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PREFACE

Trere are seven historie trails crossing the groat plains
of the interior of the continent, all of which for & por-
tion of their distence traverse the geographical limits of
what is now the prosperous commonwealth of Kansas,

None of these primitive highways, however, with thd
exception of that oldest of all to far-off Santa IMé, has o
more stireing story than that known as the Salt Lake
Trail, ’

Over this historieal highway the Mormons made their
lonely Hogira to the valley of that vast inland sea. On
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o its shorves they established a city, marvellous in its con-
HHANE & DuMPANY, \ coption, and o momument to the ability of man to over-
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come almost insuperable obstacles —the product of a
faith equal to that which inspired the crusader to battle
to the death for the possession of the Holy Sepulehre.

Over this route, also, were made those world-renowned
oxpoditions by Fremont, Stansbury, Lander, and others
of lesser fume, to the heart of the Roeky Mountains, and
beyond, to the blue shores of the Pacific Ocean.

Over tho sume trackless waste the Pony Lixpross exe-
cuted those marvellous feats in annihilating distance, and
the once famous Overland Stage lumbered along through
the scomingly interminable desert of sage-brush and
alkali dust — avant-couricéres of the telegraph and the

Prews of Trane & Tompane railroad.
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One of the collaborators of thin volume, Caluel W, ¥,
Cody (“Buffalo Bill™), bogan hin remarkahin PREEOE, an
& boy, on the Salt Lake Trail, and laid the foundationg
of a life which haw made him w conspivnons Americsn
figuro at the closo of this century,

It is not the intention of the wuthors of thin werk tu
deal in the slightest munuer with Mormonism sa » re-
ligion, An immense muss of Nterature o the atnbigoet in
to be found in every public library, both in e defonce
and in its condemnation, “Phe latter preporsdorates, and
often seoms to be inupired by un tnexoussbide Hgenity in
exuaggoration,

Of the tvials of the Mormons tiring their toddaoe
march and their diffieultios with the Hevernsarat duting
the Civil Wax, this work will bronban u Lmated way, bt
its scopo i8 to present the story of the Tral i e duys
long before the building of o rilrond was beloved s b
possible. It will deal with the wra of the trapper, the
scout, the savage, und the pemsnge of smigrants to the
gold fiolds of Culifornin w when the valy roste was by
the overland trail — and with the sdventures  whivh
morked the long und weary mareh,
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