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THE STORMY DAYS OF THE ELECTORAL
COMMISSION.,

The men who made the Constitution and huilt up our polit-
ical system, rhetorically known as the fathers, the framers,
the founders of the Republie, had litte confidence in what Lin-
coln called the plain, common people, and loss faith in their
capacity for self-govermnent, |

They were aristoerats.  They believed in (he rule of (he
best, aned not the rule of the most.

and

They thought public affairs should be controlled by intelli.
genee, and not hy numbers, ‘

They wanted liberty regulated hy laws enmaeted by the wise,
interpreted by the fearned, and administered by the strong,
ITow far their distrust of universal sulfrage as the foundation
of the State was justified is shown by the fnet that while relue-
tantly conceding to the popular vote the lower logse (;f Con-
gress, which has heen seldom (ainted with impurity, they ere-
ated a Senate, to be chosen by Logislatures
lific in venality, intrigue, hriliery,
become the seandal, the reproach,
lican institutions.

T'or the choice of a President

~it seheme so pro-
and corraption (hat it hag
ane the menaee of repub-

ane Viee-President they in-
3

vented a plan by which the people were to have nothing to do

with the selection of (heir Ixeeutive,

IL NG g 8 . -
was so ingeniously clumsy and cumbersome, so defective

i safeguards against the most ohvious CIIETEeNeies, o vague
abh
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"“in its definitions, so pregnant with dangers, that, even as im-

mediately modified by the twelfth article of amendment to the
'Constitution, the marvel is that a catastrophe has been so
Jlong postponed. .

They provided for the 'Lppomtment in each State, in such
manner as the Legislatures might direct, of electors, to assemble
.ot a stated day at their respective capitals, to ballot in secret
.session, without consultation with their associates or the con-
stituency, for the persons best qualified in their judgment to
-serve as Chiel Magistrate of the Nation and as President of the
:Senate for the next four years.

The result of their deliberations being signed in triplicate,
.one certificate is sent by mail and one by messenger to the
President of the Senate, the third being retained against the
-contingency of loss or destruction.

The second Tuesday in February these certificates are to
‘be opened by the President of the Senate in the presence of
‘the two houses of Congress, and ‘‘the votes shall then be
.counted,” but by whom they shall be counted the Constitu-
‘tion saith not. Whether the Vice-President and President of
the Senate is a clerk, a custodian, or an umpire is unknown.

Whether the joint convention of the two houses, in whose pres-
.ence the President of the Senate opens the certificates—and
“‘the votes shall then be counted’’—is an impotent pageant, or
the political tribunal of the Nation, has never been determined.
‘Whether the houses separately and the individual senators
-and representatives are curious spectators, or jurors, or judges,
is an enigma, as it has been for a hundred years.

First by the Congressional Caucus, and then by the National
Nominating Convention, the people soon assumed the power
of selecting the candidates for whom the Electoral Colleges
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should vote, but the antiguated, bungling, obsolete naehinery
remains,  Theoretically, the eleetors can vate forany 1wrsun‘s
they please for President ond Viee-President, In 1807 every
Rryan elector had (he Constitutional right to vote for .\Icl(h;
leys every MeRinley elevtor had the siune right to vole for
Bryan; all had the right (o vote for Meo Clark, of Montaus,
or Mr, Addicks, of Delaware i cither of whieh events the eers
tilicates would he opened by the President of the Semte, aned
“the votes shall ten he commted,” There is o resteaint hut
loyally and the deerees of public opinion.

Clamneellor Keut, in lis comaentaries, ssovs (he President of
the Senate counts the voles wnd determines the resalt, 14 s
certain i the frst eleetoral voles were opened and eounted,
and George Washington was dechued eleeted by Jul Lo
don, @ osemutor frome e State of New Hhoapshive, who wis
chosen by the Senate ws its President, for Oid sole purpose,
before the Govermnen! was organizel,

Lt s equadly certain Uit lied the President of the Senn (e
in February, 877, opened the certifieates, connted e votes,
and declared Hayes and Wheeler eleeted President and Viees
President, by including the retirns froamn Florvida, Loudsia,
south Carvoling, and Oregon among the others which were
tot disputed, the Hoose of Representatives, being Demoeratie,
wotld have at onee proceeded to eleet Tilden and Hendricks,
voling by States,  The result would Tive been two Presidents,
cacl supported by his own party, cvaelt eladming e under
the Constitution, o double innuguration, the Senate and House
arrayed against caelt other, with the probability of armed col-
lision, warehy, wd civil war, The eleetion of 1876 was the
subsiding ground-swell of the war.
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After the surrender, the South submitted for a while to
emauncipation, negro suffrage, civil rights enactments, and the
other crude enormities of Reconstruction; but, organizing at
length in White Leagues and Ku-Klux Klans, overturned the
unstable governments which the ignorance of the former slaves
and the cupidity of political adventurers had reared upon the
ruins of war. Wealth, intelligence, and education were dis-
franchised, The social fabric, like a pyramid resting on its
apex instead of its base, stood so long as it was supported by
bayonets, and, when these were withdrawn, fell with a crash
in blood and crime that startled the world with the horrors of
its destruction, The North, shocked and appalled by wrongs
and outrages which laws ‘'were unable either to prevent or
to punish, and exasperated by the hewildering failure of the
policy of Reconstruction either to protect the negro in his
rights or to perpetuate his political power, saw with-resent-
ment State after State falling into Democratic control under
the supremacy of the civil and military leaders of the Confed-
eracy. Of the eleven seceding States, all save three—Florida,
South Carolina, and Louisiana—were lost to the Republicans.
“[hese the Democrats hoped to carry for Tilden; or, failing in
this, so to corrupt the returns that their electoral votes could
not be received and counted. .

The passions of the combatants were thus aroused to the
pitch of frenzy. For the first time in sixteen years the Demo-
crats felt the possibility of resuming national power. The
Republicans inflamed the Northern States by presenting the
dangers of the ““Solid South,” insisting that tfle purpose was to
obtain pavment for losses in the war, for the assumption of
the Confederate debt, with compensation for the emancipated

slaves.
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These charges made such an impression ad were urged
with such persistent vehemence that Mr. Hewitt, of New
York, in an open letter called them to the attention of Mr,
Tilden, who said, in his published reply, that should hie be
elected President, he should deem it his duty to veto every hifl
for the assumption or payment of uny such debts, losses, dame-
ages, or claims, which gave Republican oritors precisely the
opportunity they desired, and was like an effort to put out a
fire by pouring on kerosenc,

Neither of the Presidential candidates inspired any personal
enthusinsm among his followers,

Hayes was hopelessly prosaie and commonplace, e had
been  reputable soldivr, and was hy profession a Jawver, e
wis the “dark horse” of the Cincinnadi convention, rendered
available heeause in a desperate emergeney he hiad been ehos-
en Governor of Ohio.  TTe had no viees, and the customiry
sort of rather tivesome and uninleresting vietues,  IHis onemies
aceused him of sanctimony and hypoerisy, and of sometimes
forgetting his promises; but all good men live been slandered
by their contemporaries.

Tilden was a caduverous, tallow-fueed attorney, in fechle
health, who, having raked together an inunense fortune, natu
rally became a reformer in polities, wind was eleeted Governor
of New Vork, THs methods were those of the mole, exeept
that he left no external indications of the silent and tortuous
windings of his subterranean pathway,  ITe took personal
management of his campaign with o few confidential clerks,
and was accused of atlempting to purclise the vote necessary
to secure w majority of ene in the Electoral College.  The
election took place November 7, and by midnight the general
impression was that Tilden had been suceessful,  1Te had
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carried Connecticut, New York, Indiana, and all the Southern
States except Florida, South Carolina, and Louisiana, and in
those the result was uncertain, though early reports favored
the Democrats. The next day the Republicans, many of them, .
practically gave up the fight and conceded the election of Til-
den. The Republicans had the State officers and the return-
ing boards in the disputed States, but they were mysteriously
silent. ‘The fortunes of Hayes seemed gloomy, dark, and des-
perate indeed.

Toward nightfall “0ld Zack” Chandler, the chairman of
the National Republican Committee, sent out through the
Associated Press, with no preface, nor arithmetic, nor index,
his celebrated dispateli:  “Hayes and Wheeler have 185 votes,
and are elected.”

I'he Democrats went into hysterics, and the Republicans
recovered their equanimity.

What actually oceurred in Florida, Louisiana, and South
Carolina the day of the election, and afterward, and who really
received a majority of the votes cast, will never be known; but
the Hayes electors were certified by the returning hoards in
due time, and the certificates forwarded to the President of
the Senate. Duplicate certificates from each State were also
sent in, showing the choice of Democratic electors and their
votes for Tilden and Hendricks.

The interval till the meeting of Congress in December was
full of apprehension. The Democrats were violent in their de-
nunciations, and threatened to have an army ol occupation
in Washington to superintend the counting of the clectoral
votes in February.

Grant was President. When asked if he thought there
would be any trouble, he replied: “‘No, I think not; but it
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llas been one rule of my Life o be always rewdy,” Troops
Degin to gatlier in the forts alomy the Potontae. Batteries of
artillery catne in from the West by rail and rumbled throwgh
the streets al night on their way to the Arsenal and the Navy
Vard,  Groups of soldiers in bright new wniforms, bt without
arms, strolled 1o aid fro on the Avenue whether ondaty or
on Turlough no one appeared to know, Possibly Grant was
getting ready to have s suecessor, Hives or Tilden, peiteeably
ugrenated and installed,

Recognizing the extreme gravity ol the erisis, the hrevity

of the tme, the infirmity of the Constitution, and the frenten
dous dangers that threatened the peatee, and possibly the ex
istenee, of the Nation, soon after Congress assembled, a joint
conunittes, consisting ol seven members from each honse,
s appointed Lo prepare o bill to provide Tor and regulate
the counting of the votes for President aud Viee President,
and the deeision of guestions arising thereunder, for the term
begiiming March 4, 1877,

The Senate was Republiciun, and appointed Eduunds, Fre
linghuysen, Morton, Conkling, Thuwrman, Bavard, and Ransom,

The House was Democeratic, and appointed Pavne, of Ohio;
Huntou, of Vieginge; Hewitt, of New York: Springer, of 1l
nois; MeCrary, of Towit; Hoar, of Masstehusetts s and Willad,
of Michigan: in the aggregate, seven Republicans and seven
Demoerats,

They brought to their delicate and dillicult task exalted
patriotism, matured experienee, and the highest intellectual
powers.  Ldnnds, in his opening speech, said the dispute
with which they were Lo deal wis probably as grend as ever
existed in the world ander the Low,  This  stidement was
not sensational,  Wars have heen waged, kings beheaded, and
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dynasties overthrown in controversies far less momentous
and complicated than that which now confronted the Ameri-

~can people. The legal questions involved were novel. There

were no precedents. A contingency had risen for the first
time in the history of the Nation, and is liable o rise again,
for which the Constitution and the laws were, and still are,
inadequate.

But, untried and intricate as was the legal problem, this
was triﬂing compared with the political predicament.

The committee was not only to devise an unconstitutional
measure that should be strictly within constitutional limita-
tions (which would not be hard, for that mstrument is elas-
tic and hospitable), but to invent a tribunal composed of
partisans that should be non-partisan in operation; propitiate
the implacables; preserve the prerogatives of the Senate, and
maintain the conflicting pretensions of the House; secure the
codperation of those who contended that there was power to
“*go behind the returns,” and those who asserted that the only
question to be decided was which certificate was actually given
by the authorities of the State; and, most important of all,
obtain the cordial support of both parties by holding out to
each the hope of cheating the other.

The committee deliberated a month, and on January 18th
Senator Edmunds reported what is popularly known as the
Ilectoral Commission Bill, Senator Morton being the only dis-

‘senter. As a specimen of political funambulism, it will take

rank among the highest achievements of the human mind.

It provided, in substance, for the meeting of the two houses
and the course of procedure; for the disposition of questions
arising in respect to States from which but one set of certifi-
cates had been received; for the reference of questions arising
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in respeet to States from which more than one certifieate had
been received, to o Conunission consisting of five semtors,
five representatives, and five justices of the Supreme Court,
the decision of majority o be final, unless rejected by eon
current voles of both Houses, fnwhich event theie order shonld
prevail; and for the reservadion of all led suul constitutional
rights, il any, to test the questions of title in e courts,

Four of the Supreme Court justives were desigmtted in the
bill - those assigned (o the West, Third, Bighth, aud Ninth
Cirenits; they to seleet the (ifth in sueh nswner s they might
devide,

Helmunds, o comnwating on this ehwse, deelired with
some grandiloquence that e clioice of the four justices wos
geograpbical—one feom New Bugland, ome from New Vorlk,
one from the Northwest, aud one from the Daeifie,

Morton sneeringly replicd that they were selected on aes
cotnt of their known previous political predilections, aod that
the reason why the Demoerats favored the hill was hecause
they expeeted it would eleet Tilden,

Curiously vnougly, iU did turn ont it two of the justices,
Clifford and Field, were Demoerats, and twe, Miller and Steong,
Republicans; but probably Bdnmnds wias not awiare of {his,
At Teast, e did not mention {t in his speeche 8o far, then, the
Commission was equally divided in polities —seven Republi
cans, seven Democrats, with the fifteenth member in abeyanee;
the unknown arbiter, the domesman of the leetonsd College,

The justices, being two and two, could not well ballot, and
were too dignified to pull straws. Tt besiine 1o be undees
stond that seniority of serviee would control, amd their choiee
would fall on Justice David Davis, who was koown to favor
Tilden, so this non-partisan Commission would consist of eight
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Democrats and seven Republicans. They joy of the Democ-
racy was unconfined. They considered the bill the supreme
effort of human wisdom, for whose praise every place was a
temple and all seasons sunumner.

The Republicans said little. They were taciturn and re-
served. What they thought was never disclosed. But what
happened was this: The term of General John A. Logan as
senator from Tllinois was about to expire. He was an active
candidate for re-clection. The Legislature was so nearly a tie
between the Republicans and Democrats that five ‘‘independ-
ents’" held the balance of power. They supported Judge Davis,
and, after several days of futile and barren balloting, the Dem-
ocrats united with them and elected him as Toogan's successor.
Whereupon the Judge resigned from the Supreme bench to
take his seat in the Senate March 4, 1877.

The next ranking justice was Joseph P. Bradley, a Repub-
lican, and favorable to the election of Hayes. Thus, by an
incredible caprice of Fortune, a gamester’s chance, Fate, shuf-
fling the cards, dealt the last trump to the Reptiblicans, and
the Commission stood eight to seven for Hayes.

Like the gentleman in Bret Harte’s poem who was struck
in the abdomen by a red-sandstone specimen and doubled up
on the floor, the sttbsequent proceedings interested the Demo-
crats no more. ‘They denounced the bill as the climax of vil-
lainy, and its authors as the supreme malefactors of history.
Perhaps their emotions were best described by Judge Jeremiah
Black, one of the counsel in the South Carolina case, who said
in a speech to the Commission, apropos of nothing: “This
Nation has got her great big foot in a trap. Itis vain to strug-
gle for her extrication. * * * * v e
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“Usuadly iCds sadd, Toovadn (he net is spreud in the sight of
any bird," but this fowler set the net in the sight of the birds
that went into it, It s ugely one own Badt that we were
caught,  * %k ok Ap present vou have s down sapd

wnder your feet,  Never iud von a better vight to rejoice,
Well may you say:  We have nede o covemant with (i&';ll]l.
and with hell are we at agreement,” ™

The bill passed the Senate 4y to 17 saud the House 196 to 86,
exaetly as it cwme from the committer, 10 was sapproved by
President Grant, January 2ol with s speciad messige, in whivi:
he charaeterized the measure as one Uit sforded *wise and
constitutional weans of eseape from fnuninent peril to the
institutions of the country.”

Juntary 3oth the Senate chose Ednnuds, Marton, Freling
haysen, Thurman, and Bayard, and the Touse, Divine, ”HHln;l
Abbott, Hoar, and Garficld, ax the k‘um:rmwimmlk metnheas nl:
the Comumission,  "The same day the Tour spsoekul v justives of
the Suprenie Court selected Justice Bradley as the l‘;f(h mem
ber, and the tribusal was complete,

They asserubled January 3188, at 10 A, ., in the Supreme
Court roow at the Capitol, organized, appointed their st
adopted rules, and, shortly hefore noon, Februare s, notilied
the Senate and [ouse (hat they were ready 1o proced] Lo he
performance of (heir duties,

The Presicdent pro tempore appointed Mr, Allison, of lowa,
aid Mr. Ingalls, of Kansus, tellers an the part of e Sente;
and Speaker Randall appointed Mr. Cook, of Grrnaryia, el .\fxu
Stone, of Missourd, tellers on (he purt of the House,

On motion of Mr, Ldmuands, at one o'clock the Seiate
huddled i carcless, disorderky arrity otl of its chamber, wd

marchoe TR 2y 111 1
arched by twos in straggling procession through the Rotunda,
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between ranks of curious and silent spectators, halting for an
instant at the door of the Hall of Representatives.

At the head of the column was the President pro tem.,
escorted by the Sergeant-at-Arms, and followed by the vener-
able assistant doorkeeper, Isaac Bassett, carrying the electoral
certificates in two square black-walnut boxes with brass han-
dles on the covers, like a commercial traveler with his sample-
cases going into the office of the leading hotel. One box con-
-ained the certificates sent by messenger, the other, those sent
by mail; about half a bushel of each.

I'he House arose to receive the Senate, which took seats in
the body of the hall upon the right of the presiding officer.
The Speaker vacated the chair, which was taken by President
Ferry. Randall, imperturbable and impassive, sat at his left.
The Secretary of the Senate, the Clerk of the House, and the
tellers sat at the Clerk’s desk, the stenographers and other
officials having tables in front and on either side of the plat-
form. The galleries were packed. The silence was profound
—an expectant hush, as when the curtain rises for the pro-
logue at the first presentation of a great drama. '

'he President of the Senate called the joint meeting to
order, announced its object, and, with a new, sharp, long knife,
the Sergeant-at-Arms had provided, proceeded to slit the en-
velope containing the certificate of the State of Alabama re-
ceived by messenger, which he handed- to Senator Allison,
who read it in full, giving ten votes to Tilden and Hendricks.
[hen he opened the envelope received by mail from the same
State and handed it down to be read, when Senator Conkling
somewhat impatiently suggested that it could hardly be nec-

essary to read the duplicate in full, and that hereafter as one
was read the other should be compared.
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The certificates were opened in alphabetical order, Ala-
ban being followed by Arkansas, California, Colorado, and
Delaware, to none of which were objections made, and the

reading droned mounotonously along till half past two, when
IMlorida was reached, the first of the disputed States from
which triplicate rveturns had been received: one, from the
Republican Governor and Sceretiry of State, certifving (he
choice of the Mayes cleetors; the seeond, from the Mlorney-
senerad, certifying that the retums showed the election of the
Tilden eleetors; the thind, by the Demeeratic Governor and
seeretary of State chosen at the general eleetion, eertifying (o
proceecings tnder an act of the Legiskutare wnd the judgment
of a State court in favor of the Tilden electors,  Au abjeetion
was also filedd that one of the Hayes eleetors at the tine of his
appointuient held an oflice of trust and profit under the United
States, ad was therelore ineligible,

All the papers, exhibits, and certificntes, with the objections
signed by senators and  representatives, were inmedintely
transmitted to the Connmission, which was in session, and (he
senate withdrew Lo its chaniber to wait for the decision, which
was not reached Gl ate in the evening of Bebruary gth,

The sessions of the Commission were held in the vaalted
hall which the Senate left Tor its new chamber Junuary 4, 18593
the historie room where Webster hurled the thunderbolts of
his logic and cloquence at Huyne, and which resounded to the
oratorical duels hetween Calhoun and Clay.

In one of the upper corridors Langs o painting by Mrs,
Fassett, perhaps of greater historie interest than artistic vilue,
representing Mr. Tvarts addressing the tribunal before an audi-
ence that fills the room. The portraits include many of the
most eminent personages, at the bar and in public life, of an
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epoch made illustrious by their achievements in oratory and
statesmanslip.

The wisdom of havmg a strictly pohtmal capital, abso-
lutely under the control of the Government, away from busi-
ness, commercial, and industrial centers, was never more
clearly demonstrated than during the pendency of these trans-
actions. The revolutions, emeutes, and coups d’etat of TFrance
are due, more than to any other cause, to the location of the
executive and legislative departments in Paris, surrounded by
idle and frenzied mobs that invade and threaten and disturb,
destroying independence and rendering tranquil deliberation
and dispassionate judgment impossible.

Had Congress and the Commission sat in Baltimore or
New Vork, that month of national jeopardy, among raging
multitudes of infuriated partisans with their parades and mass-
meetings, and the demonstrations of demagogues, no prophet
could have foretold what the end would be.

Even in Washington, so somnolent and obsequious, where
public opinion is subdued to what it works in, like the dyer’s
hand, it looked squally enough at times, especially toward
the close. Probably Watterson’s call for a hundred thousand
cone-armed Kentuckians,” as the wags travestied it, to super-
intend the electoral count, was the rhapsody of an automatic
rhetorician, but the town swarmed with disreputable and un-
bidden guests, who haunted the Capitol, lounged in the lob-
bies, sauntered through the grounds, and crowded the galleries
of the House at every joint session. The police were rein-

Detectives in plain clothes and heavily armed were
A vague terror brooded in

forced.
stationed among the spectators.
the air—the apprehension of an impending tragedy.
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The array of counsel has not in any forum been surpassed
in learning and elogquence. Prominent among them were Jere-
miah S. Black, Secretary of State and Attorney-General under
Buchanan; Montgomery Blair, Lincoln’s Postmaster-General;
Matthew Carpenter, previously and afterwards senator from
Wisconsin; William M. Evarts, Attorney-General in the Cab-
inet of Andrew Johnson, and afterward Secretary of State
under Hayes; George Hoadley, at one time Governor of Ohio;
Stanley Matthews, senator from Ohio and justice of the Su-
preme Court; Charles O’Conor, perhaps the leader of the New
York bar; Samuel Shellabarger, member of Congress from
Ohio during the war; Lyman Prumbull, eighteen years semn-
ator from Illinois; and William C. Whitney, afterwards Cleve-
Others scarcely less eminent

land's Secretary of the Navy.
Con-

pleaded briefs, and several senators and members of

gress participated in the arguments.
Stripped of all superfluities, subtleties,

{ the returns of the electoral

and technicalities, '
the Republican contention was tha
votes, duly certified by the State authorities, were final and
and that neither Congress nor the Commission
either that
that there

conclusive,
could receive evidence from any outside source,
the electors were not chosen, or that others were, or
aud, forgery, violence, or other irregularities, either

had been frz
in the election, the canvassing board, or any proceedings sub-

sequent thereto,
‘'he Democrats insisted upon the right to go behind the
that the ‘Lilden, and not the Hayes, electors

returns and prove
and that the certificates were forged

were chosen by the people,

and fraudulent.
Whether Tilden or Hayes had the tajority in Tlorida,

Louisiana, or South Carolina is not capable of proof. It is
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February z1st, the full vote of Nevada was polled, followed by
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, and
Ohio. When the certificate from Oregon was opened, objec-
tions were presented to the eligibility of one of the electors,
and the papers were sent to the Commission, which heard argu-
ments till February 24th, when, the decision being in favor of the
Hayes electors, the full vote of the State was counted for Hayes.
Theretpon objections were immediately made to a Pennsyl-
vania elector, and hoth houses adjourned over till Monday,
February 26th. At this time Senator Thurman resigned from
the Commission on account of ill health, and Senator Kernan,
of New York, was chosen to fill the vacancy.

Monday afternoon Pennsylvemia was counted, and an ob-
jection then filed to a Rhode Island elector, which was so
transparently frivolous that it was rejected in both houses—
whereupon the Democrats filibustered from 3:30 till 6, when
Rhode Island was put in the Hayes list. This brought the
poll to South Carolina, which was a storm-centre, and the
duplicate returns and other papers at 6:30 p. M. went to the
Commission, which then adjourned till the next day at ten.
I'here were now but five days till the end of Grant's term.

South Carolina was counted the evening of February 28th,
followed by ‘Tennessee and Texas, and, on objection to the
eligibility of an elector from Vermont, both houses took a
recess till 10 A. M., Thursday, March 1st. '

As the end drew nearer the mutineers in the House of
Representatives became rabid with rage. They defied the
efforts of the presiding officer to preserve order. They inter-
posed dilatory motions, and became violent in their efforts to
delay the final count beyond the fourth of March.
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Thursday, March 151, was spent from ten in (e morning
all nearly tidnight by the Touse in o paliumentary wrangle
over an objection to (e eligihility of the eleetor from Ver.
mont, which the Senate had overruded the night hefore,

The joint meeting reswned {15 sessions al cleven o'clock
at night, and the vote of Vormont Wi caunted, Tollowed by
Virginia and \West Virgini, which were o disputed.  “T'his
lefC only Wiseonsin, wue it Witk supposed: the dreary, wreteled
comflict was ended; hut as Soonas the eertificid e wiy openwd,
arobjeetion was presented, The Senate returned 1o 1y cham-
ber,and waited (hree hoges o e House o deeide that it
should not,

At four o'vlock, Friday morning, Mirel Al the Senate
shambled over (o (he House,  "Phe vote of Wiseonsin was e
tonneed; the count of (he thirty eight States was coneluded,
Teller Allison reaed e Glvsheet, and handed it up o Sep-
tor Ferry, whao said “In announeing the fing result of fhe
clectoral vote, the Chair rusts that all present, whe(her on the
floor or in (he galleries, will vefrain from all demonst eatons
whittever; (ha nothing shall branspive on this ueeusion (o
mar the dignity aned moderation which e eharneterized
these procecdings, in (e UEHD S0 reptable fo (e Merican
people amd worthy of (Je respeet of the world,” e (hen
read the state of (e voles ad deeliped Hayes and Wheeler
cleeted President and Viee President for foy vears frong Mareh
4 1877,

e e ginale of (he drama was neither igmiticd, impressive,
nor inspiring, e light from the paneled ceiling foll though
- atmosphere dim and murky with dust sl smoke. The
actors and the spectators wepe drowsy, frowsy, dishev
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eled. The hall was in squalid confusion and disorder, foul

ith t fbris of a protracted session.
with the débris of a protrac . o
That no incongruity might be wanting, some enthgmlast
) ” ’ 1 . . 5 2 =1 . r
had sent Ferry, for signing the final tranuseript, the tail-feathe

i i e into a
of an eagle from Lake Superior. This he had mad

quill pen, whose plume reached his shoulder as he was affix-

i is signature to the seroll.

ing his signature to the scro | » ‘
gAt ten minutes past four the gavel fell, the lights were

i C g s but one
turned out, and the curtain went down, There wa

0 X ., B] . !
day till the end of Grant’s term . .
yThe gray light of a bleak and bitter dawn was just visible

on the great dome as I rode homeward through the silent and

deserted streets of the sleeping city.
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