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THING QF THE PARY

I tonrdst whe tosday, in
o palaee ear, surromdid
hy wll the conveniences
of one A meeienn rnilway
servies, commences his
e oof the preadries ad the
e Miswontel River,  unturs
elnssie: pronnd the moment the
train leaves the muddy flood of
that stream on itn swift ight
townrd the golden shores of

the Pavifie,
He fhds o large eity ot the
vory portuls of the onee fur
West, with all the bustle aul
energy which is so churaeterisgic

of Amuriean enterprise,

Graduadlyy ws T b whivled wlomge the fron teadl, the
woods Tesseny he eidelies vieows of beatiful intersadess o
beight dittde steewn s and fomms in the sunlight ws
e trees grow fower, and spon bie emerges on the hrowd
)
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se ol prairvivy shut inoonly by the great cirele of the
Livitvens,

Dot ting this motionless ocean everywhere, like whitened
satilsy e quiet homes, real aegosios ventured by the sturdy
wued industrions people who have fought their way through
almost insurmestitable difficultdes to the tranguillity which
now stronmls then,

A few miles wost of Topeka, the capital of Kensas, when
the drain venehes the littde hamlet of Wakarusa, the track
of the railreud conpenves o follow the route of the Old
Santa 6 Traile A that point, oo, the Oregon Trail
ransehies off for the Dienvily timbered regions of the Colum-
biw,  Now begrins the elassie ground of the onee famous
higlovny to New Mexiens nearly every stream, hill, and
wooded dedl has its story of wdventure in those days when
the railroad was regarded as an impossibility, and the
region buyond the Missouri ns o veritable desert.

After some houres” rapid travelling, if our tourist hap- -
pens G baa passengrer on the * Californin Limited,” the
swilt trwin that annihilates distonce, he will pass by towns,
amlets, and inmense cattle vanches, stopping only at
connty-seats, and enter the justly famous Arkansas valley
e the vity of Hutehinson,  The OLd Trail now passes a
Tew miles north of this busy place, which is noted for its |
extensive sult works, nor does the milroad again meet with ]
it until the site of old Fort Zurah is reached, forty-seven 1
miles wost, of Hutehinson, though it runs nearly parvallel I
to the anee great highway at varying distances for the
whole ddtamy,

The ruing of the once important military post may
bu ween from the ear-windows on the right, as the train
erosses the iron bridge spanning the Walnut, and here the
O1d Trail exaetly coincides with the railroad, the track of
the latter running immediately on the old highway.

Three miles westward from the clagsio little Walnut the
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Odd Tradl van throngh what s now the Conet House S
of the ow of Chreat Beads it sy beeseen from the station,
andd on sk very spot oeeurred the teerible figeht of Captains
Booth amd Talloavedl in 1864,

Thivteen mthes fucther movtainward, on the right of
the railroad, sot o from the toek, staonds adl that romains
af e onee deewded Pawnes Rocke T Bies just Teyond
thee Tinits of the Htte Bambet hearinge i mane, Tt wonld
not b pevcogmized by any of the ol pliinsaen wene they
o e ol of thedr dselated gravess Toe i s only o dise
integrated, Tow s of sapedstone pow, wdilized fine the
base pairpeeses of o eorral, i which the villige herd of
milehe vown e down ot sieht and chew thedr ends, sneh
preatentnl trsformation bas that great vivilizer, the loco.
e ive, wrnngrht i Tess than twe deeagles,

Avnother five or sixoomles, aod the tein crosses Ash
Ceeek, whivh, ton, wis onee oie of the faventeite haunts of
e Pawnee sl Consnehie on Hedde prsdidory s enrsions,
i e by wlion thee b ned Dovses ol pessings freigli,
esavitns exeibed tedr enpidity, A sbiort whinh again, sund
thee town of Laved, Tyingg peaweefully oo the Arkonsas il
Pawner Fork, isoeeaclod, Toonediantely oppnedtic the eentre
of the sdreet throogd whieh the railrsnd rons, and whieh
with also tie conrse of e Obd Pral, eing in the Arkansas
River, el to s noeten bank, isasnadl taekly-wooded
islaved, o veaebived Ty i beiddgee, thiat s Saaones s the hattles
vront] of 5o terrible candlict thirty yenr o bbween the
Prwners swind Chovenmes, hensditiy enviies, in whicl the
Iatter teibe was eruelly defoatid,

Phe wnileond Tddgne eroeas Paswrer Fork ab the previse
spob where e O3 Prail did This loeality Las been the
seene of some of the bloodivst wneonntees etween the
vitrions tribes of savagres theselves, ol Bebwesie them
wiel the Treight enraviis, the overdand vonelus, nd every
othnar Kined of vathit that firnerly attempted tie passage
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gv)f the 31:»\\-‘ peaceful stream.  In fact, the whole region
!rum W u-lnull. Creek o the month of the Pawnee, which
inelndes inits aren Ash Creek and Pawnee Rock, seemed
to be the greatest vesort for the Indians, who hovered
abont the Banta 16 Trail for the sole purpose of robbery
aned mrvder s BUowis very lueky caravan or coach, indeed,
Uit prssedd thirough that portion of the route without
heing nlbiweked,

Al the onee dangerous points of the OLd Trail having
e sieessively prossed, - Cow Crecls, Big and Little Coon,
sl Ashe Creek, Fort Dadge, Fort: Aubrey,! and Point of
Rowlesy w the touvist arrives ab last ab the foot-hills, At La
Juntu the rilvond sepaeates into two Inanches ; one going to
Denvery the other on o New Mexico.  ere, o 1'(31.embively
short distanes (o the northwest, on the right of the train,
naty beseen the raing of Bent’s Fort, the tourist having
alreidy pussed the site of the onee famous Big Timbers,
a Tuvonrite winter camping-ground of the Cheyennes and
Arnpahiovss but everywhore aronnd him there reigns such
perfeet quiet and pastoral heauty, he might imagine that
thee peaeeful Tandseape npon which he looks had never been
 bloody arenn.

Pangrirest to the lover of nature that he should eross the
Raton Range in the early morning, ov late in the afternoon ;
for then the magnificent seonery of the Trail over the high
divide into New Mexico assumes its most beautiful aspect.

Inapproaching the range from the Old Trail, or now
Frome the railvond, theiv snow-clul peaks may be seen at a
distanee of sixty miles.  In the ern of caravans and pack-
trwdns for hour after hour as they moved slowly toward
the goal of  their ambition, the summit of the fearful
pathway on the divide, the huge forms of the mountains
seemed to recode, and yot ascond higher. On the next
day’s journey their ontlines appeared more irvegular and

ENow Kendall, o tttle village in Hamilton County, Kansas.
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vrgganl, Dyawing sl newere el base presented o
Lostge, dlck strip stretehing thogdout toeir whinle o,
ever widening wntil it seenwed dike w0 Btboanles geald,
sepurating the workl of veality frome the sealinse of fgi-
mntione leyornl,

Anotlea wenry twenty miles ol sty travel, el the !
Blaek void slowly disolved,and out of the sundows Hies
uf broken, sterle, ferrnginons battes aml ditached nsses
of roels, whise soilles surfaoe refimes ststeonanes, save to g,
frow sentbermdy stapted proes and Hfelos goenes, et to
view,

Tl proggress of the weary-footed s or osen wiss now
throngh suvines awd aronnd voeksy up narvow paths whivh
the medting snows lave wished onts sanetimes bebween
Beethiag eliffs, often ta thedr very ey, where Todreds of
feaet Belowe the Trail the tall trevs seomed dindnished o
shende, Phoen ngain e vosd Dd over an immense browd
terraew, Tor thotsannds of  yaeds wronnd, with o bright
Dindee grlosmingy it refraeted Hpghty aned beilliant Alpine
phants winving their beantiful floweeoo it agin, Sl
thee coveted sl appeacad so B odd as 1o be Tevand the
vishge of vision, aid 10 seemed us 1 Tostead of aseending,
thee eative s undernesth bad been veeeding, like the
monntning of dew over whiels Avetie expdoress albanpt o
reael the pole, Now the tortues Pradl pesssed throngeh
snowswrenthn which the winds had eddied into indentas
oy then over hrigl, oy surfuess of deeomnd frag-
ments of vocks, until the pinmsele wis veachiod, Noarery
alongy the broud sneeessive teenwees af the oppesite mom-
Bins, the evergreen pineg e codie, with it sGHE aogudar
Brunehes, and the cottomwond, witl it varied sneves ad
brigght eolonrs, wore erowded inte bnoehes o strang into
zigrasgg s, intevspersed with shirnbs aned monntain plants,
among whivh the huning caetus wits vonspienons, To the |
rivht and left, the e cones of the baeren preaks rose in
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et it st snde, woath thess vabis, awind forms shivonded in snow,
wed oz bk sdiadiavs getheetid far into the valleys, like
apeertres oo a el ie world ‘

Fa orosannge thineonede the Ratun Pass, the Old Sunta 186 Trail
weatndered wpoa sterps valley, vnelosed on either side by
abanpt falis voerod watle pane amd msses of gy rock,
Thoe veond 1w alonge the poinds of viwying elevations, now
i thee ey Beeed of Thsa Creek, which it evossed fifty-
Pleree Yamen, o spaskinee, Hitting waters of the lmlﬂ)lh;g
stvenn beapangs aned baming against the animals’ foeb as
they Joonded the weat wagrons of the lreight carvans over
e Yostaens passazre. Tl ereek often rashed rapidly
waedir Lapere tlat stomes, lost oo sight for womoment, then
seappeariaey witho o fresde mpetns and dashing over its
flinty, nneven Jud until it minglel with the pure waters
vf Lo Parpatoine,

SEl aseenidingg the seenery assuined o bolder, rougher
vt 3 o sandden trens gave o neried glimpses of the
preat valles bebow, A gpnthe dell sloped to the gummit
vl e g o Hhe west, thens vising on the east by & sue-
ceein vl bearavrs, Ui bald, bare elifT was reached, over-
odeiner tloe whole region for many miles, and this i
[atem Prakt

Pl extrenne top ol s fanous peak was only reached
after serte Vn an heans aeduous steaggle. On the lofty
platean Ui cavavins ol prek-triing rested their tived
animeale,  Here tse (e lonely trapper, when crossing
the tangns dnpneat ol bever often chose this lofty spot on
whieh to Lisulhe his e fine and broil juiey steaks of the
Flioeh tail sdeers the finest venison in the world; bub before

1 hy the early Speniards to this range, mean-
frae Toa b e e squigrel, Tt had i avigin vither in the fact that one
vl i ssverud preakia e i fanelful resemblanee to squirrel, or be'cnu‘se
oo o Bitienie spnhers nf it Hide xodent always to be found in its

pranie Lot
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e inebudyrest ine the savestey worseds, i b was i the b
siperstitions or devent, or depired by the sublitae seene
arooned ing, T Hghted b papey aned alter sadutone the
elovated vidye on wloeh e sat by the fist whidl of (e
fragrrant kinmkinick, Tndioefashion, b in taen offered
hommrgre in the sume manier Lo the shy alove i, e
et boneathy aned to the candinal prauts of the compaee,
wied was then pregared oot b selitary mesl sua spari
of thankinluess,

Far Debow this magniticent vantgesromd Bes e
valley of the Rio Las Awmas Pendodas, On the other
verge of the great depresaion v the peetless, everlis.
bprly snewewreathed Spaoaale Peabs,t wlioe poant sam-
mibs are geim senbineds thal b ooteld apes bave st
stessed omedvesds of sty conthivts betwern the wily
potmteds of Elae vast platns waterod b the silent Avkansa,

A awronnd vou saowehad montans B taeir serrated
viowns above the orbeon, ding white, and sphistinet, Like
el acen ot s by eeabiehit s others, nesrer, mie
rigrarend, withesl o verdire, sod peepeular tn contonn, seen
fo bose thear Tofty sunanits o the aitense Mue of the
sk,

Pishe's Peak, which s o fodl viesw from the train, was
manmend from the following edyenmstanee s aptain Pisder
wits @t Gieenn artillery oflicer compmandingg o battery
Grneral Kearney’s Aoy of the West i the comiget
of Nuw Mexieo sud wascenvaumpead at tie bivae ol the pesk
to whieh be involunturily gave his mawe, He was e
tently pvadnge ab the lofly summit wespped in the early
mint, wid nob being familise with the ilhasery stosphieric
effeets of the vegion, e thouglit that to ge there wonld
e merely wplowsait. promenide, Soy loaving word it

i othe beantifnl bagtage of e costtey's ently eonguerors, Lo

Cumbires Fapanolag' or o Taw oo Hepmnas ' O The Pwa Sintors ), sl
I b Ve toapgae, v Wahkayin ' ¢Fhe P,
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he would return to breakfast, he struck out at o brisk
walk for the ereste That whole day, the following night,
anel the sueceeding day, dragged their weary hours on,
hut, no tidings of the commanding officer were received
at the battery, wnd i1l rumours were current of his death
hy Indinns or hears, when, just as his mess were about to
tnke their seals ab the table for the evening meal, their
eaptiin pub in an appearance, a very tived but a wiser
maa, e started to go to the peak, and he went there!

On the sumnit of another rock-vibbed elevation close
by, the tourist will notice the shaft of an obelisk., It is
over the grave of George Simpson, once a noted moun-
tnineer in the days of the great fur companics. For a
long time he made his home there, and it was his dying
regpiest that the lofty peak he loved so well while living
should be his lust vesting-place.  The peak is known as
“Simpson’s Rest,” and s one of the notable features of
the rrgrged Tnndseape,

Pike's Peak, fir away to the north, intensely white and
silvery in the elear sky, hangs like a groat dome high in
the region of the elowds, a marked object, worthy to com-
memorate the indefatigable offorts of the carly voyageur
whose name it boars,

In this womderful locality, both Pike’s Peak and the
stowy range over bwo hundred wiles from our point of
phservition really seem Lo the uninitiated as if a hrisk
widk of an hour or two would enable one to reach them,
so decoptive is the atmosphere of these elevated regions.

About two miles from the crest of the range, yet over
sevon thousud feet nbove the sea-level, in a pretty little
depression ahout ns lavge as o medium-sized corn-field in
the [Rastern States, Unele Diek Wooton lived, and here,
oo, was his toll-gate.  The veteran mountaineer erected
n substanticl honse of adobe, after the style of one of the
old-time Southern plantation residences, a memory, per-
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Ipsy of s voutly, when e waised todbaevo in his fatlier
fields in Kentneky ! e
Pl st elrminge eor in whieh o b v the ered
of Ribon Range sin thee afternoman when the wenther js
el and eadm, AsCthe nigt comes o agaee i the di:
tant valley boneat b, toe eveninge slusdows dreps tluwn’ ”~ |
eilled with brosd hanels of poay Byhit sty preep ax‘i;5§:<!‘~
weroms fhe Ieantiful l;mdm'azl;m while e m;ms-ti \iw!}x
below s envelopod i a diffueed lase Like t!km! \&"!réri;
111:&:"];7«« P s of the Diedisn sumnner in e Jower great
plaing,  Alweve, the shy cwrves toward  the wlut:'z”\v‘v’h”
restricted heizon, with wot s elond o dim s kmtmm'v
Mt‘n‘*. twhere so beantiful we in e Iofty nliitmlyvm N
Pl s, however, doss ol always whine respdendently
Hu:x“v sre tineese when the ot Serrifie stonms of wm}l'
iy aued vain elamge the entine asporct of e seeae, Mxi:
tinntely, these viodent bassts moever Tast hage; they vﬁmiﬁl;
i vapiddly wn they vome, leaving g their wake ’lxlw'nu;wvt
phenomenally beautifnd sinbows, swhoa trailing »qzl:#»g
chuu’?\e wh'ivh theew onvie to the dey ol s of fh;:;'wgin;u
amd its IEM}' relravtory power, sre gorgeons i e Mt;':msc-.
B U870 e Atebiban, Popodin, and St B Rudlyod
eitered the valloy of the Upper Arkonsis,  Twentydonre
o s onaedelivions October oo, 1 steead on e
whodutely Tevel phisu ab the month of: Pawnes Bk
‘\x;lusru that historie svevk delonehes into e grea x*i\*nr‘
Pl vemomlbnanes of tat vlew will never 1’“";“ from zm:
ey, for it showerd o eurious tanporary Blouding ol
twu distinet eivilistions, O, e o, :nzst*kizx;r“tlm
course of wpive i its posthond maveh westward 3 the :m:m
that of the aboriginsl, whivh, like o disolving view, was
:«un:n: to fedes ey aued T forgolten, ‘
VT, v ddomming their antuon dyess

- \ |
Pl ot s dhentpnged By e Twes ob Eiger yeamm s
2 4T ERRTE Rt E.
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of vrsset, ansd the mirage lnd already commenced its fan-
fasdie play with the hadseape,  On the sides and cresls of
thee sparsely grsed sand hills south of the Arkansas o
few Taflaloes were grazing in eompany with handreds of
Trswan cattley while in the broad valley beneath, small
Mook of grmeefnl antelope wers lying down, quietly rumi-
pating iy madday meal,

I the distaner, far enstwardly, o teain of cars could be
avery spproacling s s far ns the oye could reach, on either
wiehee vof Ul track, the virgin sod had been turned to the
anir st “empare of the plough ™ was established, and the
ssrels o dnnmigration in its unger for the horizon had
Twegrun,

fIalf & mile away from the Inidge spanning the Iork,
widvr the geateful shade of the largest troes, about twenty
ahan Tndggen wore irregulady gronped ; on the brown sod
of thue seenred grass w herd of & hundred ponies were
Lazily foeding, whilo a troop of dusky little children were
chasing the yellow butterflies from the dried and withered
sunfliwer stalks which onee so conspicuously marked the
wellagnn highway to the mountains. These Indians, the
penminud of i tilke powerful in the years of savage sovel-
wignty, were on their way, in charge of their agent, to
i e Jotuen, on the veservation just allotted to them

by the government, fumndred miles south of the Ar}mnsn.s.

Their primitive Jodges contrasted sm-m*{gely with the
gl little sod-houses, dugouts, and white cottagos of
U ineomdug settlers on the public lands, W'lbh the v111nges
srggeling into existence, and above all with the mpuﬂy
WOVINE TR nmistakable evidences that the new olvili-
salinh wis sonll Lo 8weep the red men before it like chaft
Buefone the whnl,

Parther to the west, o caravan of white-covered wagons
Toded witl supplies for some remote military post, the
Lt that would ever travel the O1d Trail, was slowly orawl-
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ing toward the setting sone T owatebed 3t nntil enly n
el of dunt anarhod its place bow down on e horizon,
wnd it was soon Tont syt of i the purpde mist that was
tapadly overspreading the farreaching praisie,

Tewies the Temningg of the eand s o Use Sl of Felamary,
PuB, thee st teain over the Afelison, "I'uawkm and Santa
P Railvoed arvived ot Sants Pooamd the O30 Trail s g
ot ub vommmerer wa elused forever, The onve preat
higliway noww only o pietnes 3o e sy of e few
whe have travelbed dta weary conese, Sollowing the wiml.
g nf the silent Arkassan, on bt patals i givaned
tho viggred pathway londing to e shoven of the blue
Pavitic,
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