeka, and framed a Constitution
that was adopted in December, 1(85 5, by 1,731 for to 46 against,
its friends only participating in the election, .
A governor and other State officers and a delegate in Con-

gress were chosen in January. T'he national House of Repre-
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sentatives, July 3, 1850, passed a Dill for the adimission of the
State under this Constitution, but it was rejected in the Senate

Acting, however, upon the theory that the State vxi*:lvvd"
the Tegislature chosen under the Topeka Constitution ;w‘qv;ut
Dled July g, 1856, hut was dispersed by United States lérn‘n v‘;
comided by Colonel Swaner on the order of l't’t‘%icl(*fl‘l’
Pieree, who denoumesd the movenent as un ‘
requiving  the  foreible interposition of

insurreetion
. mitionad anthority,
Further altempts o orginize were Howarted by the arrest ;‘)f
the Jeaders for usurpation of oflice and miapriwiu’n nf m';m;x;
¢+ Toimigration from the Noeth fneresed, aod uneder the :M;u'u
:ulgv of Governor Walker that the clection should be hux‘ww(
and peevithle, the two partios Tned the Best el fost of tlm.it:
relative strength October, 1857, whert the Free State vlw(ﬁm
chose thirty three out of BHv two members of 1 I.t*;'iwl:tttlt'c:
l"jn,’ delegate in Cangress 4,709 votes were wast fop ltﬁ]);u;>lnl"t>;
ditus Ransom, who had been Governor of Michigan, IR48 4
and 7888 Tor Mareus | Parrolt, an sunbitions sand pnpﬂi%lg
member of thee Leavenworth b,
Born in South Caralivg, of Huguenot ancestey, Parmtt was
at an ey wge demieiled i Ohio, whither l;iu Tnily h:u"l
rgnm\'(-cl to eseape the comtaminting inlluences of slgux'«'r‘&'
e was graduated wt Yale, and teadned o the aw,  He v"muu:
to the Territory two veurs before, ut the e of 'lwwnl\:wi’sc
pelitically i sympithy with the party i power, und c\‘[u:('t‘lr; :
l.n be the reeipient of its fuvors,  Tmbued witl o pm;r%iun fut
liberty, he revolted at the methods pursted by dts foes, and
f,'spunsvd the eause of freedom with the ardor of ;x g('llt‘r'tl;l:& and
mmpulsive mature, Resred i aflhienee, and of sy I'm"nuw
De w'zm Bvmiline with the ways of the world, sl uni‘lt-d to t]lit:
bearing of o courtier a captividing suavity of address, whicl;
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propitiated all sorts and conditions of men. He was like a
thread of gold shot through the rough woof of the frontier.
Though not of heroic stature, his dark, vivacious countenance,
the rich melody of his voice, and his impressive elocution, gave
him great power as an orator. He possessed the fatal gift
of fluency, but, wanting depth and sincerity, seemed like an
actor secking applause, rather than a leader striving to direct,
or a statesman endeavoring to convince the understanding of
his followers.  Eis service in Congress demanded the indulgent
judgment of his constituents, and failing of an election to the
Senate when the State was admitted, he yiclded to the allure-
ments of appetite, squandered two fortunes in travel and pleas-
ure, and the splendid light of his prophetic morning sank lower
and Tower tntil it was guenched in the outer darkness of gloom
and desolation. ,
‘[he leaders of the Pro-slavery forces from this time prac-
tically abandoned their aggressive efforts, admitting that they
fad been overcome by the superior resources of the North; but
the so-called ““bogus Legislature,” before its expiration, called
another convention, which sat at Lecompton, and adopted
the Constitution known in history by that name. It recog-
nized the existence of slavery in the Territory, forbade the
enactment of emancipation laws, and prohibited amendments
before 1864, Knowing its fate if submitted to the people, it
provided that only the clause relating to slavery should be
voted upon, but that the instrument itself should be estab-
lished by act of Congress admitting the State, The slavery
clause was adopted by 6,256 to 567, the Free State men refrain-
ing from voting; but as soot as the new Legislature met, an
act was passedl submitting the entire Constitution to the pop-
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ukir vole, Jamury 4, 1858, whet iU wis rejected by to,050 to
102, Uhe Prosstavery nwen not appering it the polls,

The debite was then transferred to Congress, and e effort
to admit the Stte under the Leeompton Constitation fuiled,
although the President wrged i, sand its Driends were in o nigor
ity in butlt howses, The tempting bribe of the Baglish ll’:ill,
which was offered ax o compronise, wis rejected by the peo-
phein August by tno88 o GRS e e the curtain fell on
Leeotpton,

The abortive serivs of constitutions was enlirged by e
formttion of the 4ifth at Leavenworth, which waes also r‘u/(iﬁml
by the peoply, but rejected by Congress on the groumt that
the population was insuflicient. The Territorial existenve of
Kansas elosed with the wdoption, Cetaber 4, 1850, by o vole of
1opp21 o 30, ol the Weandotte Comstitution, under whieh,
the Southern senators having departed, Kamsas was aditted
into the Union, Junuary g, 1861,

The long procession of Govermors aied aeting Covernors
sent Lo rwde over thie Terrdtory vanishied away ke the show of
cight kings, the kst having s ghass in his band, Baogue's ghost
following, i the witehes” sivern i Macheth' . Reeder, Shan-
non, Geare, Stunton, Widker, Drenver, Medary, and Beebeg--
“eome like shadows, so depart !

It is o strange Hustration of Auglo-Suson peide of ree, and
of its haughty assumption of superiority, U in s State which

apotheosized John Brown of Osiwatennie, and give i new def
initione fo the vights of nuo, sullvage was confined o white
uile citizens,”  But the people of Kiosis were oo braove and
strong 1o be long unjust, The et calored man regulacly
enlisted as a soldier wis sworn and mustered ot Fort I,vn\"vn,v

worth,  The first colored vegiment was raised in Kansas, and

i TS
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the first engagement in which negroes fought was under the
command of a Kansas officer, October 26, 1862. The citizen
longest in office in the State—for nearly thirty years—was
colored, and bhorn a slave.

The admission of the State and the outbreak of the Rebel-
lion were coincident, and, as might have been predicted from
their martial gestation, the people devoted themselves with
unabated zeal to the maintenance of the Union. Being out-
side the field of regular military operations, inaccessible by
railroads, exposed to guerrilla incursions from Missouri and
to Indiaen raids from the south and west, the campaign of de-
fense was continvous, and for four years the entire population
was under arms. Immigration ceased. By the census of June,
18Go, the number of inhabitants was 143,463; at the close of
{he war it had declined to 140,179. Fields lay fallow, and
the fire of the forges expired. Towns were deserted, and
homesteads abandoned. The State sent more soldiers to bat-
tle than it had voters when the war began. Under all calls,
its quota was 12,931; it furnished 20,151, without bounty ot
conseription.  Nineteen regiments, five companies, and three
batteries participated in 127 engagements, of which seven
were on her own soil. Trom Wilson Creek to the Gulf every
great field in the Southwest was illustrated by their valor and
conscerated by their blood. Her proportion of mortality in the,
field was the largest among the States, exceeding 61 in each
1,000 enlistments, Vermont following with 58, and Massachu-
setts with nearly 48. Provost-Marshal General Fry, in his final
roster of the Union armies, in which all are alike entitled to
honor, because all alike did their duty, wrote this certificate of

precedence in glory:
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) )“K;gng;[ﬁ r&h-‘m*:« tvlu' ligghese bartle neatadity of the L. The same
s.nu;lulnrly mzu:tml disprasition which tulueed abowt vae-tedi of e ables
bodied men of the State fo enter the Army without sty pay hie "*"lﬂ
posed Lo Tnve inere wml their exprete to e vasstalties of adtle after they
wore in the service,

With the close of the wiae the first deeetminm euded, and
the  dishanded veterans returned under the g they had
redecmed to the State ey Bad neude free, Atfr;u‘ﬁ-sl by
homesteads wpon the public donstin, by just and lbead LR -
tion Bws, aned by the comproionship of 1he brave, those leroes
were reinforeed by s viest host of their compsudes, representing
Lrj:t'l’)“ arnt ol the militey and meval serviee from all the Sty
ol the Union. Not less than g per vent of 165 oleetors have
fought in the Union semies, sund the present eonnmianler of 111;*
Cramd Army of the Republic, Tinothy MeGiothy, witinessed
the delense of Sumter and the surender ad ;\ppnumu«m

Popualation ineresed from 8000 in 1885 1 tge, 00 i 1863,
SAB000 00 I8P 1,208,502 I 08NS, ) oo g, in
acononunity so rapidly wectbled the omogeneity of Qs ele-
ments is extraovdiney, Kansas s distinet 1y lht.‘ Aericiun
States Less than o per cent of is inhabitants are of foreien
birth, principadly English, Geroems, aml Seaneinavians: nd
Joss than 4 per cent of Mrican deseent,  The Stite is often
f’:;tllwl the ehild of the Puritans, bhut, eonteay o the popalar
mmpression, the inmigriation from New l-lm;lﬁnd Wiks Comiirs
:.uvivul“\' Crivial in nunbers, mmel the laeger eontributions hay-
g been derived from Tows, Dudiana, Wineis, Missowrd, Penn-
sylvanin, New York, and Kentueky, 1t is the idews of the Dil-
grims, and not teir deseendants, e have had dominion in
the young commomwealth, which resenihles primitive Mussa-
chusetts before its midedle elusses T disappeared and its
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society become stratified into the superfluously rich and the
hopelessly poor.

Within these pastoral boundaries there are no millionaires
nor any patpers, except such as have been deprived by age,
disease, and calamity of the ability to labor. No great for-
tunes have heen brought to the State, and none have been ac-
cumtlated by commerce, manufactures, or speculation. No
sumptuous mansions nor glittering equipages nor ostentatious
display exasperate or allure. Legislation protects wages and
cabins no less than bonds and palaces, and the free school, the
jury, and impartial suffrage have resulted in the establishment
of justice, liberty, fraternity, and equality as the foundations
of the State,

Politically, as might have been predicted, the Republican
party, whose birth is indissolubly associated with the efforts
to dedicate Kansas to freedom, continued supreme for thirty
years. During that period the State had but one Governor
and one member of Congress of another faith, and there have
been few Legislatures in which the membership of the opposi-
tion las risen as high as 20 per cent. This supremacy has not
been favorable to national leadership, both parties having
reserved their allegiance and their favors for more doubtful
constituencies.

An equlibrium which compels the presentation of strong
and unexceptionable candidates and the practice of honesty
and economy in administration is better than a disproportion-
ate majority which makes the contest end with a nomination.
When otie party has nothing to hope and the other nothing to
fear, degradation and decay are inevitable. Intrigue supplants
merit; the sense of responsﬂnhty disappears; manipulation of
primaries, caucuses, and conventions displaces the conflict and
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collision of opinien el debate, Paltry sanbitions beeome re.
speetable.  Litde men aspire to grend plisees, and distinguished
sreers are impossible,

In addedition to those elsewhere mentioned, others whio have
been prominent dn State and mationad afGies soe Murtin 19,
Conway, the lisst representative i Congress, a0 ndive of
Marvhud, o diminutive, fair hadred,  blueeved  vathuosingt,
with e bulging brene and vetivingg ohin ol Swinhurie, an
errittie politival desumer, whose reveries ended st Sadant Blizae
hetl's: Generids James G Blunt, Kobert W Mitehell, Genrge W,
Dieitzler, Charles W, Bladr, Albert 1, Lee, sl Powell Chovton,
wilitury leaders, wnd eminent also o ebvil it Ii(lnmultl .
R, (e sueeessor of Lane in e Seoate, whoe forfeited e
confidence of his constitnents by voting against the inpeiel -
pient of Uresicent Jolmson, sl wis subsaguea s appoiunted
by President Cleveland Governor of New Mexivo; Thons A,
Osborn, whe, after serving as Governor (873 750 e retirks
ably suecessiul diplomatic eareer s United Stades minister
to Chile and Brazil; fohn Poost foln, twive Cowcernor, prons
inently identitied with the eise of probibition, and the candis
date of its advoeates for the Presideney in rssg; Toh A Mares
tin, « distinguished soldier, cditor of o leading journal, Gov.
ernor 188488, in whese administration the munieipal organi-
zation of the Btate was completeds Preston B, Plumb, senator
frome 1877 undl his untimely death, December 2o, 18915 and
Bishop W, Perkins, his suevessor by appeintment, after sev-
eral terms upon the bench, and eight vears of distinguished
serviee in the House of Representatives; Theas Ryuan, ten
yeirs mewher of Congress, aied now representing the United
States as envoy extraordimry and minister plenipatentivey Lo
Mexico,
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Philosophers and historians recognize the influence of early
scttlers upon the character and destinies of a community.
Original impulses are long continued, like the charact‘eristics
and propensitics which the mother bestows upon her unborn
child,  The constant vicissitudes of climate, of fortune, of his-
tory, together with the fuctuations of politics and business,
have cngendered in Kansas hitherto perpetual agitation, not
always favorable to happiness, but which has stimulated activ-
ity, kept the popular pulse feverisli, and begotten a mental
condition exalted above the level monotonies of life. Hvery
one is on the qui vive, alert, vigilant, like a sentinel at an out-
post. Tixistence has the excitement of a game of chance, of a
revolution, of o battle whose event is doubtful.  The unprece-
dented environment has produced a temperament volatile and
meretrial, marked by uncaleulating ardor, enterprise, intrepid-
ity and insatiable hunger for innovation, out of which has grown
a society that has been alternately the reproach and the marvel
of mankind.

For a generation Kansas has been the testing-ground for
every experiment in morals, politics, and social life. Doubt
of all existing institutions has been respectable. Nothing has
hoen venerable or revered merely because it exists or has
endured, Prohibition, female suffrage, fiat money, free silver,
every incoherent and fantastic dream of social improvement
and reform, every cconomiic delusion that has bewildered the '
foggy brains of fanatics, every political fallacy nurtured by
misfortune, poverty, and failure, rejected elsewhere, has here
found tolerance and advocacy. The enthusiasm of youth, the
conservatism of age, have alike yielded to the contagion, mak-
ing the history of the Statea melodramatic series of cataclysms,

in which tragedy and comedy have contended for the mastery,
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aned the convulsions of Nitture lave heen emmboted by the oo
frophes of socfety, There has been seither e, lxmnquilli(\'
wtor repose. The frmer con never foretell s Barvest, gor tI.u:
merelsnt his gains, por the politicim his snprensey, Souue

thing startling has awass Bappened, or Toe been constante

Iy anticipited. The ddol of foadey 5 eseented Goomorrow.,

sSeasons of phenomenad drovght, when the sky was brass and

the earth dron, hive hewt followad by periods of fnleseribihle
feeundity, in which the bushandusmn e been eombprrasad by
abundanee, whese valne has heen diminished I jts z-mw,‘;.

Cyelones, blizzards, 1l grsdwppers have been ‘».u identitivd

with the State in pubilie estinadion as 4o he deseribiod by its

e, while some of the dondeierements ol i palities imw
aremsed the inextingnishalile Toaghiter, and others e wseitol
the conuniseration sl condemmtion, of wsmkimd,

But as, fu spite of its anonsdies and the alstiedes of Na
ture, the growth of thie Stte in wesdth and munbers s heen
unprecedented, md it eomdition s oone of stable il per
manent prosperity ;s so, notwithsiaediog e vggaies and ce
centrieitios into which by the sppeade of reformers and the
pressure of misfortune they Tove sometimes been hetved,
the great hody of the people are patrintie, somservitive, \HIHI
intelligent to s degree nob surpassed elwashere, ad seldom
eoualled among the vhildren of men.

‘ The social emancipation of wonsa is complete. The ouly
limitation apon her political coguadity with man is in the right :;f
sulfrge, which is confined 1o nnmsicipal and sehon (l%?%’ll’it‘(
elections, Women wre exempt from jury duty, from military
serviee, and from work upen e highways bt whether uml:
ried or single, they ean practioe the professions, engige in mer
antile business, follow any industry or seetnstt o, and pursue
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any calling, upon the same conditions as men, The distinction
of sex is recoguized only in its natural sense and use, The prop-
erty, real and personal, of a single woman remains her own
after marriage, unless voluntarily alienated. She can sue and
he sued in her own name, and her estate is not liable for her
husband's debts, nor can the homestead be sold or encum-
bered without her conset. When the marriage is ended by
death, the survivor is entitled to a moiety of the joint and sev-
eral estate, with the remainder to the children. Agitation for
full suffrage is active, and will undoubtedly ultimately prevail.

The first honds voted in the State were for school-houses,
and the first tax levied in every community, the largest tax,
and the tax most cheerfully paid, is the school tax. Tor the
education of her children, Kansas has already spent the enor-
mous total of $40,000,000, nearly one-half the entire cost of
State and municipal government. Hqual facilities are afforded
to whites and blacks, More than $21,000,000 are invested in
school-houses, State buildings, lands, and other property for
educational purposes. The average school year is twenty-
seven weeks, supported by State, district, and county taxa-
tion, amounting in 18go to $5,606,659.69.

I'his magnificent educational system wears the triple crown
of the State University at Tawrence, with a faculty of thirty-
six members and 474 students; the State Normal School at
Emporia, with a faculty of eighteen members and 1,200 stu-
dents; and the Agricultural College at Manhattan, with an en-
dowment from public lands of $301,426.33, $13,000 annually
from the Covernment as an experiment station, an annual
income of $6s,000, a faculty of eighteen members, and 575

students.
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Pablic edusttion is sappdemented by peivate sod detog
matiomd selionls, with s avenstge vearly attembimee of fs. N
aed boitdings sund eodownnats bl ot twe el o o 1‘?:1)“(](;?
mitlion dodlees, Sl effores o] saeribives Inive :th'v;nllvy '> 'U
duced pereeptible sl geifving resadts, Tl illim;m: i‘Ir'll‘:
ton in Kansies s the sodbest siove ome i the Nadjon 'I:I:-.
peneral standard of intelligence s wnusnally hivh, ~l’lx«‘- “’d"ui
;imhlicnlinm. st veparts e madels fog il!l“é“il‘:ll, n«»t;ﬂ‘ol‘v ;h:-
Henndal of the Stde Boand of Agrienlinre, speakine w ¢ :
the London 7imes, i i88a, said o O The “‘M]‘:“:I“::‘”’;]::"h;:“‘;f
deseribios il the Eughish miimd with adonisdiment sl t‘ll\":)'\'
. The etise e baawe ol fromtier He is drmhetes, 'lx‘l"‘n-
f,i::]::;: t:::,\“' “‘»::(l‘l ]::‘llllli::i‘m‘;:[l,.“iwlt‘i :mm r‘u.uh, sned the ettle.

v CEV e settHement the saloon
!)l"(‘(‘('tl(‘!‘«i the sehond Totse soul the ehirels s the rendezmny
of rudliims, the hagbor of ceinimds, 1w reeribing station of tha"
murederer, the ssuubler, te bsdot, aned he thi;'f; it pm'pvnrﬂ
mettee to socinl ovder, intelligenee, and morality, above wlm;v
portiel should e inseribed the Jegemd engaoved Mn the lintel nf
the infermd witess L date agnd spennest vol oh entrate!

Agitation sgainst the evils of Ifempeniwe was confem-
porary with the politieal orgaization of the Territory, Tl
{'nm.ulvrs of Topeka sund Lawrenwn forbide (he sale c»;‘ intox-
wszm‘ Bevernges within their corporate Himits, and the dvh;t“h*
continued wutil 1881, when st constitutions] amendment w:tl;
:.ulul.nwl forever prohibiting the manafietnre o sale of iumx:v-
teating liguors, exeept for medivinal, weelsagical, amd seientifie
purposes. This wis enforeed by appropriate legisktion, amd
tlnf‘ viieity o the sonendnent aned of the statutes w:u: BUS -
lu}uwi B the Supreme Conrts of the Stte and of e N:thim't
After Tutile and vostly resistanes, e dransihap tradlie lw;

(3
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disappeared from the State. Surreptitious sales continue;
club drinking and “joints” are not unknown; but the saloon
has vanished, and the law has been better enforced than similar
legislation elswhere.  In the larger towns prohibition is not so
s:trictly ohserved as in the rural districts, where public opinion
is more rigid; but in all localities the beneficent restilts are
apparent in the diminution of crime, poverty, and disorder.
Banned by law, the occupation is stigmatized, and becomes
disreputable. If the offender avoids punishment, he does
not escape contempt. Drinking being in secret, temptation is
diminished, the weak are protected from their infirmities, and
the young from their appetites and passions.

Much of the prominence of Kansas is due to the novel and
startling methods employed by its journalists to invite public
attention to the opportunities found here for success and hap-
piness. ‘They have been the persistent and conspicuous advo-
cates of immigration, railroads, schools, churches, manufacto-
ries, and lmprovements, ,

The first printing-press was brought by Jotham Meeker in
1833 to Shawnee Mission, a station of the Methodist Church,
established in what is now Johnson County, in 1829. Upon its
primitive platen were printed religious books, pamphlets, tracts,
and a newspaper in the Indian tongue, in a region then more
remote and inaccessible than Alaska now. [his venerable relic,
after nearly sixty years of service, is still on duty in one of
the southern counties of the State. The first newspaper in
the Territory was the Leavenworth H erald, printed in the open

air under an elm-tree on the levee of the city of that name. It
has been succeeded by a swarming multitude of original, inge-
nious, and brilliant ventures in journalism, magazines, reviews,
periodicals, papers, daily and weekly, varying in excellence,
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The hunger and thirst for knowledge, which has created and
in turn is stimulated by the press, has a wider scope, and the
people are ommivorous readers of metropolitan journals and
leading periodicals, With the church and the school have been
established great numbers of public and private libraries, so
that religion, learning, and literature have become the moving
forces of every community. The State Library and the col-
lection of the State Historical Society at the capital, and the
public libraries in other localities, are richer and larger than
those of many of the older States.

‘'he venerable jest, that there is 1o Sunday west of the Mis-
sissippi, is not entirely jocular, It has a suggestion of truth.
The same influence which makes men indifferent to the past,
renders them careless also of the future. Ambition and cupid-
ity are the ruling passions in new communities, and the chief end
of man is not to glorify God and enjoy Him forever, but to
make money and run for office. The concern for this world is
much greater than for that which is to come. Religion is con-
servative, It stands upon authority, and demands obedience.
The pioncer is radical, impatient of dogmas, and a “‘kicker” by
instinet. He detests bigots, hypocrites, and fossils. His mind
heing inquisitive, its tendency is toward materiatism and ration-
alism rather than faith. He is not disturbed by anathemas,
and with composure hears himself described as an agnostic;

but he is reverent, tolerant, and devout. He recognizes relig-
jon as one of the great beneficent forces of the universe, an indis-
pensable premise in the syllogism of human destiny, without
which society would be a sophismi, and the soul of man a fallacy,
Kansas attests her convictions by 4,000 church organizations,
representing every denomination, with an aggregate member-
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are traversed by railroads, and the traveler entering a Santa
T'¢ train at Atchison can, within a week, in a Pullman car,
reach the city of Mexico over almost the identical route fol-
lowed by Coronado in his expedition three hundred and fifty
years ago. ‘

I'his great corporation, chartered in 1857 and permanently
organized in 1864, was not operated until 1869, and then only
as a local line from Topeka to the Osage coal-fields, thirty miles
southwest, Its land grant was consitlered of doubtful value,
and capitalists looked askant upon the project of constructing
a railroad along the unpeopled sands of the Arkansas Valley,
which were still the grazing-ground of the buffalo and the hunt-
ing-grownd of the savage. The site of Wichita, alliteratively
described by M. M. Murdock, its prophet and herald, as “the
peerless princess of the plains,” with its palaces, temples,
marts, clectric lights, and railways, water-works, elevators,
flouring-mills, and packing-houses, had not been traced among
the whispering reeds and scattered cottonwoods of the mead-
ows bordering on the American Nile. The sub-irrigation
which makes the corn ancd wheat crops independent of the
rainfall, had not been discovered. ‘I'he fertility of the loose
and shifting soil was not suspected, and the vast region seemed

doomed to perpetual solitude and sterility.

Some bolder spirits, gifted with the prescience essential to
great designs, foresaw the future, and sent the surveyors and
graders, the advance guard of civilization, into the desert.
Contemporaneously with constriiction, they advertised the
lands and the State, sending agents to all parts of the Union
and to every country in BEurope, penetrating Russia to the
Crimea; inviting immigration; selling farms at low rates on
long time; extending payments and giving aid in time of dis-
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desert, having been marshalled for this final onset, were repulsed
by an indomitable persistetice superior to their own, and sul-
lenly withdrew. While envious rivals were jeering, and jeal-
ous competitors were flouting, pointing with scorn’s slow,

unmoving finger at the droughts, grasshoppers, hot winds,
crop failures, and other calamities of Kansas, the world was
suddenly startled and dazzled by her collective display of horti-
cultural and agricultural products at the Centennial at Phila-
delphia, which received the highest awards., Since that time
there has beett no arena in Burope or America in which Kansas

has declined competition, and at the New Orleans Expositiomn,

in 1885, she took sixty-five first and second premiums on wheat,

corn, flour, sugar, frait, and cattle, leading all the States in the
Union.

This year (1891) the yield of wheat has been 58,550,653
arly one-tenth of the entire crop of the country; of
hushels; unfavorable conditions have reduced
op of 200,000,000 bushels.
n, mil-
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United States. The total aggregate value o
uets for the years 1889 and 1890 was $283,740,491, and that of
the present biennial, judging by the previous rate of increase,
will exceed $300,000,000.
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business blocks that found no tenants, and residences that re-
mained uninhabited, being without further occupation, sought
employment elsewhere. The population declined. Pay-day
came. The coupon matured, Taxes fell due. Creditors be-
came clamorous. Merchants refused credit, and public and
private treasuries were depleted.

These accumulated misfortunes were supplemented in 1890
by an irruption of false teachers, with the instruction that such
disasters were the result of vicious legistation, and could be
cured by statute; that banks should be destroyed, debts repu-
diated, property forcibly redistributed, and poverty abolished
by act of Congress. It was an exhibition of what Burke
deseribed as the “insanity of nations.” Conservative, thought-
ful, and patriotic men yielded to an uncontrollable impulse of
resentment against society. This outburst shocked the public
credit, temporarily destroyed the ability of the debtor to bor-
row or to pay, diminished the value of property, and inflicted an
irremediable wound upon the State's good name. But it van-
ished like one of the ominous and sudden catastrophes of the
sky. With the return of prosperity came the restoration of
reason. More than half the enormous indebtedness has already

been liquidated, and the whole will be honestly and resolutely
paid. A Kansas loan is as secure as a Government bond.

The Arabs say that he who drinks of the Nile must always
thirst; no other waters can quench or satisfy. So those who
have done homage and taken the oath of fealty to Kangas can
never be alienated or forsworm. The love of the people for
their State is not so much a vague sentiment as an insatiable
passion. The anniversary of its admission is observed by the
schools as a festival and holiday, with comiuemorative exer-

cises. Days are set apart in spring, by executive proclamation,
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The e whivh Covanedo reared st the verge of Bis wanns
dervings long sinee monbdered, and the sashies of e silventurer
i slept for i i their aneestial sepudelne in Spaine He
formd meither Qnivera's plistons towers e Cilidi's senis i
gobd bt faiver eapital tan that le songhit tesddesipod] B visen
like s eshalation from the soditide et sund vicher Trasare
i e ersved T ressorded the toilers af s adien e, (fpon
their effulgent shiell slines sty viergig foon stormy elowdy
o the eonstellition of O Undon, and Teneat b Lhey huve writs
ten bl b per aspera,” e enblens of the past, by whose
eontemplittion they e exalied, the propheey of Uit nabloer
future (o which they evdidently aspire,
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