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THR WOOING OF AILKEY-NES-TOU.

T u poriad lato in the twon-
tiow, the Maundans, onoe of
the most intelligent tribos
of Tudinns on tho conti-
nent, were  almost wwept
oult, of oxigtoneo by tho
sgmall-pox, The story
eomes down o us in the
form of a tradition among

othor savages, but it is nov-
ertheless true, oy thoro nro
o Tow old trappors yob liv-
fng who remombor all the
MANDAN GHIEF. particulars of the evont.
The Mandane resided in tho vieinity of tho
mowth of the Yulluwutmu;, whore thoir villngos
woro pormanent for untold eonturied, and ob {'ﬂm
timo of the visitation of tho foll disoaso which
noarly annihilatod thom thoy (mmprim(l ahoub
threo thousand familios.
Shortly after sunrise, one morning in Juno,

) ' ito roclining idly on
1828, n young whito man was g idly
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one of the grassy knolls overlooking the village,
the great river, and the vast prairie stretching
westwardly from its bank. He was intently wateh-
ing certain movements in the town, where the
warriors were preparing for a grand hunt. In
the distance, the buffalo could be seen grazing in
immense herds, whose presence was the cause of
the commotion among the Indians. Soon he saw
hundreds of warriors, armed with bows, their quiv-
ers filled with arrows, emerge from the shadow of
their lodges, and in a long line ride out toward
the unsuspecting animals so peacefully feeding.
The old men and squaws alone remained in the
village, and they were gathered in anxious groups,
applauding the husbands, gons and lovers as they
went proudly forth to battle for that subsistence
which was their only dependence when the snows
of winter filled the now sunny valley.

A’ few moments after the warriors had disap-
peared in the purple morning mist of the prairies,
8 bevy of lightly dressed dusky maidens, in all
their savage beauty, wandered toward the sandy
margin of the Yellowstone to indulge in their
favorite amusement of swimming in its clear
gparkling tide,—for that stream in summer, like
a great brook, ripples and babbles over the

rounded quartz pebbles which compoge its bed,
~-16
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with as rhythmienl o {low a8 tho tiniest rivalet in
tho recessos of tho mountains.

Tt was this group of Indian muaidens that now

attracted tho guzo of the young stranger; one
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among thom particularly, not yob m)v(mi‘in(m, hub
more hoputiful than tho othors, walkad 1iko somao
society quoen on tho hoaeh ab Nowport, In o fow
momonts sho purposely soparated horself from
tho rost and directod hor stops townrd tho mound

i

THE WOOING OF AH-KEY-NEB-T0U 243

on which the young man was lying. e smiled
when he saw her evident intention, and a flush of
pride swept over his bronzed checks as he came
down to the base of the elevation to await her
approach.

The young girl thus seeking the intruder was
the affianced bride of ‘‘In-ne-cose’ (The Iron
Horn), prinecipal chief of the Mandans—old
enough to be her grandfather. She, the hand-
gomo Indian maiden, was known as ‘‘Ah-key-
nes-tou’’ (The Red Rose), and was the pride of
the Mandan nation.

The young man, who had with impatience
waited for her coming all the morning, was of
courso an American; an incipient doetor who
had enlisted in the service of the great Fur Com-
pany a year before, whose agency was at the
junction of the Missouri and Yellowstone rivers,
near the Mandan village. He had imagined him-
solf in love many times in St. Louis, where was
his home, but was now satisfled that he had
really never felt the tender passion until he saw
Ah-koy-nes-tou at the general store one day, some
months before the story of their fate commences.

‘When he discovered that the beautiful girl was
destined to be the fifth wife of the old chief
In-ne-cose—a cross, ugly Indian, and moreover
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nob o full-hlooded Mandun —hoe took pity on hor,
Toved hoer more than ever, and resolved to win hor
for himeelf.  Al-key-nes-tou Tad often admitted
to tho “ White Maedieine,’” as tho bhand of Man-
dane called the youthful doetor, that sho had
p deeided prediloction for himy that sho could
novor love the old ehief; but s her father had
Doen paid Tor her iy the presont of two horses,
aho folt hound to the hurgain gecording to Tndian
URRZO.

Tho doetor i n dozen interviews had told Ab-
koy-nes=tou of his deep tove; that heo was willing
to lonvo s homo foraver for her anko, and, mar-
rying hor, would hocome au adoptod son of the
tribo.  Bub poor “Ah-key,” us hor white admirer
always eatlod her, sousidornd horself in honor
pownd to heeomoe the wile of T1ell0=G0R0 ) GOTIHe-
uoently hoth tho youth and the madden wore por-
foetly misorablo.

Tnn o fow moments the doetor and Ah-koy mob ot
tho foot of the mouud, whore, without sponking,
thay sented themuolves on tho grass with which
the ground was covorod., Aftor looking ab her
silontly for some timoe, ho took the maidon’s hand
and said

«Tp in o long timo sinco Al-koy has como to hor

~ white lover. T have boon vory suadd; the sun shone

oo SR oSS At i i it
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brightly, but I could not see its brightness, for
you were far away. I learn that In-ne-cose in-
tonds soon to take you for his fifth wife. I want
but one; you are that one; my lodge is empty —
I eannot live without you.”

The Indian maiden trembled for a moment,
then answered: *“Ah-key-nes-bou’s heart is small,
but it is very red. My father has given me to the
great chief. Two lovers have come to me; my
heart ean hold but one. I see in it the face of
my young White Medicine only; but a river as
wido as the Missouri parts us. In-ne-cose has
given two horses for me; my father has spoken;
I must be the fifth wife of the great chief. What
can I do?”

The iden of Ah-key-nes-tou becomiﬁg the bride
of any other than himself, made the young doctor
almost wild, and he would have given vent to
gomo very emphatic language had not the girl at
that instant Baid to him: ““There is o snake in

the grass that the pale-face does not see,”” and she

pointed with her tapering index-finger to a spot
not far off, where' the weeds and sunflower-stalks
goomed to move by some other power than the
wind. Tt was In-ne-cose himself, who had stealth-
ily followed and was watching Ah-key-nes-tou.
“You must go to the village and eat with my peo-
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plo to-day,” pontinned tho trombling maiden, as i bath, the doctor descended, and moved quietly

gho looked imploringly toward her lovor, \ toward the nearest group of lodges.

The doctor was now sabisfied they had a dan- } First, he made o visit to that of a subordinate
LOPOUH BPY UPOD their netions, and grinding his Q ‘ chief who was friendly to both Ah-key-nes-tou and
tooth, hastened to obey hoer injunetion at oneo, | himself, looking with decided favor on his efforts
Tlo dured not kiss Ah=koy now, hub they exehangoed | to win the girl. Then he went to the lodge of
Ah-key-nes-tou’s father. He was received very
kindly, invited to breakfast, and when that was
digposed of, the pipe was passed around, an evi-
denco of the warm feeling the Indian entertained
for hig white guest. After some time devoted to
the fragrant fumes of the ‘“kin-ne-ke-nick,” the
r doctor opened up the subject always nearest his
,‘ heart—his desire to marry the old savage’s daugh-
tor. The father of the girl freely admitted thab
ho should be highly honored by such an alliance,
| but that his word had been pledged to the ““ Iron
Tlorn,” and as presents had been accepted from
him, the matter must be considered as settled;
that the tribe would never condone any deceit on
who love, whothor white, hluel, or rod; and a8 his part—he could noif, brezlmk his word. ‘
gho walkod awny ho shouldered his heavy riflo acd { Tho doctor agreed with his honorable host, that
ascondod the kuoll again, whers ho stood eroet for codo of lionor; nevertheless, e believed that the

o fow minutes so that the whole villagoe might seo oe
, - ' : j hing could be go arranged that it would be ac-
him. Roemaining whore he stood until Ab-koy- é thing could be & g

nog-tou had rojoined tho group of hor frionds on
the heach, where thoy woro proparing Lor thoeir

glancos,—n Tanguage that in understond by all

MANDAN CANOE.

the difficultics were great, according to the Indian

ceptable to all concerned. He then informed the
old man that a steamboat (or ¢ five-ship,’” ag the
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savages called it,) would arrive at the village
that evening. On it were his trunk, fent, and all
his belongings; he proposed to take up his abode
with the tribe. To this, War Eagle, the father of
Ah-key-nes-tou, cordially gave his approval; sug-
gosting that the mound from which the villagers
had first seen him that morning would be a suit-
able place to establish his lodge.

Just before sunset the guns of the steamboat
wore heard in the village as she rounded a sharp
point near her proposed landing-place. Immedi-
atoly the entire population, men, women and
children, flocked to the heach to see the wondez-
ful canoe that moved without oars. They re-
garded it ag a monster, gazing upon it with fear
and trembling every time it ecame up the river.

Early the ‘tiext morning, with the assistance of
gome of his Mandan friends the doctor landed his
traps and erected his tent on the spot designated
by War Eagle. His equipments consisted of a
neat camp bed, rich blankets, arms, ammunition,
and o medicine chest, together with hundreds of
little trinkets pleasing to the taste of the Indians
of both sexes. ‘

The enthusiastic young doctor had hardly got-
ten his things in shipshape before a messenger
from In-ne-cose arrived, demanding his presence
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ab tho couneil Todge. o abeywd the summons
from the hend ehief, of eourse, but ho could nob
divine why ho had heen gont for so muddenly, just
as ho had fxed Limself comfortably in his new
home.  Reaching the Tadgo whers the ehiefs and
Tiond men wern assomblid, he found thero nlwo
many wored wid ehildren of the tribe, evidently
axpoetant of kome gerious madter to b discussed.

Trene-como Bt in the conter of Wiy counselors, on
p mugnificently cnhroidered huffalo robe, pnok-
ing his groat pipo (rimmed with eagle-fonthors, oy
H{.{)lnul gyt Bgyplinn wuinniy, excopting thab
arotind T mouth there played o smilo of dovilish
import,

Ytanding near her father, who hud alko hieen
qummoned 4o the eouncil, was Ah=key-nes-tou,
dusley and hoaubiful in hor savage gracoe, with o
look of prido on her countonanen; {or was it nob
cortain thab sho was to ho the pubjeet for discus-
gion by tho suddoenly pesemblod warriors ?

Wrappod around tho ahouldas of tho slorn In-
Ho-GOR0 Wi 1 euriously wrowght Moxienn blankot,
tho sight of which, us tho doctor’s ayos foll upon
it, caused s wholo frame  to tremble. o
furnod pale, and his ontiro anpeet won thab of
fonr and doop solieitudo; but not a word did ho
uttor.
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As soon as those who were called to the couneil
had seated themselves, In-ne-cose rose and said:

“A pale-faced medicine-man has fixed his lodge
by those of the Mandans. We have plenty of
ground here; there are great herds of buffalo
roaming over the prairie, which the Great Spirit
hag sent to furnish food for his people; the rich
young warrior with a white skin is welcome to
his ghare of these. His heart is red, and he is the
friend of the Mandans. But he is alone; he has
no squaw to cook his meat or saddle his horse; no
one to make his bed of the soft skins of the buf-
falo; no one to shape the moccasins for his feet;
o hag no wife to bring home the game that he
Lills. e cannot get a slave to do all these
things, for we are at peace with every nation;
thore is no war. Ie must therefore take a wife
from among the young women of the Mandans;
thero are many. He can buy two wives, for he
ig rich; let him' choose when In-ne-cose takes
Ah-key-nes-tou. I have said 2

The doctor immediately arose from his place,
full of indignation and disgust at the old chief’s
cunning. Familinr with the language of tha
tribe, ho addressed the assembled warriors in
their own tongue. All eyes were riveted on him,
for the majority of those present, and many who
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woro absent, were in perfeet neeord with him in
s honorablo eflorts to win Ah-key-tes-tow from
the © Tron o, whom they foared bub did not
rospret.

fpenoscosn 18 dog 17 holdly hogan $ho doctor.
Tho eliofy gazed upon him with wonderment, but
without hotraying any emotion, *The Gred
Hpirit is angry,” continued the ordor, O n-noe-
cove im0 vilbmm guong ongles, and would earry
oft tho protbiost caglob, Bub the Greal Spirit
suys Lhab it whall not bo ko, Before the sun goes
down soven times morn, Tienescose will b dead |
Ty will take with him to the Tappy hunting
prounds muny Mundan warrior; many  youhg
wonen and ehildron —porhaps Alkoy-nes-tou; "
aid the young man wan deoply ailoeted,  Ho
morely addod tho chiof's own words, 1 hwvo
paid,” then sl down,

Tn n fow moments, when his foolings had par-
tindly rogained their normal state, ho roso nguin
to oxplain to tho now hewildered and wondoring
warrioms and womon what o mennt by the wwiul
prophoey ho Ind jusb ubborod.  Ilo told thom thatb
on thoe passage of the steambont up thoe rivoer, only
two days boforo sho had landed ab thoir village, o
Moxiean merchant on hoard hind died of a {right-
ful disoaso, tho smallpox!  ITe explainod how tor
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ribly contagious it was to those who were not
guarded against it by a great medieine operation
porformed by the white man. That the merchant
who had died of the disease possessed a blanket,
upon which he had breathed his lagt. In-ne-cose
had stolen that blanket off the boat, and had it
now wrapped around him, He told them that
overy Indian who went near him, who touched
that blanket, or even breathed the same air
where he sat, would die unless with his medicine
he could save them. The doctor continued :

“The Great Spirit is very angry. Darkness is
coming over the lodges of the Mandans. In less
than one moon, perhaps, not a lodge will be full:
You love Ah-key-nes-tou; let her go to the lodge
of tho pale-faced Medieine Man, and he will go to
that of the ¢ Tron Horn ’—but T fear it is too late.”

By the time the doctor had completed his re-
marks 80 fraught with portent, all those assem-
blod within the council lodge rapidly moved
themselves from the presence of In-ne-cose. He
however sab stoically emoking, apparently not
the leagt disturbed by the fearful predictions of
the doetor. In a few moments the old chief rose
again, and thus addressed himself to the pre-
gumptuous white man:

“TThe Great Spirit lives in the clouds. If he
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wills that all my people shall go to him, they
must oboy. My Littlo ones slept on the mystory
hlanket last night; they awoke this morning and
wore well,  Will the Bad Spirit toueh them ¢

Thon drawing the death«-blanket™  elosoer
apround bim, In-ne-coss apparantly  defiod the
ovil offeets of the wrap,  Bub shortly alterwerd
his dusky skin showed a slight pallor and ho
goomaod  steangely  agitabed, e again spoko,
though this time in w distarbed voice, addross-
i himsell, as helore, direetly to the doetor:

S ha chief of the Mandans is rich, 1o has
four squaws alrondy. 10 the young pale-faco will
drivo nway the Bad Spivit from the Hitle ones of
Tn-no-coss, ho may take Ah-key-nos-tou for his
wifn,"

The doctor, delighted at these words of the
hoend ehiof, grasped the old man’s hand, and told
him that he would do his hest to suve the ehil-
dron,  Then, ordoring Ah-kay-uos-tou's hrothoer
to load his sistor to his lodge on the knoll, ho
told anothor Indinn o go and bring his moedicino
ahiest to the lodge of Ineno-cosn,  Ilo then wont
to tho chief’s lodge himwelf, bhut on examining
tho little ones discovered it was too late Tor vac-
cination: tho blankot had dono its work |

Tho noxt day the pestileneo hroke out in a hun-
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dred lodges. Very soon the Indians were not able
to bury their dead —the latter outnumbering the
living. In less than a month, out of thres thou-
sand families only eight survived. Where the
Mandan village onece stood, even as late as thirty
years ago the traces of over eight thousand graves
could be seen. It was an awful visitation, almost
annihilating » whole nation |

In-ne-cose, as predicted by the doctor, was the
first to die. Ah-key-nes-tou was saved by prompt
vaccination, The doctor took her to St. Louis,
where they were married, the ceremony being
performed by that grand and good old Catholic
priest, Father DeSmet, who was stationed there
ab the time, and whose memory is kept green by
every tribe of Indians on the continent. Ah-key-
nes-tou was educated at one of the convents in
the Mound City, became the pet of society, and
her worthy husband a State Senator.
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