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A TIIEORY AS TO GEN. CUSTER'S DEATIL.
DID TIH COMMIT BUICIDE Y

Lrrers i known of the origin
of sealp - taking, and that,
vague nnd indofinite : noarly
gvery triln has some wild,
weird legend to aecount for
the eustom, hub theso tradi-
tions vary widely as to-the
causo. That *ruising the
hair? of an onomy i of groat
antigquity, thera s no doubt,
as in tho Bible it s related
how tho soldiers toro the skin
from the hoads of thoir
whippod foes, All or at loast

all Indian tribes with which I am acquainted,

soalp their onomios killed in hattlo.

With the Indian thore appoesrs to ho somoe elose
affilintion Dotwoen the doparted spirit and his
hair, T havo questioned many a hlood-bogrimod,

warrior why ho should want o dead man’s hair,
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and invariably there have been assigned a number
of rensons, three of which are most prominent:
First, it is an evidence to his people that he has
triumphed over an enemy; second, the scalps arve
employed very prominently in the incantations of
the ““moedicine lodge "—a part of their religious
rites; third, the savage believes there is a won-
dorfully inherent power in the scalp of an enemy:.
All the excellent qualities of the vietim go with
his hair the moment it is wrenched from his lisad.

If it be that of a renowned warrior, so much the

more are they anxious to procure his sealp, for
the fortunate possessor then inherits all the
bravery and prowess of its original owner,

I have known of hut one instance in all my ex-
perience among the Indians, where a white man
taken prisoner in battle escaped death. It wasa
groat many years ago; the party, a dear friend,
gtill living, was a grand old mountaineer,—but
the homeliest man on earth, probably. Ie was
red-faced, wrinkled, and pockmarked, with a
mouth as large and full of teeth ag a gorilla's,
and thore was no more hair on any part of his
head than there is on the head of a cane. He
wag captured in a prolonged fight and taken to
the village of the tribe where the principal chief
regided. The latter gave one look at the prisoner,
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whaowd Bise hoed, sl sndd Do weas b mundieine ™
that i Beowas pod tles ©ewid spirit " hinedf, he
win elowdy wilied 1o hime He then ondered his
sutordivstes o furndsh hime with w pony, loaded
B with peovisioas, providel Tim with norifle;
wined todd B to o to B prophe, This ineident,
wlitel s n fued, sliosws that your esnuol gecounts
fose Lhe cpanionn! vagnrba ol the North-Amarienn
HILY R,

Phe Tnddians of the Plains and Roeky Mountaing
would rather, for the resson lust whove slated,
ks one venlp of o fwous seoub or army officor
wher s sueemsslully chastised them, like Custor,
Sully, wid Crook, than s dezen of thoso of ordi-
vy whtite mon.

Twenty-six yonrs ago noxt November T wus
enmping on the high “divide™
Avkunsag river and tho Beavoer, with o party
uf Governmend Todinn seouts, moembers of throe
friondly tribos,— Osngor, Pawnoes, and Kown,—
omployoed by ordor of Gen, Sheridan iu his wintor
compnign againgt the hostilo Choyeunoes, Arapa-
hoos, and Kiowas, Tt was a torvibly gusty duy,
ono of thots so ehinraetoristio of our Plaius rogion
ab cortnin timos of the year. As with closely
wrappod blankets wo huddled around our littlo
firo of buffalo-chips, tho dust and ashes would

helween the
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riso in miniature whirlwinds and go dancing over
tho prairies until they exhausted themselves.

I agked a venerable chief of the Osages who was
present, ““Little River,” nearly eighty years
old, what those fitful spirals indicated, in order
to draw from his sav-
nge mind his ideas of
the forces of nature.
Ho replied: “They are
tho spirits of some ,] :
southorn Indians, killed il
and sealped up north,
going back to the
lodges of their people.’

I thought that if he 4
had sabstituted the (N
word ‘“matter” for
“ypirit”-—for every-
where wo tread upon the dust of a lost eiviliza-
tion -—probably he would have been nearer the
truth than in the statement of oue of the super-
stitions of his race. ’

Among the many myths of the American sav-
ago, the disposition of the soul after its separation
from the body, and its close connection with its
gealp, vary according to the religion of the tribe.
‘With some, the ‘‘journey to the happy hunting-

—18

LITTLE RIVER.
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grounds " hoging immodintely; with othoers, ?.‘hu
spirip romaing nonr tho gravo. Again, if an In-
dinn dies away from tho lodgos of his peoplo, tho
apirib roturns at oneo to thom, whoro it hovers, ns
if roluctant to loave. Awmong the “Cuppor-rivor
trihes it i holioved that hefore tho spirit finally
departs from. thoso who have died of wounds vo-
cotved it battlo, it flonts toward n groab olifl
ovorhanging the Missouri, and earves upon the
wall of rock a picture whowing tho manner uf
Jouth.” Tt s belioved by most Plains tribos
that tho soul attaches itsolf to tho wealp; that
tho soul of n porson sealped doos not wufler from
the wounds inflicted on tho hody, but that the
sonvorso 16 tho easo whoro tho sealp is not torn off,

Thoto are many instances on record whore mon
havo boon sealped and yob survived tho torriblo
ordent, but in ovory caso tho sealpor aupposnd his
viotim doad, tho lattor taking good caro that tho
foeman should not ho disabused of tho supposed
fuet,

Ono who kills himsolf in battle, sccidontally
or purposoly, has positively no hovoafter; ho is
irrovocably lost. Thoso who are strack by light-
ning, or dio by any othor apparently direct opora-
tion of tho “Manitou’ (the Croat Bpirit), aro
huxriodly uried whore thoy fall, without any cor-
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emony, and no mound or other mark is erected
over them. If after o battle there are found
corpses not scalped or their bodies not mutilated,
it is certain that those persons eame to death by
their own hand, for it is part of the religion of an
Indian not to scalp or mutilate the body of an
enemy who commits suicide. His superstition in
regard to persons dying by suicide or by lightning
i as religiously observed as any other of his
mythe. ' '

Knowing this deep-rooted superstition as well
ag I do, I have been led to belisve—though the
statement may provoke discussion among those
who know nothing of the Indian character — that
the death of the lamented Gen. Custer in that
awfully unequal battle of the ‘¢ Little Big Horn "
was not according to the accepted theory at that

" time, viz.: that he was killed by the Indian chief

“ Rain-in-the-face.”” The tale (which I regard as
an idle fietion go far as the facts are concerned)
a8 it hag been told a thousand times and copied in
the newspapers of the world, is, that one day the
Gleneral’s brother Tom, at one of the military
posts where the regiment to which he was at-
tached, the famous Seventh Cavalry (commanded
by the General), was stationed, had a dispute

'with Rain-in-the-face, and struck him. The sav-
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ago was furious with rage, hut suppresaed i, and
mounting his pony rodo off sullenly to his lodgo.

Yours aftor the death of Gon. Custer, Rain-in-
the-face, who unquestionably participated in the
battle of the Rosebud (as the action iy sometinies
enlled), in said to have rolated that he killed Gen,
Custer, thus avenging himself for the indignity
put upon himsell by thoe General’s hrother Tom,
Ao long hofora,  Tu all probability the story was
mado oub of “wholo eloth® hy o eortain Now
Yotk nowspapor correspondent, in whose journal
it fivst appearad.  Tknow him woll, and his repus
tation for unexuggerated troth was far from ho-
ing ag orthodox as ho of the chorry«tren famo,
Boeauso it had o plausibility about it, nod was
highly seusational, tho atatoment was necoptod hy
tho genoral publie, or thoso who wers not familine
with the mothods of the North-American navage.
No doubt Rain-in-the-fueo did, as would all In-
dinna, troasuro up such o grivvanco as that of hay~
ing been insultod by o blow from o white man;
bub thoe cireumatances of the hattly of the Little
Big Torn in all its horrors, so fur as it is possiblo
to know thom, procludo the possibility of Sitting
Bull pormititing o subordinate chiof, as was Rain-
in-tho-fuce, to arrogato to himself the right of
revongo in tho case of such a notod *“whito war-
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rior” as Custer. If by any probability Rain-in-
the-face did kill Custer, he certainly would have
scalped him and mutilated his body. Custer wag

noti scalped, nor was his person at all abused ; and
the reason generally given for this immunity from
the common custom of savage warfare is, that the
Indiang had such a profound admiration for his
wonderful bravery that they spared the great
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tywhito warrior®” that humilintion.  This is tho
woakent point of the wholo l\'l'}.’,'llﬂlﬂllt'——:f()lf tho
grogtor the man in tho ruvages’ estimation, the
more oagor would they ho to securs his realdp,

My own theory is—and tho fact that Custor
was not sealpod or mutilated is not the only con-
firmation of i=—that the Goneral killed himesolf
o eseapo the horeihlo torture thab nwaited him
ghould ho bo eaptured alive,  Ilis eapture wos
what Sitting Bull had undoubtodly dotermined
upon, tho moment ho sew the Lide of battle
unmistakably turning in his favor.

Custor was known to all the Plaing tribos; ho
had given thom ample eanse to romombor him,
and theso swvages would never huve allowed wn
opportunity to eapturo him ulive ’tn hu. fltsi':m(xc:cl.
Dy permitbing somo aggrioved ehiol to kill him in
ordor to gratify n porsonnl rovengo=——tho gamo
was too big. Tho Indisns enlled  Gustor tho
¢ Gpawling  Panther,” Toenuso ho o usually fell
upon thom with his troopors us stonlthily wa doos
that animal apon its proy.

To thoso unaequaintod with the mothods of the
American savago of tho Great Plains, the stube-
mont that suieide would bo infinitely proforable
to tho ohances for lifo aftor having hoen eapturod

by the Indians, may soam ovordeawn, and wickod
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to be thought of. But if they had seen, as I have,
the remaing of men, women and innocent bahes
horribly mutilated, burnt, butchered, and hacked
to pieces, they too, if they knew such a fate
awaited them beyond the possibility of a doubt
if captured alive, would unhesitatingly court
death by their own hands, suddenly and imme-
diately, rather than wait for the other, a few
hours or days more remote, perbiaps, but certain,
and horrible in its pi‘olonged agony.

I know that it was commonly understood, if
not actually agreed to among the officers at fron-
tier posts, that each one should reserve the last
bullet in his revolver for himself in the event of
a horrible contingency. I have known of many
officers in the long-ago of my early service among
the Indians, who, whenever they went on an ex-
pedition against the hostile tribes, invariably had
concealed about; their persons, easily accessible, a
small capsule of prussic acid or some equally po-
tont and swift messenger of death, to be used in
cage of a possible contingency. ‘

Custor, it will be remembered, was shot through
the head, and it was a curious coincidence that
two or three of his subordinates whose hodies were
found near his had been shot in precisely the same
manner. '
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In view of all these facts, thoro ean bo small
doubt thut those officors carvied out tho plan of
death determined upon, the moment they recog-
nized the hopelossuoss of Lheir situntion.

That the story of Rain-in-thefaen, it ho evop
told it, iv not at all likely to be the truth, may
ho inferred from the faet that thi averape Indian,
w L lenow him, whon diseoursing of his WL Prows
eag i tho most uneonseionnhl line, aned the fruth
i notin him, O eourse if Ruin-in-the-fueo eoyld
provail upon a newspapor eorresporchat to Qatlor
hiny in rogard to the part he took inog hattle iy
whielt o great white warrior was dofontid, hie
would rathoer liv to that sorrespoudent. than nog;
and that is just what Bain-inethefe did in this
inwtanen — provided, nlways, that the eorrespos -
ont did not nvout the whole fulo,

Tho truth of how Custor sanie to lin denth enn
nover ahsolutely ho knowu, for out of that awlully
unequal confliet thers eame g, ol miserahlo
Crow Tudinn and Col, Keagh's eolebrated hormo
“Comunehe,” wlive,  From the Tuet that the
grout soldior was not sealpod, th theory I' have
suggestod in cortainly morn Plaunible, and will e
aceoptod by all who aro fumiline witl tho customs
of the Indians, than that story which has mado
thoe rounds of the BOWHpLPOrs o dozon tinwes,
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