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By KOBERT BROWNE,

A TREATISE OF REFORMATION WITHUUT TARYING TFOR ANIE, AND OF
THE WICKEDNESSE 0F ‘TROSE PREACHERS WIICH WILL NoT
REFORME FILL THE MAGISTRATE COMMAUNDE
GIU COMPELL PHEM,

(YERING in this Hooke wee shewe the state of Christians,
and haue laboured also in good conscience to live as
Christions, It is maruailed & often talked of among

nnie, why we should be so reuiled and troubled of manie, &

wlsor Teane our countrie.  Zorsooth (say the enimies) Zhere is
some Biddic ting in them more thé Plainly appeareth: for they
beare euill will to their Drinces Queene EL1ZABETH and their
voulriey vea they forsake the church of God, & codemne the same,
wnd are clidemued of all, and they also discredit & bring into
slipl the Dreachers of the Ghospel.  To aunswere them, we
sy, That they are the men which trouble Israel, and seeke
cuill 1o the Prince, and not we.  And that they forsake and
condenmme the Church and not we,  First concerning our faith-
tulresse to our Prinee and Countrie, and what our iudgement
is of the civil authoritie, we aunswere as appeareth in this
Treatise. For their other accusations and slaunders of for-
saking wnd condemning the Church, &c. if our doings will
net stoppe their mouthes, nor this booke which followeth of
the state of Christians, we purpose by the grace of God, to
shewe noan other booke, which shall hereafter come foorth,
whether we or they e the rebellious children and a false
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soode,  But for the Magistrate, howe farre by their anthorite
or without i, the Church must be buittled and refornition
made, and whether anie upen wickednesse must be tollerited
in the Church becawse of them, let this T o aunswere. Fow
chieflie in this point they hane wronght v grest troubley and
digsmayed manie weakelings frome imbriwing the traeth, We
say therefore, and often e tanght, Foncerning e Souer
aipne Queene Elizabeth, thatt neither the Pope, wor other
Popeling, s lo lue anie atthoritie either oner her, or puer
(he Chreh of God, and that the Pope o Riane s Antichrist,
whose kingdome ought vierlie to he taken awity, Agayne we
sity, that her Anthoritie is ciuil, ok that power she lathas
highest wnder God within her Dominions, and that ouer all
persons and causes. By that she may pot o death all that
deserue it by Lawe, vither of the Clwreh o conmen Wealth,
and none may resiste Her or the Magistrates viler her by
foree or wicked speaches, when they exeate the Lowes,  Howe
ing we graunt and holde thus muel, howe doe they cluarme vs
as cuill witlers to the Queene?  Surelie, for that wee halde all
those Preachers and teachoers acenrsed, which will not doe the
dutics of Pastors and teachers G the Magistrates doe foree
them thereto, They saye, the time is not yet come o builde
the Lordes Mouse |Hag .} they must tarie For e Magis
eates and for Parliimentes to do it They want the ciudll
sworde forsooth, and the Mugistrates dae hinder the Lordes
building and kingdome, and keepe awaye his gouernement.
Are they not ashamed thus to shumder the Magistrate?  They
paue runne their owne swordes vppon the Wall and hroken
them, and nowe woulde they snatche vt them the Muagristeages
sworde.,  In deede can the Tordes spiritmll gouernement he
no waye exeeuted but by the ciuill sworde, or is this the iudge
ment that is written [Psali 149.], Sueh honour shall be to all
his Saintes?  Is this to binde the Kinges in chaines, and the
Nobles with Fetters of Tron, by the highe actes of GO in their
mouthes, and a two edged sworde in their Tumdes ? Those
bandes an chaines, which s the spiritwdl power ol the
Chureh, they haue broken from them sehies, awd yet woulide
they baue Magistrates hounde with them, to beginne Disci
pline.  They would make the Magistrates more then Godees,
and yet also worse then beastes,  For they testche that o lawe:
full Pastour must giue ouer his chrge at theiv disehargig,
and when they withholde the Church gouermnement, it oought
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for to cease, though the Church goe to ruine thereby. Be
holde nowe, doeth not the TLordes kingdome giue place vnto
theirs? - And dow they nat pull downe the heade Christe Tesus
(Cal, 1. 18 to sett vppe the hande of the Magistrate? yea
Ll more then this, for they firste proclaime the names and
tytles of wicked Bishoppes and popishe officers, and the Lordes
name after: Seeing also the Bishoppes must discharge the
Lawiull Preachers, and stoppe their mouthes, though the Lorde
Crond B ginen them a charge for to speake, and not to keepe
ailenen The Lorde hath exalted Christe lesus [Phil, 2], and
pinen him @ wame aboue cuerie name, that all thinges should
owe and serue vito him, and yet haue they exalted the power
nf wicked Hishoppes aboue him,  Beholde a great and moste
wholusenie viver, and yet their pudle water is preferred before
it Fxcept the Magistrates will goe into the tempest and
raine, and hee weather beaten with the haile of Gods wrath,

they muste keepe vader the roafe of Christes gouernement. -

Phey must bue voder o Pastorall charge: They must obeye to
the Weepter of Christe, if they bee Christians., Howe then
shoulde the Uastor, which hath the ouersight of the Magis-
trate, if hee bee of his flocke, bee so ouerseene of the Magis-
tratte, as to leaue his flocke, when the Magistrate shall uniust-
lie and wrongfullie discharge him. Yet these Preachers and
teachers will not onelie doo so, but euen holding their charge
and keeping with it, will not guide and reforme it aright,
hecause the Magistrates doo forbidde them forsooth. But
they slaunder the Magistrate, and because they dare not
charge them as forbidding them their dueties, they haue
gotlen this shilt, that they doo but tarie for the Magistrates
Tuthoritie, and then they will guide and reforme as they ought.
leholde, is not all this one thing, secing they lift vppe the
throne of the Magistrates, to thrust out the kingdome of
Cheiste ?  For his gouernement or Discipline is wanting (saye
they) but wee keepe it not awaye. And who then? For
moste of them dare not charge the Magistrates, but onelie
closelie, and with manie flatterings, that they might still be
exalted by the Magistrates, They leaue their owne burthen,
aned erie out that it is not caried by faulte of the Magistrate.
S0 they make them enimies, because they saye they withholde
the Church gouernement: euen cnimies doo they make them-
w0 the Lordes kingdome and righteousnesse : and why then
do they not wage that spirituall battell against them, whiche is
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to cut them of from the Chureh? - Fov the Seepter and king:
dome of Christ is vot of this worlde, to tight with dint of
sworde, but it is a right Scepter, which subdueth the peaple
vnder vs, and the Nations voder our feetes [ Isalogyy Prad,
45.] e judgeth the wicked, andd by the rebuke of Tis worde,
he filleth all places with the shaine, ok smiteth the Hestedes
ouer greal countries, | Pral 1o

Now ten if the Magistrates be enimies vuto the Lords
Kingdome, why are not these men hetter wartiars to vphidde
the sume?  For they gine vp the weapous of thedr warfare into
the enimies handes, and then say, they can ot doo withadl,
By their weapons | meane those whercol Paule dosth speake,
[z Cor. 10.] that they are not carmalls T mightie through
God, Lo caste downe holdes, and w0 foorths These weapous
hane they given from the, for they e not the Keyes of the
Kingdome of heaven o binde and lose, [Mat 18, Tobn 20l
and (o retaing or prouounes remitted the sinnes of amnen, seeing
they graunt much open wickednesse ineurable among them,
and also auonche that it nust veedes be suffered. Yo they
haue given vp these keyes to the Mugistrides or to the
Spiritaall Courtes, and therefore Tune no right o vall them
selues the Chureh of God, or luwfull Pastors thereof, st
is at the vight hande of God, gone vp into heanen saieth
Peter [ Pety 3.] o whom the angels and powers d might
are subicete, howe then shonlde his kingdome tavie for the
Magistrate, except they thinke that they e hetter alile (o
vpholde it then he, Ve we must presse vilo his kingdonm
not tarying for anie, as it s written in Lake [Loke o600 &
againe n Matthew | Mat v, the kingdome of God satfereth
violence, and the violent take it vito them by foree. In the
throng which is made to eseape w0 burning, would they tarie
for the Magistrate to make thew o waye, and should they nop
rather if they could, make a wiy for the Magistrate? They
see that the kingdome of God s with strife (2) and great Libor,
and yet they will haue it with ease and the cinill sworde mus)
get it them,  Terusalem (saieth the Prophetey [ D g ] i the
strectes and Wall thergof, shall he huilt enen inoa tronblons thie,
and to tarie Gl it be built without troubles, is to looke for
conquest without going to hattell, and for an ende and rewarde
of our laboures which would nener take paines, My kingdome,
saith Christe, is not of this world, and they would shift in both
Bishoppes and Magistrates into his spirituall throne to e
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i o tlis wendde s vea toostay the Chureh gonernement on them,
woned wmedy to slnft hut to thrust them before Christ,  Yet
caeder Bime o b spirinead] kingdome are {10 Cor, 12.] first
Apestles, seveadlie Prophetes, thirdlie, teachers &ec.  Also
fetpers and spivitall guides: But they put the Magistrates
ety whivh oo vommeon wealth in deede are first, and aboue
the Preschers, ver laue they no ecclesiasticall authoritie at
A st enedy s ande other Christians, if so be they be Chris-
G, Thierelore hath God made these teachers fooles, and
thest apitinad] professours as madde men, For woe unto you,
v Priestlic preachers and Doctours hypoerites, which are a
andre o the people, and Gl vp their measure of iniquitie,
while ve pretende the Magistrates authoritie.  For will anie

wan else gine ouer his calling, or abridge the full execution’

thereof, when tie Magistrates forbid them, will they cease the
reavhing o due guiding of their housholdes and charge for
Mieir dischargimgs, and should the labourers in Gods spirituall
Bambandrie gine ouer and ceasse.  For it is (3ods husbandrie
P, Car 3. not theirs, the Church is his building and not
theirs, They are but members thereof if they be Christians,
and wre not anie way to stay the building, neither is it to tarie
o witik vpon them,  But these wicked preachers eate vp and
speyle the Leords harnest them selues, and then set open the
pappy #s Urongh the Magistrates brake in like wild bores, and
spriled the haruest. They say, beholde we haue a Christian
Prinee, sl a4 mother in lsraels but can they be Christians,
when they nsike them to refuse, or withstand the gouernement
of CUhrist in his Church, or will not be subiect vato it. If
thev therefore refuse and withstande, howe should they be
tavied for?  If they e with them, there is no tarymg: and
it they Do against them, they are no Christians, and therefore
also there can be no tarying,  For the worthie may not farie
for the voworthie, but rather forsake them, as it is wntt€
PAetes 2., Siue your selues from this frowarde generation:
and vast not pearles hefore Swine, nor holy things vnto dogges
[Marth. 8.]: and rebuke not a skorner sayeth the wise l.?fm
P Proaerh, gy least he hate thee: and inquire who is worthe,
sityeth Christ | Mat 10 He that will be sauec!, must not
tatie for this man or that: and he that putteth his hande to
the plowe, and then looketh backe, is not fitt for the kmgd_czlme
of Gad [Take g.]. Therefore woe vnto you ye blinde guchLs,
which cast away all by tarying for the Magistrates. e
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Forde will remember this iniguitie, aned visite this sinne vpon
vou, Yo will ot hae the kingdome of God, o po forwand Iy
his spirit, bub by an armie & strength for sooth (Zacha g4
yeowill not e it as Lessun Bidde i three peckes of meale,
Ul i feauen wll PALa v bt oat onee yeo will haae all
aloft, by ciulll power and anthoritie s yonare odfended
the  Disenesse and small beginnings, and bevanae of - the
froubles  u begimning veforusdion, yen will deee uothing,
Therefare shall Chivist bttt vocke of olfence vita yen, aud
ye shall stumble aond Gl and shall be broken, and shadl b
simredd, and shal B taken, Yo wil he delineresd frem the
voke of Antichrist, to the which yim doo willinghic gine your
neckes, by howe, wund by sworde, and by battell, by horses and
by horssemen | Hosen 2] that is, by cindll power sond posupre of
Magistrates : by thelr Prochonatioms sod Parliamentes @
the kingdome of God most come with olserniom [ Luke 1.,
that men may say, Loe the Parfiment, or Joe the Bishoppes
decrees s hut the kingdome of God shoulde be within yon, The
inwarde obedience to the ontwarde preaching and gonerne
ment of the Church, with sewnes of Jife, that s the Tordes
kingdome,  This ye despise. Therefure shadl ye desire 1o see
the kingdome of Gad, aud shatl pot see 3t nd b endoye one
day of the Sonne of nau nd ye stadl not enioye L For ye
set aloft nuas anthoritie aboue Gods, and tie Preacher mst
hang on his sleene for the discharge of his calling, o thee 30,
of Tob, dotlt not Flibu holde his authoritde, and darst not
aceount of mamnes anthorising, teanggh learmed, wise and aged,
yea the Klders or Fathers of the Church, neither would e
spare either fob or them, or subpite hine selfe to them in
respecte of bis cadbing, T will receiue no iy person, saioth
he, and I will vse no title (or prefaced before man, o | knowe
not to vse tytles, IF T vse them alitde, he would tike neawaye
that made me, But these men maame them selues, some the
Bishoppes Chaplaines, some my Lordes Cligplaines, and sonwe
the Queenes Chapladnes, and eall thent their Masters, to whom
their calling and mindsterie must serve al commandenent,
Thus the Lordes spivitiad]l message must be beantified  with
these tytles of men, (Z%¢ right Honarable iy Torde, Seelowdo o
my wery good Lorde and Jaistery) Yot Christe him selfe sadeth
[Mat, o, that the Preachers nowe in his Kingdome, have
greater authoritie than fohn Baptist, wd Tolm Baptist greater
then the Prophetes before hit, Pherefore i Teremie was sel
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cer thee Nations & oner the Kingdomes, to plucke vp and to
seoare oty ] b destroye dand throwe downe, to bu'illcle and to
phante {henene 03 Then hane we also an authoritie against
whiiels 1f the Kimgee sund Nations doo sett them selues, we maye
vt s afniiede ot their faces, vor lewe our calling for them,
Plowe ong therefone will these men take the il‘\‘heritnncq from
the tigght hedre, ad gine itunto the sm‘u:\ung? Fror th.e slnlrltllall
prower ol Clwiste and his Chureh, and the Keyes of binding and
frsingg, they tike Jrom Christe, and giue to the Magistrate.
The Abapisdnaes laoe the viuill sworde, and least. thc_:y should
ik then thenewith, they gine them the Keclesiastical also,
Floe say they, Howe were Prophetes, or ifl we were Apostles,
then shivadde we preache though the Magistrate forbidde us,
Pt wee e dt baae Pastors or Preachers, and therefoye we
wied festre their frowning and threates, and keepe silence
theteat,  Hut let them speake, Tlad not the Maglssmtes,.as
fadl aned thie manme power ouer Apostles, as ouer .other] qstomeg,
ar owere Apostles more exempted from thenf ol3ech.encle‘ éo
Augistrates, then uther I’r;z:urhgar:&? For l(ft‘m.\e‘rlc soule be
ahiect G e higher powers, saieth the scriptures [Rom, 131.]:
‘Pherefore s they coulde not displace, nor discharge Aploslg es
from their offive & calling, no more can they doo lawfu'l1 as&
s il Preachers o for whether it be right in .thle sugitto‘
Oyl to obuye men rather then God, 1,et ull‘ men 11u.c‘g(la LEn c:;:,1
1) Bt to this they aunswere, that Peter :smf:c}l tllbytl) " %:all-
Apostle s Butin decde muste Apostles onelie f‘_) owet lt?ller all
g, though menne doo discharge .thc'm, fmd may no f'omau o
it Hkewise ! For as (}ml’ l\atl\"clmtl'}laufc(ll tci otrtzle;l](;mth s
it (et the Sertbury 1 T e Paale i all the
aerie one, soleC him wiiRe, ane e : )
: ;:t::*‘jh:‘,}%“ [f then the Magistrate will 901\1111au{1c}(§ ?heqf\il?:lclls:cti
1 e it Minister, or the Preacher to give ()LIQI‘ m} ?{1 fog’t‘hey
chiannge it for an pther, they ought not to ?L’)ayeth;.; “:'1 e
haue not the gif}u,l:mcl\t({(;:.clhlx;\ltll(’ 1;lll;ﬂet (}E,lll s c‘:zlling o
then that, Yet if the Magstrate ¢ of &
,sln higher, o the which he 1s fitt u‘ncl_plem;\elii Rfaﬁut%lllerrg:
ahoy, for God hath calleth l."',"',] him Uu.ﬂg.o',-u' N narge g
wow st fieste Tonke, what 15 the I,mdcs., \\1l ﬂrht e f)rice,
hen what is the will of man. For we are 303&mtes T
wtieth Paule, 1. Cory and we may not ‘1??‘516,11;8 e e el
tawfull comaundings of men. And thlxs fuuloxrlnt Lo moftable
dams, that they consider what is lawfull and wha
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what they nay doo and whitl is expedient |, Cor 6], and in
no ease hee brought voder the power of anie thing, as Panle
teacheth vs {1, Cors tou]o What soeuer doth most edifie, that
must we chuse, and auoide the contrarie s sl what soeuer is
most expudient, dut must e dome, and soowe niist pplie our
selues all voto all, that notwithstanding we holde our Tibertie,
For i either Magistrate or other would take that from v, wee
must not gine place by yeelding vato them, o, not {or an
houre |Galat, 2., and this libertie ix the free vae of owr callings
and guiftes, as we seae most agrecing to the worde of Gl
and expedient for his alorie,  Therefore the Magistrates vonl
manndement, must not he rule yuto e of this and that
duetie, but as [ see it agree with the wovde of God. Sotheitis
an abuse of my guifte and calling, it 1 cense preaching for the
Magistrate, when it is my callingy to preach, yea & woe ulito mi,
it I preache not, for necessitie 1 Tuied vpon me, and J0 1 doe i
unwillinglie, yet the dispensation is comitted voto me {1, Cor,
9. And this dispensation died wot the Magistrte gine me, b
God by consent and ratifying of the Cliarel, and therefore s the
Mugistrate gaue it not, so e he not tike 3 away. o deede
it Gl take it away for my wickednesse s enill deserte, he
may remoue me frome the Clineeh, sad withholde me from
preaching : a3 God doe ie o, and  his warde doeth aps
proue e, s most meate for tiat ealling, 1 am to preache stll,
except 1 b shat vp in prison, or atherwise with violence with
helde from my clirge,  For the Migistte w0 vsing me oib
not be w Christian, but forsaketh the Churehs ol bowe then
shonld iy office in the Churel depende on hine which is nene
of the Clhiurell? And the welfire of the Church mnst he wore
regarded and sought, then the wellire of whobe Kingdones and
Countries, as iU is written [Isi gg.]: Beense thon wast pre
cious in wy sight, and thou wast Nemeurable and T loned thee,
therefore will 1 pgine man for thee, and people for thy sitke.
And againe he saieth, [ gane Egypt for thy raunsonie, Pahingia
and Scbha for thee, Phe Lorde shall therefore e these
men, and cut thum of both heade & tayle, brauwneh ol rashe
in one day,  The auncient and the hemorable men, which tke
on them to put downe the Tordes authoritie, und to stoppe the
mouthes of his messengers, they he the heade, wd the wirked
teachers which exalte men abone God, they are the tayle
‘They are afrayde of the face of the Mugistrate, & do Hatter
and currie favour with them, and they would ave vsalso do
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doo the Tike,  But ye the Lords faithfull seruauntes trusse vppe
vomr loimes s feremie [lure, 1., which in your charges have
sreater authoritie than leremie, as we proued before,  Arise
el speike voto them, all that 1 commaunde you, sayeth the
Faorde. 1*131‘ I, brholde 1 have made you as defenced cities,
and yron ptllurf. & walles of brasse, against the whole lande,
.|§,;5\111».i thee lxu_\;;-.:ﬁ andl against the Princes, against the
Priestes and against the people.  For they shall fight against
vor, bt they shall not prevayle, for T am with you to deliver
vou euen to the ende of the worlde.  Therefore yee vanishe in
vanitie yee wicked P'reachers: for knowe ye not, that they which
Jaue their (il and suflicient authoritie and calling, are not to
tarie for a further authorising.  And hath not cuerie lawfull
fastor or Preacher his full authoritie?  Are they not to teach
the whole will of God, and guide accordinglie, and haue they
not then their whole authoritie?  For herein was Paule free
frent the bloode of all menne | Actes 20.], because he had kept
nothing backe, but hadde shewed them all the counsell of
Gop,  But (say they) Paule taught them in deede the whole
counsell of God, and so maye wee, but we may not gouerne: we
may tell the Magistrates, that gouernement is wanting, but we
may hat take vppon us, to be reformers. In deede, did not
franle hoth in worde and deede testifie his faithfulnesse, did
lie not in practise as well as in wordes, fulfill his calling? For
psayeth he) you knowe my maner of life: and addeth further,
that in seruing the Lovde, he kept backe nothing that was prof-
itable.  |Act. 2o, 18, 19, 20.] Howe then shoulde hee keepe
backe the gouernement of the Clurch, whiche is all"in all.
And in the 35 verse, he setteth himselfe for example, for I
haue sheweth you all thinges, saieth hee, howe that so labour-
ing, ye ought to supporte the weake, Noting that hee sheweth
in worde and example, not that onelie, but all thinges else, for
due guiding of the Church. And therefore let them not flee
1o their odde distiction of ordinarie ond [and] extraordinarie,
as though Paule might guide the Churche without tarying for
the Magistrate and wee may not. For Paule set downe him
welfe for an example: and in the 28. verse, and in the 3r. he
applieth all vnto them, that they shoulde followe him, that they
whoulde watche night and daye in teaching and guiding the
Hocke as he did. Yea they must not onelie preache, but teache
them the practise.  They muste obserue and doo all thinges
which Christ hath commaunded.  [Matth, 28.] And the Lorde
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Jdid not onelie shewe them the Tabernaele, b bicdde them
make it Fxod, 26 But these menne will not wake it atall, he

ciuse they will tavie for the Magistrate, Christe is before v sad
his Apostles s as Moses figuve of Cliviste was Betore them, aned
yul we must tarie for the Magistiates, Amd for whid Magsis

rittes 2 For those of o chinge, trowe ye, or for thyee which
are none of our charge?  Muste wee ot i sl thinges looke
duclic te our eliuge, and let them o whicl swre none of am

charge? For wee shalluot give aveounptes vidn Gad Tor then
which are ont of our charge,  For we mnst take heedee o ot
selues, sayeth the Seripture JAct 2o andd o all the locke
whereof the holie Ghoste hath el vs ouerseers. Bt these
men teach, Ut we st Jet one clirge wone, stnd Tay from vs
the gouernement thereof, for their sakes whichire nong of o
charge,  Shal not these men be hurled ont of thewr place and
eharge, whiche thus doo mocke with the Lowd, and dullie with
their charges ? Ve the Lord shadl take them awaye with
o wwilte destruction, aud wenne shall clappe their handes
them and hisse them out of their places.  Paerie Preacher
must ruane Lo the Queene and o the Connsaill Forsooth,
though they were of their charge, aned the Magdstrites muast
plant & reforme al Churches at onee, Iothey beoof their
flockes, why should they tarie for the e valese they will have
the shewpe to foree the sheepehearde vt bis duties T doede
the Magisteate may forve him, bat it i s slname to terete il e
be foreed. T wshamed therefore yoe foalishshiepheardesgand Liye
not a burthen on e Magistrates, s though they shoabd e thi
in building the Lordes kingdome, whicl the Apostles audd Proph

etes coulde not doo,They conld nat foree Religion | Bong 8.0,
as ye woulde haue the Magistrate o do, aed it was Torhiddden
the Apostles to presche to the vaoworthie, or o force a phinting
or gougrnement of the Chwrels [Mat ro. o he Lordes King
dome is not by foree, neither by an armie o strégth [ Auch g
Hosea 2], as be the kingdomes of this workde,  Neithier durst
Mases, nor anie of the good Kings of Tudy foree the people by
lawe or by power o reecine the ehureh gouersement, bt alte
they received it if then they fell wwaye, and sought not the
Lorde, they might put them to death, For the coueninmte wits
firste made, as it is written {2, Chro, og.] they made @ conennt
10 seeke the Lord God of their fathers, with all their harte, and
with alt their soule.  And then followe the nest wordes which
are to be ynderstoode of the which nade the eouenunt, for o

I

Hutm whivh sesware vinto the Lorde, whosoeuer did not seeke
the Tawde God of Tsracl, should be slaine, whether he were
sl or great man o woman,  And therefore did the whole
congregation of Isrel gather them together, to warre against
the children of Reuben and Gad, because they seemed to for-
wihe the conenant {loshu, 22}, Yet woulde not Hezeldah fight
againn Tavaed, though they haughed him to skorme and mocked
b s doinges {20 Cliro, 0., for they had not received the coue-
wannt, but their forefathers, and they were nowe called to the
comemmt againg, which the Lorde had disannulled with their
forefathers: as it is written |2, Chro, 15.], that for a long
aeason Tsed had bin without the true God, and without
Prieste to leache, and without lawe. Nowe therefore let the
wine viderstande these things, and the Lorde be mercifull, and
dediver vs from these voreasonablé and euill men.  For there
is no ende of their pride and crueltic which ascende vp and sit
in the Magistrates chaire and smite the people with a contin-
wdl plague, wnd such of them as haue not yet gotten the
roame, (o crie for Discipling, Discipling, that is for a ciuill
forcing, o imprison the people, or otherwise by violence to
andle and beate them, if they will not obeye them.  But the
Lorde shall bring them downe to the dust, and to the pitt, as
abhiominable carkasses, which would be aboue the cloudes, yea
which dare presume into the throne of Christe lesus, and
vaurpe that anthoritie and calling in his Church, which is op-
posed and contrarie to his kingdom and gouernement, This
shall appeare afterwarde: In the meane time let them knowe
that the Lords people is of the willing sorte.  They shall come
vt Zion and inguire the way to Ierusalem [Ierem. go.], not by
Lovees not compulsion, but with their faces thitherward: yea as
the hewe poates shall they be before the flocke, for the haste
Hiey haue vato Ziom, and they them selues shall call for the
congiant, saying, Come and let vy cleave faste vnto the Lorde
i perpetuadl couenaunt that shall neuer be forgotten. For
i 3w the conscience and not the power of man that will drive
v L seeke the Lordes kingdome : as it is written againe [Terem.
51, Remember the Lorde a farre of, and let lerusalem come
bto your mindes, for they see the fierce wrath of the Lorde,
where the Lordes kingdome is not, and they flee. from the
s going and weeping as they goe, as the Prophete saieth
[Tere, g1, because he ath bin angrie so long. But nowe they
I eseaped his displeasure, they goe on and stande not still
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(il they apprare belore fie Lo in Zin Faad o Y ol
the Lovds pmnph- Shadl eomies willinghie the dhay of Fida gweem
blies, cuen his armies i Dedie heantie Paads prees tin

frowarde wilbe frowarde stilly for gsoy thevs Mol e
kinges of Tuda did coformne the Church, aed ey wese faried
for, therefore we also wiust e fooomt Mogrintrabes Behiadide
nowe  howe the slivne of their fares doeth festilie Ldraiiig
them, which dare suzainst Hieit vomise enves, nihe ot Mayise
trates prophetes with Muoses, yed Biggh Bricsies s due e T
figrurey of Uhrist, as both fe was aed the Eigs af Toda g
How boldelie also dave they peraett the tenvth, atfmim tha
some which ought to relonne, died it net, becawse they wrohi
tavie for Moses or for the Kinges of fudit, For didd Zavhane
(say they) or the Prophet agguie, Puilde of then seines amd
not rather call on the vinill Magistrates amd tarie for them'?
But they knowe not jas et it are willinghie igretannis
lz)uir Duilding of the Temple wiopdde in eutwarde furaiime oo
timber, stone, vuriage, and therefore lad neede of the helpe
of ch;erubnhmi the Prince: but our spiritaall prresutisiom, e the
guiftes, callings, aml graces of the Churvh pesde ot anie
worldlie preparation in sueh enwarde crimenies, Fheredone
we aunswere, Uit Zerababel being o b af i, an ap

peareth in Zachavie the o he wis o e vhiefe o the sorke
Neither were they in thar worke s el Mgintrabes s
A dayes, but as Spivituall goides, pepresenting Ul aned fin
spirituall kingdume. Neither did Thapgaie or Zachane Larie fea

the Magistrates, but went hefare thew, for in the e ot Gl
they commaunded them to builde, s the 1ext syt farthies

[Izra g.), that they ioyned with them and !wl;mf thew, Mo
that neither by worde nor deede they paried and were bebiwle

yea when the King pwhose subivedes they wered v nndend
them to cease, thuy refused o gine aner the Dnildingg Fhis
;}plmarctl\ i kara . 23 and in bara o210 And hm,I:m» alher
[Hag, 1. 2. g, 2. 15.], because they ceased aned Dingered e
building, For that the Magistrates were against then, i‘lu-y wete

sharpelie reproued of Fagpad, and 10w i st plimmu,»; FUrse

vnto them.  Yet dire these menne laye st w;‘m the 1’w;;h

eles, as tarying & lingering for the Magristrates,  Anid wherefone ?

Forsooth they ditl not hewe timber, and einie stome fient ot ald

to further the worke,  But in dewede, were they it firste when

they commaunded and the other oheyed, and when they oyvnel

with them & helpe L Y i ~ “
hem & helped them For atheraiee might Sadomnon
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aly net i b wied 1o builde the Temple, but to tarie .for
dthers, bevanse Je him selfe hrought not the stones, neither
hewetd theny Lt conmmaunded others (as the text sayeth)
P, o & o] and they obeyed and brought great stones, and
ol stones o mitke the foundation of the house. But if
Zachurie o Paggpad had taried, it proueth not that we must
parie for onr Magisteates, por both Tehoshua the high Prieste,
ned Zerabibabel the Mrinee, were figures of the high priest-
Yowsede and prineedome of Christe, and also had an ecclesiastical
;,,;mwnwnmm puer the Chureh, which our Magistrates haue
ot A further also, cuerie lawlull Preacher at this time
bath that anthoritie of huilding Gods Church equall with
Zeruhhabel and Tehoshuah, or rather superior, for they are
comnpared with them, as the 15 of the Reuelation, and the
4. o Zavharie will Lestifie, and in the 11 of Matthewe, and
the . to the Corinthes the seconde Epistle, they are preferred
afore them.  We knowe that Moses might reforme, and the
fucgrees e Rings which followed him, and so may our
Mopistraten t yrd they may reforme the Church and com-
maunde things expedient for the same, Yet may they doo
nothing voncerning the Church, but onelie ciuilie, gmd as
ciunile Magistrates, that is, they haue not that -duthoritic ouer
the Clureh, as to be Prophetes or Priestes, or spigitual Kings,
ay they are Magistrates ouer the same: but onelie to rule the
common wealth in all outwarde lustice, to maintaine the right
welfare amd honat thereof, with outward power, bodily punish-
ment, & ciuil forcing of mé And therfore also because the
chureh s in o gommon wealth, it is of their c}mrge: that
is concerning the outward prouision & outward iustice, they
are o dook o i but to copell religion, to plant churches by
PHIWET, and to forue & submission to Jieclesiastical gox}emement
hy lawes & punalties belongeth not to them, as 18 proued
befare, neither yet to the Church, Tet vs _not tt.xerfore tarie
for Ui Magistrates: tor if they be christias ther giue leaue
& phadly anlfer & submit thé selves to the ckzurf:h gogemer}\et.
For e i o chiristian which is redeemed by Christ vnto _hohn.es
& happines for euer & professeth the same by submxttx.n‘g.lnm
gelf o his lawes & gouernmet. And if they be not christians,
gl the welfare of the church of {he saluatid of mens
soules, hang on their courtesie? But Ehey aske ho;vfwe
prome thitd Moses & the kings of Tudah & the Iudyges e oret
e, werg figures of Christ, They know it true, & dare no
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denie i, & yet o el & trithe with the traeth, Kl}¢~}: iljum::
haue it proved,  Yea they charge v a\ll.l‘hl]!ll‘%\l('? :\’\; iy
ing Magistrates, becituse we sel wul vp “\l,fll!: wor the Migis
trates aboue Christ Tesus amd ln}s‘. ;;h'n;muh‘ klll;,;tlullw(.’ “".'“V
often haue we proued by word & woitiug these nuatters, Im‘
the Scepter shal not depat fro (e, saith (hvﬂ h”‘ll“illn“lm~
[Gene, jo.] nor law giver fro lu:Lw«'nn hm‘ feete, vabi .‘ U .Inl
come, By these wordes Liwenb did prophesie, that voe H( xim«
tuke the spivitual kingdom & be Lord theveaf, namelie du«.:
Tesus, uid euer more one ot the mh'v ol Dada N .l"";‘“‘ ¥
Dauid, should foreshuw the same s i fignreg &osib o -ml n
the throne of iudgemet, to declare it more liwedie, and tha
the throne of Danid and the raigne of his children ’dnl Ry
signifie, the Seripture declrethy as at iy wolten | b, f"-‘-
In mercie shall the throne be extablished, & he shal wit vpon
it in stedlusines in the 'l'ulmrn;tr'ly of - Dhanid, belging '.u‘_nl
seeking iudgement and hasting iustice, Andd n;;,’.nv’u‘\ 'll‘vl"ﬁ- w;nt
ten [Usal. 45 In steade of thy fathers shial thy vhildren ,u,;
whom thou shadt make Princes thronghont all the earth, — Aw
this s spoken of the posteritie of Sadonwn, wh!«.;h e 'u;;un‘-;
of Christ, woere Bords of the \\‘nll}l, ek H‘wn thvolmmu i
warldly wise was not so Luge. ‘-.l--n“:tll t(lm( Posting s 35’0 m,va’;:,
nilie the kingdome of Clirist which s his chureh, which wv..n:
pretigured by Saloman & his |umlm’mv.’.xml by the itk
of Swlomon, which shadowed the chureh .“\: 'llw rlnhlnnv thereol
And agmaine 3t s owrittd [ sas g, that Cloist sladl sit vpa t}lult;.
throne of his futher Dauid, & vpon lma' l&llli,gl,‘ttfll. to onder i
& o stablish it with Judgenent ad \\~nh‘ itive f-jr el
Wherefore was it eadled the throne of Dauid & lmlkmg;clum.\
but because i w eotinual congse it shadowe o lln: hxu%;ulum ol
Christ till his coming,  ‘Therefore also e Danid, Salunien,
Tehoshaphat, Hezekiah, Tosiab, wd cg(ln,-r_.»a, weel ’dnmw in the
Seripture as figures, Ve and the cutll Kings j._l Tk, (hulgg,h
not in their wickednesse, yet in that anthoritie and eulling,
whiche they shoulde hane vightlie vsed were figures, .
For they all had their entrance at the Bt pate: of the Tem
ple, at the which the people might worshippe, hut not goe i
[Lizek. 46.]: they might pray for the ].)L:(‘al)](!,.;tl}tl by thedr saeni
fices attonement might be made: as it is writtd | Psal, 200, Tt
Iim remember all thine offevings, and turne th‘y .lmrnt olferings
into Ashes,  And againe, Saue Lorde, luy the King hueitre ve in
the daye that we call. Yea all thase Kings were to lovke

[ETE—-
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the "Tenple, 1o the building and restoring thereof when. it.was
deeayed, ws did Tehoash, Tosiah, Hezekiah, and others.

Let them l«mku‘ the 4. _nf Zacharie, the thirde of Hosea, and
&overse, the 33 of Teremie, and manie other places, especiallie
i the Psadmes, and they shall finde Dauid and his children
after himy in the throne of fudgement to foreshewe the comming
of Christ. And if the high Driestes
thuir spivitual ministation were glorious [Zacha. 4.], because
they figured  Christ Tesus, & for the glorie of their office were
copared to two Oline trees, and two golden Candlestickes
HRenelin 1], Then also must their ministration be glorious, to
whom God shall giue power in these lagter dayes to be his wit-
nesses,  For they also stande before the God of the earth, as
it is written Reuel, 11, And if anie man, whether Magistrate or
other, would hurt them, the fire of their message proceedeth
ot of their mouthes, and devoureth their enimies, Therefore
is their authoritie of God and not of man, and much lesse doeth

it depende on man, or on the Magistrate.  For vpon what man .

did the authoritic of Moses depende? yet Paule affirmeth
{2 Core 3., that the ministration of the spirite committed to
all faithfull teachers at this time, exceedeth in glorie the minis-
tration by Moses and the Prophetes before time, Vea the
Chureh hath more authoritic coneerning Church gouernement
then Magistrates, as il is written [Isa. 45.], They shall followe
thee, and shal goe in Chaines: they shall fall dewne before
thee, and make supplication vnto thee,  Tor who knoweth not,
that though Magistrates are to keepe their ciuill power aboue
All persones, yet they come vider the censure of the Church,
if they be Christians, and are openlie to humble them selues in
vafained repentaunce, when they haue openlie and grieuouslie
trespassed. They are in deede te keepe their Royal dignitie,
vel keeping that they are to abase them selues vnto God before
the face of the Church, For all powers shall serue and obeye
Christ, saieth the Prophete [Isa. 6o.]: and that kingdome. and
wation which will not also serue his Church (for so is the text)
shidl perishe, and the Nation shall be viterlie destroyed.  And
the daughters of ‘T'yrus, saieth the Psalmist [Psal. 47.], with the
riche of the people, shall do homage before thy face with pres-
entes,  And further it is writté in Isai: Euerie tounge that
shal rise against thee in ludgement, shalt thou condemne, this
is the heritage of the Lords seruauntes, and their righteousnes
is of me, saieth the Lorde [Isa 54.]. But all this would the

and Kings of Tudah in -
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aduersiries shift of, with this wmswere, thatt converning outwarde
policie we must tarie for the Magistrate s Sew howe they grope
for the wall, as menne without eyes, For when wee speike of
spirituall power and anthoritie in the Churel, don we speake of
ciuile policie, trowe ye? 8o then they condemne them selues
Teast wee should doo ity that tse spiritidl power and Feelestas
teall reformation, must proceede without tarying, bt o redress
things ciuilie, the ciile Magistrate must mweddle, and noune i
{0 take his anthoritic from him. Forowe kuowe that when
Magistrates ine bin most of all against the Clureh and the
authoritic thereof, the Chureh hath most orished,  Wee o
you therefore ye blinde Preachers wd hypoerites: for ye
spreade  vaile of darkenes vpon the people, awd bring vpon
them a cursed couering, because by your policie you hide them
“ynder the power of  Antichrist, and keepe from theiy eyes the
kingdome of Christe. The Tordes kingeome must waite on
your policia forsooth, and his Church muste hes framed t
your ciuill state, to supplic the wantes thereof s and so will
ye chaunge the Lordes gousrnement, and put your deaises in
tead thereof s but his shalbe alwayes the same, when yours
shadl chaunge with your witles, his Bowes sl alwayes abyde
whit yours shal turne in your hodes, Bis hath the sane atfices,
but yours Iitue newe and renewed offices [ B eg, @n, 4o, Mat,
28, 2o 1 Tim, 60 130 Gowe Lo therelore, wnd the vmtwarde
power i ciuil foreings, Jet va Jwiue to the Maggisteates s Lo
rule the common wealth e all outwsrde instice, hedongeeth to
them: but let the Chureh rule i spivited] wise, sand not i
worldlie maner s hy a luelie Tawe preached, and ot by 8 cinill
Jawe written: by holinesse in inwarde and antwarde obedienve,
and not in straightoesse of the ontward onelie. Hat theese
handsome Prelates, would baue the Mase and the Seepter in
their handes, and then lauing safetic and assurance by o e
on their sides, they would nde a goodlie reformation,

Beholde the Torde hath seene this theiv villanie, and he lath
made them despised and vile in the sight of the prople,  They
haue refused knowledge, and the Lorde hath vefused them,
they shall beare no more the nume of his messige.

QOf their wicked aunswere, that they can ol remedte Feings,
and therefore they will tollerale,

Beholde, the Lorde hath cast dunge on their faces, enen the
dunge of their solemne feastes | Mk, 2, s of their Chrise
masse, and Easter, and Whitsuntide, and of ol their traditions,
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receyued from - Baal. - For in their solemne meetings, then
doeth their iniquitic most woefullie appeare.  And the); haue
saide plainlie (as in the dayes of Malachie) [Mala. 1.] the table
of the Lorde is not to be regarded. For though hogges and
Pogres come thereto, yet who can redresse it: or why should
the Communion be counted polluted vnto vs? Thus they
pollute my name saieth the Lorde, and yet they say Wherein

e we poliuted thy name?  In that ye suffer such wicked-

BussG amongest you, saieth the Lorde, and say also that it is
sulferable, and ean no way be remedied. O goodlie teachers,
which cate vp the sinne of the people, and devoure seelie
sotles whyle they wil tollerate forsooth : For by tolleration, they
make valawfull things lawlull ; and by a protestation they instifie
wll iniquitie.  In deede they be cuill say they, but yee must
beare with them, for there is no remedie. So not onlie they
practise and vse them them selues, and drawe on others by
their wicked example, but also commaunde and teache all men
the like, yea hate and persecute all those which stande not
with them, O notable Protestantes, whiche both witnesse euil
& do the same. Darkenes hath certainlie couered vs, and
grosse darkenesse hath filled vs, that we could not hitheérto
espie this great follie,  For no wickednesse is tollerable, ex-
vept for the hardnes of mennes hartes, we yeelde them vp to
their wickednesse,  For the Lordes way sayeth the Scripture
{15t 35.)y is holy, and no polluted shall passe by it. And
agadne iC is written [Isa, Go], That the Lordes people (he
speiketh of the Church) shal be all righteous, that is, no open
wickednesse shal so shew it selfe in the Church, that it shoulde
L ineurable.  For cither the parties which offende, shalbe
weparite, or else they shalbe reclaymed by due admoniticn.
And therefore the Church is called the house of the liuing
Giod, the piller and grounde of trueth [r. Tim, 3.].  For by the
due order therein, Religion and holinesse is vphelde, and all
horesics, cuill maners, and wicked examples put awaye. If
then anie open wickednesse must needes be suffered, it is suf-
fered in those which are none of the church: as it is written
L1, Cor, 5], What haue I to doo to iudge them which are with-
out, doe yee not iudge them which are within ? for God iudgeth
(hem which are without. Knowe ye not (saieth the Scripture)
that a little leauen leauencth the whole lumpe. Howe then
«hall we suffer but a little wickednesse, whiche indeede is not
little if it can not be remedied. Yea Paule [1. Cor. 7.] would
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not hee brought into hondage of the Jeast thing that s, and it
is horrible iuiquitie to e servauntes o meng that s, when we
are bonght for so preat a price to glorilie God as his free men,
that we should be nsede seruaunts to menne (o suffer then
wickednesse.  Gour to therefote vee tderating Preachers, this
you get by your toleniting, foo havwe no e smenge the
righteons, nor to by of the hadie of the Charch, Por Terusalom
s ealled aeitie of traeth, amd the moomtadne of the Torde, the
holie mountaine |Zachin 8.0 Bt ye are voholie, in that v
saye, some polutions can not bee clensed sowaye, but muste
neades be sulfered among yous And this is acertiione trweh,
that where anie open disorder s incurable, there is not the
Lords Ziou, to the which he is tarned to dwell therein: that is,
they are not the Fordes Chaveh, ouer whom he doceth vaigne
to shewe his kingdome and governement, For the Tontes
kingdome is not ay mumes, and his rule in bis chureh is uor
the rule of man,  Muau is not able to veforme al things, and in
the common wealthes manic thinges wre salffered. Bt in Uwe
Church, though hypocrites which ave eallied the tares, can nat
hee rooted out, yet no open disorder shall so spreade it selfe,
that it can not be remedied.  Blse shoald not the Churehl be
called the pillar and ground of vaeth, the Tendes vestiog phee,
his holie habitation, his kingdeme and  plorions renowne
Therefore doth Paule call [ G g0f that parte of churel
gouernement, which s to separate the vingodlie, the power o
our Lovrde Tesus Christ, For thereby are the Kings bounde
with chaines, and the Nobdes with feters of yron [Pl tq9.,
that they may execute vppon them, the iadgenent that s
written, Such honor bee to all his Saiotes, And in deede this
is  greal honour we e, as Paule sayeth 20 Cors o, tha
though we walke in the fleshe, yot we ware oot after the
fleshe,  For the weapons of om warfare are not carnaldl, b
mightie through God, to caste downe houddes, casting downe
the imaginations, and evevie high thing, that is exalted agains
the knowledge of God, & bringing into captivithe euerie
thought to the obedience of Chyrist.  So then there is nothing
which the Torde will not breake, if it be against his glorie,
neither anie wickednes which the gouernement of his Churche
is not able to put downe.  For the Scepter of Christis aoright
Seepter [Psale 48.] hee will keepe inawe his people in this
life, and put aparte from them the vorulie: he shall be Tudge
among the Teathen, and 11 all with dead bodies, il smite

U
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the heades oner great Countries [Psal, 1 10.], and after this life
he hath made readie the last vengeance against all disobe-
dience, when the obedience of his people is fulfilled, Howe
then dare these menne teache vs, that anie euill thing is toler-
able in the Chureh, as though the church gouernement could
not remedie it: yea and so tolerable, that all men
should e brought into hondage thereby : yea
intw 50 foulishe hondage, that they should
protest a thing to be euill, and
5o thinke they are excused to
practise the same,

Rebert Browne's « Treatise of Reformation without Tarying for anje®
swan pubdished at Middelburgh in Holland in 1582, during” Browne's two
years' exile there I the same year were published “A Booke which
sheweth the Life wnd Manners of all Trae Christfans” and # A Treatise
apeat the 23 of Matthewe”  These three treatises of Browne's are some-
times foumd together, bound as one. This is the case in the copy in the
Eomgregational Library in Boston, used for this leaflet, transcribed by the
kindness of Mr. W, I, Cobly, the libvarian, and by his own hand; but Dr,
Dexter's mpression was that the treatises were issued separately as fast as
printed, although with the intention of making one book of them, the three
Lwing unitieal by one purpose.  “These books, aside from any little local
varreney which they may have had, were sent over in sheets into England,
where they were boand wd circulated by warm sympathizers there; where
they anived al the clignit}' of drawing a special proclamation from the
aueen; stid where, before Browne trod again his natal soil, two men had
heen hunged Tor dispurging the same.”

The cenmmon principle of these works was the principle of Congrega-
tionulism, or Independency,— the theory of church government adopted by
the Pilprim Fathers, who were long called Brownists in England, and
which finally beciune the polity of Cromwell and most of the ieading men
of the Commanwenlth. Robert Browne may properly be called the first
Inlepemdent s and so close were the relations in that day of civil and eccle-
shestiad organization that the veforms which he inaugurated have as great
political as religious significance,  * Robert Browne, I must think,” says
e, Dlexter, s entitled to the proud pre-eminence of having been the
first writer clearly to state and defend in the English tongue the true —and
now accepted e doctrine of the relation of the magistrate to the church”:
manely, that, 5o long as men conduct themselves properly in society and
reapect thee vights of others, the magistrate has nothing to do with their
cretdd,  “The magistrates,” said Robert Browne, “have no ecclesiastical
wuthevity at all, but only as any other Chyistians, if so- be they be Chris-
tianw”#'lhe church planted or gathered,” so he defines the church, de-
seribing in the word the polity of early New Ingland and of the English
Comnmeonwealth, #is a company or number of Christians or believers, which
by & willing covenant made with their God are under the government of
God and Chiist, and keep his laws in one holy communion.”  The congre-
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gatinna hased upon the teching of Hriowne Ltew nothing of o4 sarparadn i
vlerical order, Fhie ministers were of abe heetheer, hke all others ol 1he :
«'ungmg:\linn. Thus Brownisim, ar Congregationslisg, o et evnrrywhers
the Soil and seod of democracy, " Browne Taud po pdea o Y o depin
crat or thatt I was teachivg t{mnw pacy. Hin conveprion o vhael gov
srnment was of the absolute monarchy of Chust oaer hin vl l B
then Te conerived of Cluist the king i eigning thremgh ws nany tepents .
as there are individual shjecs of Bis kingdoo whe fultd the conlidionec
their high ofiive mwl Tive pear o bim aned mader U guidhanes of e Thaly
Chost, 80 he bieke! oo into the Fast, sailing with his Laer set ke
a ot aver towand the glowing West} ™

Browie's life and teching were hoth presented to the svordd fon genend ‘
tions almost exclusively by his enensien s they suftered grestly at vhdr
hands,  TUwas reservesd gur Roeve Henry Misrtyn Dexter o tnake ot
ough study of Browne's caeer and works, aned e foll fuatice to hin ey,
“T'he student is referred G the chapter on Browne b D Dester's © Conge
gationalism us seen in its [ iterture,” that inexhanstible mine of infivna
tion upon the history of carly Pwitanism. It reforenuen tw the whole
Titerature of the subjuct are cx?mumivc.
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