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region is not so far removed from New York as Buffuls
was seventy years ago.

At the commencement of the  commerce of the prig
ries,” in the early portion of the century, the OLd T'ruil wis
the arena of almost constant sanguinary struggles betwoeen
the wily nomads of the desert and the hardy white
pioneers, whose eventful lives made the civilization of the
vast interior region of our continent possible. Their
daring compelled its development, which has resulted in
the genesis of great states and large cities. ‘Their hurd-
ships gave birth to the American homestead ; their deter-
mined will was the factor of possible achievements, thu
most remarkable and important of modern times.

When the famous highway was established ncross the
great plains as a line of communication to the shores of
the blue Pacific, the only method of travel was byt
slm.rv freight caravan drawn by patient oxen, or the lum-
bering stage coach with its complement of four or six
dmelill(i; Oght‘:: z’::e;‘fezhio gt; feared an attack by thosa
Kiowas Along 1 “;hOl ‘ eyennes, C.onmnches, and
mals, and e e e route the remains of men, ani-

' of camps and wagons, told a story
of suffermg, robbery, and outrage more i i !
o Impressive than
any language. Now the tourist or husiness

8 man makes
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himj o }.m palace cars, and there is nothing to remindl
ot the danger or desolatiop of Border
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dization, and advanced civ-

Itis . '
who ::1, ?rmlx}aFe that one is left to tell some of its stopy
& living actor ang had persona] knowledge o?[t

PREFAUE ix

many of the theilling seenes that were enacted along the
Hue of the great vontec Heowas Toniline with all the
Famous men, both white aud savage, whose lives have
nidde the story of U Tradl, bis awn sojoren on the plains
aiel in the Rocky Mountaing extending over w peviod of
nearly forty years,

The Old Trail has more than common juterest for me,
and T gladly record here my indorsement of the faithiul
vevord, compiled by w brave soldier, old comnude, and

Friend,
W, I8, conby,

CBUFFALG BILLY




