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SOCIALISM IS IMPOSSIBLE.

The radical error of socialism is the assumption that
there is some power in socicty above and beyond that of
individuals of which society is composed.

Government and the State are deseribed as independent
political beings, entirely apart from the people.

Yovermment ownership of railroads, nationalization of
the means of production and industrial collectivism are phrases
at onee shallow, dishonest, and misleading. A nation is a
voluntary association of individuals, and government is the
ageney by which its affairs are conducted,

The United States is o nation, and its Governiment eon-
sists of o president and the Congress, chosen by a majority
of the voters, and judiciary, nominated by the executive and
confirmed by the Senate,

Teven the wayfuring man, though a fool, must know that
it is impossible for the Government of the United States
to own railroads, or the means of production, or to carry
on the industries of the country. It has no power except
that which is couferred by the people. The money in ity
treasury is contributed by the people, Tor its acts it is
responsible to the people as o servant to his master. ‘The
power of o State is the aggregate strength of its inhabitants,
as ity wealth is the sum Lotal of their possessions,

All the work of the human race since creation has been

done by indivinals, and progress lias been greatest where
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man has been most free. The fnventions sl i mente
which have dignified Jummnity: the intelleeial Trivmnplhis
which have elevated and ennabled 10 O beroban, sitoe,
and self-sacrifice which have consevrated i, are all the reanli
of individual effort.

Nestiny condemns e v LY of e i every vaan
munity to medioerity,  The few suecesd; e noingy ol e
glitlering rewards, emoluments, wmd prrizes of Tife do oty
pear to be equitahly distributed.

The race is to the swift; the battle (o e strvanr o,
wealth, power, Tuxury, case aul, happiness are to e ol
tude @ mocking dreau, Ninetveseven ont of every el
American citizens die penniloss,

These are the advoentes il proguygielisly of sl
Their programme is the foreible redistribistion of e asats
of society, Tt proposes (o substitnte e vy ool the
mob for the tyranny of the memiel, amnd to ke by hogee
from those who have i give o these who fave gt 1
obliterate all organic distinetions o wen, ared teo vom
found the moral and inteleetual Hmittions of the e |y

is an attemipt by humag viletment to abrogate gl Fepneil
the laws of God,

The public ownership of ruilroids merely weans that
the majority of the people, whe do net own thes, sl take
them from the possession of (he winority, whe di, iy Jar
chase, or theft, or confiy ation, and lsve ey operatind by
the “Government" for (fe bonelit of the “State ' The
railroads of the United States have costy, perbaps, ten thon
sand million dollars, an wmount more it five Uies BRIy
than the entire money eireulition of (e country, How the

o 2y SN2 wed b » x
Government,’ heing aIpauper”is Py this s, exvept
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by compelling its citizens to surrender (heir aectmulations
also, or how the “Government ™ is (o maintain and operate
them, exeepl by precisely the same ageneies through which
they are now carried on, does not appear,  Government s
worst served than any other cmployer of labor on carth, It
pays higher wages for less service, and the waste and idle-
ness are ineredible. The sense of  personal responsibility
in the employee is entirely lost, and although he mejority
receive more money  than ever in (heir fves before, they
continually complain of the stinginess of Congress, and in.
trigue for higher compensation, longer vacations, and unearned
prometion.

It is not exaggeration (o say Ut any one of haif o dozen
great railroad managers in the country, it allowed (o ey
on the Government as a private business is conduceted, could
pity the pensions, the interest on the publie debt, support
the Army and Navy, construet the public buildings, pay all
salaries, maintain the diplomatic serviee, and arry the mails
for 75 per cent of what it now costs the taxpayers, and make
a great fortune for himself besides, every year, 1f Govern-
ment ean hardly conduet the limited funetions it now per-
forms, what would he the resull of an attempt to control
the complex interests of all social life wnder the management
of those who had failed in the successful administration of
their personal affairs?

The advocates of socinlism are in (he habit of pointing
to (he Post Office Department as an illustration of heir
theories, and of the tendency of States toward collectivisi,

On the contrary, the mail service of the United States is
typical, burdensome, and irresponsible nonopoly of the most
offensive deseription,  Bevond appointing a host of officials to
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collect, pouch, dispateh, receive, and distribute the letters,
papers, and parcels, the Government has nothing whatever to
do with their transmission. “They are conveyed by railronds,
steambonts, stage-coaches, and privale contractors it extortion.
ate rates, some traing getting the entire cost of maintenance
and operation from their receipts front the Post Office.  The
Governuient pays an average of 8 cents the poumnd for an uvers
age haul of four and one-half miles, while the express eompanies
carry merchandise from New York to Chicago, o thousand miles,
for $3.00 per hundred pounds, and some {ranseontinental Hoes
will take goods from New Orleans to San Fraveisvo for B-ro of 1
cent the pound; while Government, by lnw, compels the eiti-
zens to pay for carrying their lettors at the rate of %610 the ton,
As a matter of fact, it i much nearer $1,000 the ton, for very
few letters weigh the ounce which may be taken for 2 cents
postage.

And not only so, but the Government renownees all lability
for the safe delivery of the property which it compebs the
citizen to intrust to its charge, exeept to the extent of S
when it is registered.  And this is the busis upon which socinl-
ism would have all the business of the country condueted.

Auny merchant who treated Tis cnstomers as the United
States treals its citizens in the postal serviee would be
promptly adjudged a bankrupt and sent to the penitentisry
It cannot be denied that some aspeets of individualism are
not altogether lovely,  Unrestrained competition has engen-
dered a herd of moral monsters with the spacity of the
shark; the greed of the wolf, the cunning of the fox, the feroes
ity of the tiger, and the ingenuity of the devil,

But these socialism could neither banish nor destroy,
No change in the social order can extirpate selfishiness or

Socrarism Is IMpossinni. 187

eliminate the evil propensities of man, These are beyond
statute or ordinnnee. They can be reached only by con-
science, and the reformation of the individual must come
from within,

Ameriea has been the paradise and the nineteenth century
the golden age of individualism. At no other place or time
has the world offered richer prizes or freer field to capacity,
courage, and intelligence,  There have been errors and evils,
Perfection is still remote, but there has been greater Progress
i seienee, in popular education, in the means of livetihood,
in sunitation, in the means of communication, in the cone
quest over the mysteries of the universe, than in all the cent-
uries it preeeded. We have beeome the richest and most
powerful nation beciuse every man has been loft free to be
nuster of himsell, to fmprove his condition, to obtain superior
reward for superior merit.

And this vast aaterial development has been  aceom-
panied by unprecedented aetivity of the moral and altruistio
energivs of the race. Never have religion, charity, and self-
sierifice done so mueh o allevinte human wretehedness or
weidth breen conseerated to nobler use,  Colleges, univer-
sities, technienl sehools, offer free instruction to the hun-
blest,  Parks, galleries, and museums afford the means of
recreation o the poorest, Hospitals for the sick, rotreats
for the indirm, asylums for the unfortunate, exemplify the
Golden Rule, and justify the faith that the brotherhood of
min s not an empty formula or a derisive fiction,  Society
is o fortuitons and aceidental aggregation of individuals,
Savietivs have done nothing in this world, nor ever will.  Che
fundamental faet of Christion civilization is the immeasurable
villue of the individual soul.
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wocjalist s the final refuge of those whe hive Litilea]
in the struggles for life, [( is the preseription of thowe wins
are born tired. Tt means the survival of the wutit, s the
inevituble resull would he degenerstion. Tt wild depive
ambition of its ineentive, industry of its stingulns, exeelleme
of its supremacy, wd charaeter of jts rewird,

- Individualism would HIC all 1o the hevel of the T I
Socialistm would drag all down o the love of the Jowest
Individualism is progress and life.  Sovialism i st b
and deatly,
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