MEDICINE BLUFF.

INKNOWN, perhaps,
to the reader, in the
very heart of the
Wichita range, in
the Indian Territory,
thers is an immense
hill, which, by trian-
gulation effected dur-
ing the winter cam-~
paign of 1868-69 by
tho engineer officer

attachod to General
Sheridan’s headquar-
tors, is three hundred
and ten. feot high.
At its haso there is a clear, running river, or
proporly a crock—for it is only about seventy
foot wide. The shape which the stream assumes
ab tho immediato foot of the mountain is that of
a eroscont, forming quite a large pool or basin.

LITTLE BEAVER.

Under thoe shadow which the great mass of dis-
rupted rock throws over the water at certain
45
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40 TALES OF THE TRAIL

hours, the pool looks as bluek as ink. The
moment the water omerges into the wanlight
agadn, it sparkles and seintillates until i s
painful for the eyex o resb upon its rapidly
flowing ripplo. That the great elevation ol thi
detachod portion of thy rangs was eawwdd by
gomo oxtraordinary convulsion, which moved it
from its normal position, in apparent, swd euris
osity 18 exeitod Lo assign noreason for tue Himited
aren of the upheaval,

The stroam which flows so pieturesgquely ol (he
hage of tho fsolated mouutain in ealled by the
Indians Modicine Bluff Creek: the hill abovi it
Modicine Bluff,  rom the time when the meaue
ory of tho variows fribes “runiedh net to the
contrary,” Modicine Bluff' has been w prominent
and sacred spob in the traditions wid legitimuato
history of tho many nations of wevages, hut rspie
eially in that of the Comanehes wid Wiehitus,
It was o gort of *Our Ludy of Lourdm ™ plase,
where the sick wore cured in the most miraeulous
manner aftor they had hoon given up iy o velie
brated doctors of the tribe. Tf the purty afllieted
had noever seriously grioved the CGrent Spirit, the
cure was ag sudden as marvelous; if the niek,
who were earried to the top of the hluft by (heir
friends, had at any timo offonded the CGreat
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Spirit, they died at once, the wolves devoured
their flesh, and their bones were transported to
the “Land of Terrors.” Sometimes, when the
individual taken up to invoke the aid of the In-
dian god had lived an exemplary life, instead of
boing cured of his fleshly ills he or she was trans-
latod, like Elisha of old, to the happy hunting-

grounds,

The Comanches declared that at night the Great
Spirit frequently rested on the top of the moun-
tain, and when that occurred the whole region to
the vorge of tho horizon was lighted up with a
atrango glow, resombling that emanating from an
immonso prairvie fire reflected upon the clouds.
Tho Indiang also claimed that no dew or rain
ovar foll upon the extrome summit of the bluff,
whore tho sick were to e and wait for the mani-
fostabion of the Manitow; nor did the wind blow
there o that it was a calm spot, comprising all
the essontials to o spoedy recovery.

Ono among the many traditions connected with
the charming but weird place was told by an aged
warrior of tho Comanches one evening, around
the eamp-fire, in 1808, after white-winged Pence

had spread her wings once more over the prairies,.

and woe were pulling vigorously at our ‘‘brier-
woods ' filled with fragrant ¢ Lone Jack.” The
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48 TALER OF PHE TRAIL

old fellow, wrinkled and black with the s of
the topeo in which ho had tived foor neardy eighty
yenrs, and now wrapped in that of hiv stone pipe,
which Lo suek:d as industrionsly as s infant,
told this story:

Thero was onee, ages hofore the white man had
invaded tho country of the Indian, o very ol
warrior, who, siclk and despondenty went to e
top of Modicine Blufl (o he eured The for many
yenrs Dad consed to hunt twe hutlaln, lived with
tho women of tho tribe, aied settls] Tl f down
to o poaceful calm, awniling the time whea he
ghould bo ealled Lo join hin fatheras Onecduy he
strugglod to the top of tho hlufl in the hope that,
To might die and be earried hadily to the hagpy
hunting-grounds, as ho know from the teaditions
of Nis tribe others had been Before him,

e had beon absent from his ledge and the
village for threo nights,  During all that time
the frightenad people down helow, whe hnd been
diligontly watching, observed a great blaae on the
top of the mountain, ag i it were n signalefive
to warn them of somo impending danger to the
tribe.

On tho third morning n young warrior wis seoen
desconding the treail from the heights of the bhat,
drawing near to the village.  When he entered it
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streots he looked about him in evident surprise.
Ho approached the chief’s lodge and st down by
the fire.

The warriors of the tribe gazed at him with awe
and that curiosity which a stranger ever evokes.
No ono seemed to recognize him. All remained
silent, waiting for him to speak. TLighting his
pipo with a coal, he took a pull at it himself,
Indian fashion, then passed it around the cirele.
Thoe warriors noticed that his pipe-stem was deco-
ratod with the foathers of tho gray eagle, denoting
him to bo a great warrior, one who had captured
8 largo numbor of sealps, so they regarded him
with still groater wonder. Aftor every one in tho
eirclo around the chiof’s fire had taken a whiff,
tho stranger commeonced his story:

“Aftor T arvived at the top of the Medicine
Blutf, T looked off at tho vast expanso which
surrounded me. I saw the village of my people;
I could hear tho dogs bark and the children
langh; I could hear my own family mourning,
a8 if somo one had been taken from them; I saw
the buffalo covoring the prairvie, and the cun-
ning woll lying in wait to pounce upon his prey.
Whon I again looked all around me, and boeheld
the young warriors in their pride and strongth, I

asked mysoelf: ‘Why do I live any longer? My
—4
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fives hovo gono out, T must follaw my fathoers,
The world is Denutiful Lo the young, bt to the
old it has no plensurs, 1 will o gt

CWith this upon my mind, 1 wonfinwel s Far
away toward the aetting sun are Uhe lbing-
grounds of my poople.’ Then 1 gt hored w1l my
atrength and lonped from the giddy heighte before
mo. T Jnow no more of the waes of this life. 1
was caught up in mid-nir and puddenly trans-

“ported to n country whora game wis counblos

where thoro was no wind, noe rein, ne siekinenn
whore all tho groat chisfa of the Comunehos whoe
had evor diod wore nssemblud; whers {ley were
all young again, and chased the Tifalo and
fonstod as whon on oartli. Thems wan no darke
noss, Tho poople woro continunlly Twppy. Bt
tiful birds sang on tho troes,  The war-whong wan
never moro honrd.”

The old chief had heen rejuvensted, nd now
camo back to his poople with all hix youthful
vigor, to live again with his own tribe, The story
of the strange warrior enptivated the Indinns,

He at onco hocame an oraclo and grent muedis
cine-man in his tribo; his power to eurs the sick
was wonderful, and his counsol was implicitly
obeyed evor alterward.

MEDICINE BLUFF bl

Medicine Bluff hos of course lost much of its

~ prestige among the Indians, for the reason that

ginco the extinetion of the buffalo and other large
game the tribes have been scattered, being genor-
ally protty closely confined to the reservations,
with the children taught in schools, and the
suporstitions, or at least many of them, having
passod gradually out of the remembrance of the
new generation, known only to the few old war-
riors loft.

Tho savagoe, like the white man, in his dis-
appointmonts and miseries sometimes resorts to
guicide as a cure-nll for and end-all of life’s bur-
dons.  Among the powerful Comanches Medicine
Bluff was, for an unknown period, one of their
famous places, like the Vendome Column in
Paris, from which to terminate an unsatisfactory
and misorablo existence. Tho bluff was also a
roendezvous for tho young warriors, who were to
go for tho first timo in battle with the tried
goldiers of tho tribe, to propitiate the Great
Spirit.

The sun in that nation, ag in the old tribe of
Natcehoz, symbolized their god. For three con-
gecutivo mornings the youthful agpirant for mili-
tary honors was obliged to go to the highest poing
of the great hill, where, armed with his buffalo
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hide, and alono, ho wus with th‘n uh‘u«mt. FHVOT
ence to presont the front of 1\19:‘ shield 1o the
early morning sun as ity my‘s ranns (Is.n m»hy:
erags of tho mountain, sssuming the Mhtmh: o
o warrior in tho heat of battle, on soard umtr‘mft
Dis enemy’s spenr and whower uf HETUSH. Ihin
caremony on tho part of thi mwi(iu..tn, if revers
ently performed, gave hin shivkd invuluerahle
power. .

A story told to many of us during the eame
paign xeferrod fo, by one of the oldent ol the
Comanehos, tho oldest Indinn 1T have sver sean e
«Littlo Boaver,! of the Osupen—is very interests
ing, showing B0 what an arl the depised savag
of thivky yenrs ngo reduewsd wlory=teldling, ’Ix‘lw
dried-up old warrior prefuced hin tale by wlating
that To was so aged “thut he was brother of he
highest peak of the Wichita Mongutains ' ab the
oot of which wo wore enmped v s enld Devvan-
ber night in 1808,  Ioro is the story:

So many yours ago that it seemed Tike w dream
aven to tho narrator, the Comuanelus wers the
groatest tribo on earth, Their warrinrm wern s
numoerous a8 o hord of huilnlo on the Avknnaas
in the fall, They wore mere cunning than the
coyote. Their herd of pondes eontuined wo many
animals—all fine and fat—that no man eondbd
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count them in a yonr. All the other Indiang of
tho plaing and mountains feared and trombled at
the namo of Comanche,

In tho tribe, as is over tho case, there wore
two warriors who excelled all the others in their
prowoess.  One was young, and tho other middle-
agud. Thoy woero very jonlous of ench other, each
constantly attompting somo deed of daring ab
which, it was hoped, the rival would hallk, One
fall, whon tho Indian summer mado tho air red-
olont with the sweet perfumoe of thousands of
flowers and tho mountaing were bathod in the
ambor mist of that delicions season, all tho groat
warriors woro roturning from ono of their most
famous vietories,

They eamped under the shadow of Medieine
Blutl lnto ono afternoon, whero the young bravo,
who was quiotly smoking his pipe as ho hovered
ovor tho littlo camp-firo on which ho was broiling
& piocs of antolopo steak, happoned to fix hig
a0 01 tho highoest point of tho blull, and in that
position continuod for soveral minutes wrappoed
in a most profound study, whilo all the rest of
tho Dband stopped whatovoer they were doing and
guzod ab him ag intontly.

Suddenly he rose to hig full height and cast a
dofiant look upon the warriors seattored around
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on the grass, who, oxceited nt his Hh‘szr,,u MBNIeT,
gprang up to learn what e meant. . Tremently he
turnad his faco toward the sun, \vhu'h‘ wan aboub
two hours high, and hroke out with this honst

«No warrior oquals mel 1 am the greatest of
all tho Comanches! 1 rosemble that mountain ™
pointing with Nis wpear to the highest prik of
Medicino Bluft, My netions nro s far above
yours a5 thab mowntein s above the steoant nb
its foob!  Te thoro u warrior hepr whe dare fullow
me??”’

Then Lo shook his spear aid Benndishied lin
ghield in dofinnes of any and all, ITis rival wan
all the time swelling with rage and pride, Ho
knew the hoast was indendid for Tim along,
although ho was the elder of th two, e npe
pronched tho braggart with all the dignity of the
suvage that ho was, and, wtriking himuedf on the
hosom soveral timos, exelaimed:

“wgol You are tho groalest warrior of the
Comanches ¢ You aro tho huflulo thut lends {hu
hord? T am tho old hull to ho deiven wway by
the cowardly coyoto and die, lenving my Breanuen
%o whiten ?  You ask me to follow you?  Newver]
T nover follow! T will go with youl™

The remainder of the band gathered nround the
two colebrated warriors. Thay wondered what
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new deed of daring they were going to attempt,
a8 tho rivalg arrayed themselves in their besb
buckskin dress and mounted their favorite ponies.
With shields held in a defying position, their
facos painted, and their bonnets of war-eagle
fonthors fowing in the broeze, they rode away
without another word.

They forded the stream. The younger now
gtartod up tho difficult trail which led to the
gacred  summit of the Medicine Blufl, where,
stopping his affrighted steod, he pointed to tho
foarful precipico a fow rods off, and exclaimed:

“You havo followed me here; follow me far-
thor,”

Then shouting the war-whoop, which made the
ochoos of the mountain awaken, and thumping
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tho flanks of his animal vigoronsly, he darted
toward the awful brink, s rival instantly
raisod hiw pony on his hind Tuem, wnd with
whoop more pioreing followed the youme man,
who, whon ho had renched the e wf the
procipico, failed in eourngo ated pulhsd hin pony
violently back on his hainehes. Tl elder saw
Lis chaneo, With an awful yell o definnen and
triwmph, Do foreod Dis horas Lo make the terribiln
lonp in mid-nir.

All tho warriors on the grassy hoflom helow
watehod with eagor intorest whal was going on
abovoe thom. Thoy hourd the whoup of the ayd
warrior ag ho jumpod into the awiul shyss,
They saw him sit as ealmly as if o his * lodge ™
ag ho desconded, sontod an upright on hin pony
s if his animal wore walling the pradris, snd,
above all, thoy hoard hin elenr vojen as i rong
out in the clouds: “Groatest of all the Co-
manches 1"

Sadly they wonded thoir way to the fool of Lhe
bluff, where both horse and hrave rider lny n
mangled mass on tho roeks, the old warrior with
a smilo on his wrinkled faco of unmistnkahln
trinmph.

The boagbing rival hossme n wundnrer anong
the tribes. Il namo wad acoursod of all Tiulinus,
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The very dogs of the camps snapped at him as he
passed. At last, overcome with remorso at his
cowardico and treachery, he killed himself. One
day ho was found dead on the grave of his rival
at the foot of tho hluff. IIis body was eaten by
the coyotes; his shield and spear, by which he
had been identified, were lying on the ground at
his foot.
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