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LETTERS.

ATerson, Kansas,
Plhanksgiviug Evening, November a8, (870,
Dear Falher:

[ found your letter on my return froin the United Stites
Cireuit Court at Topeka yesterday afternoon, 1t was my in
tention o have an old-fashioned celebrdion, Tor we ri#icllv
adhere to all the traditions; but T woke i the night \\'ili]
a violent attack of sick headache, which enabled me only to
condition o join the Tamily at dinver,  \We el o turkey of
superh dimensions aned cooked to perfection; potatoes, v;‘:m»

take a cup of collee for hreakfast, amd barely left e in oa

Derries, eelery from our garden, macaroni with eheese, quinees
and pears from Californiu, fresh figs from vour boxes, raisins
from Malaga, filberts, almonds, cheese from Nemaha County,
pound, [ruit, and jely cake, minee e pumpkin pie; .:%n
that you sce we il not suffer in our fonely cabin upon the
fronticer in the far Weste Frank was with o, amd we talked
over old times, and remembered you all, from one end of the
continent to the other. It has always been a hope of mine (o
unite the entire family on some Thanksgiving Day, here in
Kansas under my own roof. T am the eldest of the broad, and
the first emigrant, and could accommaodate w erowd us well as
any of them, and trust Ty some tine realize the anticipation.

The children banqueted with us at diseretion,  They think
vou grow figs as peaches grow in my garden, and regard vou
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as the beneficent genius of their tender years. They continue
in remarkable health, and give unabated promise of excellence.

My furnace is not yet in operation, but is in position, wait-
ing the adjustment of the hot-air ducts. I think it will add to
our comfort, as it certainly will conduce to the ease of the faith-
ful Pendleton, who regards the fire-chamber capable of con-
suming four-foot wood with sentiments akin to ecstasy.

It has been very cold for a few days past, and the river is
filled with floating ice that moves slowly southward, indicating
that the current is gorged below. A strong north wind has
been blowing all day, filling the air with clouds of yellow dust
from the bars.

Irank continues to grow in the graces and good opinion of
all who kunow him. He has many extraordinary mental char-
acteristics: self-possession, poise, command of his faculties, a
temper serene and placable, and intellectual powers that are
proplietic of future growth. e seems to have fine capacity
for work, and an absence of enthusiasms and sensibilities,
which go so far to make life endurable and successful. He is
doing a great deal of outsidé work: visiting, calling upon the
members of the church and congregation; and has the entire
confidence of his people.

I have thought much to-day of the long career of my life,
which has been extended so long beyond my early anticipations,
and rendered conspicuous by so many blessings which I am
conscious I have not deserved, and which I never hoped to
enjoy. Standing upon the uplands of middle life, my child-
hood and youth seem like the experiences of another planet;
and though I have suffered much from the tortures of dis-
turbed functions, diseased mnerves, sensibilities unnaturally

acute, the war in my members between the spirit and the flesh,
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the agonies of confliet between uncongquerable appetites, pas-
stons, impulses, aod ambitions, and a conscienee too sensitive
to submit (o morid anodyies, vet T have mueh o reeadl with
gratitude {o some Benige Power that has given e moderate
meitsure of worldy success, @ medest conpetenee, and o reason-
able assurance of the esteent of my fellows: o happy home,
and hopelul children, whom it shall he my ehief eare 1o tenceh
to shun the errors that have beenomy bane,

I have thought mueh, wlso, of that begevolent destiny that
has protracted our existenee as o family, unbroken through so
many yeirs; that gave toous inoour early vees the hepeldit
and advantages of parental restraint sl eoe, and has given
to you the opportunity of seeing the practicad results of your
anxiety and toil in the establishment of your childien in repu.
table positions in widely dissocinted splieres in life,  As tme
passes o, the burden of existenve beeomes more privvous:
these anniversaries, ouee so hright and festal, grow ominous with
shadows, and have a deep, sied, and solemn significanee,  Laden
with the inexpressible pathos, the yeurning regrets, the fure.
wells of the past, its melancholy aned its eternal pain, they also
point with prophetic augury to that fulure, near or far, when
anniversaries shall be no more. How happy thev who live so
that they are never afmid to die!

I trust that we may know nuany returns of this ancieat fes-
tival; but, more than that, T hope that when, ou some futire
Thanksgiving, the lust survivor of us all reendls the vivid mem-
ories of those who have gone before, no griel may dim his vis-
jon save that which separation always brings, and that he may
confidently and gratefully anticipate the hour which shall suni-
mon him to join a reunited family ina hrighter world than
this; a world which shall seem as the glorious wakening from
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a fevered dream, where sorrow has no dominion, where dis-
tance cannot separate, where time cannot chill, and the tragic
limitations of earthly being are forever unknown,
With love to all at home, '
Very truly your son, J.J. L.

WasHINGTON, March 13, 1874.
Sweet Heart:

The day is dreadful—cold, cloudy—with a gusty tempest
from the north bearing a storm of dust and gravel that blinds,
wearies, and disgusts. _

The great senator [Charles Sumner] was borne to the Cap-
itol at nine and placed beneath the canopy in the Rotunda in
a square casket upon a black base, and covered with the rarest
and costlicst lowers—Iilies, violets, japonicas, smilax, camellias
in wreaths, garlands, crosses, with evergreens prophetic of im-
mortality. A dense surge of humanity moved endlessly through
the corridors, aimlessly, curiously, black, white, ragged, un-
kempt, chilled with the cold blasts, and filing past the cold,
livid, discolored face that lay beneath the transparent glass
fike a drowned man under the jce. ‘There were no tears. The
scene was heartless.  Loud talk, vain babbling, and senseless
laughter echoed through the stony thoroughfares; and still the
throng surged on and on, without beginning and without end.

'he Senate galleries were densely packed at an early hour.
Tier above tier, it was a solid mass of faces, relieved against
the dark drapery hehind. At twelve the Senate was called to
order, the journal read, and some formal business transacted.
We were presented with black gloves and crape on the left arm.
Soon the House of Representatives were announced, and took
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their places on the sondh side of the cliunber; then the repre.

sentatives from Massachusetts with their fiunilies as mourners
]

noticeably old Ben Butler with his wife, o tall, gracelul, striking-

looking woman with aristoertie features and hearving: then
the ehiel justice and associate justices of the Suprenie Coart in
their black gowns; then the ollivers of the Army and Navy: the
diplomatic corps in pliin dress, headed by the fornal courtier
Sir Felward Thornton; then President Gt and his C:nl»invl:
who sat by the head of the cofling the silver mowntings of which
shone through the mass of Howers, The President wis dressed
in plain, dark clothes, and sat as expressionless as stone, some-
times drumming his hat upon his knee,

The seene was execedingly impressive, aind the solemnitics
were austery, consisting only of prover and seleetions read fron
the Seriptures. AU ten mittes past one e wmen wis pro-
nouneed, and the House, the Court, the President, and the
guests retived slowly from the chamber, and the Senate ad.
journed till Tuesday nonn,

[ serd you some vialels from e great purple s erowined
with white (hat exhaled their frngrance in the dim ehomber
that shall know lhim to more forever,  Keep them as aome-
mento of aogreat life that las ended o day,

[waole al Tl past two this morning alter, bad dreams,
feverish wnd restless, aud louging for vou and Tor Taby Con-
statiee, who has grown so tenderly inomy et Muc'h‘nl‘ o
tnited lives came back to me, ineidents Torgotten, songs vou
sung o Ruth in winter midoights in the litde back x'tu)m‘ up
stairs so long agoy looks, caresses; painful, sad regrets for the
injuries inflicted upon your love by my indifference aud cold-
ness and unkindoess; wonder (hat vour love had not ehbed
away from me and left me stranded in misery forever; hopes
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that we might not either be left long upon this desolate earth
o mourn the other’s loss. Oh, my darling! my heart cries
out for you and will not be comforted. VYou must never for-
sakoe e, here or hereafter. If you go hefore me to the undis-
covered country, guard me, and wait for me. If I precede
you, search for me till you find me, with entreaties and impor-
{unities that will permit no denial, but will rescue me, though
ages intervene, from the profoundest abyss.

I received your letter this morning in which you speak of
the exeitement ahout the judgeship, which has now, I suppose,
finally terminated. Horton could not he appointed for many
reasons, chiefly because the delegation was against him upon
general grounds connected with his personal and political
carcer.  Pomeroy made himself specially obnoxious by med-
dling in the matter, and at one time I thought I was to be
beaten, as the President told me he would not appoint Foster,
and if we did not compromise and agree on some other man, he
would take charge of the matter himself. The question at last
beeate one purely of opposition to me, and the representa-
tives openly boasted that they had at last got me beaten; but
the result has strengthened me greatly here and at home,
Horton promised the clerkship to a score, T presume, and I am
glad to know the sceret of Mrs. ——s advocacy; but it
may console her to know that he also promised it"to Joe Wil-
-son, Spaulding, Jo. Talbott, and many others, male and female.

Perhaps the future may have some reward for her ﬁdehty to
his cause and her support of his fortunes.

his is a long letter, longer than I intended to inflict tpon
you when I began; but I could continue for an hour, did my

other engagements afford me the time to spare.
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I hope you ave comlortuble and contented, amd that yog
will make your life active and useful, and not brood in :«;nlil:lxde
over our separation,  You have the chililven with vou, while I
have nothing but the memory of vou and them (o cousole me
in my loucliness,

been specially faithful to him, 1 judge; but in one way she was
his slave, and the record of forty years of servitude is dramatic.
) Good women ate so much better than good men, and bad so
much worse. Where the average lies I do not know. Per-

, haps in gross, the moral aggregate is much the same.
Write me often, and tink always witlh tember Tove of

) ' I came to my old lodgings direct from the station and found
Your faithful and alfectionate [HUSBAND,

that Mrs. Crawford had taken the house in addition to her own
) across the street. General Rosecrans is here with his family.
 His wife is paralyzed and unable to move. He occupies my
WasNGToN, Sunday, May 1 ] old rooms, and his wife and daughter the floor above. ' I am
My dearest Love: ’ S “opposite them, on the second floor, in the rooms occupied by
Pullman regulates the temperature of his carringes by the General Henderson last winter. There are many ofher guests
) but unknown to me.

Going over to the Capitol, I bathed, and was shaved and
trimmed by the olive-skinned ‘‘John,” the only barber whose

attentions I could ever endure without a shrinking shudder.

alendar, and not by the thermometer o fives after May 1t
amd hut one blanket; so that my journey wis not whoelly hmm-'
fortable. Then, at hreakfust in the Uniou Depot at Sl.\ LLouis,
Iriday morning, the top windows at Uie north were open, and
a eataract of cold, damp air poured down my hack into my
pantaloon pockets aud stockings,  So that T was ehilly :m;l
gooselleshy all day, and could not get warm through the \‘nin‘hl.

I'rom St Louis to Washington, where [ areived about uine

Judge Peters had come in from Chicago on the morning
train, and we had a consultation, resulting in an appointment
for Monday.

Mr. Plumb is yet here, and I expect to have an interview
with him, perhaps this afternoon.

1 see no reason why I may not leave for Haverhill by Thurs-
day, and so home by the middle of the week thereafter.

"Fhe season is dilatory here also; foliage not being full, and

pooM saturday, Toeontinnonsly vead (he letters of the wife
of Thomas Carlyle, annotafed by him after her death, T
never speeiglly “honed™ after him, even in my eallow davs;
but the letters are dramatically interesting. ‘L:hc-v discl(m;‘ Q@
most desolate, ploomy, and lumentable domestie ‘t;‘ugmlv, nn(‘l'
are not without instructive admonition. 1 will send un: hring
them to you. “The unavailing penitenee of the selfish, tlvsp(-p;
tie, iraseible, tyrannical old mnn, after she had left him f?)l‘t'\'tf!’
to his groel and his grumbling, is quite pathetie,  She does not
seemt to have loved him muaeh, i at all, indeed, nor (o0 have

the air icy and shivery.

I feel guilty at going away and leaving you mistress of all
the confusion at home, but it really seemed unavoidable under
the circumstances, and the worst appeared to be over. I
thought of several little things, while awake in the cars the
other night, that might have beén done: a niche for a vase or
statuette in the stairway in the space between the curved par-
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titdon and the eliumber wally an apright vegister in the south

tibrary wall, under tie Tower shelf i the new partition, cte, ote,;
bul ';111(‘ wishied-for comes tog It Don't forget to have
the windows all made weadher proof, wd the Qoors planed
down among (e Jishing touehes, and the well earb and plat.
form repaired, and the vermnda foors vepiired :llf—fn. It not
wholly relaid, as Nead will be sure 1o wint 1o do iF not resos
lutely restrained, ' '

I hope the dear litte anouymous baby continges (o thrive,
The delicate spark of her Tife was so near going out wholly that
T belivve her preservicion bodes good fortune Tor her and the
world into which she so premsturely cane, But T hahble, So
goot-hye for to-day,

I ope the children are all obedient. Give them my love,

Your own Joh

[INTPED STATES SENATE CHAMIER,
Wasnseron, May 13, 18581,
Dear Futher:

I imagine that oar dishes are hottomn up when it mins not,
more thau those of our neiglthors, We see sl disposed Lo
(hink our misfortunes are exeeptional, onr diseases peculiae,
our destinies unprecedented; but the ot of umanity every-
where s nneh the samee Oreat ereers are wecessarily few;
vitst Tortunes must beinfrequent s Kings and presidents arve
searee, and even the most exatlted in station and estate reeeive
about the same average of felieity as the vest of us, 1 have
seet all elsses and conditions of e, from the Towest to the
[oftiest, and the longer Tlive thie more Tam eonvineed that hap-
piness is in the individual, and not in s aceidents. Many

L

Dear Constance:
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things scem alluring that attained have no charm, and many
lives appear humble and obscure that are the vestibule of Par-
adise. And, after all, whether well or ill, the longest life is but.
a brief pulsation, like the momentary flash of a firefly in a gar-.
den at night; and whether its transitory torch is to be extin-
guished forever or to be relighted and burn eternally, we hope-

and dream, but know not.
Love to the family,
Very truly your son, JIL

Arcrson, Sunday, January 24, 10 A, M.

The cold wave seems to have passed off, though T don’t
like (o say mueh about it for we had a pleasant day some time
ago and talked considerably and chuckled over it, and that
night the temperature sank below zero and stayed there for
two weeks. It was o struggle for existence, We closed all
the doors, shut off the hall, cut off the water, had fires in the
grates, stulled cotlon in all the crevices, and lived like Bsqui-
maux in their dgloos. But it really s lovely this morning, I
went out for a stroll, after hreakfast, on the stone walk, in the
s Two fat brown bhirds hopped about in the branches of
one of the shrubs, and Jim Crow kept me company, sometimes
walking alongside, and then going hefore, and rolling over a
time or two Lo attruet altention. When T pulled his tail and
his ears, lie growled ferociously, and hissed like a snake, and
then rolled over apain,

As T stond by the gate, looking down toward Mrs. Crow-
ley s cabin--she and "Tim are both ill with the grip, influenza,
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colds, rhewmatisn, antiguity, ete, —the pealing bells of St 3
Benediet's broke out into o swelling tumult of exulting mel-
ody, vibrating and rising and Talling, rolling north and south
and cast and west, down the vadley and up to the shining
zenith, and, after an entrancing interval, divd away wnd were
slill, 16 was quite fneredible that sone shoek: heiuled Paddy,
who probably carries o hod or drives adry during the week,
conld, by pulling a rope a few moments, produee suel an
costasy of sound on Sunclay, without any iden that T would
write you a lelter concerning it

Yes, 164 aggravating, ax vou sy, Lo he obliged to suspend
your stucies for a while, al the husy season, (oo bt iU is het ‘
tor than to keep an and hreak down completely at the end. 2
Phe mind has muel influenee, and o cheerful spivit s better
than medicine,  Resolve to be welly don't brood apon dark [
thoughts; throw open the windows of  vour sond (o the sun;g i
{ake short views of life; get plenty of air, plain food, and sleep, ,
with moderate vxereise, ‘ " -

Write to me il there is auything you want. T shoukd he
your friend, even il you were nol my child, * % ok ko

I am going awiy next week, ahout the st of Febroary, 1o |
speak at Ann Arbor, Michigan, in Keotueky, and some other 2
places, and shall he absent perhaps two weeks, A letter will 1
reach me at the Grand Pacific, Chicago, Tresday and Wednes- : 1
day, 2d and ad, should you write next Sunday. !

: Affectionalely your Pava.
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Aretison, Decemiber 1,
Dear Constanee:

The question about the doss of either of the senses is so
mueh a matter of sentiment wed individual tempevament that
there is nothing to be said by ooe tid conld influenee sowther,

o me the Toss of sight would De the greest adiliction,
heeanse vy Tove of Nature wid phivsical Beanty s so strong.
Hearing is Tmited. At a short distinee the Toudest somnds
are maudible, S0 with tuste, T gives delight, hut the hody
can be notrished without the sensibility of the palate and the
tongre, 10 dumb, we can sUlb write and rewd soaed hears F
we are unable (o pereeive the fragrmee of lowers, we ¢ yel
be charmed with their eolor and ontlive,  T5 dead, we ean
conmunicate with the eve amd tue penn Bat o b blind s 6o
be imprisoned in perpetuad dackness s shat ont frome e uni.
verse, from the aspeets of the earth, the sky, s the sea;
anable 1o go or conne; conipelled o he Jed and foed aned drossed
fike an fnfant, and denied the jov of heholding the Vaees tan
we love,  DBut, after all, we shapt ourselves fo these prividions
without much grief, 1 have seen anuy blind persons, but
they are generally cheerful enongh, aned seenn o enjoy il very
well,

The sonl is independent of the senses. These are e ave-
nues theough which it communieites with others temporarily,
and are not necessaey (o its existenee, [ have no doubt there
are many senses we o not possess; nuny propertios of matter
with which we are gnaeqguainted; many more dimensions
than length, breadth, and tickness; msny more eolors tan
these which glow in the mdnbow and the cose; many eondi-
tions inmmuediately about aud arowd and within that we do
not pereeive any more than my horse understands history and
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arithmetic, or than a fish swimming in the ocean comprehends
the great steamships with their cargoes of men and women and
merchandise ploughing the waves which are his firmament.

It is an incomparable morning. The grass glitters with
thick white frost, and the dense columns of smoke and vapor
from the town below ascend slowly toward the dazzling sky.
The vibrations of the convent bell, ringing for nine, linger for
an instant, cease, and are still.

Your affectionate Para.

WasHiNGTON, March 5, 1875.
My dearest Wife:

T'he Forty-third Congress ended amid uproar and confusion
indescribable.

I went to the Capitol at ten a. M. on Wednesday and re-
mained until one the next afternoon without sleep and almost
without eating. I presided much of the time, and was in the
chair till within five minutes of the final adjournment. Stuch
tumult and turmoil T never witnessed before; but I got through
without special difficulty, and was much complimented for
my coolness and adroit management of the disorderly ele-
ments. The Vice-President was absolutely helpless and sur-
rendered in despair, and sent for me to take his place while
he retired to his room. The attendance in the galleries was
imimense,

I came home and went to bed at two P. M. and slept till
eight. Took a light lunch and went again to bed at ten and
slept till nine this morning.

The Senate assembled at twelve this noon in extraordinary
session. The new senators were sworn in, and the proceedings

LALS
COUNTY COMMUNI




334 JOIN JAMES INGALLY,

were very joteresting. The galleries and oor were thronged
with Tadies and strangers,

Old Andy Johusen, whom T had pever seen hefore, wis
arected with applouse, as wies Generad Burnside, 1he new sen
ator from Rhode Tk, We sitt an honr, sond then adjourened
LIl Monday,

I have taken SeolUs seitt in the middle isde, directlv seross
fromy My, Conlkling,

The Pinehbeck case is (o be considered s bt T do not think
it will tadee Jomg o dispose of ity as everybody s madons to e
away as soon as possible,

The weather is inconceivably hordble eoll, wet, mining
all diy wied sinowing or sleeting all night, with oecisional fooges
thrown fn by way of variety,

How mueh Tlong to be at home Temnet el vou, 1 shall
leve at the first possible moment th gubitic: Dusiness will
permit, [ feel somewhat fatieued, now thit the stinudus of
excitement s over; hut hope soon o recover my usual elas.
teity, I know how mueh vou need me e whit o relief it
will be to vou o tarn the domestie seeptre over o

Your alleetionate Huesiann,

=
Pyive
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