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GEN. FORSYTHE AT THE ARRICKAREE.

A TIHRILLING BTORY 01 INDIAN WARIARIE.

WAS pitbing in my
oflice at Tort IMar-
kor on o warm ove-
ning in the latier
part of September,
1868, musing over o
pipeful of “Tono
Jaok,” upon tho
possiblo  extent  of
the impending In-

dian war, which had
alreandy boen plan~
ned by Gen, Sheri-
dan, in the reclusion :
of my own quartoers,
only tho night be-

" GENERAL FORGYTHE. v .
foro, It was rapid-

ly growing dark; tho somber lino of thoe twilight
ourve had almost moet the western horizon, and
only the faintest tinge of purple beneath marked
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the intermedium between the gloaming and the
rayless sky. .

Nothing disturbed my revery as I wandered in
my imagination over the bleak expanse of the
Arkansas, Cimarron and Canadian rivers, so soon
to be the scene of active operations, except the
monotonous clicking of the relay in the window
of the next room, where the Government night
operator was on duty, who was also meditating in
the darkness.

The terrible massacres on Spillman creek, only
a fow weeks before, still furnished food for venge-
ful thoughts that would not down, as imugfas
of the murdered women and little ones rose in
horrible visions upon the thick night before me.

The dismal howl of & hungry wolf borne upon
the stillv air from the timbered recesses of the
Smoky added to the weird aspect that my sur-
roundings were rapidly assuming, and there seemed
gome portentous and indescribable thing bearing
down upon the place.

Suddenly ‘the operator—while the clicking of
the instruments became more nervous and varied
from their monotone of the whole evening-—ex-
claimed, ‘* My God! Major, what’s this? "’

“What is what?'" said I, jumping from my
chair and rushing to his side. Quickly lighting
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hig little lamp and seizing his pemcil, he wrote
upon & blank ag I looked over his shoulder and

read —while the clicking grew more convulsive
#till — these words:

*“Gen. Forsythe surrounded by Indians on the
Republican. Iieut. Beecher, the doctor, and many
of the scouts killed; nearly the entire command,
including the general, wounded. Stillwell, one of
the scouts, ran the gauntlet of the savages, and
brings report. Col. Carpenter, Tenth Cavalry,

and his command, leave immediately to reliove
them."

This was a fragment of the whole dispatch going
over the wires from Fort Hays to Fort Leaven-
worth and Washington. We had taken enough of
it to know that a terrible disaster had befallen
the gallant Forgythe, of Sheridan’s staff, and his
plucky band of scouts, who were a1l civilians and
Kangans.

The headquarters of Gen. Sheridan, who was at
the date of this narrative in command of the De-
partment of the Missouri, were temporarily estab-
lished at Fort Harker. He was consummating hig
arrangements for a winter campaign against the
hostile tribes, and the idea suggested itself that a
body of carefully selected men, composed of the
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best matorial to bo found on the frontier, unduln
the leadorship of an oxpericnend oflicor, could
effoct oxcollent Tosults,

These scotits, as they woro to ho tormad, woro to
go anywhore, and ach entirely ‘i!l(lt'!i)(!]?(l(%ll{) ()f‘ {»l‘m
regularly organized troops ahout to tako the field.

Gonerals Custor and Sully, tho next in rank to
Sheridan, both alroady famous ns Indian fighters,
coincided with this view of tho commanding gon-
oral; and it was dotormined to pick ifty equipped
fron{‘.‘i(-:a.xrmmsix at oneo, commission Foraytho as
their leader, who in the ineipieney of tho move-
ment modestly solicitod tho responsible position.

The fitty-four men woro choren from. an nggre-
gate of more than 2,000 employed by tho (,‘mvnrnf
ment at various positions at Forts Harkor nad
Hays. The reader may rost assured that only
those were accoptod who possossed tho essontin
qualifieations of indomitablo courago, wonderful

endurance, porfect markmanship, and o thorough
- knowledge of the Indian charactor.

Gen. Forsytho chowo for his lioutenant his par-
tieular friend P. IL. Boecclier, of tho Third In-
fantry, s nephew of tho colobratod Brooklyn
clergyman.

Some days were oceupied at Fort Ilarker in fit
ting out the little oxpedition, but no unnoces-
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sary equipage or superfluous camp paraphernalia
formed any part of the supplies.

There were no tents or wagons. Pack-mules
carried the commissary stores, which were of the
simplest character, and as the object of the party
was war, its impedimenta were reduced to the
minimum.

Each man was mounted on an excellent horse,
his armament a breecll-loadfng rifle and two re-
volvers,

This troop of brave men left Harker for Hays
in the latter part of August, from which point
their arduous duties were commenced.

On the 20th of that month, all the prelimina-
ries for taking the field having been completed
and their surgeon joined, they marched out of the
fort on their perilous mission. After scouting
over a large area for several days without meeting
any sign of the Cheyennes, they concluded to go to
Wallace to recuperate and refit. ’

Sometime during the second week in September
the Indians made a raid on a Government wagon
train near Sheridan station, on the Xansas Pacific
Railroad, about twelve miles east of Wallace. As

soon a8 the news reached the fort over the wires,
Forgythe and hils little band of scouts started to
intersept the savages on their retreat.
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Noxt morning thoe littlo command struelk the
frosh trail of the Indians, and hy foreod marehes
came 8o close that they compelled them to sepa-
rate into insignificant detachmouts, but night
coming apidly on, the Gonoral lost tho trail.
The econclusion was, aftor a consultation with the
best plainsmen among tho party, that the Indians
would naturally go northward; so it was detor-
mined to take that direetion in pursuit.

The scouts continued their courso for more
than a week without the loast trifling ineident
to rolieve tho wearisome monotony of tho mareh.

Suddenly, on the afternoon of the eighth day,
a8 they wero approsching tho hlulls of tho Re-
publican river, they discovered an immonso trail
gtill leading to tho north, The signs indieatod
that a large body of warriors, with pack animals,

women and children, and lodgos of a big camp,

had recently campod there.

It was growing dark, and rathor than take the
chances of losing this trail in tho night, it was
determined to bivouae in tho vicinity, rest tho
animals, and continue the pursuit at tho first
streak of dawn.

It was woll that this course was decidod upon,

" or there would have been nono loft to tell tho
. story of the fight, as the result will show., The
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gpot selected for the bivouac had some slight
strategic value, and was for that reason chosen
by the General, after it had been pointed out by
two of his men, Tom Murphy and Jack Stillwell;
though he had no idea at the time that any
benefit would result from their judgment in this
particular. It was an elongated low mound of
sand (such as are seen at intervals in the Ar-
kansas) which the Arrickaree fork of the Repub-
lican at this time embraced (as the Cheyenne
does the Black Hills), forming an island.

If thig trail had not been struck, it was the
intention to have gone back to Wallace for pro-
visions, ag only sufficient for one day remained;
but upon prospects of a fight, it was unanimously
agreed to go, and take the chances of finding
gomething to eat.

In the early gray of the next morning, while
the stars were still twinkling and at the hour
when sleep oppresses more than at any other
time, the sentinels posted on the hills above the
igland yelled, ¢ Indians!”’

In a moment the camp was awake., With rifle
in hand, each scout rushed for the lariat to
which his horse was picketed, knowing of course
that the first effort on the part of the Indians
would be to stampede the animals. As it was,
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a small party of thom dashed in with a horrid
whoop, and shaking thoir buffalo robes, suc-
ceeded in running off & small portion of the
pack-mules, besides ono or two of the horses,

A fow ghots fived by the most advanced of the
seouts seattorod tho Indisns, and quiot roigned
again for a fow minutos.

Almogt immediately, howevar, belore the seouts
had comploted saddling thoeir horses-—which {tho
General had orderod-——ono of tho guides neavest
Forsythe lmpboning o look up, could not holp
giving vent to the oxprossion, *“UGreat heavens!
General, soe tho Indiang!?”’

Well might ho bo excitod,  Over the hills,
from tho wost and north, along the rivor on
the opposite banlk—ovorywhore, and in ovory
direction, they mado thoeir appoarance. Rinely
mounted, in full war paint, thoir long sealp-
locks braided with eaglos’ fonthors, and with all
the paraphernalia of a harbarous war party, with
wild and exultant shouts, on they camo.

It was a desperate-looking proponderance of
brute foree and savage subtloly, aguinst the cool
and calm judgmont of tho diseiplined plainamen,
But the General, without glancing at tho holl in
front and all around him, with only tho linos of
determination in his face a little more marked,
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gragping the terrible picture before him, stoically
ordered his men to take possession of the sand
mound with their horses, and then determined,
almost against hope, to accept the wager of
battle.

It happened, fortunately, that on this island
were growing some stunted shrubs, to which the
animals were fastened, their bodies forming a cor-
don, inside of which the luckless scouts prepared
for the demoniacal charge which they knew must
come with its terrible uncertainty in a fow min-
ubes.

They had scarcely secured their animals, when

like the shock of a whirlwind on came the sav- ,

ages, and the awfully unequal battle commenced.

It was just the break of dawn; the Indians,
taking advantage of the uncertain light, dis-
mounted from their ponies, and creeping within
easy range, poured in a murderous fire ui)on the
geouts.

The Indians were splendidly armed as usual,
through the munificence of the Government, by
its apathy in preventing renegade white men or
traders from supplying them.

When the full morning came, which had been
anxiously waited for by the scouts, then they
first realized their desperate situation. Appaz-
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ently as numerous ag thoe pand-graing of their
little fortification, tho Indiang hemmod them in
on all sides. More than a thousand hideously
painted and seroaming warriors surrounded them,
with all their hatred of tho race depieted on their
fiendish countenaneces, in snticipation of tho vie-
tory which scomod so cortain.

Seattored among thoese, out of riflo-range, wore
the squaws and children of the aggrogatod band,
watehing with gloating oyos tho progross of tho
battle, while the hills refichood thoir disholieal

. death-chant and the howling of thoe modicine-

men inspiring the young warriors to doeds of
daring.

No one can form the slightost concoption of
the horrid picture spread bheforo the seouts on
the clear gray of that morning, unloss ho or sho
hag realized it in tho hostile sneounters with the
hostile tribes on the plains.  Languago is innde-
quate, and all tho attompts abt word-painting
f£all 5o short of the reality that it wore hettor loft
wrapped in its torrible incomyprohonsibloness,

“The General and his brave men took in their
chances ab a glance. They saw little hopo in tho
prospect, but they determinad, however, nover to
be taken alive—a thousand deaths by thoe bullet
were preferable to that; so mado up their minds
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to fight to the bitter end, which would only comse
when the ammunition was exhausted or them-
selves killed.

To this end they commenced to intrench as
best they could, by seraping holes in the sand
with the only implement at their command-—
their hands. They succeeded in making a sort of
rifle-pit of their position, but before the work
wasg completed, two of the scouts were killed out-
right, and many wounded — among the latter the
General himaelf.

Owing to the dreadful firing of the Indians,
who continually charged down upon the island,
the doctor was compelled to abandon the care of
the wounded and become a combatant; he did
excollent work with his rifle, but a bullet soon
pierced his brain, and he too fell dead.

In a few seconds after the doctor’s death, in
the midst of o terrible onslaught by the Indians,
the General was again struck— this time near the
ankle, the ball perforating the bone as perfectly
ag if done with an auger.

The firing of the scouts had not all this time
been without telling effect upon the Indians—
many a painted warrior had bitten the dust be-
fore the sun was two hours high. Af each succes-
give charge of the redsking, the scouts, cool and
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careful, and deliborate, took ainy, and whoen their
rifles wore discharged ench pubt w savage hors de
combat—thers was no smmunition wasted!

Nor had the besicgad cscaped from the foarful
onsot of their enemies: besides tho ensunltiog ro.
Intod, nearly all tho horses had been killod —in
fact, hafore noon all hut ono had fallon, and 14 is
told that whon ho too was killed, one of the
warriors exclaimed in Xnglish, *There goes tho
last horse, anyway!?”

At this juncture, with all thoir horses kitled or
wounded, the Indiang debormined upon ono mora
grand chargo which would sottlo the unequal son-
tost, So they rallied all their forees and hazardoed
their reputation upon thoe aggrogatoed assault,

This charging column way composed ol ahout
one hundred and {ifty *‘dog soldiors™ and noarly
five hundred more of tho Brulds, Cheyeune, and
Arapahoes, all under thoe command of the eslo-
brated chief ¢ Roman Noso,"

Superbly mounted, almost naked, although in
full war dress, and painted in the most hideous
manner, formod with a front of ahoul sixty mon,
thoy awaited in the groatest confidoneo the signal
of their chief to chargo.

Their leader at first signalod to the dismounted
men beyond this line of horsomoen to fire into the
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scouts, and thus make his contemplated charge
moro effective. At the moment of the fusillade,
seeing the little garrison was stunned by the fire
of the dismounted Indians, and rightly judging
that now if ever was the proper time to charge,
Roman Nose and his band of mounted warriors,

THE CHARGE.

with a wild ringing war-whoop, echoed hy the
women and children on the hills, started forward.

On they came, presenting even to the brave
men awaiting their charge, a most superb sight.

Soon they were within the range of the rifles of
their friends, and of course the dismounted In-
dians had to slacken their fire for fear of hitting
their own warriors.

And this was the opportunity for the scouts.
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“Now !’ ghouted Forsytho; and the scouts, spring-
ing to thoir knees, cast their eyes coolly along tho
barrels of their rifles, and oponed upoun the ad-
vaneing savagos o deadly fire.

Unchecked, undnuntod, on dashod tho warriors,
Steadily rang the sharp report of the viflos of tho
frontiersmon, Roman Noso falls dead Trom hig
horso ; ** Moedieine Man ' i3 killed; and for an in-
gtant the column, now within ten feat of tho
geouts, hoesitates —Cfaltors,

A cheor from tho scouts, who poreeive the effect
of their woell-directed firo, sa the Tudians bhegin to
break and seatter in ovory direetion, unwilling to
rush into a hand-to-hand strugglo, A fow moro
ghots, and thoe Indians are forced back hoyond
rango.

Forgythe inguires anxiously, “ Can thoy do hot-
ter than that, Grover?”’

“T have beon on the plains, Genoeral, sincoe a
hoy, and never gavw such a charge as that hofore.”

“All right, then ; wo are good for thom,”

It was in this grand chargo, lod in porson by
their greatest of all warriors, Roman Noss, that
Lieut. Beecher was mortally woundod. Ilo suf-
fored intensely, and lingered some hours hoeforo
his manly spirit was extinguished.

He and I were warmly attached to ono anothor,
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I knew full well the generous impulses of his
warm young heart, and his perfect unselfishness.
He was brave, the very soul of honor, and a
favorite in all garrisons.

Before night closed in on the terrible tragedy
of that day, the Indians charged on the weary
and beleagured scouts again and again, but were
a8 often driven back by the dreadful accuracy of
the rifles of tho besieged, with an incressing loss
each time.

The darkness which had been earnestly looked
for at last brought the welcome respite, and it
was made possible for the unfortunate men to
steal a moment’s rest, that was needed, oh, how
much !

Hungry, exhausted, with an empty commis-
sariat, every animal dead, their comrades lying
stark upon the dreary sand, and a great number
writhing in all the agony of torturing wounds; a
relentless enemy ever watching; no skilled hand
to alleviate the sufferings of the dying, and the
only hope of help that might never come, more
than a hundred miles away. ‘

Think of that; grasp it if you can!

Later, while the night yet thickened, prepara-

tions were made to meet the events that were sure
to come with the morning’s light, and the little
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fort—1for it had certainly now ronched the dig-
nity of that title—was mado still H{‘.J,w‘mg()sr.’ For
gabions, the swollon earcasses of the dead horses
woro used, and huge slices wers eub from their
thighs for food, Thank God, the torturings of
thinst wore nob added o their other auflorings, for
wator was onsily obtained by digging & short dis-
tanco.

Thus strongthoned, & midnight couneil of war
was hold in whisperings, and it was dotormined to
gond two of thelr numbor to Kort Wallnes, an dos-
perato as tho undortuking was, A moere hoy,
Stillwoll, and another, Truedell, expressod their
willingness to mako tho attompt.

The brave men crawled from tho “igland” to
run the gauntlot of the watehful savagos, over on
the alert to take advantagoe of the loast unfavors
able demonstration on the part of their prey, as
they fully believod them.

Wo will leave thom making thoie way cau-
tiously but hopefully i tho darkunoss, for it is
not the purpose of the writer at this time to toll
of tho noble efforts of theso hrave moessongors in
their hairbreadth escapes on their lonesomo and
perilous journey; but lot us turn to the worn-out
and wounded band of horoes again, to lenrn how
they fared during the long days bofore holp could
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possibly reach them, even were Stillwell and hig
companion able to reach Wallace.

The sun rose in all the splendor of a Kansas
autumn morning, but the landseape bore the same
horrid features of the day before, All through
the weary hours the Indians kept up an incessant
firing, though no serious charge was attempted —
they had had more than they had anticipated, in
their efforts in that direction yesterday. The
scouts, now pretty effectually intrenched, suffered
but little from the wild firing of their besiegers,
but it was annoying, and kept the brave men ever
prepm‘ed for a possible charge, the result of which
might not be so fortunate as former ones.

Night again came to throw its mantle of rest
upon the little band, and shortly after dark two
more scouts were sent out to reach Wort Wallace,
if possible; but they failed to get beyond the line
of watchful savages, and were compelled to aban-
don the idea.

This unsuccessful attempt to go for help cast o
gloom over the little command, for it could not
yet be known what had been the fate of the other
two who had gone out the night previously.

The next day the state of affairs assumed a
more cheerful aspect—if that could be possible.

The squaws and children had disappeared, indi-
-3
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eating a retroat upon tho part of thn In‘dimm, nle
though thoy still kopt up thoeir fi ring af mturvulu.:
perhaps thoy, too, woro gobbing short of wmmuni-
tion and provisions.

In the aftornoon the savages hoisted w whito rag
upon & pole and oxprossed w dosire o talk, but
our horoos woro too wary to be eaught wilh sueh
chaff as that, for with Indinns w flag of truee
moans o massaers, half the time.

That night two moro mon woers sent out, nid
these carriod that famous disputel of Toraythe's,
which shoutd hold its plueo in history with thab
other momorable ono of Graut’s: T intend to
fight it out on this line if it takos all summer.”
Torsythoe’s rond

“T am on o little island, and have still plonty
of ammunition loft, Wo aro living on mule- and
horse-ment, and are entirely out of rations, 1L it
were not for so many wounded I would come on
and take the chanco of whipping thom if attackod.
Thoy are ovidently sicl of thoir bargnin. I oan
hold out six days longer if ahsolutoly nocosmnry ;
but lose no time."

The morning of the fourth day, on the now hiss
torie island, broke somowhat moro cheorful still,
Tho Indiang could be seon moving rapidly away,
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only a few comparatively remaining in sight, to
wait till exhaustion and starvation should place
the scouts in their power. They little kuew the
metal of the men lying behind those breastworks
of roften carcasses, or they too would have gone
with the old men, women and children of the
tribe.

A few shots were fired by the scouts in Tesponse
to the occasional random fusillade of the Indi-
ans: they contented themselves with saving their,
ammunition for a possible lagh grand act in the
drama, only shooting when an Indian came within
certain range, when he was sure to be sent to the
““ happy hunting-grounds.”’

‘Night again came with its relative rest, and
then another weary day of watching and waiting,
without any special demonstration on the part of
the Indians.

Now horrors now made their appearance in the
shape of gangtened wounds, and suffering for
food. The putrid flesh of the dead horses and

mules was all that remained to support life, and

However revolting, it had to be swallowed. The
nauseating effluvia of the rapidly decaying car-
casses, too, made the place almost intolerahle,
and so insufferable did it become that the General
told those who were disheartened to go; but all to
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a man, to their honor he it recorded, refused,
electing to romain with their companions-in-nrms
—%0 be reseuod, or die with thom,

Two moro days of forture, and then, on the
ridgo betwoen thom and the golden sunlight
gloamod tho bright hayonets of Col. Carpenter
and his column of “tho boys i blue,™

Thoir ITaveloek had reached this Amoriean
Lucknow, and cheor aftor cheorfoohle though
they woro—went up frony the Tittle island, and
our story closed with tho reseue of theso hreave

moen.

Gunurar Forsyemn (himsoll wounded in hoth
Togs) gives o vory graphie deseription of tho chnrgoe
of the Indians, and tho appearancs of their hero
and chiof, Roman Noso, Il says:

“As Roman Noso dashed galluntly forwnrd nnd
gwept into the opon at tho hond of hisv suporh
command, ho wan thoe vory begu~ideal of nn Tndinn
chiof. Mounted on a large, elonn=limbod chent-
nut horse, he wat well forward on his haeohack
charger, his knoos passing undor a hossehnir larind,
that twico loosoly encirelod tho animal’s body,
his horso’s bridlo grasped in his loft haud, which
wag also clogoly wound in its flowing mano, aud
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at the same time clutched his rifle at the guard,
the butt of which lay partially across the animal’s
neck, while its barrel, crossing diagonally in front
of his body, rested slightly against the hollow of
his left arm, leaving his right free to direct the
course of his men. He was a man over six feoh
three inches in height, beautifully formed, and
save for a crimson silk sash knotted around his
waist and his moceasing on his feet, perfectly
naked. His face was hideously painted in alter-
nate lines of red and black, and his head crowned
with a magnificent war-bonnet, from which, just
above his temples and curving slightly forward,
stood up two short black buffalo horns, while its
ample length of eagles’ feathers and herons’
plumes trailed wildly on the wind behind him
and as he came swiftly on at the head of his charg-
ing warriors, in all his barbaric gtrength and
grandeur, he proudly rode that day the most per-
fect type of a savage warrior it hag been my lot to
gee, Turning his face for an instant toward the
women and children of the united tribes, who lit-
erally by thousands were watching the fight from
the crest of the low bluffs back from the river’s
bank, he raised his right arm and waved his right
hand with a royal gesturs, in answer to their wild
cries of rage and encouragement as he and his com-

LS
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mand swept down upon us; nud again, facing
sauarely towards where we lay, hivdeew his hody to
its full height and shook his elonehid fist definntly
at us; thon, throwing hack his hend and glancing
gleyward, he suddenly struek the palm of his hand
across hig mowth sond poave tongun to o war-ery
that I havo never yob henrd cquabsd in powoer ad
intensity, Searcely had s echos renchid the
river’s bank when it was eaught up by each and
every ono of tho eharging warriorm with an ouergy
that bafllos deseription, and answerad back with
blood-eurdling yoells of exultation and prospeetive
vengoanco by tho womon wnd ehildren on tha
river’s blulf and by the Indinug who lny in -
bush around us.  On they enmo ab n swinging
gallop, rending tho air with their wild war-
whoops, each individual warrior in all his hravory
of war paint and long braided sealp-loele tippod
with eagles’ foathors, and all slark naked hut for
their cartridge belts and moecasing, koeping their
line almost porfoctly, with a front of whout sixly
men all riding horsoback, with only a looso Inrint
about their horsos’ bodiow, and uhout wyard apart,
and with a depth of six or seven rauks, forming
together a compact body of massive fighting
strength, and of almost rosistloss woight., ¢ Boldly
they rode and well,” with their horses’ bridles in
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their left hands, while with their right they
grasped their rifles at the guard and held them
squarely in front of themselves, resting lightly
upon their horses’ necks.

“Riding about five paces in front of the center
of the line, and twirling his heavy Springfield rifle
about his head as if it were a wisp of straw,

. Roman Nose recklessly led the charge with a

bravery that could only be equaled but not ex-
celled; while their medicine-man, an equally
brave yet older chief, rode slightly in advance of
the left of the charging column.

“To say that I was surprised at this splendid
exhibition of pluck and diseipline, is to put it
mildly; and to say, further, that for an instant
or two I was fairly lost in admiration of the
glorious charge, is simply to state the truth-—
for it was far and away beyond anything I had
heard of, read about, or even imagined regarding
Indian warfare.’
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