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REGIS LOISEL.

1799—1804.,

Block Seventeen, South Atchison, had merely a poten-
tiul existenee v those ancient days,  That oblong rectangle,
fronting upon « 1)<)st.liminuu's Third Street, was wanappar-
cenl among the hazels and chineapin oaks which feathered
the rounded summit of the bold projecting headland, visi-
ble to the keen eyes of Regis Loisel for leagues along the
broad, deep, solitary valley; dimly deseried through autumn’s
melancholy haze and the azure mist of April, southward
from the porphyry blulls, whose receding vistas converge:
o the horizon above the columuar coltonwoods of Cow Island
Bottom, wid northward from Blacksnake’s barren tumuli of
Lawny sand,

S Street was not. White Clay erawled  sluggishly on
ity useless ervandd through muddy ooze, and idly emptied
its turbid urn,  Summner, Port William, and Leavenworth had
not disturbed the wilderness with the decline and fall of their
ineflectual dreams of fortune and empire,  The great railroad
center was an ovum in the unimpreguated womb of the future
when Regis Loisel first moored his bateaux and lighted his
camp-lire heneath o rugged ehn at the foot of Block Seven-
Teen, it 17990 the central point in the are of the “CGrand
Détour,” or "Great Western Bend of the Missounri.”

George the Third was King of Fngland, France was a

republie. Paul the First was Timperor of Russia,  Selim the
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Third was Sultan of the Eastern Empire, Jobn Adimma wos
the imperious President of o Federal Union, CHmpHNig sy
teen States, Kentueky and Tennesser being the nntp-mt; ;mﬁ
extreme western frontier,  The first Tervitorial Legivlature of
Ohio had just met at the huddle of lege fines esedhed Cinednmsg g,
Kangzls was a Spanisl provines under the denninivn of Clieles
the Tourth and Manuel Goday, Duke of Alendia sl Hringe
of the Peace,

The haughty hidalgo witl suble thoopivg plumse and suly.
te rapier was (lie Predecessor of the Dorde raftinn, the Juy
hawker, and tne bullwhacker, upon 11 Bunks of the 'Mi%
:ou‘ri. To his successors e heyneathed an unmalm:mxix;'f

‘ Helt Bits given b pversy

) ;;eclg cross-roads, and slahtown jis adry chateany vn Fapayan,

e Spanish sway in Kansas was hrief wry e

The Castilian 0111);;:1';111l\;u;;"t::cf:(l-:}l‘ ;"'“fl‘““% e el
and seldom puuctrdtud .f'n’ ’;, { s e e
ar inland,

tancers and pirates, sensual, sellish, avirieions hiuanting 1
coral groups and tranquil lagoons of {he l i
between frenziod s for silver in

ErL)
Pheyv were 51 e ol hae

Lrepies, termid iy
the mines of Zucittevin,
and searels of (e Fowntain of Vel
i the land of perpetual Nowers,

and aimiesy wanderings in

1““., iy e . 3 ¥ 3

» m‘nuﬂ was the owner in fee stple of Bk Seventer
1- 1762, though the muaniments of (itle il he
vam among the records of (e

deeds, ‘[l real-estate

sought in
Aelison County registry o
abstracts of Rust & Cou vontain e
the comvevimee iy o
0 Snain 1 ol t i A
! Spain, by which uation it was held Ul 1800, when Nitpes
) ) ¢ [ i 1 ’ . .
eon Bonaparte acquired the Tee in trugt for ¢ ¥

con Hor iee, and sokd
It in 1803 to the United Stages, a
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Napoleon was not a fortunate speculator in real estate.
He had no use for Western lands and town lots. He did not
participate in that sublime and universal faith which believes
that property will be higher in the spring, e closed out
his entire interest in the Atchison town-site, together with
all the adjacent land lying west of the Mississippi and south
of the British Possessions, for three million dollars, which
is at the rate of more than a hundred acres for a cent.  Real
estate in Atchison was cheap at the close of the eighteenth
century, The Hannibal and St. Joseph extension had not
been eompleted.  The bridge had not been definitely located.
Forty-cight {rains were not arriving and departing daily.
The new hotel slept in the elay-pits at the foot of the bluffs
And yet it may be that Bonaparte was right.  He had, per-
chanee, o premonition of the twenty-one different kinds of
taxes and assessments that would be annually levied on Block
Seventeen, and concluded that he had better sell out hefore
Baker was clected treasurer—in 1872,

For there were no taxes in that haleyon time, Iarceny
had not been legalized.  Confiscation by statute, in time
of peace, had not been invented.  Ten per cent penalty and
fifty per cent interest wos the hope of the thieves in their
most daring dreams of peeulation,  “I'lie avarice and cupidity
of that primitive epoch did not demand the sanction of law,
but were content to evade its penalties.  Strange as it may
appear, no pompous officicd emerged from the thickets of
elders and pawpaws to collect wharfage of Regis Loisel as
he tied up his fleet at the steep levee, and his motley crew
of wovagewrs and courenrs de bois serambled up the crumbling
bank, weary with rowing, cordelling, and poling against the

vellow current of the capricious and turbid stream.
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* 5 A v. ¢ g 3
Contrasted with Jamestiwn sl Plvomnaith, this s o

many yvears ago; but all antiquity is comparative,  The ay

before we were hormn s older s Adbun, T
the recollections of infaney reeede into o

teantinnl
‘ st s e e e
Noal,  To (hose whose memories retlec i

: weomemories retlect e raiped

oub, L e,
of Quindaro amd Lecompton,

eartlt bas o prokider ol
tudes, tine no more aneient epovh, then the Ko
Losel in seventeen Tnndped sl ninelvonine,
cesstve emigrations il even they o

bonl Ry
And ver spe
ertlowed Sl suhisieded
from these tranquil pltins, letving no memorials that 1ie
has not obliterated, e Aztee, the Mound Huileer, the

s ot : ! LHAN
age, with their mysterious industries,

! . their unknewn AV
tons, their e commeree, (e

frepishttions of their winps
the awful suerifices of

! ‘ their religions, 1he inexorhle sype
tions of their laws, Tave vigsied I

r ike the smke of their
altars and the hlood of theiy

l ! vietims, The temple, the devo
e, and the god have sunk ingn connnen abliviog

. v was
as night save for (he altern

| aons of sun and elonds The
a0y 1" e D 1 ' i ‘

carth grew green and turned whie dgatin, with nothing to
mark the succession of e wehanging yeurs

‘eosteh weditad jons neetrred
Hétene Clinuvin may have
seheming brain as e revidled
e et f\()LL()'l,l.W()Utl anel s:.unl that interyvened

e Phmand Détour” and (e little Frenelr e

where she dwe - Lhe
ere she dwelt, or (e WELY voyage of months (o (e north

ward hefore Tie coyld relurn, But he was no ille drequner
St

History does not recond whetl
to Regis Toisel, Thoughts of
floated in his anthitions ane
the desolate wastes of ¢

on a sentimental jour i

I sentimental journey, in searel of objeets aver whiely
his sensibilities cold expand
him, e felt (he sublime

ecies of the Tulyre

EERY
Fhe past had wo el for
agitations of voutly,

i . Lis proph-
stirred him like y pission,
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The sullen gray bars of the river were vocal with sonor-
ous flocks of braut, halting for a night on their prodigious
emigrationy Trom the icebergs to the palms. Triangles of
wild geese harrowed the blue ficlds of the sky. Regiments
of pelicans performed their mysterious cevolutions high in
air—now white, now black, as their wings or their hreasts
were turned to the setting sun. The sandhill crane, trail-
fug the ridiculous longitude of his thin stilts behind him,
dropped his gurgling croak from acrial clevations, at which
his outspread pinions seemed but a black mote in the ocean
of the atmosphere. In all the circumlerence of the waste
wilderness beneath him, he saw no tower or roof or spire
upon the hills of Atchison, no cabin on the prairie, no hollow
square cleared in the forests of Buchanan and Platte; heard
no vibration of hells, no seream of glittering engine, no thun-
der of rolling trains, no roar of wheels, no toise of masses
of men like distant surf tumbling on a rocky shore; no human
trace along the curves of the winding river, save the thin blue
fume that curled upward through the trees at the hase of the
blufl from the camp-fire of Regis Loisel.

The geographies and atlases of twenty years ago pre-
sented this favored region to the wondering eyes of the ingen-
uous youth of that period as a dotted area of irregular out-
line, labeled, “Great American Desert,” in which groups of
Holes-in-the-Day, conical lodges of pelts, epizoitic hulfalo,
and wild gazelles with silvery feet were seattered in reckless
and illogical profusion. So profound has heen the ignorance
upon this topic that it is even now the general belief that
the pioncers of *54 and ’55 entered upon an untried and track-
less solitude. To such it may be necessary to explain the
presence of this intruding explorer with his flotilla at the
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Altchisnu levee in 170y, in company with Antoine Tihean
his brother Pierre,

The connection appears remote, but it is historieally e
.cumtc. to say that he was lere beeiuse Ui vitinent vn:w
1gator, Jacques Cartier, sailed from St Male in 154y, and en
tered the river 8. Lawrence, Giking possession nl e coun
try in the name of Praueis 1., King of France,  The ey
settlers of Canuda, in 1535, immmliulvly lesrmed Hhe immvnw.v
value of the furs of the unimals (l swarmed in the pm'.v
cold lakes and streams and (he lonely Torests of those wm'
territories,  Colleeting them in great cuuantitios, they fmu;d
an inereasing demand with every newe arrival from tlu; et her
c(?un'try, aned the fabulous profits o the taflic, comhined
with the wild romance of (he chiase, stimulaled Qulw‘ n*i?v
u.nd capital 1o the inauguration of gigantic sehemes, H}"ul‘v
lquors, ancd gaudy apparel wore shipped. Trom Froneh :»t;
p(‘)rts to (.;21101‘)00, and thenee distributod danenge the vlmyli:;n
;f;ll:m;‘,«1:;1:,111(1“00 them o pursue thejy cotgenial oecupation,

¢ Ure men, naturally adventurous e exible, rondity
assimilated o the Indian habits, and heenye Nutters ';1 '!
chl‘,)lorcrs. Hardy and vourizeous, voel mild apd ]w:u":'w} l“‘
they penetrated remote regions with salety, and mnvili"u)fl‘
suvugc. tribes Dy (heir superior addregs, ~ Avmmp:t‘uiml‘ ; ("
the priests of (hejr religion, (hey planted the standnpd :}f
the eross hy the flag of their countey upon the forts wl ;
they established in (he trackless snlviludus of the ‘1( ‘T’m’
rence and the Takes, *adually extending tﬁv (11‘&‘:1‘ n'l' thedr
f:xplc)mtious, they crossed the continent suulluvvx(ﬁlv dl;:‘!
1;1;; thc. een?ury following their firgt seltement, pw‘wi i ting
dézc;elili;);; :111:} Il;xﬁ)‘\zﬁu i'lS \Vise<>113i11, Michigan, and HNlinois,

‘ SBISSIPPL to the Gull of Mexion in 1ORa, tnl

W

»
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founding, in 1718, the city of New Orleans, which became
thenceforward the southern seaport of their commerce, out-
ranking in importance hoth Mackinaw and Montreal in the
north.

The vast region hordering the Missouri and its great trib-
utaries was a boundless and unexplored field for the fur-
traders. It is now occupied by the States of Arkansas, Mis-
souri, Towa, western Minnesota, Nebraska, Kansas, and the
Indian Territory. The fur-bearing animals had gradually re-
ceded westward Defore that daring and mysterious emigration
which subsequently vanished, leaving its history written in the
nomenclature of the streams, peaks, passes, and plains, from
the Yellowstone to the Gulf, from the Missouri to the Pacific,

In 1762 the Dircetor-Generdl of Louisiana, Mongieur D’Ab-
adie, granted to a company of New Orleans merchants the
exclusive right to trade for furs with the ladians upon the
Missouri River, under the title of “Pierre Ligueste Laclede,
Auntoine Maxan & Company.”

Laclede, the projector of the enterprise, was a mercantile
adventurer of noble descent from Bordeaux, long domiciled
in New Orleans, where hie had fallen a vietim to the volup-
tuous charms of Madame Chouteau, the wife of a baker of
bread and pies for the livngry, and a vendor of ale and wine
for the thirsty villagers, Monsieur Chouteau, the baker,
was presumably a crusty fellow, neither well bread mor in
the flour of his youth; a dough-faced loaf-er and a pie-biter
of the deepest dye. Be this as it may, Madame preferred
the plume and sword of her dashing lover to the paper cap
and rolling-pin of her liege lord, and “lit out’’ in the summer
of 1763 with the expedition for Ste. Genevieve, arriving on
November ad, where they went into winter quarters. After
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a carcful examination of the topography of the surround
ing country, Laclede selected the present site of sy, Lemds,
and established a trading-post Febriary 13, 1704, treeting o
large house and four stores on (ke levee, T due time he
died, bequeathing his name to a street anmd it hotel in e
city he founded.  Madame Choutenn longg survived him, resid -
ing in St. Louis till her death, leaving o nunerons progeny
of Clhouteaus, amd o name that smeldls sweet gl Wlossens
in the dust.  She was « wotan of great strength of eliarietep
and marvelous personal beatty, wnd ruled S Lowis with des.
potic sovercignty,

In r770 the village comprised forty funilies, Irotechid
from savage ineursions by w sl garrison, (O Avtgaust oy
1768, Captain Rion, with u detachment of Broops, ook pros
session of the town in the name of (e Kityg of Spain, nnder
whose dominion it vominally remained (] transferred g
the United States in 1803; at which time i conttinued 1o b
merely a trading-post with « fow hunddred mlabitants, iy
annual traflic in furs amounting (o aboyg f00000,  The
first brick house was erected in 18y, e fiest boat Joft jis
whatf in 1819, and as lale ag in 1822 it contuined tnly
5,000 inhabitants. '

Here, in 1798, landed Regis Loisel, o y
born near Montreal, o soldier of fortune, who vonceived (he
idea of extending the fur trade to the head witers of the
Missouri and its tributarics in (e extrenme northern fugg.
n.esses of the Rocky Mountaing, I s @ bold and anda-
clous scheme, and implied ' the possession of exir
powers of body and mind, [}y distance alone way appalling
Months were consunied in the transportation of stopes '

»

ahont

ot of fwenty,

aordinary

andd
urrent
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by favoring gales, or drawn by men walking along the shore,
toiling at a rope attached to the mast-head. “The naviga-
tion was inconceivably slow and dangerous. Tribes of impla-
cable savages resented the invasion of their domains, adding
to the labors of the voyage the terrors of ambush from the
imprenetrable forests that darkened the shores.

Associated with him in the daring enterprise was Pierre
Choutean and Jacques Clamorgan, under the mercantile name
of *‘Clamorgan, Loisel & Company.”  Chouteau was a descend-
ant of the beautiful bakeress of New Orleans. Clamorgan was
a Irench creole from Guadaloupe, educated at Paris, whose
dusky amours have given to St. Louis a race of laundresses
and barbers like Shakespeare's “euckoo-buds of yellow hue,”

In the promotion of the purposes of their commercial
venture, Loisel ascended the river in 1709, and cstablished
a trading-post on an island in the Upper Missouri, where
he subsequently made a field and garden, and built a four-
bastioned fort of cedar logs, “I'his locality is in the present
territory of Dakota, and directly in the route of the Northern
Pacific Railroad,

Returning to St. Louis in the development of his plaus,
the partnership being dissolved, he anticipated the policy
of the Government by promptly applying for a land-grant
in the following terms;

“T'o Mr, Charles Dehault Delassus, Licwtenant-C olonel of the Stationary Reg-
iment of Lowisiana, and Liewlenanl-Governor of Upper Louisiana, Gc.:

“Brt Regis Loiscl has the honor to submit that having made consid-
erable sacrifices in the Upper Missouri Company in aiding to the discoveries
of Indian nations in that quarter in order to increase commerce hereal ter,
ag also to inculeate to these different nations favorable seatiments towards
the Government and have them devoted to the service of his Majesty, so as
to be able to put a stop to the contraband trade of foreigners who, seatter-
ing themselves among those Indians, emplay all imaginable means to make
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them adopt prineiples conteary to the attachnent they owe ta e Govers
ment, ‘The petitioner has also fuenished with zeal, prosents, in order to gain
the friendslip of those different mutions for the parpose to disabise them of
the errors insinuated to them, aned to obtain a free parssagte throngh their
lands and a durable peace. The petitioner, intending to eontinue on bis own
account the conuneree which his partners live ahassdoned in thint yuarter,
hapes that you will be pleased to grant ty him, for the convenienve of hix
trade, permission to form an establishment in Upper Missonri, distant
about foar hundred leagues feom (s town, ind whielt shiall be situated on
the said Missourt between the river known under the name of Rivitre du
vieux Angluis, which empties itsell in the sui Missonri on the right side
of it, descending the stream, and lower down s Cedar Tebad and the
river known under the nume of Rividre de Cote de Médivine, which i on
the left side, descending the stremm, aed higher up than Cedar Tuliteed,
which island s at epral distance from the two rivers above mmed  Tha
Place being the most convenient for his aperstiong, wsowell in the Uppey s
in the Lower Missourd, and it being indispensable (o seeure 1o hinelf tiue
timber in an indisputahle manner, he i obliged (o ve vevonrse o vour
gooduness, praying that vou will he plewsed to grant 1o lim o eoneession
in full property for hing, his helrs op wasigns, for the extemt of Tunsd sim

ated along the hunks of the suid Missourd, and comprised between the
river called the Old Buglishman's wnd the one called the Medieine Bl

here u.bm'u uwu}imwd, by the deptle of one lewgue in e futerior m;
each side the Missourd, and including the ishnd Jerwn by s name of
Cedar Island, as also other small timheged tslumds,  In uﬂtixt.illy his elew
mand, he shall never sease to render thanks to your goodiess, ‘ .

s . - " RuEns Loy
'35t Louis of Tlinois, Mareh 2u, 1800, 8 Lo,

" D . -
Fo which ingenious petition (e Governor was pleased 1o
respond hy his concession, in nanner following, that is sy

Wk, 1L is noton "'H'r. .oty m‘x‘ }t.umum, Mavelt 25, 1Mo,

verews, 1018 notorious that the petitioner s mude greut Tonses

\_\:lw.n in the company he mentions, wul ax he continues s voyages of
discoveries conformably to the desires of the Govermment, which ill‘("‘l‘hl‘
cause (;1.’ great expense to hiny, and it being for the commeree of pv'llz'iwa witﬁ
the.Imlmns necessary Lhat forts should be constyaeted wmong lhv#c r;‘muu*
nations, as mueh to impress them with respect us to have plees ;‘nf e uwitn
‘f(‘)r the goods and other articles whicly merehants eurry in ﬁh’o’r‘n :unixp:;t"
:mu!nrly for those of the petitioner, for these rensons I o grunt t:: him anel
0 lu.? suecessors the land which he solicits in the same place wiiere he usks
provided it is not to the prejudice of anyhody: and the said lu‘ml'lu-iu;.;:
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very far from this post, he is not obliged to have it surveyed at present; but
however, he must apply to the Tntendant-General in order to obtain the
title in form Irom said Intendant, because to him belongs, by order of his
Majesty, the granting of all classes of lands helonging to the royal domain.
“CarLos Drgaurr DrLassus.”

The tract thus secured was about fifteen miles long by
five miles in width, with special advantages for trade, and
as a military post to which the trappers could resort for
protection in winter, a depot where supplies were distributed
and furs collected for shipment by canoes and mackinaws
to St Louls, on the “rise” from the melting of the moun-
tain snows.

Loisel prosecuted his venture with varying fortunes till
1804, making several voyages, and opening a farm to furnish
his garrison with vegetables and grain, In the autumn of
this vear he desecended the Mississippi from St. Louis to New
Orleaus, for the purpose of engaging the assistance of cap-
italists in a scheme to penetrate the Rocky Motmtains and
establish the fur trade in the extreme northwest upon the
Pacific Ocean. Ialling ill upon his journey, he went imme-
diately to the house of Monsicur Joseph Perillat, where he
became rapidly worse, and on the first of October made his
will before a notary, who gave the following copy, which
was filed in the succceding February in the probate court
of St. Louis, before Judge Marie P. Ledue:

““This day. first October, eighteen hundred and four, and the twenty-

ninth year of the Independence of America, we, Narcisse Brontin, Notary
Public of the United States of Ameriea, resident of the town of New

Orleans, transported ourselves at the demand of Monsicur Regis Loisel in his'

domieile,(house of Mongieur Perillat,) situated at about one-half league
from the town of New Orleans, where heing we have found the said -Mr.
Loisel sick abed, but in his full judgment, memory, and natural under-
standing, and in presence of the witnesses hereinafter named, he told us

that fearing death, which is natural to all creatures, its hour uncertain, he
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wisted to put Lis wffairs in order and midees s testanme ot whi Y he die
tated to us in the form Inllowing.

“harstly: - Fle Las deelared himuelf ¢ A K, sative vd Assunaption, iy
Lower Canado, lepitimate son of R egistre Lodael and Munstre My lsth
defunct, .

“em:  He hos deelaved (o s tint be e mueried with Miss Heloge
Chauvin, resident of St, Luuis of Hlingis, of whivh wurbge he as fw
daughters, named Manette, aged three years, il Clmm-ntiné. Al niXteen
wonths, and that his spouse is us Present pregming,

. “lem: e declared to s that e owerd severit] peesins, an will Ly eagalye
lished by his notes, oldigatinng, and aceounts, sl that Hiere were due i
amotunts according as they shadt b awtablivhed iy bills, wvonnts, and

, obligations which shall he found in his praviesiston,  He orders his pest g

mentary exceutors to pay his debly and to reepive what i due to him

“Iem:  He declared to ug that his propeety consisted of o makito
and a farm at St. Louis of THinois, in o house and b, the tifle m;wrln uf
whicl are at My, Clarnorgan’s; in horned b e, &é.u ! ‘

“ltem,  Fe deelared 1o ns, maming For Dis ole arel universal beirs I
above named two daugliters, Manette and Clementine, wmd abo e ehild
of which his spouse is preguant, in ease he live, shall il;ht‘t‘il L“(' Xt | por
tion with the children hefore numed, o pr

‘ “Ttem: e hag declarad (o e, v for tutvix sl eopateix wf hia

children his said spouse, relicving hee from all logal respenahility ‘

“enes Tle deelnred to us, naning fur testiutentury vwm;t;m uf lilg
estate the Sieurs Auguste Choutean il Jiepues (.‘hunnigun. lllt‘i"\‘l‘:ﬂt(‘l u}"

St. Louis ¢ inoiy, to w i i
ot I of Mlinoiy, to whom he Kives power to nuke inventory sy gl

!:l,ll)(llvlﬁl.‘i()l'l of his estute between his heirs, withont the intervention of
.u'w under any prct(éx.l:. e supplicates thewr nlyo (i hawve the Kindness 1o
have three masses snid for Uie repose of his sl
"y . ] 1 ) .
Item: e declared to s that be lud here in town, in his trank, o
*

bundle -papers coneerni i ‘
. hundle of law-papers coneerning Mr, Peignous swnd Mr, Lafomrvle, which

saicd papers, in case any ueeident shomld happen bim, e desires i My
Mzu}}llcl Lisa should take charge of and remit them l’(n',’\‘h'. k,..‘lmm;rw;;l o
. theli‘;:lr;e UIrIcNI(ll(‘cII;:L(l:lLL(l:“:;ll::vuxlg] t}u:(:ll:uxl«l’iw o the Upprer Missnnd,
to cause the whole to be brought, to St. l“;l‘%l‘: ‘:I{Nlltti;;(a:‘il»:lt ﬂlf;l:\"'“t.ﬁft‘\’lll“! )
us aL?o having here in town forty Iiffalorobes, which lu; 'm".w-; \'IrV ;‘l\i"vht
Doreier tf’ have the kindness to sell thew, aml to pay wilﬁ lej;" :'x'mv‘m: lf‘ ;”
‘del)ts which might be oecasioned by his sicleness, wd 1o remit ltlw Iy ‘l-J l'l-‘
if perchance any he left, to his exeentors Lo:;!:uulmunrv ‘ Hhme
“em:  Me declared to g o have an wecount t‘ilvl’l’('lll with Mr, Cl;
morgan, extending muny yeurs hack; that he ha signed an o ’ ‘ti:
forty thousand and soue hunered Tivees, but (hag Hi‘!'l(‘(‘ ilm.l (i‘t;:*”ll)lt?;‘::i
;
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paid the said Cliumorgun, at divers times, a greater amount than the said
s,

“Ttem: e deelaved to us that the said House of Clamorgan, Loisel &
Company owel him five thousand livres at least.

“Tem: In case that the goods in possession of the testator in the
Upper Missouri are not, sufficient to pay that which he owes Mr, Chouteau,
he prays him to have a kind regard for his family,

“Heme “The testator declared to us that he annulled all other testa-
ments, cadicils, powers or dispositions which he has made before this one,
declaring null and of no effect, or effect all sueh except this,

“Which having read to him, he signed in presence of Manuel Lisa,
Antoine Fromentin, and Joseph Perillat, witnesses domiciled in this town,

"I testimony whereol, we said notary have aflixed our hand and the
seal of our office the day and year before written,

[T, 8] (Signed) “Ruc. LOISHL,

ANTOINE TROMENTIN,

“ MANEL Tasa,

“ Jospvu PURILLAT,

“1 certify that the present copy conlorms to the original which rests
in ny hands, Narcrsse BroweinN, Notary Public,

“Nuew Orleans, this fourth of October, 1804."

NARCISSE BRONTIN,
Notary Public.

[Taving excculed this testament, Monsieur Broutin took
his ink-horn and departed.  The sick man became impa-
tient at the restraints of his illness and anxious to join his
family before approaching winter had closed the river above
Borie to his boat upon a couch of buffalo-robes,

with ice.
His strength

he started on the long journcy to St. Louis.
was ot equal to the fatigue and exposure of the voyage.
Near the mouth of the Arkansas he died and was buried,

and his grave no man knoweth. Death baffled his ambi-

tious dreams at the carly age of twenty-six, but the three
masses for which he supplicated could not give repose to
The child with which his wife was pregnant was
Héléne, his widow, mar-

his soul.
born, hecame a priest, and died.
ried again, bore other children, and died full of ycars. His

two daughters became mothers, and died, and their children
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followed them to the cathedral graveyvard, and <l he way
not at rest,

. e .

In the Treaty of Cession e Government reengnized (he
validity of the land-grants made by the Spanish aud Frenel
governors, and appointed bourds of cotmmissioners o report
those that were genuine to Cougress Tor condirnetion.  After
‘the death of Loisel, the concession of Delassus at Cedar Ishud
was ostensibly sold (o his exeeutors for (en dollars, pavuhle
m shaved deer-sking ut forty cents per pound.  The differ
ent boards refuse e i i i
; gbm}n(ls refused o recognize (e elaim, sl it slept until
1858, when Congress passed o e utirod i

u, vl g.cs.s passed an uet cottlicming the title, ol
authorizing the issue of o patent for 38,001 1o on's weres uf
land to the legal representative of Regis Loisel, 1o be Ieatd
upon any vacant lands of the Unjted Stdes, In i8zy the
lands were entered : i Y y
\ | ) teredd in the cotntios of Nemadia, Marshall, ek
son, and Pottawatomie, Kansas, and remained viteant belt vesirs
longer under an aee : unli .

i k’f ‘1{1 acceumulated hurden of wlicquidated

Meanwhile Tegislatures enaeted Luws, courty
decreed, and generalions of

Hxes,

sl judgped and
ewyers wrangled in fruitless
as cotitled (o this imperial fihe
deseended o the Tineal posterity
it pussed in 1805 (o the exeentor,
alleged sale for twenty live pods
y that <id not dppear 1o leve heoy preded
And thus at last, in (e strange vieissitude ‘
that accompatics human allairs, it chieed  that {1 wa
.tmcte(l strife finally closed in (fe courls of x\"@*lﬁ*lh't l‘ (!
1t was there determined wly, were (he s 1ol

elfort (o determine who w
itance—-whether (he Litle

of the testator, or whether
Jacques Clamorgan, by the
of shaved deer-sking

and mutation

Cheirs of Regis 1Lojsel, "
woved from he eyey of the

py [ . upon that wintry duy, she would have
fropped the didle seales and hrandished (he

Had the bandage Deen e
Goddess of Justice

Wenging sword,

REcis Tose, 143

They have built her a stately temple since, whose harmoni-
ous and symmetrical mass is the poem of a landscape that
was enclianted hefore a cheap raflway had spanned the Nem-
aha with its skeleton truss, and dumped its black grade diag-
onally across the great military road that trailed westward
through the village and over the level prairie toward Salt
Lake and the Pacific Ocean. But upon the day aforesaid,
the goddess dwelt like the apostle in her own hired house, a
chosen sunctuary of cottonwood that stood four-square to all
the winds that blew.  Here were the wgis, the palladiun, the
forum, the ermine, the immortal twelve, and all the parapher-
nalia inseparable from the administration of law even in its
most primitive forme-cssential to ity sanctions, the staple of
its orators; without which, we are assured by its ministers,
the proud edifice of our liberties would incontinently topple
and fall headlong {rom turret to foundation-stone,

The (wo windows rattling in their rude casements were
curtained with frost of the thickness and consistency of tripe.
Between them, with his head dangerously near the rough
mortar of the ceiling, sat his honor the judge, surveving the
scene from an inverted packing-box, his boots interrupt-
ing his vision, and his chair inclined against the wall.  The
harangues of the advocates were enlivened by the musical
clinking of glasses, the festal notes of the rustic Cremona,
and hoisterous hursts of inebriated laughter from the dog-
gery beneath. Planks of splintered pine, sustained by a beg-
garly account of empty hoxes, soap and cracker, spice and
canrlle, from adjacent groceries, afforded repose to a group of
dilapidated loafers who erouched and shivered arownd the
smoking stove,  As they masticated their “flat tobacker,” they
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meditatively expectorated jn the three phv sawadust thit var
peted the foor, and listened o e will of Regin Losel,

The subtle potency of the soul of the bold wilventyrer
spoke inperiously from {he abyss of o forgotion past, iy
voice emanated from an Unknown  grive, swerosy the infoer-
vl of three-quarters of a century. His restlees sl BULAE
ghost animated Lhe mysterious syllables af whiose uttennee
arose the phantom of Luw, whicl irresistibly Dorluede jutpy.
sion upon sixty square miles of Kansis pradvie, in the i
and hy the will of Regis 1oisel,

And so the deanu ended, Three genentions gl [rensed]
away, The squalid hamlet haed expanded g an opylent
metropolis, of whieh his deseendants wre eminent anel T
ored citizens,  States lad sprung like an exhalation from
the wilderness,  An intense civilization pervieded e pre-
foundest solitudes, Nothing remuined unehittged i the wild
world of his beiel life save (e impussive wd desolite tiver
which wears as (hen, and Will forever wesr, (e Hupervious
mask of its sullen mystery; which besos as then, uud will
forever bear, e burden of ity seere wirevealed, vielding no
response to the living whe fempt its inconstinn wave, wor (e
dead wha sleep by its complaining shoge,

May his soul rest in puien !
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