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THE TRAGEDY AT TWIN MOUNDS.
Ax INCIDENT OF THE INDIAN WAR OF 1866-"67.

HE highest points
of the divide sep-
arating the beau-
tiful valley of the
| Saline from the
Elkhorn, in cen-~
tral Kansas, are
two relatively ele-
vated peaks, close
together, known
all over the re-
gion as the Twin
Mounds. They
can be seen from
anywhere within
a radius of thirty
SUSIE REAUME. milés, cutting the

deep blue of the

sky on clear days as sharply as a summer thunder-
cloud. In their contour they are so exactly simi-

lar, even to two white patches of limestone on
96
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their southwestern slopes, that their name would
immediately suggest itself to a stranger, for never
were twins born so perfect in resemblance as these
dual masses of disrupted rock.

Under their conical shadow runs the trail of
the Mormon hegira to far-off Deseret, when that
sect was driven out of Illinois; and also that of
General John C. Frémont, on his memorable
‘“ Exploring Expedition across the continent in
1848, Until very recently, when it was ruthlessly
cut down, there stood in the valley, on the bank
of the Elkhorn, immediately below the mounds,
& large oak tres, at the foot of which the General
caused that mutineer to be shot, the circum-
stances of which are related in his itinerary of
that wonderful march.

But that was nearly a quarter of a century be-
fore the occurrence of the events to be related in
this story; and they date back nearly the same
length of time from the present. Both irails
may still be seen in places where the land has

- not yebt been subordinated to the plow; almost

obliterated wagon-tracks in the short buffalo-
grass covering that portion of the prairie through
which the expedition passed, which each recurring
season grow dimmer, and in a few more years will
have vanished forever,
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Tho valleys uf the Blkhom and Un_‘: Hnlim'\:.'um
hoavily timboered-—nro {mduy,» ;‘ultwwnly. They
woro o favorite haunb of the Indinnwg and elk,
butialo, hear, and wn oeensional prather Hn\};,(h“i‘.
tho rocky and vineeinvolved reeesses of the primi-
mlitfﬂtiif suyags and the boasts of the plain have
passed away, Now the land iﬁ‘full of harvests
and groon meads, Yeb the Taelian mnu‘mur now
a8 fhen wraps the lilly in its mellow tints; 1’_@1\0
grass grows hrown and rusty ns eneh gubimn fills
it moasure, and thoe duys, a8 in thie lnn&;’-’-u;’gu, Br0
as grund as the golden punshing of ilmt.; mmnnpuj
rublo geason of tho Cront Plaing over ]x;(gl}(ml up;
the mirage, a8 of old, woenves its fantastio fnm.m
oub of the charming lundseape, prd nnder cortnin
atmosphorio conditions & mun on fop of ong »uf
tho Twin Mouuds will appear, ns e ‘Nm 'N}_nw;iuﬁr
of the Brocken, like n hugo giunt in m}d»mr.
Whon Forb Tarker, on the Smeky ;lriill, ahoub
fiftoon miles south of the Twin 3\1’::\11;%, was u.u,.
tablished a8 o military post by Con, ITnneoek in
the fall of 1800, tho wholo vasb arew of mfmgml
Kansus was the hunting-ground of tho cmujl ped
bloodthirsty Choyennos, Arapuhoes, wnd 1(1(»\%::;&.
Thoir opposition to the intrusion of the whm:a
ranifosted iteclf ab overy opportuniby whoro 1b
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was possible to murder or carry into captivity.
The empire of the plow had just then dawned,
and the march of the homesteader but fairly be-
gun. The satanic genius of Indian hatred brooded
over the beautiful landscape, and the harvest of
the unlabored fields was blood.

It is true a few hardy trappers had for years
rogmed over the prairies and camped temporarily
on the banks of the wooded streams, but there was
no attempt at permanent sottlement except in
the immediate vicinity of the sevoral forts; but
they were established only from time to time at
remote distances from each other, generally on
tho line of the Oregon and Santa ¥ trail, under
the protection of which it was alone safe to re-
main in the country,

About the time tho site for the new post of
Tort ITarker had been determined upon, and .
troops —tho Fifteonth Infantry and Gen. Custer’s
Seventh Cavalry—were camped on the grassy bot-
toms of the river and creecks in the vieinity, wait-
ing for thoir pormanent quarters to be erected, a
bold and porsistont frontiorsman named Paul
Réaume, who had been a pioncer in the wilds of

Wisconsin twonty yoars before, emigrated from
that State to Kansas,

Aftor looking around for some time, visiting all
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tho inviting loealition of the new vmummmju}lLh,
i1 deeided uplnmititm to the advien of the m:ht,t.wy
puthorities st Fort Turker wl the cwmmmu‘]nqﬁz
goneral of tho deprrtment e took up o Mu:nu’
and ostablivhed & ruiiels wb n magnificent nprn‘xgg‘n,
fow hundred roda porth of the base of the Twin
Mounds. .
Rduume was o widower, hub his wldesb dn.u;gf\tm,
Supio = Qurk-haired, putlier Tinnedsony, sid withal
o modest, gentle girl of vightesieTopt Imum‘! noid
poted Lo ol of mother to Ler fonr young fﬂﬂharﬂ
and hrothers, whe loved i obeyed her with all
tlo intonsity of their warm natures, (Iis’tszuu wan
Trench hub ong generation t'nmnvml,? which sho
reoiprocated inan aqual degron, ey wers
charming little fumily, of moes e nied greater
rofinement than aro usually found in the nyersgo
pioneor immigrant. '

Mhe fortile valluy strotehing many niles ““?”*
and south afforded o rich pusturnge, pisl the melie
tively deop woods on the muergin of ilmjl*ilhhum W
splondid shelter in winter for the }w‘rd of li‘n
that Rénumo hud driven from hin old hnmm vﬁ?ﬂ)
ho built as his noeds zequired b eomfortnblo log
houso and apacious corruls, whiry with an M:Tm»
dance of gamo all around him, from thy trum-
feathored quail to the hugo wliggy-eonted Tflulo,
ho settled down to o lifo of rude sontentment,
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Of the many Government scouts at Fort Harker,
among whom were William F. Cody (‘‘Buffalo
Bill”), Willinm Iickok (“Wild Bill”’) and
othors, wag Jack
art. Iart was
8 young light-
haired boy, not
more than
twoenty-throoe
yoars old. Ile
was fairly woell Wy
odueated, noi-
ther slangy nor
dialectioc in
oxpression of
thought; cour-

ageous as a lion,
and oendowed
with a dogroeoe
of enduranco

SITTING BULL, CROW EAGLE, BUFFALO BILL,

under hardships incident to his voeation that was
marvolous in its contomplation by & novice. Jack
wag a remarkably fine ghot with eithor riflo ox xo-
volvor, Iocould toss up an empty oystor can and
pub overy ball out of his two Colts into it hefore
it foll to tho ground, and either ¢‘ croase’’ or con-
tor tho heart of an antelope at five hundred yards,
as ho might elect.
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He was as keen on the trail as any Indian,
whose original astuteness and strategy he had
magtered, and was the superior of the savage, a8
is any white man when once thoroughly familiar
with their cunning. Besides, in thab quick per-
ception and determination go essential to success
in the moment of danger, when dealing with the
‘wily nomad of the Plains, Harb was unequaled by
any other scout I ever knew, and I have inti-
mately known all who have figured at all con-
spicuously during the past thirty-five years.

Jack was & gi‘ea,t favorite with all the officers at
the military posts in the whole Department of the
Misgouri; had their entire confidence, and when
any duty in his line became necessary requiring
exceptional bravery, judgment and promptness
in its execution, Hart was invariably detailed, if
present, to perform it.

One day in April, 1867, as he was returning
from the Platte river to Fort Harker with a com-
pany of the Fifth Calvary he was guiding to the
post, they halted at the gpring where Réaume had
established his ranch, to feed the horses, rest and
water. Then for the first time in his life Jack
saw Susie Réaume, who was cheerfully preparing
an excellent dinner in her father’s modest cabin
for the officers of the command, who had politely
requested of her something to eat. '

Ak
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Tt was the same old story of mutual love, the
moment their eyes met; and ever after that mem-
orable noon halt, when Hart had a day off he
would mount his own roan broncho Tatonks, ride
across the country to the Twin Mounds, and pour
out his heart’s thoughts to the gentle and con-
fiding Susie, who before a month had elapsed
promised to be his wife.

¢«There’s no chaplain at the post now,” said
he, one evening after they were engaged, as they
were gitting on the porch of her father’s cabin in .
the bright moonlight, discussing plans for the
future and building those airy castles in space a8
lovers are wont; *but I heard from the adjutant
yesterday that one had been ordered to Harker
from Fort Leavenworth, under an escort of &
squadron of the Fifth Cavalry. They will be up
in a couple of weeks, and when he arrives we will
get married immediately. Eh! darling 27 plead-
ingly continued Jack. ‘ S

Susie blushingly assented to Hart’s importunity,
and then he told her that he had saved enough to
gbock a ranch and build a house; that lie proposed
to leave the Government employ as soon as they
were married, take up a ¢claim” on the Elkhorn
near her father’s, so that he would not be sepa-

rated from her at all, or she from hexr family. Then




104. TALRE OF THE TRALL

Jaok, aftor eautioning Résume, who had long bo«
fore givon hig consont Lo the proposed mateh, to
koop a sharp lookout for Tudinny, sturtod shoub
midnight on his lonely ride haek to Fort Harker,
whoera ho was obliged to bo pnrly the next morning,

Juek arrived af the
post Tougg Before duy-
light, and went {o
Iiwl, When he ro-
ported to the eom-
manding  oflieer the
next mornmy immes
dintely after guards
mount, he found
himself (much {o
hin disgunt, now that
ho was in love) or-
dured to guidoe o
peouting=party  com-
posed of four companios of tho Boventh Cuvalry,
commanded by Col. Keogh, to the regicon of Paw-
noo Rock and the Cireat Bend of the Arkmines,
soventy milea to tho soubhwunb of urkor, whore
the Xiowns, undor the leadursbip of the dreaded
Ghiof Sa-tan-ta, had beon for the past furbuight
suceorsfully raiding the overlund conchos sl
the froight caravans to Now Moxico,

SASTANTA,

THE TRAGEDY AT TWIN Mouxps 106

The command to which Hart was attached
remained away, having occasional brushes with
the Indians, for several woeks. During its absence
the allied tribes had become excessively impudent
and threatening. They culminated their atroei-
tiog in a most flendish and cruel massacre of the
gettlors on Spillman ereek, upon the receipt of the
nows of which the Government determined to in-
sugurate an extonded campaign against them, in
which Gon. Sheridan was to take the field in per-
gon, with such famous Indian-fighters for his licu-
tonants as Gons. Sully, Custer, Carr, and others.
Consequently all tho scouting-parties wero called in
to thoir respoective stations by courier, to prepare
for the impending great conflict.

Of course, the momont Iart returned to Fort
Harker he made preparations to leave for the
ranch at Twin Mounds and the girl who had so
photographed herself on the tablots of his mem-
ory. It wag oarly the noxt morning after his
arrival at the post; hoe had sghaved, put on o new
guit purchased from tho sutler, and otherwise
made himsolf presentable after his long scout.
But he had hardly cinched the saddle on Tatonka
bofore an orderly came to tho corral and informed
him, that the commanding officer desired his pros-
ence at once. So Jack, with terribly depressed

\LS L

COUNTY COMMU
e ME 30 KDY - Great S




UNTY COMMUNIT
24% NE 50 KD - Great Bend,

106 PALER OF TUE TRATE

foolings and montally cursing his luek, mounted
his horso snd rodo plowly up to hyndunrtors,
whero he found the Coneral ptanding on thae poreh
waibing to receive i, o
e Taok, wadd T, aw tho seount (iiaxxxt:txtxtcn<1, “I'm
awfully sorry Lo b unuwvllml tn eall upon you
to make another trip pight awny, when you have
just roturned from sueh o dong one, bub tho faek
14 thoro s nob another seout b the ponty they are
all swny, T wanb you to glart inimedingely for
tho Saline,  Purb of the Pifth Covalry wree en
poute from Fort Sunders here, wivl will probubly
vonel thn ford northwest of Tort, Haya gt i
to-duny, Tt is now only wix ateloek," Tooking ab
hig watehy ©fyou cen peaedt Ll s s s they
du—hofory, il ol sfarh uow. i gt anes and
gruido this i Phey don't ke sy thingg nlonh
that country ol viver, Y rerember how
toreibly hroken s oub there,  Heme are Hn‘xm\«
dispateles you uro o give T whomever ot firul
in eommaad 3" und hunelod the seont o small
packago of papers.

AL pight, sir,” replied Hurl, e I put the
bundlo in (o Dreastpocked of s flanmel ghivty
@ off now, us koon as Lo boomy gunrters Tor
my snddlohags pued enrbine’

With o end Tieart as he enst s pyes on the hlue
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cones of the Twin Mounds, looming up so suggest-
ively of the ranch ab thoir base, Jack left the
post in a fow minutes after his interview with
Gen. Sully, fully mindful of the responsible duty
intrusted to him. Iart made excellent time. He
was anxious to get back as goon as possible. By
two o’clock he had crossed the Saline, and when
about three miles the other side of where the
handsome little village of Sylvan to-day nestles
#0 picturcsquely in the wealth of woods surround-
ing, ho met the troops, to whose commander he
roported, and delivered his dispatches, o turned
with them to the river, where, as it was now past
threo, the command went into camp for the night.
Aftor grazing Tatonks for half an bour, feeding
him gomo corn, and eating his own dinner, the
thought suddenly struck Juck to ask permission
to go over to the raneh at the foot of the Twin
Mounds, whose dual peaks wore plainly visible
only fifteen miles away to the southeast as the
crow flies.  Tho colonel cordially grantod Juck’s
roquest,  ITo promised o join the column on the
{rail early in the morning before it had marehed
any great distance; then, at the commanding
officor's suggostion, Juck drow in the sand with
his finger a rough map of the route to Forb
Taker, supplomenting it by pointing oub certain
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divides and Jedges of roek that could plainly be
goen on the trail from where tho colonel aud the
geout stood,

When Joek had finished ho Jeft tho eamp for
tho spot where ho hnd given Tin heart moro than
wo months before, his soul filhisd with rapture ab
the prospoct of roon mecsting again the gentle girl
ho lovod.

Tis horso wus n modiumesized hroneho, full of
powor and endurnnen, whiech T knew could eanily
moke Résume's raneh i threo honrs, That
would bring him {hery nboub weven o'elock, in
time for suppor, and more than hour snd o
half boforo durk, o Tin atruck g bee-lino for the
Mounds, his foelings betber fmagined than dis
seribod; an oestany indufinabln exenpb to thimo
whoso oxporienen Jins Twon similar to that of tho
ovorhappy Aeoub.

Tho sun wus jusb winking bulow the horizon
whon Jack arvived ab the Blkhern, in the immoe-
diate vieinity of tho raneh, A flond of golden
light poured into the hesutiful Tittle vulluy o ho
crossed tho ford nnd entered tho eireudar grove,

in the middlo of which Rénume hud built his log
cabin and corruls,  As ho rodo teward tha plase
whoro the clustor of rude Iutbs should T, Tin eyon,
which were ordinarily as keon and ua hright as su
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eagle’s, suddenly filled, for he looked upon a scene
that caused his bronzed cheeks to blanch and an
exclamation of horror to escape his lips, The
cabin was roofless, and the green timber compos-
ing its sides and ends was still slowly burning.

 Cheyennes !’ he muttered with set teeth, as
ho unslung his carbine, spurred his horse forward,
while a prayer for the safety of the girl he loved
was formulnted in his brain. When he reached
the opening where the once happy home was so
picturesquely located he drew up on the reins, and
a8 Tatonka stopped o deep groan escaped Jack.
Lying under the mighty trees, close to the ruing
of the eabin, were the scalped and mutilated re-
maing of Rénume and his four youngest children.

But where was Susie, the woman he loved ?
Dazed and stupefied for a moment, Jack began
to search for her body. She was not with the rest
of the murdered family. ¢ Oh, my God!” he
eried in his agony, ¢“ has ghe boen saved for a fate
worse than death! Carried off n miserable captive
among tho soulloss savages? Great God, nol I
cannob think of it. Sooner would I see her hero
dond with the others!?”’

Although almost overcome with grief, and furi-
ous with passion as theso thoughts, so terrible
in their contemplation, erowded thick upon his
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brain, ho was dotermined not to loso his welfcon-
trol,  Pausing for o moment, eautiously Tooking
around to assuro himsedd that noony of the paint-
bedoubed fiends wero Turking in the timber, ho
dismounted, el his horss o an oake sapling,
walkod 1o whers his dead frivnds lay, and xilently
oontemplated the horeid Tutehery, Ho dured nob
think of the proluble fat of the faithful young
girl who lud promised to Dy Tiw wifiy, but ho uts
tored hibtur curss against tho demons who Tl wo
wantonly, snd withoub the slightiat provoestion,
aunihilated tho peaeeful 1itto fumily, I mworo
to Timsolf that T would have ton lives for one, in
is dotormined rovenge,  ITn turned nway, vick ab
houtt, from, thoso vietims of Tudian Tindvod, sl
walked glowly toward the spring to queneh L
foverish thirsb and to ealleed his duzed ideas.
Tt was six or seven rods from whers the eabin
Lad sbood to tho wall of reck i the Lillwide out of
which the water gushed, and it wis complotely
hiddon by & dunso growth of cobtonwoods, w itows
and olders, covoring more than an nera,  As lo
appronchoed the edge of this tungled thickot, o low
moan reachoed his eur; whether animal or hnuuan,
go faint was ib, Lo could not distinguish,
Stopping for an instant, overy sensy on the
alort, ho cocked his enrbine, and listoned ation-

st
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tively. The strange sound was repeated. He
moved cautiously on the narrow trail. Then sud-
donly as lhe arrived ab the spring, which made
quite & pool as it fell from a shelf of sandstone,
with & ery of horror from his lips he saw prone
on the ground, her pale mouth just touching the
wator's edgo as it flowed in & diminutive rivulet,
the apparently lifcless hody of Susie Réaume.

¢ Qugio, my darling!?” cried he, as he knelt rev-
erently by her side and kissed her forchead, for he
boliovod her certainly dead. But the girl’s eyes
opencd as gho folt the warm impress of his lips,
and she looked up into his anxious face with an
unmistakable glance of recognition, vainly essay-
ing to spenlk.

¢ Qh, Susio, are you seriously hurt? Tell me,
if you can,” ho lovingly ploaded, as he then for
tho first time noticed, with fear depicted on his
countenance, & pool of dried blood on the sod be-
neath her.

After an evident strugglo shoe laboredly gasped:
«Yog— Jack —hore,’” touching her right side
with hor loft hand, eausing hor much offort: to
accomplish it. ‘

Jack at once commenced to unfasten her dress,
butb sho instinetivoly attompted to raise her arms
to provent him, while a delieato blush spread over
hor pale face.
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¢ Guaio, doar,” suid Juck, us ho understood what
her motion was intended to conyey to hing, f‘ thero
aro no woman's hands hers to do what under the
cireumstances must bo dones an, darling, lob thero
bo no falso modesty. T want to snve you, and you
want to live.” ’
Upon this appeal sho nutdo 1o more rnamm‘mzu,
bub her eyes closed, and the glow of her maiden
deliency decpened, whilo J ack, with tho mur‘&b
gnered foolings, eub open her hodico with his
ahoath-lnifo and oxposed her virgin bosom to tho
ovening bresze,  On tho right pide, immedintely
on o 1ine with Lot shouldur, ho discovered an ugly
laneo-wound, which hud blud so profusely thab
gho had fuinted, and was alnost exhoustod wlen
Tack found her,  Tho wound had evidently whopped
flowing some timo sinco, aid fortunately the hladoe
had not penotrated her Tungs; ab Tenst #o thought
Tack in his careful and gontlo examinabion, deter-
mining tho matter from tho faet that thoere was
10 hemorrhage from her mouth, nud ho silently
thanked God.

Tt was now long aftor sundown,  In the lingee
ing twilight he eorefully washed the wound with
wator, using a portion of her skirt o Jud eub off
for the purpose. Complebing thin office, and
Jbinding on & woeb compross, Joek then movaed her
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tenderly to a mat of soft buffalo-grass near by,
made & pillow of his saddle, and a covering for
her out of his saddle blanket, then busied him-
gelf in making her a cup of coffee, a supply
of which and a small pot he always carried with
him.

The coffee and some hardtack he had, revived
the wounded girl very materially, reduced the in-
cipient fever which had set in, and permitted her
to fall into a gentle slumber; while Jack, under
the brilliant constellations of the ineomparable
June night, nursed her through its silent watches.
The poor fellow leaned patiently over her with
looks of the most tonder solicitude, bathing her
temples now and then with water from the gpring
when ghe became the least restless, and occasion-
ally running his fingors through her dark ringlets
with the fondness of & young but constantly grow-
ing affection—for it was his firet love, and he
had given his soul up to it with all the strength
and weakness of hig passion,

The sun, though not yet above the horizon of
the valley, was just gilding the erests of the Twin
Mounds next morning whoen Susie awoke with a
glanco of approving affection on Jack. Although
sho did not spoak, there is o language of looks

which ig suffieient for the purposes of love. As
—8
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Tho quiotly Kissed T T underatoond 36 purteetly,
andd 16 filled his woul with joy. ’

Tack then, after His ablutions b the spring,
mado o littly five, pub on his coffrespob, which
goon hoiled, wied whil it was wettling hiey (‘-:n(}“lﬂly
washed the wounded givl's faee pind plued g fresh
comprras on the eruel Liodty i Jier widde,

After Susio had partaken o D Trogal bk
funb, 8hie wag able Lo conversen {rew b, ' Hl}ﬁ
exprossil Terself in words that wern e n
Taok's cars, of thi deepred peatitudn nnd ove for
tho eare ho had bestowed wpon Lier, wrsring him
phat Tt for his opportane enming and dovogion,
aho would howrs sinen have b dend,

€D vou think, Susiv, you could vidy onomy
horse ‘?’: pleadingly fgquired Jack, Wn‘vm;ld
ronch Fort Hurker cuely in the alternean, if you
havo strengtl vnough (o il i Lhe sadedle, and ean
hoav the fatigue, T wm eerfain yoi preedd e doe
for's curo and o woman's nursing. Wern ib pods
giblo to leave you Diere, Tyonbd meko the post in
threo hours, and bring buck un pnthudanes for
you. Bub that would requirg every mimliu {rom
now unbil four o'clock; nud o eompel you to

romadn hero wnd alone until T oavtaen, with the
Tndiang  porhaps hovering  sround,  vanunot be
thought of .
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Susie was now sitting up, leaning against the
trunk of a big elm to which Jack had carried her,
in order that she might be more comfortable;
and in answer sho said: -

“I think I am strong enough, Jack. I must
be.  That is the only thing that can be done. I
have n’t much fever now, and my wound hasn’t
bled any since yestorday. Let’s try, at least.
I've lots of courage—you know that—and I
beliove that I can make the trip.”’

Jack then watered Tatonka, saddled him, and
aftor tying him to a tree, told Susic he would go
up on the hill and make a reconnoissance before
thoy started; that he would be gone only ahout
ten or fifteen minutes, and not to worry during
hig absonce.

Thoe sun was fairly above the horizon when Jack,
with only his shoath-knifo, started for the bluffs
above the creek bottom, where he could seo over
the country for miles. ITo wanted to satisfy him-

aolf whether there were any Indians skulking in
the vieinity, as ho dared not take sueh desporate
chances, handicapped with the helpless girl, as he
would if ho were going to make the trip to Fort
Harker alone.

He had not forgotton his promise of the after-
noon bhefore, to join the eavalry column and guide
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it to tho post; consequently ho was romowhat dis-
turbed ab first,  Bub when ho left the colonel ho
of course nover imagined that sueh n fato had be-
gallon Rénume's ranch and the girl Jack loved,
Qo tho seout did not, when ho somsidered the mat-
tor o moment, weigh his duty in s sealos of his
affoetion.  ITo would v raerifiead place, £ riends
and overything to suve his aflinnend.  What muy
would hlamo him ?

Ho had just reached the seeond hottom ahovae
tho oreck and was emorging from the heavy growth
of timbor oub on the prairie b the foot of tho
mosb southerly of the Twin Mounds, when ho wus
confronted by a monstrous she-panther, with
threo young ones nob mors than Hix wuu]m old,
Ordinarily, that animal of the genus felis will not
attaek man,— proferring, rather, to phrink {rom
lis presence, unloss provoked by wounds,  But in
this instanco both Mart and the prnther wers faco
1o fneo on tha edgo of the woads hefora they wern
awaro of tho faet,  Whieh wak tho moro surprised,
the man or tho benst, it would have beon diffieult
to detorpine,

T¢ thero had boen no littlo ones with her, in ull
probability the pauther would have incontinently
hounded into the timbor at the firet glanes of
Tack’s oyos; bub the prossneo of the kittens
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aroused the maternal instinet for their safety.
So, with a low growl and a characteristic *‘spit”’
at him, ghe flew at the scout’s breast, fastening
her great claws into his shoulders before he could
draw his knife, and they both fell by the sheer
impotus of the cat’s onset.

Jack, unfortunately for himself at this junc-
ture, had left his carbine and revolvers with
Susie. Bho could use them very effectually in
cage of emergency, but sho was too far away to
be able to hear him if he should ecall, and too
weal to come if she could hear him. Now, his
only dependence for defense from the murderous
attack of the ferocious beast was his knife, but
he was an expert in its use.

Thoy struggled fearfully, the infuriated animal
endoavoring to ingert its teeth in the scout’s
throat, which luckily he succeeded in preventing
by the dexterous use of his knife. But in the
awfully unequal battlo he wag terribly cut by the
gharp, active claws of the enraged hoast, and
wag bleeding profusely from more than a dozen
wounds already inflicted on his shoulders, legs
and body. IIe had, fortunately, been able to
keep the cat’s great paws off his face.

At last, by one desperate effort Jack succeeded
in giving » home thrust in the region of the crea-
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fure’s heart, which ended the alruggeleg lm!‘k‘ily
far hiny, too, fornb that moment e swo meil 11"(1]11
Toss of hlood.  The paidher Tosmeted T hold—
who was dewd,

This fnal offort of the gooud, oeerresd on the
extremo edgo of a roeky PITTRE wh'\tlwf‘ hoth man
and bonst had been forend during thelr (h"mpuml,u
fight,  Delow this shelf, nto o SHHUUU‘j& .ut vnly o
f&w foct, fortunately, the level pradrie hugged
the timber, the latter throwing o tep shade
ovor the spob.  Iuto thin grassy 1ittle lfhw“ }‘mLh
Hart and the panther fil] o B dnionisibln im.:m
loss of blood, with the lifelren boast tlongeide
him. | |

Ty the cavalry canp on b Haline the (,l'tn't»l)tﬁx'ﬂ
woro husily grooming their forsed wb the piekets
lino. Pho eapbaiug of comparuies neat h‘y W
auporintending this fmportant duty, whils {the
eolonel, surrounded by wpgroup of offieers, m:nrly
all of whom wors smoking their mubutinal pipes,
gbood in front of headquartiers ek, drinking in
the churming landsenpo and deligious fl‘HHllI\(!be
of the onrly summer Morning. Huddinly, as lis
oyos happoened to resb upon tho double cones of
tho Twin Mounds that loomed up blue and eloarly
defined in tho coming light from thn oust, ho
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pointed in their direction with a field-glass he
had in his hand, and exclaimed:

“ Look, gentlemen, look! Amirage! amirage!”

Every one turned; and presently, while all were
gazing with enchantment on the strange phenom-
enomn, far above the peaks, in the sky, but inverted,
two moving figures appeared, surrounded by that
waving purple mist characteristic of the mirage

il X } b
: B

THE MIRAGE.

on tho Groat Plains. One of the celestial appari-
tions wag in the similitude of a man, the other of
o boast. Both were gigantic and exaggerated in
outline; both were grappling in a deadly struggle!
Lvory soldior stopped his work to watch the
curious picture sugpended in the hoavons; some
rogarded it with a superstitious awe, thoroughly
frightened at the manifestation, which they never
dreamed of asg within the range of possibilities.

e ME 30 KDY - Great S
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The eolonel Tecognized the huge figure of the
man in tho elouds, disproportioned as ho was, to
Do the seout who had left him e aflernoon hioe
fore, but what tho hoast was nono of the men
could mako oub.

«Cpont Casnrl ' eried thy eolonel; “what o
placo for u battle, away up thers in the cloudsl
Tt reminds me of Lookout Mountain, when T wah
with Iooker.”

Tovory ono intently watcehed the strnnge comtbat,
Allod with oxeitoment ab the novelty of the thing,
until presontly tho figures appested to fall over
an immonso proeipies and vanish, although they
goomed to disappear with an upward movement,
Then thero wne nothing left but the inverted
mounds, the woods and tho prairio of the won-
derful mirago; it, too, wan all dispollod in s fiw

moments moro,

Thoe solonel turned to his adjutunt and ordored
“hoots and saddlos” soundoed at onew,

“Tor wo must ho off,’ anid ho, addressing the
officors nround him gonorally. ** Lifo may depend
‘wpon our promphuess in renching the nesne af that
strange confliet.”

T loss than o quartor of an hour the column
had movod out, hoaded in n ** bus-line™ for the
Twin Mounds, overy man in the whole command

e —
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as anxious as his comrade to reach the place, for
all were excited over what they had witnessed.

It required four hours of brisk marching before
they arrived on the plateau at the base of the
Mounds, and by that time it was past eleven
o’clock, and intensely hot. The command halted
there, while the colonel, the adjutant, the sur-
geon, several other officers and a dotail of five
enlisted men institutod a seareh for the misging
scout.

In o little while they found the bodies of Hart
and the panther close together, lying in the shade
of the huge oaks, where they had fallen in their
last struggle, and when they had disappeared to
those who had watcehed the combat from their
eamp on the Saline.

Upon examination, the surgeon discovered that
the scont was alive, but terribly lacerated by the
gharp claws and teeth of the panther, as well ag
badly bruised in congequence of his fall from the
ledge of rocks, though no bones were broken, nor
were any of his wounds necessarily serious. Ie
had morely becomo insensible from loss of blood
and exhaustion incident to the awful struggle.
The doctor placed a flask of brandy to the uncon-
scious man’s mouth, which he pried open with
Jack’s own knife, still elutched in his right hand
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when discoveted; and in a few moments, as the
stimulating liquor reached his stomach, he slowly
opened his eyes, looked around in s bewildered
manner at first, then apparently taking in the
situation of affairs at a glance, partially raised
himself, and in a hoarse whisper, pointing in
the direction where he had left her, said:

¢ Guste Réaume! Near the gpring!: Quick, for
God's sakel” _

«Who ?  replied the astonished doetor; ‘‘ Su-
sie, & woman, here too 27’

Jack had by this time gotten over his dizziness
gomewhat, and was ahle feebly though intelli-
gently to convey the story of the awful massacre
at the ranch, his relations to the wounded girl,
and the state of affairs when attacked by the
panther. Then looking at the sun, and realizing
that hours must have elapsed gince he had left
Susie, he urged the doctor fo- go at once, upon
which he attempted to get on his feet to guide
him to the epot, but he was too weak yet, and
would have fallen if one of the men had not
caught him.

No! nol? exclaimed the doctor, when he di-
vined Jack’s intention; ‘*don’t try to walk yet.
1711 leave one of the troopers to look after you
and I 711 go and attend to the young girl immedi-

L]
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ately. You ’ll be all right in half an hour; then
you can follow.” ‘

So, with directions from Jack, the doctor, the
colonel and two soldiers started for the spring,
which they found without any difficulty, the trail
to that point having been explained in such a
clear manner by the anxious scoub.

Entering the maze of willows by a well-heaten
trail that led from the kitchen door of the de-
stroyed eabin, they found Susie in nearly the
same position in which Jack had left her early in
the morning, sitbing on the grass against the big
elm, weak and feverish. She involuntarily gave
a little ery of surprise when she saw the officers
approaching, and with a slight blush mantling
her cheeks, laid the rifle she had raised from the
ground at her side when she first heard footsteps,

_back in its place, and bowed her head gracefully

in response to the colonel’s courteous salutation.
Both he and the doctor were surprised to find so

much refinement and culture ag Susie evinced, in

such an unloocked-for place.

“Miss Susie,” said the colonel, ag he irvesisti-
bly lifted his hat to the charming picture of rus-
ticity, ““I have brought our surgeon, at Jack’s
request, who will see what he can do for youn, and
then we ’11 find means to transport you comfort-
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ably to Forb Tarker, where youw ean b properly
eared for, Tho doctor will tell you ull about
Jack’s mishap— there, don’t ho alarnund,”’ an
Qusio made n convulsive stark; *he's all right,
and will ho hero presently.”” Then howing again,
tho ecolonel and his two men retired some dise
tanco, while the doctor, as modestly as possiblo,
examined the gentlo girl’s wounuds, and told Ty
tho story of Jack's slrange nelventum,

Qusio Dénumo was o givl of tho strongest affee-
tions, hub not in the Teast dogres demountrative.
Tor griof ab tho horriblo fute of her futher, hroth-
ors and sisters was as deep ns the vireumstanees
wero appalling, her love for the young seout as
pure as it would bo euduring; hut on hoth sub-
jocts of tho sorrow which had some to her in o
singlo day sho was reticont, or communiended so
1ittlo that tho fest improssions of the eolonel and
tho doctor were that sho was us vmotionless as o
marblo statue,  Thore was npvoer a greater orror
of judgment: concealment of her ahguish was o
prominent charnctorisbio of her nuturo, while sho
sufforod unutterablo montal torture.

By the timo tho doctor had finished drossing
Yugie’s wounds the command was well ontablished
in camp on the stream, and dinner in progross.
Juck had returned to the spring too, holding s
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conference with the colonel as soon as he arrvived
there, explaining that he was not a quarter of a
mile away from a good trail to Fort Harker, that

“ran & little distance west of the Elkhorn, where

they now were.

Jack was thinking and congratulating himself
upon the curious chain of circumstances which
had thwarted all his plans, provided better for
the wounded Susie, and at the same time saved
hig honor, if indeed it were at all involved, in
breaking his word to the colonel.

Both of the doctor’s patients in a short time
recolved some excellent nourishment, prepared by
tho hospital stoward out of the medical stores, un-
dor the surgeon’s direction, reviving the wounded
girl materially and putting Jack fairly ‘“on his
feot ' again, for ho was ‘s tough ay a knot.”

About half-past two the column was ready to
movo oub.  Susio was made comfortable on a lit-
ter, fashioned after the Indian method of trans-
porting thoir wounded, constructed of saplings
and blankots, which was carcfully slung boetweon
two puaek-mules of the supply train, respectively
led by two troopors dotailed for that duty. This
novel equipagoe tho colonel ordered to march in
advance of the column, so that the dust raised by
tho company’s horses should not annoy Susie;
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whilo Juek, who wus able to mount Talonka,
though he was orribly sors and 8GUT, rode plong-
gido of her and piloted the eommand on the Leadl,
Boloroe they 1efb {1 ruined paneh, however, the
colonel ennsed the hodies of  the unflortunsto
Rénunies 1o by lemporarily interred woed Laren
gbones pub over their geaves, to provont the wolvig
from Qigeing vp and erbinge Ll T ot their
bonen, s 16 wad Trart s dntention to have Al
tnken to tho post aind dveently Baeied i fhe Tits
tlo cometery thero,

Aftor an eventful mareh G conmautind arvived
ab Fort ITarker just na U sun wi ackiinge, whors
Susio was kindly eared for, and Jaele wend to his
own quurbers, to ho patetid up and plastored by
the post surgeon.

ek wus oub and rendy for duty wside o a
wonk 3 hut Susie did not gain mpidly. Bheseeed
to ho slowly wasting awey with w fover, theih
tho wound i her sl hed eomed, sl Pl o
no longer danger Trony thab sowres, [h wos Al n
terriblo agony of Twr soul; sho did nok complaig
and tho doctor was puzbed,  The wwlul sentsl
atrain tneident {o whad she had prssed through,
coupled with the morhid fear that tho marriage
with tho man #ho loved could neb bo consum-
mated, was doing its work. Ouly time, the gresd
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healer of sorrows, could bring relief, and both she
and Jack were impatient.

The weeks dragged their weary length along,
and the golden October days eame before she was
convalescent; bub with that subdivision of the
year came also the inauguration of that celebrated
winter campaign against the allied tribes, for
which Gen. Sheridan had been making vigorous
preparations all summer. Of course there could
be no marriage now until the war was over, and it
lIasted (offieinlly) for one hundred and sixty-three
days, counting from the 21st of October, but vir-
tually ending with Gen. Custer’s annihilation of
Black Kettle and his band of warriors in the
hattle of the Waghila, in November, ’

At last, in Moy, 1809, that month of floral
beauty on the Central Plaing, on a delicious Sab-
bath morning, Jack and Susie were married by
the post chaplain in the large unoceupied ward of

*the hospital at Fort Marker, which had been gar-

landed with wild flowors, roges predominating, and
great hunches of the ereamy-petaled yucea, for the
peension.

Gong, Sheridan, Custor, Sully, and all thoe of-
flecms, with their wives, who were part of the gar-
rison gtationed there, graced the ceremony with
theiv presence.  Bulfale Bill, Wild Bill, and all

S L

COUNTY COM



NTY COMMUNITY
NE 50 RD - Gres 4K

128 TALES OF THR TRAIL

the other famous scouts on duty at Fort Harker,
were also present; and many pubstantial presents
were Teceived from all the distinguished guests by
the favored couple.

Nearly a quarter of a century has elapsed since
then. All the famous generals mentioned are
dead. Hart is now a prosperous ranchman, with
large herds of mild-eyed Jerseys and broad-hacked
Shorthorns peacefully grazing in his extensive pas-
tures. On the porch of his beautiful home, Susie,
now a stately matron, and Jack with his pipe in
his mouth, may be seen sitting in their large arm-
chairs at the close of day, resting from the labors
the ranch imposes. A bevy of handsome children
are busy with hammock or swing under the great
trees of the lawn; and as the twilight gathers,
the old folks relate to the little ones the story of
those terrible hours on the Elkhorn so many years
ago—a picture on ‘‘ memory’s wallg?? that time
can never efface.
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