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PREFACE.

Tuesr ¢ Tales of the Trail” aro based upon
aobual facts which came under the personal ob-
sorvabion of the author, whose reputation as a
writor of tho frontior is national. Iis othor
works have mot with phenomonal succoss, and
thoso sketehes, which havo apponred from time
to timo in the current litorature of the United

Htntes, aro now compiled, and will form another

| intorosting sorics of storios of that era of groat

% advontures, whon tho country west of tho Mis-
gourk wag unknown oxcopt to tho trappors,
hunters, and army officors.

Homo of the ocharacters around which aro
woveon tho thrilling ineidents of theso ¢ Tales
wore moen of world-wide reputation; thoy have
long sinco joinod tho * oholr invisible,”” but thoeir
names a8 pioneors in tho gonesis of great States
whiceh thon formod the theator of thoir exploits
will livo ag long as the Unitod States oxists as
n groat nation.

Howover improbable to the uninitisted the

thrilling oxperiences of the individuals who
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n the scenes dopictod, may O,

were actoIs i
they are & proof that ¢ truth is strangor thon

fietion.”
Tt is fortunate that Oolonel Tnman during his

forty years on tho extrome frontier wus such n |
close obgerver, and noted from fimo to time thenn a
gtories of the frontior whiel form gueh an inter- g
esting parb of our Amoricana.
Jamus Ti King,

State Librarian,
TopakA, KANSAB, Mareh 1, 1698,
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