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THE OLD SANTA FE TRAITL.

INTRODUCTION

PIHE FIRNT RUROPREANS WIHO TRAVERSED THE GREAT HIGIT WA
v ALVATR NUNIZ CABEGA DE VACA—— [IERNANDO DE SO,
B :\‘Nl) PRANCINGO VASQURZ DE CORONADO — SPANISH ) Ol £ o
DIFION  TROM SANTA Pl BASTWARDLY — ESCAPE OF IR

SOLE RURVIVORS

Ve Wl Bells of
. qufn,m, TR

OR more than three centii-
ries, a period extendlings
from 1641 to 1851, liis-
torians believed, andl  so
announced to the liter-
ary world, that Franneiseo

‘ Vasquez de Corvoraclen
A the celebrated Sparnish
i oxplorer, in his senrch
' for the Seven Cities of

Cibola and the Kingrclonn
of Quivira, was tha first
i Buropean to travel o ver

- EM‘M' oA the int 'n—co‘nmnmlt region
PR of North America. Inthe luast
o " year ahove referred to, however, Buck-
inghim Smith, of Florida, an eminent Spanish seliolar,
and seeretary of the American Legation at Madridl, «lis-
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2 THE OLD SANTA FE TRAIL

covered among the archives of State the Nurrative =¥

Alvar Nunez Cabega

dred years it had lain, musty and hegrimed with the s
of ages, an unvead and forgotten story of sulfering that
has no parallel in fiction, | "

une‘arthed the valuable manuseript from its  grave wof
oblivion, translated it into Engliah, and  gave :t ter g o
world of letters; conferving honour upon whean b
was due, and tearing the laurels from Stell mrand v
geurs and discoverers as De Soto, I.a Hu.lﬁln,h el Cnzees
nado, upon whose heads history had erroncously pliscest

them, througl 7
1 ¢ " R . .
owu., gh no fault, or arrogance, however, ol e

Y, T
11(131);(%):’ 111’19%};011(1 ﬂlf\y (]uegticm, }‘ratvu]]ml the OLd Sauta e
g wae); nnl(?s?,lcrossed 1.'[; whurq it intersects (e
Port, md pre ;1: ittle cjast ()i Fort William or Bt s
Funtous highu we‘llgeion into New Mexi(:o, followinge the
march mltedat‘e i{ ‘t ; tc’tlafat least, as Las Vegas,  Cabega’s
intrepid Spanal : ’0 Coronado 1:>‘y five yours,  T'o thies
description of 4] &Y‘Lge}u‘ we. are indebted for the first
16 American bison, or buffulo as the s

mal is erron ] ‘

language as telfmTlo); gtlled.l While not so quaint in it
_ ! oronado’s histor st

the statement cannot ado’s historian, o Iustrum lateor,

ence than to the gy be perverted into any other refer
o great shaggy monsters of tlie
" HUe come as far as thig. ‘
o 168 and eaten of theip meat,
i " (L 7TH
16 size of those of Spaiz
the cows of ) .

e ~oroceo, and
hat of the mering :
H

pladnes ¢

I have scen them thires:
. I think they are aheare
They have small Lorns lilis
the hair very long and flocky,

black, T . some are light,

- Tom d 1ght hrown, otlier.
that of thig Coﬁﬁgm‘mt the flesh ig finer and :l?ztbics:' (1 ll: : 11
hides o¢ ¥+ The Indiang g S

nake blankets of ]
They range over a (iNtrieg
ues, and in the whole s -
un the people that inlhalsir

those not fy11
than fouy
tent of plaip over

grown.
hundreq leag
which they p

of more

de Paea, where for nearly three lsas

The distingunished antiguarsss
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near there deseend and live on them and seatter a vast
many skinsg throughont the conntry.”

It will be remembered by the student of the early his-
tory of our country, that when Alvar Nunez Cabega de
Ve, o follower of the unfortunate Panphilo de Narvaez
and who had heen long thought dead, landed in Spain, he
gave sieh glowing accounts of Florida! and the neigh-
Dronring regions that the whole kingdom was ina fermen i
anc many o Leart panted to emigrate to a land where the
fruits were perennial, and where it was thought flowecl
the fubled fountain of youth.

Three expeditions to that country had already beerz
tried: one undertaken in 1512, by Juan Ponce de Leox,
furmerly o companion of Columbus; another in 1520, by
Vasquez de Allyon ; and another by Panphilo de Narvaez-
ALl of these had signally failed, the bones of most of the
lenders and their followers having been left to bleach upo1x
the soil they had come to conguer.

Plhie unlortunatoe issue of the former expeditions did not
operate as o check upon the aspiring mind of De Soto, buat
made Lim the more anxious to spring as an actor into the
arena which had been the scene of the discomfiture ancl
death of the hardy chivalry of the kingdom. He souglit
an swdience of the emperor, and the latter, after hearinngr
De Soto's proposition that, « he could conquer the country
known as Florida at his own expense,” conferred upoI
him the title of % Governor of Guba and Florida.”

On the 6th of April, 1538, De Soto sailed from Spain
with an armament of ten vessels and a splendidly equippe d
army of nine hundred chosen men, amidst thf:s roar of cauri~
nons and the ingpiring straing of martial musiec.

It i% not within the province of this work to follo~ww
De Soto throngh all his terrible trials on the North Ame1i~

e whole eountry watered by the Mississippi and Missourl was
ealled Florida at that time.
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eatt continents the wonderful story may he fod in every
well-organized libearey, T is reeorded, however, that
some time during the year 1642 his decimated army, e
wiler (he command of s de Moseoso, Do Soto having
divd the previous May, was canped on the Avkansis River,
Far wpward towards wlhiat is now Kansas, 0 was this o
niuud, too, of the unfortunate hut eruel De Soto, that saw
te Rocky Mountaing from the east, The ehronielor of
the disastrous journey toward e mountaing says: The
entite route beeame w trail of fre med blood,™ ws they Tl
matny & desperte struggle with the savages of the plains,
who were of gigantic stroetiee, wd fonght with eavy
strong elubs, with the desperation of dumons, Sueh wis
their tromendows strength, that one ol Chese wirriors wis
aomateh Tor o Spanish soldier, thongle monnted onoichorse,
armed with asword and eased in amone E

Moseoso was searching for Coromdo, and he wiw one of
the most Tumane of all t oflicers of e Sote’s eommuand,
for he svidently benb every energy (o extrieate his nean
from the deeadful envivonments of theiv situntion s despuae-
ing of reaching the Guif by the Mississippi, e stonek
westward, hoping, as Cabeen de Vaen bad done, to werive
in Mexico overland,

A period of six monthy was consamed in Moseosi’s
mareh towards the Rocky Mountaing, bt he failed (o fined
Coronndo, who at that time wis eanped nenre whers
Wichita, Kunsas, is loeateds wecording o his historio,
“ab the junction of the St Poeter wel Bt Paul ™ (thee
Big and Little Avkansas 7). That point wis the place o
separation between Coronade and o numbeyr of his follow-
ors ;s many reburning to Mexico, while the windannted coe
mander, with as many as he conld indues (o neeompany hin,
comtinued eastorly, still in seaveh of the wythiend Quivies.

How [ westward Moscoso travelled cannot be deter.
mined accurntely, but that his rorte extemded up the
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" o : ‘ valley of the Arvkansas for more than three hundred miles,

into what is now IKansas, is proved by the statement of his
historian, who says: “They saw great chains of mountains
and forests to the west, which they understood were
uninhabited.” :

Another strong confirmatory fact is, that, in 1884, a
gronp of mounds was discovered in MePherson County,
Kansas, whiclt were thoroughly explored by the professors
of Bethany College, Lindsborg, who found, among other
interesting relies, a piece of chain-mail armour, of hard
steel; undoubtedly part of the equipment of a Spanish
solidior cither of the command of Cabega de Vaca, De Soto,
or of Coronado. The probability is, that it was worn by
one of Do Soto’s unfortunate men, as neither Panphilo de
Narvaez, De Vaca, or Coronado experienced any difficulty
with the savages of the great plains, because those leaders
were humane and treated the Indians kindly, in contradis-
tinetion to De Soto, who was the most inhuman of all the
sarly Spanish explovers. e was of the same school as
Pizro and Covtez; possessing their daring valour, their
contenpl of danger, and their tenacity of purpose, as well
as their eruelty and avarice.  De Soto made treaties with
the Indinns which he constantly violated, and murdered
the misguided creatures without mexcy. During the re-
et of Moscoso’s weakened command down the Arkan-
sis River, the 1Tot Springs of Arkansas were discovered.
His histovian writes: ©And when they saw the foam-
tng founlain, they thought it was the long-searched-for
rountain of Youth,” reported by fame to exist some-
whore in the country, hut ten of the soldiers dying from
exemsive drinking, they were soon convinced of their
error.”

Alter these intrepid explorers the restless Coronado ap-
pesrs o the O1d Trail.  In the third volume of Ha.kluyt’s
(NN p\ﬂ)lishml in London, 1600, Coronado’s historian
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s deseribes the great plains of Kansas and Colorvade,
e Doy, el o tornda

*rom Cienye they went (o Quiviva, which after theiy
acconnt ixoahwoost Uhree lndeed Teagmes distant, thirough
wiigehity plains, amd swoly heaths so smooth ad weatisome,
and bare of wood that ey nadde Ty of oxadung, Tor
wint of stones wd treesy it thiy wight not Tose theas
selves al theie veturn: Tor e horses were lost on that
plaing nd one Spsudaed whiel went from bis eompsny on
lnting. o . AL that way of plains anes full of eronkerl:
Bk oxen s the monntain Seevena in Spain is of sheeps,
but, thers i uo suel preople i keep those eattles © 00 They
were s gereset suecnne for the nogeer el the want of Trewl,
which aur gty stowd inweed of L

s Oy 16 mined o that plain o great shower of Tl
ad Dige i omungges, whieh enised miuy fees, weitkness ad
Dowes, ‘

w 'l‘ll!"h‘&‘, oxen wre of e Digness wnd eolotr of one Inalls,
but theie bones wre nob so grets They e agreat huaeh
upon their foresshowder, wd wore aie on their Tove (et
Chane on thieir hindee puet, mnd it s lke wool, They iave
as it wire e horseamae upon Gweie haekhone, il mls
Ladr aned very long from their koees dowiward, They
]myn gront tufts of Dade huging down on their forehesuds,
aned 16 seemeth they hive Deaeds Teeanse of the great store
of vlmil' hanging down ab their ehing wnd throats, The
mades Tave very loug tils wd o geat knobor tloek at
thie end,y w0 that i some vespeets they resemblo the o,
aud i some other the enel, They push withe their lovie,
they s, they overtake wnl kil an hoese when they e
i their wmge wd angor, Finadly b s o fond ol fieepe-
Lenst of countenanee and fornn ol hody, Thes Borses Hed
from them, cither heeanse of teir defarmed slupe, or wbse
beeanse they houd nover helove seen them,"”

»The number,™ continnes the histoun, © wis inevedi
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hlet  When the soldiers, in their excitement for the
clise, began to kill them, they rushed together in such
missies that hundreds were literally erushed to death. At
one place there was a greab ravine ; they jumped into it in
their efforts to eseape from the hunters, and so terrible was
the slaughter as they tumbled over the precipice that the
depression was complotely filled up, their carcasses form-
ing o bridge, over which the remainder passed with ease.

The nexb recorded expedition across the plains via
the OLd Trail was also by the Spaniards from Santa Fé,
eastwardly, in the year 1716, ¢« for the purpose of estab-
lishing o Military Post in the Upper Mississippi Valley as
o Dartier to the further encroachments of the French in
it direction”  An aceount of this expedition is found
in Mémoires Historviques sur La Louisiane, published in
Paris i 1858, but never translated in its entirety. The
anthor, Licutenant Dumont of the French army, was one
of o party ascending the Avkansas River in search of a
supposed mass of cmeralds. The narrative relates: «There
wits more than Il o league to traverse to gain the other
hank of the river, and our people were no sooner arrived
thau they found there a party of Missouris, sent to M. de
ln Harpe by M. de Bienville, then commandant general at
[ouisiong, to deliver orders to the former. Consequently
they guve the signal order, and our other two canoes
lawving crossed the river, the savages gave to our com-
mandant the letters of M. de Bienville, in which he in-
formed Tiim that the Spaniards had sent out a detachment
from New Moxico to go to the Missouris and to establish
a post in that country. .. . The suceess of this expe-
dition was very calamitous to the Spaniards. Their cara-
yih was composed of fifteen hundred people, men, women
and soldiers, having with them a Jacobin for a chaplain,
and hringing also o great number of horses and catfale,
aceording to the eustom of that nation to forget nothing
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that might b seeessary for aosettlements Theice design
wis to destroy the Missouris, el tooseize upon their
contry, sl with this intention ey lid resolved Lo go
first to the Osigres, aneighboneing mation, enemies wl i'lm:u
Missouris, to form wn allinnee with tean, and (o ety
then in their bebadf foe the exeention of theie pla. Dot
T the map whieh guided them was not corpeety or they
Ll not exaetly fullowed it for it ehaneed it rsiteand o
profinge Lo the Osigros whem ey sovgehty they Tell withot
knowing ity into o village of the Missouris, where the
Spanish commuuder, presenting himsell to e great ehicf
piel offering: hime the ealmmnet, made him wdurstated
throngh an interpreter, helivving hinmell to o speaking v
the Osage ehiefy that they wers enemies of the .\Iiﬁw:::t‘zm
that they hd comu to destroy them, toomake their womes
und ehildren slaves and o take possession of their eountyy.
Ho hegged the ehied to T willing to form an allimes with
they aguinst wonation whom the Osiges regpdod s thens
enemy, aned W seeoml thenr in this enborprise, promisogg
to roeontpense them lbeelly for the seeviee rendered, il
always to be thedr fefend in the fuioes Upon this diseotise
the Missonri ehief understond perfeetly well the mistidie.
e dissimlated wiud thanked the Hlmhiil;‘(l for the vontidenve
he Bl i his nationy he eonsented W form an allioes with
l.;hum n;gni}lmb the Missouris, and to join them with all Tis
forees Lo desleay themy bt he represented it his peopds
were not nemed, mnd thiat they dared not oxpose e
selves without arms fnosuels an enterprise, Deceived by
Ko l’zn:tnunl»hs wreeeplion, the Spasiweds fell inte the Li'a&ygu
lz'w'l for them. They received with due ceremony. in thee
el eamp they had formed on theiv wevival, ‘le’ el it
\Ylniul‘x the great chiel of the Missouris pvumu’alml to the
;;Mll;:::lt 1«);‘)::1;(\?11111(;: 'I‘l‘m xl’lliauyxtzaa for wiw was swori e
A partivs; they agreed upon w day for the exeention
of the plan whieh they meditated, anel U Spaniueds Poe
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nished the sovages with all the munitions which they
thought were needed.  After the ceremony both parties
guyve themselves up equally to joy and good cheer. Af
tis end of three days two thousand savages were armed
and 10 the midst of dances and wmusements ; each party
thought of nothing bat the execution of its design. It
was the evening belore their departure upon their con-
certed expedition, and the Spaniards had retived to their
aunps a8 usunl, when the greab chief of the Missouris,
hawving assembled his warriors, declared .to them his in-
tentions, and exhorted them to deal treacherously with
these strangers who were come 0 their home only with
the design of destroying them. At daybreak the savages
divided into several bands, fell on the Spaniards, who
expected pothing of the kind, and in less than a quarter
of an bour all the caravan were murdered. No one
weaped from the massacre except the chaplain, whom
the Darbarians saved because of his dress; at the same
timo they took possession of all the merchandise and other
offects which they found in their camp. The Spaniards
haul brought with them, as T have snid, a certain number of
o, and as the savages were ignorant of the use of these
aninals, they took pleasure in muking the Jacobin whom
they had gaved, and who had become their slave, mount
(hem. The priest gave them this amusement almost every
dey for the five or aix montls that he remained with them
i theiv village, without any of them daring to imitate
him. Tired ab last of his slavery, and regarding the lack
of daring in these barbarians as a means of Providence
Lo regain his liberty, he made secretly all the provisions
possible for im to make, and which he believed necessary
o his plan, At last, having chosen the best horse and
having mounted him, after performing several of his ex-
ploits hefore the savages, and while they were all occupied
with his manauvres, he spurred up and disappeared from
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thear sagehet, takinge the vl o Mexien, wheve dombitdess b
arravedd,”

Chavlevoind whio travedled from Quebee to New Ol
i fhe vear TR savs oo ol his Betters to the Dhaediess
af Dasaligonivres, dateshat Roededin, Judy 21, 17810 Al
bwer Ve o sone Spandaesdse comingg as they say, from
New  Mexieo, e intending to et inte thee evanitey of
the Dllinedssnd deive the Frened from thenee, whony they
paw wille extoane Jealonsy appeoaels oo penr e Mpsou,
e down the river and stbaeked two villoyges of the
Octoyus® who are the allies of e Avinea® aml from
whom 3t s sabd oo that they ave deriveds A the
wavinges hatd no e el were sueprissd, tee Span-
pds unsede an ey conepiest and killal a0 great any of
themn A thind vilthygee, which wis not far off from the
other twes, Ieing informed af wlhat bl prssed, suel vt
donbting It these vonpuerars wonld attack e, labl an
wwhush into whichr the Spanineds eedlossdy fells Orhers
sy that the savagess lavinge hoewrd i e cuemy were
shimost, whl vk and Bt asleep, Gl upon theos in e
night, Towever it was, it is vortain the geater part of
thea were killeds There werd in the ety fwo abioners
one of then wis killed direetly st the othier got awiy 1o
the Missomvis, whe took ime prisoner, bt hie eseigued
e very desterously, e had wovery fine Torse and the
Missonris took pleasire in seeing him ride i1, whiche b
(il very skilfully.,  He took advistige of thelr curipsity
Lo gt ond of their luuuds,

WO diy ns he wis praneing wel exereisinge s horse
Beeforse than, hee got w Ticthe distanes Drom them fneensibily

thienn sueddenly elapping spurs to his hovse e waee soms ong
of gight.”

VP evdebated Jeandt, soulior of Phe Histary of Ny Prawee, Jonraands
af s Pugperge to Nopth dinerivay, Littees o the Durhea, vl
A sen, 3 fowim,
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The Missouri Indians once occupied all the territory

near the junction of the Kaw and Missouri rivers, but they

were constantly decimated by the continual depredations
of their warlike and feudal encmies, the Pawnees and
Sioux, and ab last fell a prey to that dreadful scourge, Ehe
smull-pox, which swept them off by thousands. The
rerntant of the once powerful tribe then found shelter and
4 Lome with the Otoes, finally becoming merged in that
tribue,
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