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SHERIDAN'S ROOST.

LSS than o third of
n contury ago the
wostorn half of
gpouthern Kangas
and the whole re-
gion beyond, in-
cluding the histor-
ical Washita, whore
Gronoral Custor do-
fonted the famous
chiof of the Chey-
ennes, Black Kettlo,
was tho habitat of
our noblest indigoe-
nous bird, the wild
twkoy. Tho donso
woods bordering all
tho streams wore full of them, for the wild turkey
makos his haunts in the timbor.
Having visited that onco favorite winter ron-
dezvous of the Cheyennes and Kiowas during the

early spring, and stood again on the ground where
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Sheridan and Custer in their celebrated campaign
of 18689 so effectually subdued the Indians that
the Western frontier has ever since been exempt
from their bloody raids, the recollection of many
exciting wild-turkey hunts by the two incompa~
rable soldiers came vividly to my mind. I re-
member distinetly, as if it were but a week since,
how during that winter campaign of nearly thirty
years ago the troops sent into the field against
the allied hostile tribes subsisted for days on
wild turkey —luckily for them, too, as they
were almost without a ration, and would have
suffered in a groater degree than they did but
for the presence of great flocks of the delicious
birds. ‘

In addition to the stern necessily of securing
them, ghooting them under the brilliant mid-con-
tinent full moon that nowhere else shines more
intensely, afforded an immense amount of sport
to both officers and enlisted men, divesting their
weary march through that then desolate region of
its torrible monotony. General Sheridan was a
crack shot, recognized as an expert im pheasant-
hunting when a young lieutenant in the wilds of
Oregon, long before the Civil War, and where
large gamo roamed in immense numbers through
the vast forests. Then the height of the embryo
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great Gonoral’s ambition was thot ho might at-
tain tho rank of Major beforo ho died!

Thoro is o largo body of timber on the North
Tork of the Canadian river in the Indian Tor-
ritory, about sixty milos directly south of tho
Kansas lino, known as ¢ Shoridan’s Roost M'—n0

“marked on tho maps. It was thero thab Gonoral

Shoridan with Custor hagged an almonst inorediblo
numboer of wild turkeys whilo eamping on tho
now historie spob,

Tt wag on thoe afternoon of ono of the lagh days
in the month of Decombor, 1808, whoen the tired
sommand found itself encamped vory near an im=
monso turkoy roost.  Both Shoridan and. Custor,
o soon a8 thay had dismounted from thoir horsos,
made tho fortuitous discovery and graspod. tho
important situstion: an abundancoe of food for
tho half-starved troopors and s relief to the onnui
and tiresomo routine of the monotonous march
through the secmingly intorminable sand-dunos
go froquent in that region.

Tn ordoer thab tho necessitios of the command
and the anticipated sport might nob Do thwartoed
by o genoral fiving of tho rank and file undor tho
oxeitemont natural to the average soldior, Bhori-
dan immedintoly issued an order that no ono—
officer, enlisted man, or civilian —should lonve

SHERIDAN'H ROOBT 178

eamp without his permission. IIe was well aware
of the fact that if any prowling around was al-
lowed, the now absent birdg would not reburn to
their accustomed resting-place when night came
on,

Thoe whole command was rostless, anxious and
impatient for hours, waniting for the scemingly
tardy sun to seb. At lagh, after two hours of sus-
pense, the fading rays bogan to gild the smmmits
of the low rango of hills west of the camp. Then,
just as the twilight curve reached tho horizon, the
Gonoral, with Custer and soveral other officers
whom hoe had choson ag companions, loft their
camp-fro of blazing logs and sauntered slowly
into the thick woods whero it had heen discovered
early in the afternoon that tho coveted birds were
in tho habit of congregating to roost.

Arriving at tho very centor of the vast sleeping-
placo, ab tho suggestion of General Custor ench
gentleman took a position on the ground, sepa-
ratod from each other some distance, to watch
from their individual vantagoe-point until the
moment should come for the birds to seek their
accustomed resting-place.

Thoy did not have to wait long. Before it had
grown fairly dark, two or three flocks containing
ot least two hundred of the bronzed beauties came
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walking stonlthily down tho sholtored ravines
leading out into the broad hottom where tho groat
trees stood in aggrogated clumps, under whose
shadows Clonoral Sheridan had first observed the
unmistakable signs of o vast roost. At the head of
oach flock, as it unsuspiciously advancod, strutted
o magnificent malo bird in all tho arrogance of his
loadership, and on whose bronzod plumagoe thoe
goft full moon which had just rison, glinted liko a
caleium light ag its goldon rays siftod through the
intorsticos of the bare limba of tho wintor-garbed
forost.

When the lendor had arrived at the spot whore
his charge had been accustomoed to roost, ho sud-
denly halted, glanced all around him for a fow
soconds, thon seemingly satisfied that overything
was right, he gave the signal—a sharp, quick,
ghrill whistle. At that instant overy bird with
one accord and & tremondous fluttering of wings,
raisod itself and alighted in the loftiest branchos
of the tallest trees.

In a fow moments more, many more flocks ar-
rived and went through exactly the same ovolutions
a8 the fixst two, whon, having sottlod themsolves
for an undisturbod slumber, General Shoridan
gave the word for the slaughtor to begin, Tach
officer then began to shoot on his own account,
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and the turkeys fell like the leaves in October.
The stupid birds not killed at the first fusillade
did not seem to have mgense enough to get out of
harm’s way: they flew from tree to tree at every
ghot, persistently remaining in the immediate
vieinity of their roost with all the characteristic
idiocy of a sage-hen, which, according to my ob-
gorvation, has less sense than any other bird that
flies,

It was soon time that all honest men whether
“in camp or court’ were in bed, but the two
famous gonerals and their companions, so excit-
ing was the rare sport, did not leave until the
moon was far down the western horizon.

They then returned to the friendly fires near
their tents and counted the number of birds which
had fallen under the accurate aim of those en-
gaged. It was discovered they had bagged nearly
8 hundred of the magnificent bronzed creatures,
of which Sheridan had killed the lion’s share.

From that midnight ineident in the beginning
of that eventful winter on the Great Plains,
‘“ Sheridan’s Roost’’ received its name; the spot
became classic, and will go down to the genera-
tions yet unborn with its suggestive title.

Although the majority of the birds stuck to the
vicinity of their roost, yet continually slaugh-
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tored by tho unerring rifles of tho officers, appoar-
ing to ho too senseless to avert their doom‘ by
flying off, some, however, did go r(v(slclu.asly 11'11;0
tho vory camp of tho troopers. Tho 1>1czlcet~}1110
had long sineo been strotehed, and preparations
for the men’s ovening meal, seanty a8 it was to
he, woro falrly under way. But tho c?c)kg, ox-
pocting that somo of tho birds would, frightoned
ns they ovidently wero by tho deadly shots of the
officers, {ly into camyp in their hewilderment, wero
o littlo slow and perfunctory, anticipating thab
tho Hill of fare, that night at least, would vary
matorially from the customary horso-mont and
hard-tack,

Suro onough, soveral largo {locks * rounded up "’
in full viow of tho command just as tho firing
commonced. Tt was o curious ns woll as a vo-
markablo seeno to wateh the ovident surprise and
discomfituro of the birds to discover tho whole
ground wsurped by thoe soldiors; thoy were bowil-
dored hoyond tho power of doneription.  They
stood still for a fow moments scomingly para-
lyzed, but ag othor flocks hegan to onter tho camp,
all in tho quickost imaginablo timo flow into the
tallost trees. At this juncturo overy soldior was
goized with o desire to shoot, and o fusillado be-
gan right thore, resulting in tumbling off the
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huge limbs fifty or more of the crazed birds. OF
course, the remainder were driven away from
their roost, until the very air was black with the
alarmed and bewildered turkeys.

As tho dark night came on, not knowing where
to go, and failing to seek another quiet roosting-
place, back they all came, but in increased num-
bers, evidently determined to roost there or
nowhere. The air was filled and the ground coy-
ored with wild turkeys. They were dazed at the
turn affairs had taken, and great flocks ran, be-
wildered, right among the soldiers and wagons of
the supply train. Then was a scene enacted such
as perhaps was never before witnessed, nor has
it sinco, in all probability. All the dogs in the
command—and there was every breed and every
size in the camp, for the average American soldier
loves o dog and keeps as many as he can— joined
in the pandemonium that ensued in the chase
after the frightened birds, accompanied by &
fusillade which in point of rapidity and volume
of noise would have done credit to a corps in a
general engagement.

Some casualties occurred, of course, but no lives
were lost save that of a horse, under the follow-
ing circumstances: Omne of the troopers of the

Nineteenth Kansas’ Cavalry, who was in the act
~12 ’
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of loading hig animal to the picket-line at the
loight of tho chaso, was somewhat astonished to
find that hig faithful beast {ailed to respond to
tho tugging at his balter-strap as ho endeavored
to bring him to tho stretehod rope, and looking
around to discovoer the eautn, the excited trooper
gaw tho unfortunato animal on the ground, doad,
having been instantly killod Dy an errabic Dalll

Thoro was groad foasting in tho command that
night,  Novor did turkey tasto so doelicious as did
tho magnificont hirds sorved in overy concoivablo
sbylo at that lofo moal in camp on thoe classio
Washita, to the half-famished soldiers of the
famous Sovonth Cavalry and tho ganllant boys of
{ho Kansns regimont,
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