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Early in Febroary, tigr, wn important delegation
from the Sioux reached Washingtan for the pur-
pose of conferring with the Secvetary of the Inter
for reparding the interents of their prople, The
conference wasopened o Febrwary pith, The Secres
tary of War and Mres Proctor amd Miss Provior
were present, amd also the wile of Seeretary Noble
and Miss Habaead od M Thaowes, Miss Kate
Foote, Miss Alive Flewdher, smd others prominentin
the work {or the Indie were interented spectitors,
The conference wis opened by Secretary Noble,
who sadd s

SECRETARY NORLES ALDRTSS,

“You were represented here just after the agrees
ment with General Crook wias made. You made
certain requests and complidngs at that thne, and you
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revrived ertain promises from me. There has
boray tonsmbide sinee then, and you have come again to
say what yen think proper as to the cause of the
trombide, sund to make any further complaints you see
i, The Neeretary is here to tell you that he has
kept Bis word, but il there is anything more he can
eh, ol fricmbship for the Sioux, he is ready to
st Heds your friend, and the Great Father has
toded by 1o be your friend.  He wants you to talk
o b s i frdend and he will meet you in the same
spapat”

The Sevretary then asked if the Indians had made
any arcangements about speakers,  He could not
froer them all, but he would listen to a few, and he
desared them o speak briefly,  He added that if no
wbyretion wis made, he would hear from John Grass,
Podlow Horn Bear, American Horse, Two-Strike,
Huwmp, and Man Afraid of-His-Horses. v

Paowses Revoutre said that this arrangement was
ot st fatory, as it was desired that each agency
shauhd e represented in the speakers.

The Seerctary replied that he would hear John
Cirams amd American Horse, and then advise with
them as to whe should follow,

SFEECH DY JOHN GRASS, ‘

Jodine Girsss then came forward, The Rev, C. S
{ ‘;;uk, the Episeopal minister at Pine Ridge, acted
W anterpreter, (irass atonce began to ‘speal.{ (.)f the
recent trouble amony the Indians, the origin of |
which he did not know, They had come for the pur-
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poe of conferring with the Secretiny i repard Lo
thee matter, The hediine, beocasd, did oot desiee to
be driven baek to their wild Tie, but wishesd 1o con.
sult with the President woon to determine upon the
foture,  They wished, he said, to speak on certain
nuatters Gdked over wheo the Tnduns were here List,
and the proasises i regard to which were not eare
vieed ont, e protested aginst the practice of blam-
ingr all Dneliaes for whiitwaes the fandtof w few, The
Indiues believe that #f they aee honestin trying to
put their childven bito schools, and 31 they follow the
testehingrs of Christianity they would Be gobngy in the
right rosuds The Indiooes regaded theee e import.
ant fictors, sd they abao thong die desdeabde it the
agents shonld hecivilias rather o nolitary, They
desired i eontingnes of the present etem in this
respect, oo the paed, b sand, the Tndian wgrents had
apportunities o stead, bat wow the pood people in
the Fast madntained sueh o elose wareh that it was
difficult to sedopt sucd practices. The agents in late
yuirs, he sid, were gooad mens T speakidng of his
own reservistion, thint of Standing Rock, the threat
ened trouble il been putdown by the Tndian police,
They believed o the Indiar pobice sund he wis re-
quested to sk foran increase of Bty men, Grass
then shook linds with the Seeretary sind took his seat,
A GRACTEUL ORATOR,

Americin Horse wis the nest speaker, He dis-
played  considerable muuead ability, and made o
graceful preface to his remarks, referring in compli-
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sientary terms o the Seeretary and the ladies pres-
et Fe then asked i the Sceeretary thought it was
grownd to cnrtul the speech of 2 man who had some-
thing to sy, so that he did not have the chance to
syl be intended,

Thin question ereated some laughter, and the Sec-
etary replivd that he thought short speeches were
thyes best, but b slesived him to say all he wished to say.

WANTING A LONG TALK '

American Horse further inquired whether they
wonhd have another conference with the Secretary.
Fle sabd tut they hid a good deal of business to
teansact, which might require three or four months.
‘Ui Secretary said hewas willing to see them as often
A heeessary, batsid thit their business here must be
browght to s close in ashort time, If this could not
b ddone, they must attend to the rest of it at the
apeneies,  He wsdead that they proceed to address
themeedves to the subject of the conference.

Amerivin Horse further protested against haste.

e saiel it he had endeavored to learn the origin
oof the Jute trouble, and in his search and investiga-
tion b found himself in Washington. He then went
o o speak of the importance of t.hi:s ciFy asa treaty-
miaking contre, and gmduully drifted into a chss:us~
sion of the subject proper He Ill'otestecl against
eing classed as a hostile, and the Secretary assured
him that he was not 50 classed, . _

American Horse said that the Inchfms at Pine
Ridge, through the destruction of their 1)1'01>§rty,
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foud Leon pat Lo b teftee AL aned dhat thee Diehans
dedred to Bave thewe beoasomde peast The Gows
[T TR S W TLRICEEY pE
erament, bie said, el meede mibtdoecin their at
temnpta to civitize the Tndiare Heenmmerated their
mishikes Dsbewd of the phooes at the apravies
Pimnge illed by Badean, whiete sen cvosded themom
il ponk the placee Thie was one e why e
Db were ealled bov, AT the apeness, Bie sabld,
the white men were o wmmenes that ey faicly
trampled on the helase, Wit b peoaple wanted
st ¢ ltve to peae amed B e places of trost snd
cosequence that weee within e veach He ddes
sired that seane stention sheald he paid e the
wishes of the Dadboes i repand w0 the men o be
aprents.
FLOPEME N T ARD MARBIAGES,

The Indinns were abde pooell seowell ws white men
whitt men were vompetent,. The agents, hieadd, nat
nrally seleeted their own rebiions to bl places under
them, He thonggdi that the T woubd veceive
these appointments, 3 pedice. were done, Hie then
spoke of reliious maters, and sidd that there were
three religious bodies on their reservation whe were
trying to teswh them to Hee better Bves, and expeeis
ally to brings abiont yelipious marriges ;. bt they did
not wint to be contpelled to ey cortain persons,

The Secretury inquived who hud sought 1o come
pel them o ey, American Horse replied that
he veferred more partivalarly te persans who eloped,
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V‘« brean e gl ’wz\f:rc:}xrmxghtbnck theagentobliged
Facsa bt married. He asked that the losses
soifteresd B the Tndians in the late disturbance be
IR IS ?’MM by the Government. He urged that a
remedy for 4 good many of the present troubles
woubd be for the Government to go back to the
treaty of ;;&;;«mﬁ amd redeem some of the promises
torn wmade. The money bags, as he called the
miontey which Iud been: promised then, must by this
time, he thonght, have reached a good age and
Bave prrown, sl the distribution of the sums due
weombd e of geent service,  He favored the removal
ef the Curlisde School to the West, as the Indians’
clisldven would not then suffer in consequence of a
change of climate and their modes of life. He
sand thiat the eontract with the Indians was that their
vluddren be sent to the schools in the East, and upon
thewr return, places would be given them on the
resepvations.,  This he said, had not been done,
A PEACEMAKER'S §TORY.

Young Man-Afraid-of-[{is-Horses  said he was
very much pleased to meet everybody, and then
went on to relate his serviees in the interest of
barnsony during the late trouble, In the course of
Jois itreduc tory remarks he said he had brought his
praple intn camp and had turned in their arms.

“How many 7" queried the Secretary, and the
orator was somewhat nonplussed.  He knew the
tota) wa small, and he did not care to say. The
Secretary removed the embarrassment by bidding
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B pres b in B e way, ol then Yoy Mane
Adraidod Tee T e caid be loquend the Uawerne
st weonhd ot only edueste the chiblven, bt would
abwer ive them something tebe when they hnkdied
at sl The Goversnent el always said that if
Tndies worked they wonbd et snh They wanted
pev et ek aned the oaly way that was prorsibide i
the yrivingy of cmployment po the young men when
they Tett s,
CLEE U HAYVE PEMES

Pywn Stk win st eallend fors The wily old
warrior did aed want to sy mnelsy bt i manner
Wik m:iiv %.“;ﬁ;;;mmwe. Hioae imm&hw%;;:m% that there
futed Beent teomsbide, bttt s pone. He ool made
g with weneral Mides, and tarned i his arms,
amnd o e B peport o the Great Father, He
i always gedog t doowhat he voudid to maintan
P

Thee et spraker wiee Hanpe - He cadled s atrens
Gon to the beer tiat he dued Lamed at Cheyenne
River for three yer and Bad o erop, and for thit
peanon he wanted e ration nceeased and con-
tuned, Chieynie River Apeney ol saffered much
in Wi trouldeabiont joo of the people bad been
killede sl there should be o some considerition
shown the survivors,

Fligh Hawk, sn Ogallada, tolid with lond voice
how eirnest e had always boen for peace, His
principal complaint wis @i o the dividing line be-
tween the Pine Ridge and Roschud Agenvies, The
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e Bad vaused much trouble, and he hoped it would
b removed,
W THE WOUNDED KNEE FIGHT BEGAN,

Thra Hellow Horn Bear, a Brule from Rosebud
Agorney, took the floor.  He said that one man
(referrang e the alfair at Wounded Knee) wanted
tor Bgehit the others did not. That man fired his
g, wied then the soldiers shot men, women and
children, e was somewhat lost, but he was going
ter 1y oo ripht, as he had always done, but he had
tr may that only the white man had broken the
pntual promises, He told of some of his people
whis weve badly wounded, and characterized the
canduct of the militry as eruel. The soldiers were
the caue of the trouble,

Hollow Horn Bear then asked that those Indians
wehor land Jost property during the Jate trouble might
b pelmbursed, and went into financial matters in
connection with old and unfulfilled treaties, Cows
hid been promised long ago, but they had not been
given.  Crops were failures in his country, and only
cattle ravang wis i suceess,  The cows ought to be
sent out vight away,  There was mooey due the In-

disns, amd hie hoped that would be used in the pur-

ehase of cows and mares.  The money was to have
Leen nsed to buy beel He would rather see it
spent fur something that would bring in increase.
He asked that sulvissue houses be established in the
warions vamps, so that men who desired to work Dbe
not taken away from their farms or cattle, The
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spewe iy sl industrial schools such as they

wossd dsiwe abee boen established at Plerre, and

bl will be put up atb Flandrean,  Farm-

. o Leen kept at the different agencies to
rhosw the Seons how to farm the land, The Great
Puther wedkied Congress 1o do these things according
ter the pecnommendations of General Crook and the

st aney,
ether puble baesiness would permit, and the Sioux
will sost et the benefit. The bill was approved
Tammary vigth, 1891, Itwas a mere accident that

gitow oo ndnld hivve been cut off the Sioux appro-

pbation mmnediately after the agreement with Gen-
eral Crad Tt wonld have been the same if there
Jood Leeeny i sgrroement. These things should con-
visper the Sions it the Government has been try-
in.e 1 o what was right for the Indians,”

In conchidon, the Seerctary advised the Indians
ter ik o the many things the Government had
doges B them ;1o look at the promises made by
Creneral Craok, and tohave confidence in what he said.
T Sevretary said he wanted the Indians to make up
thrir sinds o do the best they could to educate or to
bave educated their children, and never let their
vt men dream that they could ever get anything
by fopee from the United States. The Secretary’s
ﬁéwm:h Jused with renewed assurances of friendship,

Congress has acted as rapidly as

2A% ME 30 8D«

Great Bend. K
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General Morgan, the Commirsioner of Indian af-
fairs gave another hearing to the delegation on Feb-
puary oth,  He told the Indians that he had called

C ANOTIIER HIEARING.

them together that he might explain some things and
¢hat he mioht hear from them . in regard Lo some
matters of administration, e reminded them that
he had no power to make liws and had no food or
money to give them, except what Congress provides,
e said he thought they had already heard all that
was necessary inoregard tothe past. What was
wanted now was to hear their plans for the future.

The first speaker from the Indian delegation was
White Ghost, of the Crow Creck Reservation, who
spoke of the encroachments of the whites upon the
lands of the Indians.

The Commissioner assured him that he would
have the matter fully investigated and remedied,

SCANTY RATIONS.

White Ghost spoke of the rations of coffee, and
caid that it amounted to only one hundred grains a
week to cach person, e referred to the small
rations of bacon issucd, and said that at a meeting
of the delegation the unanimous decision  was
reached that they did not want military agents.

Big Mane, of the Lower Brule Agency, told the
Commissioner that the white people had squatted
on their Tands and prevented the Indians frome get-
ting fucl and hay. Ie wanted the agency moved
nearer to the lands occupicd by the Indians and said
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they needed better school facilities.  Tle complained
of the smadl size of the beef cattle given them for
food, st humorously attributed it to the defective
eyeniphit of the agent,

Little No Heart, from the Cheyenne River
Agreney, said that the Christian people on the reser-
vattion were doing a good work in civilizing his peo-
ple, and that their influence was always on the side
of prace anl good government, e said that his
peophe witnted more s Tager schools, where their
children eombd learn the white man’s ways,  He pro-
tested aeninat the appainment of military agents,
i people were peacefully disposed, and in his
apinion civil agenty would hetter suit the Sioux, and
gt the send of all coneernad required the appoint-
ment of vivil arents,

In answer to his request for information as to
whitt Use Government proposed to do for his peo-
ple, the Comminsioner said that he would furnish to
the delegation copies of the Sioux agreement of
188¢, and said that the purpose of the Government
wits to fulfil every promise made in that agreement.

Linle No Henrt also complained of the delay in es-
tablishing the houndary lines between the two reser-
vations,  As the matter now stands, white squatters
are undoubtedly trespassing yet, and, as there is no
welldefined line, they cannot demand their removal.

The Commissioner said that he had already given
instruetions to have the trespassers removed, and to
have all others warned not to enter the reservation,
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Little No Heart having again said that his people
did not want military agents, the Commissioner said
MILITARY AGENTS.
that, inasmuch as nearly all who had spoken had ex-
pressed the same desire, he wished to learn how
many of the members of the delegation were in
favor of civil agents and how many in favor of mili-
tary agents, and for that purpose he instructed the
interpreter to ask such of the Indians as preferred
civil agents to stand up,  With a single exception,
they all stood up.  The only one who preferred
military agents was Major Swords, the chiel of the
Indian police at Pine Ridge. The Commissioner
explained his vote by saying that a place in the army
had been offered him by General Miles,  This re-
mark elicited considerable laughter among the spec-

tators.

Mad Bear, from Standing Rock, said that the
chiefs of the several bands on his reservation had
had a meceting, at which they asked him to insist
upon more reservation schools, Iis people pre-
ferred reservation schools to distant schools,  If the
schools were located on the reservation their influ-
ence would be felt not only by the pupils but by the
parents as well. In this way the greatest possible
good could be accomplished.

A SENSATIONAL STORY.

The final session of the conference was held on
February 11, and it was made memorable by a sen-
sational story of the fight at Wounded Knee, which
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was told by Turning Iawk and American Horse,
In beginning his story, Turning Hawk said that a
certain falsehood came to his agency from the West,
which had the effect of fire upon the Indians.
“When the lire came upon our people,” he said,
# those who had a certain far-sightedness, and could
seeinto the matter, made up their minds to stand up
agrainst it and fight it. The reason we took this hos-
tile attitude to this fire was because we believed that
you yoursell would not be in favor of this particular
mischief making thing; but, just as we expected, the
people in authority did not like this thing, and we
were quictly told that we must give up or have
nothing to do with this certain movement.  Though
this was the advice from our good friends of the
East, there were, of course, many silly young men
who were longing to become identified with the
movement, although they knew that there was abso-

lutely nothing bad, nor did they know there wasany-

thing absolutely good in connection with the move-

wient, and in the course of time we heard that the

soldiers were moving toward the scene of the trouble.
PANIC-HTRICKEN INDIANS,

« Frightened at the approach of the soldiers, and
hearing all manner of rumors as to what the soldiers
were going to do with them, they fled into the Bad
Lands, Their fricnds and relatives left behind at
the agency became very anxious about them, and
sent parties to them to try and induce them to re-
urn,  Liinally they succeeded,  When our people
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who had been frightened away were returning to
Pine Ridge, and when they had almost reached the
agency, they were met by the soldiers and sur-
rounded, and finally taken to the Wounded Knee
Creek, and there, at a given time, their guns were
demanded, and when they had delivered them up
the men were separated from their funilies, from
their tepees, and taken to a certain spot, their guns
having been given up. When the guns were thus
taken and the men thus separated, there was a crazy
man, a young man of very bad influence, and in
fact a nobody among that bunch of Indians, fired his
gun; and of course the firing of a gun must have
been the breaking of a militiry rule of some sort,
for immediately the soldiers returned the fire, and
the indiscriminate killing followed.
BEGINNING TITE FIGUT,

The Commissioner—Did this man fire at the sol-
dicrs, or did he simply shoot in the air?

Spotted Horse—Ile shot an officer in the army,
The first shot killed this officer, T was a volunteer
scout at that encounter, and 1 had just assertad that
Isaw exactly what was done, and that was what 1
noticed—that the first shot killed an officer,

The Commissioner—Did the soldiers return the
fire immediately or did the Indians keep up their
firing ?

Spotted orse—As soon as the first shot was
fired the Indians immediately began drawing their
knives, and they were exhorted - from all sides to
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desist, but this was not obeyed; conscquently the

- hirng began immediately on the part of the soldiers,

Turning Hawk—All the men who were in the
bunch were killed right there, and those who
escaped that first fire got into the ravine, and as
they went along up the ravine for a long distance
they were pursued on both sides by the soldiers and
shot down, as the dead bodies showed afterward,

DID THE WOMEN FIGHT?

The Commissioner—In this fight did the women
take any part?

Turning Hawk—They had no firearms to fight
with.

The Commissioner—The statement has been made
in the public press that the women fought with
butcherknives, and this has been given as a reason
why the women were shot.

Turning Hawk~When the men were separated
and were bunched  together at a given place, of
course only the men were there; the women were
at a different place entirely, some distance off,

The Commissioner-—-Wag it impossible for a
soldier to tell the difference between an Indian man
and an Indian woman?  The statement has been
made in the public press that the soldiers shot the
women because they dressed in such a way that
thay could not tell they were women. :

Turning IHawk—I think a man would be very
blind if he could not tell the difference between a
man and a woman, I have told you that th.c women

-
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were standding off at a different place from that
where the men were stationed, and when the firing
began those of the men who escaped the i"'n'st on-
slaught went in one dircction up the ravine and
then the women, who were bunched together at
another place, went entirely in a different direction
through an open ficld, and the women fured the
came  fate as the men who went up the deep
ravine,
FIRING ON A FLAG OF TRUCE,

The Commissioner (to the interprater)—Tell thsas&
men that are present that Twould like if he (Turning
Hawk) makes any statement which they do not
accept that they will correct it. 1 want to get at
the truth.

American Horse—The men were separated, as
has already been said, from the women, and they
were surrounded by the soldiers, who then came
next the village of the Indians, and that was e,:ntir'e‘ly
surrounded by the soldiers also.  When the ﬁrfng‘
began, of course, the people who were standing
immediately around the young man who fired the
first shot were killed right together, and then they
turned their guns, Hotchkiss guns, ete, upon the
women, who were in thelodges standing there under
aflag of truce, and, of course, as soon as they were
fired upon they fled, the men flecing in one cllre(:*
tion and the women running in two different diree-
tions. So that there were three general directions
in which they took flight.
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The Commissioner—Do you mean to say that
KILLING WOMEN AND CIILDREN.
there was a white flag in sight over the women when -
they were fired upon? '

American Horse—Yes, sir; they were fired upon,
and there was a woman with her infant in her arms
who was killed as she almost touched the flag of
trace, and the women and children, of course, were
strawn all along the circular village until they were
despatched,  Right near the flag of truce another
was shot down with her infant.  The child, not know-
ingr that its mother was dead, was still nursing, and
thitt wis especially a very sad sight. The women,
is they were fleeing with their babes on their backs,
were killed together, shot right through, and the
women who were very heavy with child were also
kille,  All the Indians led in these three directions.
After most of them had all been killed a cry was
macle that all those who were not killed or wounded
should come forth and they would be safe, and
little boys whe were not wounded came out of
their places of refuge, and as soon as they came in
sight o number of soldiers surrounded them and
butchered them there.

VERY SERIOUS CITARGES.

The Commissioner (to the interpreter)—I wish
you would say to him that these are serious
charges to make against the United States Army.
I do not want any statements made that are not
absolutely true, and I want any one here that feels
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that the statements are oo strong, o eorrect
them.

American Horse—Of course we all feel very sad
about this affair, T stood very loyal to the Govern-
ment all through those troublesome days, and be-
lieving so much in the Government and being so
loyal to it, my disappointment was very strong,
and I have come to Washington with & very grreat
blame against the Government on my heart.  Of
course, it would have been all right if only the men
were killed 5 we would feel almost grateful for it
But the fact of the killing of the women, and more
especially the killing of the youny hoys and ;_*uls,
who are to go to make up the futue strength of the
Indian people—those being killed is the saddest part
of the whole affair, and we feel it very vorely,  This "
is all I know about that part of the story, and my
good friend here (pointing to Turning Hawk) will :
continue his narrative, (

The Commissioner—Does American [Horse know
these things of his own knowledge, or has he been
told them?

American orse~I was not there at the time bes
fore the burial of the bodies, hut T did go there with
some of the police and the Indian doctor and a great
many of the people, men from the Agency, and we
went through the battlefield and saw where the
bodies were from the track of the blood,

After several others had spoken, the Commis-
sioner declared the conference at an end
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