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o Jous Jav, dwugust 1, 1786,

Your sentiments, that our affairs are drawing rapidly to a
cristy, aceord with my own,  What the event will be, is also
Beyond the reach of my foresight,  We have errors to correct.
We have probably had too goud an opinion of human nature
in forndng our confederation.  Iixperience has taught us that
men will not adopt and carry into execution measures the
hest caleulued for their own good, without the intervention
of w coereive power. 1 do not conceive we can exist long as a
nation without having lodged somewhere a power, which will
pervade the whole Union in as energetic a manner as the
authority of the State governments extends over the several
Sttes, : ,

To be fearful of investing Congress, constituted as that body
is, with ample authoritics for national purposes, appears to me
the very climax of popular absurdity and maduess. Could
Congross exert them for the detriment of the public, without
injuring thumselves in an cqual or greater proportion? Are
not their interests inseparably connected with those of  their
constituents 2 Ry the rotation of appointment, must they not
wingle frequently with the mass of citizens?  Is it not rather
to be apprehended, if they were possessed of the powers before
deseribed, that the individual members would be induced to
use them, on many oceasions, very timidly and inefficaciously -
for fear of losing their popularity and future election? We
nust take human nature as we find it Perfection falls not
t the share of mortals, Many are of opinion that Congress
have too frequently made use of the suppliant, humble tone of
requisition in applications to the States, when they had a right
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to assert theie imperind dignity and comnund obedienee, L
that as it may, requisitions are s pesfect nullity where thirteen
sovercign, independent, disunited States are in the habit of
discussing and refusing complianee with them thedr aption,
Requisitions are actually litde better than a jest and  hysword
throughout the Tand, I you tell the Jegislatures they have
violated the treaty of peace, and inviuded the prevogatives of
the confederacy, they will laugh in your Tace, What then is to
b done?  Things cannot o on in the sane tradn forever, 1
s much to be feared, s oyou observe, that the better kind
of people, heing disgusted with the cirenmstances, will have
their minds prepared for any revolution whidever, Weare apt
to run from one extreme into another, To anticipate and pres
vent disastrous contingencies would be the part of wisdour and
patriotism.

What astonishing changes a few years are capable of produe-
ing. 1 am told that even respectable characters speak of @
monarchical form of government without horror. From think-
ing procecds speaking; thence to acting is often bat s single
step.  But how irrevocable and tremendons - What o frivmph
for our enemies o verify their precictions ! What o trivmph
for the advocates of despotism o tind  that we are incapable of
govarning ourselves, and that systems founded o the iy of
equal liberty are merely ideal and falbwione] Wonld to Geod,
that wise measures may be taken in e tooavert the eonses
quences we hiave but too mneh v to apprehend,

Retired as T o from the world, T fimbkly acknowledpe |
eannot feel myself an unconeerned spectator. Vet aving bap-
pily assisted in Dringing the ship fute port, aned Taving been
fairly discharged, it 15 not my husiness to embark ayggin on a
gea of trovbles,  Nor could it be expected that my sentiments
and opinions would have much weight on the minds of my
countrymen. They have heen nerdected, though riven i o last
legracy in the most solemn manner, 1 had then perchaps some
claims to public attention, [ consider myself as having none
at present.

To Jamus Mavtson, Nopember g, 1786,

Fain would 1 hope that the great and most important of all
subjects, the federal government, may be considered with that
calm and deliberate attention, which the magnitude of it so
eritically and loudly calls for at thiy critical moment,  Let pre-
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jrehices mnreasanble jeabousios, and local interests yield t
reasen sond Bherashitye Lot ws ookt our national cgaracteq
wid o Hongs beveadd the present moment. No morn (')V(:I"
dawned e favirabidy e ours dd's and no day was ever
mate clonded than the present, Wisdom and good examples
are neviary ab this time to resene the political machine from
the fmpending storn, Virginia has now an opportunity to set
the l.tlm'r. wnd B enoughe of the former, 1 hope, to take the
fead 0 pn?muliu;g tos preat and arduous work.  Without an
Altertion i o political ereed, the supersteucture we have
been seven years in raising, at the expense of so much treasure
aned blood, must Gl We e fast verging to anarchy and con-
funden, ‘

Hy o detter which 1 have yeceived from General Knox, who
B just returned from Miosachusetts, whither he had "been
sent by Congress conseguent of the commotions in that State
is replete witlomelimcholy aceounts of the temper and designé
of a comsiderable part of that people.  Among other things he
RAYN S

YCThrir vieesd s that the propedy of the United States has been pro-
ter il from e eontise sling n% Britain by the joint exertions of o) and

thm;fmv ght b e th eomman property of il @ and he that attempts op
pssition T this vl i an enemy o eguity and justice, and ought to be

swept foan off the Tace of the earth Agatn: @“They are determined to .

artiliibate all debas, pabdic atal private, snd have agrardan Jaws, which are
widly Fitecrel by the s of anfunded paper money, which shall be 2
tandey il s whatewer” He adds: “The number of these people
anionnt i Masachusets to ulont one fifth part of several populous coun.
tigs, atind fer thens may b collected people of similar sentiments from the
States ol Rhusle Tl Connectieat, and New Hampshire, so as to consti-
tte i Bindy of alwmt twelve or ffteen thousand desperate and unprincipled
wen. They wre chiefly of the young and active part of the community.”

[ow melincholy is the reflection, that in so short a space
we shiould have miude such Jarge strides towards fulfilling the
predictions of our transatlantic foes!  “Teave them to them-
selves, and their government will soon dissolve,”  Will not the
wise annd grond stive hard 1o avert this evil?  Or will their su-
pineness sulfer ignorance and  the arts of self-interested,
dusiyning, disaffected and desperate characters to involve this
great country in wretchedness and contempt? What stronger
evidenee can be given of the want of energy in our govern-
ment thin these disorders?  If there is not power in it fo
check them, whiat security has a man for life, liberty, or prop-
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erty? Poyon Lam sue [ need mot adianght oncthis subject,
The consequences of a L or inetticiont governtent are ton
obvious o be dwelt upon. Thirteen sovereiguties plling
syrainst cach other, aud all topging at the f(“,t.l\‘l‘;ll heead, will
soon bring tuin on the whales whereas o hberal ad ener
getie constitution, well grarded and closely wittehied 1o prevent
creroachiments, might restore us to that deggree of respectability
and consequentes, to whiclh we Dl s Gatir clain and the hright
ent prospect of atlaining.

To Husey Ko, Diecember 20, 1810,

[n hoth your letters you intimaie thit the men of retlection,
principle, and property i New Fnglind, feclingg the inetlicaey
of their prosent government, are contempliting @ change s bt
you are not explicit with vespest to its natwre T has been
supposed that the constitution of the State of Massachusels
was amongst the most energetic in the Upfem, May not these
disorders then be aseribed tooan indulgent exercise of the
powers of administration? 1 your laws anthorized, and your
powers e cqual to the suppression of these tunmlts in e
lirst instanee, delay wnd unneegssay expedients wore e
proper.  ‘These are rarely well appliod; awd the siine Guses
would produce similar effeets in any form of government, if the
powers of it are not excrcised, 1 oask thie question for ins
formation, I know nothing of the facti,

That Great Britain will be an unconcerned spevtitor of the
present insurrections, il they continue, is not ta be expected.
That she is at this moment sowing the sewds of jeatousy and
discontent among the various tribes of Tudins on our (ronticrs,
admits of no doubt in my mind ; and that shewill improve every
apportunity to foment the spirit of turbulenee within the howels
of the United States, with o view of dist Feting oup povernments
and promoting divisions, is with me not less certadn, Her fivst
maneuvres in this will no doubt be covert, and may renain so
Gl the period shall arvive when decided liue of vonduet may
avail her,  Charges of violating the troady, and nthier pretexts,
will then not be wanting to color averl acts, temelineg (o effeet
the great objects of which she has fonge been in labor, A man
is now at the head of their American affairs, well calealated to
conduet measures of this kind, and more than probably wis see
lected for the purpose.  We ought not therefore L sleep nor W
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slamler, Nigilanee in watching and vigor in acting is become
i my opiskm adispensably necessary,  1f the t,powe.rs are
iaderguate, smend ar alter themy; but do not let us sink into

the lowest state of homilintion and contempt, and become 2
by-wored inoall the varth,

oo Hewey Knox, fedreaary 3, 1787,

f fu yrr h‘-u.rr of the 1gth you express a wish to be informed
;. lex},&nxn‘v‘m;nu, respenting the convention proposed to be
whl in Philadelphia May nest,  n confidence 1 inform you,
that it is not, at this time, my intention to attend it.  When
this 1natter was first moved in the Assembly of this State, some
of the principal characters of it wrote to me, requesting they
might be permitted to put my name in the delegation. To this
abjected, Phey again pressed, and 1 again refused, assign-
fe amens ather reasons my having declined meeting the So-
viety of the Cincinaad . that place about the same time, and
that 1 thought it wenld e disrespectful to that body, to whom I
owe soneh, te b there on any other oceasion, Notwithstanding
these intimations, my name was inserted in the act; and an of-
fial commpmnivation thereof made by the executive to me, to
whetn, wt the same tme that T expressed my sense for the confi-
dewve veposed inome, T declared thaty as 1 saw no prospect of
v attending, it was my wish that my name might not remain
i the delegation o the exclusion of another, To this I
ave been reguested in emphatical terms not to decide abso~
Bitedy, aw no ineonvenience would result from the new appoint-
ment of anothien, ot least for some time yet. .

Thins the matter stands, which is the reason of my saying to
v s cmfidvi, That at present I retain my first intention not
W go. In the mean while, as Thave the fullest conviction of
vour {rivndship for and attachment to me, know your abilities
to judge, and your means of information, I shall receive any
cotmmunications from you on this subject with thankfulness.
My fiest wish is o do for the best, and to act with propriety.
Vou know me tos well to believe that reserve or concealment
of any apinion or clreamstance would be at all agreeable to
me, The legality of this convention I do not mean to discuss,
nor how problematical the issue of it may be, That powers
are winting none can deny Through what medium they are’
1o b deriveed will, Tike other matters, engage the attention of
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the wise. ‘That which takes the shortest course b abtain
them, in my opitinn will, under present eirgumslanees, b
found best; otherwise, ke a howse on fire, whilst the most
regular mode of extinguishing the thanes is contended for, the
building is reduced to ashes, My ophutons of the energetic
wants of the federal government are well known, My public
annunciations and  private declirations have uniformly ex:
pressed these sentiments; aned, however constitutional it may
he for Congress Lo puint out the defects of the federad system,
[ am strongly inclined to believe that it would not be found
the most elficacious elannel for the recommentdiations, more
especially the alterations, to flow, for rewsons ton obvious to
enumerite®

The system on which you seen disposed to build a national
government is certainly more envrgetic, and 1 dare say in every
point of view more desirable than the present, which frow ex.
perienee we find is not ouly slow, dubilitated, s liable to be
thwarted by every breath, but is defective in that seereey,
which, for the accomplishment of many of the most important
national objects, is indispensably necessiary § aud Lesides, have
ing the legislative, exeeutive, and judiciary departments: cone
centred, iy exceptionable.  But, at the s time that I gave
¢his opinin, 1 believe the political mawhine will yel be mueh
tumbled and tossed, and possibly be wrecked altogether, be
fore that or anything like it will e adopted, "The drling
sovercigmties of eich State, the governors vleated aud eleet,
the legislators, with o long tribe of et celeras, whose political
inportanee will be lessened, i€ not annihilited, would pive
(heir weight of opposition o sich o revolution, Tt [ nay b
speaking without book; for, searcely ever going ol my own
farms, 1 see few people, who do not call upon me, and am
very little acquainted with the sentiments nf the great publie,
Indeed, after what I have seen, or rather after what I have
heard, [ shall be surprised st nothing g for, it three years since
any person had told me that there woukd have been such
a formidable rehellion as exists at this day syinst the Taws

o My, Jay hie wrote, tonching upon the same anbicit, more than i nonth bteer f
would fain try what the wisdom of the proposed cunvenbuu will sngpest, uid wlint can he
effected by their coungeli, Ty be Une fast praceshls mnle of estying the practivability
of the present form, without o greater lape of tise, that the exigency of e atlaivs wil
allow,  1n striet propriety, a convention so haliden oy net be tegal, Ulongress, hiwever,
may giva it a coloriug by recommendation, whieli woulil fit 5t maore 1 the taste, without pro.

vaeding to a definition ol the pawers, Vhis, howeves conrtitutiona Uy 60 udght b done, woukd
not in my opinitm be expedient "~ Man fv v,

-
/

and ronstittiom of our own making, I should have thought
ham st Bedbante, @it subject for o mad-house,

Too Jases Mavtiox, March 33, 1787

1o gl to nnd that Congress: have recommended to the
Slates to appear e the convention proposed to be holden
in Phildelphia next May,  Lthink the reasons in favor have
the preponderaney over those against it, It is idle in my opin-
jon o suppese that the Sovereign can be insensible to the
imdequacy of the powers under which they act, and that, see-
e oty they should not recommend a revision of the federal
systeny . espedially when it is considered by many as the only
constitutivmal mode by which the defects can be remedied.
Had Compress proceeded to a delineation of the powers, it
might have wonnded an alarm g but, as the case is, I do not
conceive that it will have that effect® ..

[ arm fully of opinion that those who lean to a monarchical
government have cither not consulted the public mind, or that
they live in a vegion which (the levelling principles in which
they were hred being entirely eradicated) is much more pro-
duetive of memarchical ideas, than are to be found in the
sethern Stiates, where, from the habitual distinctions which .
have always existed ameng the people, one would have ex-
pucted the first generation and the most rapid growth of them.
[ am sl elear, that, even admitting the utility, nay, necessity
of the form, yeb that the period is vot :}rrived for adopting the
chunge without shiking the peace of this country to its founda-
fon, That 2 thorough reform of the present system 1S indis-
pensalile, none, who bave capacitics to judge, will deny; and
with hand Jand heart] I hope the husiness will be essayed in
a (ull convention,  After whieh, if more powers and more de-
cinion s not found in the existing form, if it still wants energy
and that seereey and despateh (either from the non-attendance
or the local views of its members), which is characteristic of
pond government, and if it shall be found (the contrary 1of
which, however, 1 have always been more afraid of than of the
abume of them), that Congress will, upon all proper occasions,

e in S a letter to
e i, sl DL S S St
l'lnl.idrl;:hm i the secontd Monday of May, Ihese papers were taken up by LonBress

h Bt v in favor o
relerredd B ik committee, mnnieﬂinﬁ uf one member %r«){\\ each SHtate, who reported in fav
Yenvitnreiling to the several Yeglulatures to rend delegates.
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exert the powers which are given, with i and steady hand,
instead of fritteringg them back o the States, where the men-
bers, in place of viewing themselves in their mational vharacter,
are too apt to e looking, -1 say, alter thiv essay is e, if
the system proves inefbicient, vonviction of the negessity of
change will e disseminated among all classes of the people.
Then, and not till then, inmy opinioncan it b attempted
without invelving all the evils of civib diseord,

1 confess, however, Uit my opinion of public virtue is so far
changed, that 1 have my doubts whether any svstem, withoul
the means of coercion in the sovereign, will enforee due abe
dience to the ordinaness of @ general government; without
which everything chse fails.  Laws or ordininces wnohserved,
or partially attended to, had better never lave been made ;
beeause the first is & mere nihil, and the second is productive
of much jealousy and discontent.  But what kind of voercion,
you may ask, This fndeed will require thonghit, though the
non-compliance of the States with the lite requisition s an
evidence of the necessity, 1t is somewhat simgular that o«
State (New York), which wsed to be foremont in all federal
measures, should now tum her face against thew in admost
every instanoe, ..

It gives me great pleasure (o hear that there s prebability
of a full representation of the Stutes in convention ;. but, if the
delegates come to it under fetters, the salutary ends proposed
will, in my opinion, be greatly embarvassed and vetaded, if not
altogether defeated. 1 am desitous of knowing how this mat
tev is, as wy wish is that the convention miy adapt ne tempor
izing expedients, but probe the defeets of the constitution o
the bogtom, and provide a rdieal “cure, whether they are
agreed to or not. A conduet of this kind will stamp wisdom
and dignity on their proceedings and hold up o light which
gooner or later will have its influence*

*0 14 griven ma plessure 1o Gud by vour letier, that there voil be s full @ represenny
tiom from dis State, 11 the cane lad Been otherwiae, U wonld i empshatte womn Bave wiged
agaln that, rather thine depend upon iy going, sivalier miglt b chosen by uy phaiey funoan
a friend und in contidence, tlm‘\.\rc tor ey LG py snsenl b een contary ey h\-iy,mrm;
Beeause the act will, T apprehiend, e comsidersd an Ieosiatent with iy puabilis declarating,
delivered in a solenni wanner at an interesting eva of my e, wever e s inerieddle i
publie piatters,  ‘Phis declaration not wutly stands on the Bled of Congrens, bt i T helieve
vegistered in almost all the gazettes ind miggines that we pstibintord il whiat adids 1o the
conbiyrrarsnient is, 1 lad, previous to my wpeintaent, nformed by o vin ok Teer the sy
eral Stite Societies of the Cineinnat of my i'nlcmiun 10 decling the presidency of that vnler,
and excused myself from altending the next general meeting Wt l’mlmlrh:hi;\ s the fues
Monday in May; assigniog veanons for so dodag, which apply as well fn the une sane an iy

the other.  Add'to thewe, 1 very much fear thiat il the Stalen will iot apgasr b vunveiinien,
and it rome of them will come ettered s s 1o ugiste Daler o aecelerate the g

Y

Too Parew s Hewuy, September 24, 1787,

In the fist moment after my return, 1 take the liberty of
sewling you w copy of the eoustitntion, which the federal con-
weation b submitted o the people of these States, I accom-
pany it with ue observations. Your own judgment will at once
discover Ui g and the exeeptinnable parts of it; and your
experience vf te dithienlties, which have ever arisen when at-
tempts Juve been made o reconcile such variety of interests
aned Biead prejudices, as pervade the several States, will render
explination wnnecessary, [ wish the constitution, which is
effered, had Bern made more perfect; but I sincerely believe
it s the best tat could be obtained at this time.  And, as a
eomstitutiona] door is opened for amendment hereafter, the
acloption of it, wudder the present circumstances of the Union,
iu inomy epinin desirable,

From a4 variety of concurring accounts it appears to me,
that the pelitical concerns of this country are in a-manner sus-
peneed By o theead, and that the convention has heen looked
np oy by the retlecting part of the community, with a  solici-
e which s leodly to be conceived and, i nothing had
been sgrecd on by that body, anarchy would soon have en-
el the seeds lieing deeply sown in every soil.

To Hisky Kyox, Ocfober, 1987,

‘Phe constitution is now before the judgment-seat. It has,
an wits expeeted, it adversaries andl supporters, Which will
preponderate oyet to be decided. The former more than
probulily will he most active, a8 the major part of them will, it
i to e feared, he governed by sinister and self-important
motives, to which everything in their breasts must yield, The
opposition from another class of them may perhaps (if they
shonld bee men of reflection, candor, and information), subside
i the solution of the following simple questions: 1. Is the
coustitution, which is submitted by the convention, prefprable
to the government (i€ it can be called one,) under which we
wow live? 2. In it probable that more confidence would at the
i e e o dreamstances of oy o QUL

virlded, nawever, o whint appentred 10 by the carnest wishes of my [riends, T will hope for the
Vopnt, "V o Hosdeinsgenns o Fimiond Lamdolph, o April, 17%7.
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fime he placed in another convention, pre wided the experiment
shodd e tried, than was pleed in the last one, amd it
likely that a hetter agreement would Gike plice therein? - What
would be the consequences i these shouakd not happen, o even
from the delay, which mmst inevitalily follow stelt an experi-
ment?  Is there not a eonstitutional door apen for alterations
or amendments ? and s it not likely that veal defeets will be as
readily discovered after as before trial? and will nol our sace
cessors he as ready o apply the remedy as ourselves, if oce
ston should vequire it? - To think otherwise will, in.my judge
ment, be aseribing more of the amor patrie, more wisdom and
more virtue to ourselves, than [ think we deserve,

It is highly probable that the refusal of our Governor and
Colone]l Mason to subseribe to the proceedings of the convens
tion will have a bad effect in this State; for, as you well
obsurve, they must not only assign reasons for the justification
of their own conduet, but it is highly probable that these vea-
soms will be clothed in most territic array for the purpose of
alarming.*  Some things ave already addressied to the Tears of
the people, and will no doubt have their effect, A fur, how-
ever, as the seuse of this part of the country B been taken,
it is strongly in favar of the proposed constitntion,  Further |
sannot speak with precision. 10 powerful opposition is given
to it, the weight thereof will, 1 apprehend, come from the
south side of James River, and from the western counties,

To Busuron Wasmineron, Neeember vo, 1787,

That the Assembly would afford the people s opportunity
of deciding on the proposed constitution, [ had searcely o
doubt. ‘The only question with me was, whether it would po
forth under favorable auspices, or veceive the stamp of disap-
probation.  The opponents 1 expected (for it vver has been
that the adversaries to o measure are more active than its
friends,) would endeavor to stamp it with unfavorable impres-
sions, in order to bias the judgment, that is ultimately to
decide on it. T'his is evidently the case with the writers in
opposition, whose objections are better caleulated to alarm the
fears, than to convinee the judgment of theiv readers. They

*Randolph sxplained his position o a Letter to the Spedher of the Touse of Delegaes,

10 October, 1787, 1L waw widdely circulated in the newnpapers, and printel in panphlet .
1t was reprinted in YVovd, Pampliéots on the Constitution, .

It

Tarild their objections wpon principles that do not exist, which
thee constitntion does ot support them in, and the existence of
which has bieen, by an appeatl o the constitution itself, flatly
denied s wnd then, s i they were unanswerable, draw all the
dreadinl vonsequences that are necessary to alarm the appre-
hemsions of the ignorant or unthinking, It is not the interest
of the major part of those characters to be convinced ; nor will
their Joval views yield to arguments, which do not accord with
their present o future prospects. '

A candidl solation of a single question, to which the plainest
understanding is competent, does, in my opinion, decide the
dispute : namely, Is it best for the States to unite or not to
wnite 7 1 there are men who prefer the latter, then unques-
tionably the constitation which is offered must, in their esti-
mation, he wrong from the words, ¢ We the people)’ to the
signature, inclusively ; but those who think differently, and yet
abject to parts of it, would do well to consider, that it does not
lie with any ear State, or the minorily of the States, to super-
wirtiet i constitution for the whole,  The separate interests, as
far as it is practicable, must be consolidated ; and local views
st be attended to, as far as the nature of the case will admit.
Plence it is, that every State has some objection to the present
form, and these objeetions are directed to different points.
“That which i most pleasing to one is obnoxious to another,
and s6 wie versar. 1 then the union of the whole is a desira-
Bl ahject, the component parts must yield a little in order to
accomplish it. Without the latter, the former is unnttal}mbl'e;
for again [ repeat it, that not a single State, nor the minority
of the States, can force a constitution on the majority. But,
admitting the power, it will surely be granted, that it cannot be
diome without involving scenes of civil commotion, of a very
seriows nature, ey

1ot the opponents of the proposed constitution in this State
fie psked, and it is a question they certainly ought to have
asked themselves, what line of conduct they would advise to
adopt, il nine other States, of whicl} I think there. is little
doubt, should accede to the constitution.  Would they recom-
mend that it should stand single? Wil they connect it with
Khode Island? Or even with two others checkerwise, and re-
main with them, as outcasts from the society, to shift for themw-
selves?  Or will they retwn to their 'depenclence on Great

witain?  Or, lastly, have the mortification to come in when
they will be allowed no eredit for doing so?
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The wirmest friends and the best supporters the constitu
tion has. do not contend that it is tree from imperfections; bt
they found them unavoidable, andd are sensible, i evil s lkely
(o arise therefrom, the remedy must eome hereafters forin the
present moment it is not o e obtained ; and, as thoere is
A comstitutional door open for ity T think the people (for it s
with them to judge), can, as they will ave the advantage of
experience on their side, decide with s nned propricty on the
alterations amd wmendments whivh are necessary, i ournelves,
I do not think we are more inspired, have more wisdow, or
possess more virtne, e those who will vome after us,

‘The power under the constitution will always he in the
peaple, Tt s intrusted for certain dedined purposes, and for
a cortain limited period, to representatives ol theiv own choos
ing; and, whenever it is exeeuted contrary to their interest, or
not agrecable to tieir  wishes, their servants oan and  une
doubtedly will e reealled. It is agreed on all lsods, that no
government can he well administered without powers; yet, the
instant these are delegated, although those, who are intrusted
with the administration, ave no more than the creatures of the
people, wet s it were but for e day, and are smenable for
every [alse step they ke, they ey from the moment they
receive ity set down as tyrants o their natares, they woukd con
cetve from this, mmediately changed, ad that they can: biwve
no other disposition but o oppress,  OF these things, in a
government constituted sl guarded as oy is, 1 have oo ddese
anel do firmly believe, that, whilst nnny evfensible reisons are
assigned to prevent the adoption of it the real ones are con
cealed behind the curtains, beeause they are not of a natwre
o appear in open diy. 1 helieve fuether, supposing then
pure, that as great evils result from ton great jeadousy s fvom
the want of it.  We need look, T think, no further for proof
of this, than to the constitutiem of some, if not all, of these
States,  No man is o warmer advoeate for proper restiints
and wholesome checks in every department of government, thin
[am; hut 1 have never vet bren able to discover the propriety
of placing it absolutely out of the power of men to render
essential serviees, becanse a possibility remains of their dojug
il

Too Diavin Sroawr, Vovember 3o, 1787,

[ have seen no pudslication yet, that ought in my judgment
fo shake the proposed constitution in the mind of an impartial
awd caadisd publicc In fine, T have hardly seen one, that is | .
not addresasd to the passions of the people, and obviously cal-
cubisted 1o adarm their fears, Fvery attempt to amend the con-
siibution at this tme s inomy opinion idle and vain,  If there
are ehancters, who prefer disunion, or separate confederacies,
to the general government, which is offered to them, their
npposition niy, for anght T know, proceed from principle ; but
ax nothimy, wecovding to my conception of the matter, is more
tn be deprecated than a disunion or these distinet confeder-
acies, ws Gar sy voiee can go it shall be offered in favor
of the latter, Tt there are some writers, and others perhaps
whor nuty not have written, that wish to see this union divided
inti several confederacies, 15 pretty evident.  As an antidote
to these apinions, and in order to investigate the ground of
objuctions o the vonstitntion which s submitted, the Zed-
erafist, vnder the signature of  PubLivs, i written, The
numhers, which have buen published, [ send you. If there
i printer in Richmond, who is really well disposed to sup-
pert the new  constitution, he would do well to give them
a place in his paper,  They are, I think I may venture to say,
written by able men: and before they are finished will, or I
am mistaken, plice matters in a teue point of light. Although
I am aeguainted with the writers, who have « hand in this
work, [ ant not at liberty to mention names, nor would I have
it knewn that they we sent by me to you for promulgation,*

T Besesn Raxnponrtt, Janeary 8, 1788,

e diversity of sentiments upon  the important matter,
which has been submitted to the people, was as much expected
ax it is regretterd by me, The various passions and mwtives,

®F g, 4 i et A et wh i6 the author e authors of Publius? *—IF ashington to
Amos, § Frhmy, (288 . ) ) )

htoliey oth, H.{mlhuu went t Washington the irst number of the I'ezfn'mlut‘,‘yvxth.ouf;
Ay wtination st the authorahip, Ior the remaining numbers of DunLivs, \{I)l.Olt.g
Waahington fu reply, V1 shall ;\ukrmwledﬁe myself obliged, as I am persum:lcd the subject;
will be well lnlled by the author of them! November 18th, Madison sent h{llm seven;
viihers, suggesting that they he republished in Virginia, and gaying that lns[nwn' fgref' 0
commention with the publication was such as to tqfford g restraint of delicacy [rom i erees “;ﬁ
mynedl digeetly in the republication elsewhera. You will recognize one of the pens concern
it tank, Phere are three in the whole, A fourth may possibly hear a part.
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by which men are influenced, are concomitants of fallibility,
engrafled into vur natwre for the purposes af unerving wis-
dom; but, had | entertained a lient hope cat the time: you
moved to have the constitution submitted o second comven
tion,) that & more perfect form wimkd beagreed o, in i word,
that any constitution would b adoptesdbunder the impressions
and instructions of the members, the pabdications, which have
taken place stnee, would have eradivated every form of L
How do the sentiments of  the influentid characters in this
State, who e opposed o the constitntion, and lave favored
the public with their opinions, gquadrade with eaelt other 2 Are
they not at varianee on some of the most Bportant points ?
If the opponents in the seme State cannot agree iu their princi
plos, what prospect is there of @ coalescence with the advocites
of the measure, when the ditferent views and jarring interests of
so wide and extended an empire ave o be hrought forward and
combated ? ‘

To my judgment it is mere clesw than ever, that s attempt
to amend the constitution, which is submitted, would be pro-
duetive of more heat and greder confusion than can well be
conceived,  There ate some things in the new form, bowill
veadily acknowledge, which uever did, and T oame persuaded
never will, obtain my cordial approbation; ot [ ten did con
ceive, and do now most fivmly Delieve, that in the agpregate it
is the best constitution, that can he vbtained at this epoch, d
that this, or a dissolution of the Union, awaits onre cholce, and
are the only alternatives hefore us Phns helievingg 1 had not,
nor have I now, any hesitation i deciding on which to lean,

To e MARQUIS Dy CHANTELLUX, cpril 28, 1788,

The comstitution which was proposed by the {edera) conven-
tion has been adopted by the States of Massachusetts, Connee-
ticut, New Jersey, Pennsvlvania, Delawire, and Georgia, No
State has rejected it The convention of Maryland is now
sitting, and will probably adopt it; as that of South Ciroling
is expeeted to do in May.,  The other conventions will spisein
Dble early in the summer,  Hitherto there has been maeh groites
unanimity in favor of the proposed government, thian could live
reasonably been expected.  Shoukd it be adopted Gand 1 think
it will be), Ameriea will lift up her head again, and in o few
years become respectable among the nations, 1t is o fattering

15

amd comsobatory veffection, that our rising republics have the.
ool wishes o all the philosophers, patriots, and virtuous men'

i all natinnes and that they ook upon them as a kind of asy-

b for wankind, God grant that we may not disappoint their

honest egpeeiitions by oue folly or perverseness,

Tor Tiosas Jrer crson, oLuyust 31, 17880 75 o0

The werits and defects of the proposed constitution have
heen hgely wmd ably discussed, For myself, I was ready to
Jave cibnaced any tolerable compromise, that was competent
o wave ws from impending ruing and I can say there are
seareely any of the amendments, which have been suggested,
1o which [ have much objection, except that which goes to the
prevention of direet taxatdon,  And that, T presume, will be
mete stremously advocated and insisted upon hereafter, than
any other, I had indulged the expectation, that the new
povernment wonll enable  those entrusted  with its admine
istration o do justice to the public creditors, and retrieve
the wational character, Tty if no means are to be employed
Bt reuisitions, that expectation was vain, and we may as well
peenr 1o the old confederation,  1E the system can be put in
operation, without touching much the pockets of the people,
prenhiapes it may be done bug, in my judgment, infinite ctrcum-

spection and pradence are yet necessary in the experiment.

(1 iv nearly impossible for anybody who has not been on the
spot (from any description) to conceive what the delicacy and
dunger of our situation have been, Though the peril is not
past entirely, thank God the prospect is somewhat brightening,

Visu will probably have heard, before the receipt of this
letter, that the general government has heen adopted by eleven
States, and that the actual Congress have been pgevex}ted from
fssning their ordinance for carrying it into execution, in conse-
quence of a dispute about the place at which the future Con-
gress shall meet, It ds probable, that Philadelphia or New
York will soon be agreed upon. )

T will just touch on the bright side of our_n‘atwnal state,
Lefore 1 conclude; and we may perhaps Y€Joice, that the
prople have been ripened by misfortune for the recfepglgp of
a good government.  They are emerging from the gulf of dissi-

pation and debt, into which they had precipitated themselves

»

At the close of the war, Economy and industry are evi-
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dently gaining ground.  Not only agricaltnre, but even mann
factures, are mueh wmore attended to than formerly, Not
withstanding the shiackles under which one trace in genend
Labors, commerce to the Fast Indies s proseented withe eone
siderable snecess,  Salted provisions sued other produes (pare
tienkurly from Massachnsetts, ) have fommd an advitntiygeons
market there. Phe voyages are s much shorter, and the
vessels are navigated ab soonel less expense, that we may
Bope Lo rival sd supply, rat deast throngh the West Indies,)
some part ol Faeope with commndities from thenee, This
year the exports from Massachusetts have ameunted o @ grea
deal more than their imports, 1 wish this was the cse every-
where, ...

Too Ty L, Sepfember 22, 1755,

Your ohservations on the solemnity of  the erisis, and its
application to myself, hring hefore e stibjects of the most
momentony and interesting mature,  Tnooue cndeavors (o ess
tablish o new general government, the vontest, nationally
considered, seems not to bave been s mmeh for glory as
esistence, LU was for o lomg tme doubtful whethier we were
W survive as an independent republie, o deeline from one
federal dignity into insignificant and wretched fragments: of
an empire, The adoption of the constitution 5o extensively,
and with so liberal an aequieseence on the part of the mineri
ties in general, promised the former; wotil ately the vircular
letter of New York carried, in my apprehension, an unfavor-
able if not an insidious tendency to a contrary policy. L still
hope for the best; but, hefore you mentioned ity T eonld not
help fearing it would serve as @ standard to which the dis
affected might resort, Tt is now evidently the paat of ull
honest men, who are friends to the new constitution, Lo ene
deavor to give it a chance to disclose its werits sl defects,
by carrying it fairly into effect i the first instinee, For it
t6 be apprehended that, by wn attempt to obtin amendments
hefore the experiment las been candidly miude, “more i8
meant than meets the car, tht an intention s coneealed 1o
accomplish slyly what could not have heen done apenly, td
undo all that has been done,

If the fact so exists, that @ kind of combination is forming
to stifle the government in embryo, it is o happy circumstinee
that the design has hecome suspected,  Preparations should

N
b the o atterdant spon forewarning, Probably pradence
wintom, el patthdisim were never more essentially necessary,
than at the present moment; nd so far as it can be done in
an inepresefaldy dineet manner, no eflort ought to be left
snessayed o preesse e election of the best possible charae-
tors to the new Uongress, O their harmony, deliberation,
aned decisiem everything will depend, I heartily wish Mr,
Madison wis in esr Assetubly, as T think with you it is of
unspekable importance Vieginia should set out with her fed-
eral messtres under vight anspices,

The paineipal topic of your letter is to me a point of great
delicary indeed, insomuch that T can scarcely without some
fpropriety tonch upon it In the fisst place, the event to
whith yei allude may never happen; among other reasons,
Dhetane, if the partiality of my fellow citizens conceive it to
b it means by which the sinews of the new government would
b strenpthened, it will of consequence be obnoxious to those
who are in apposition to i, many of whom unquestionably
will b placed amony the electors,

This comsiderition alone would supersede the expediency of
anneumcing any detinite and irrevocable resolution,  You are
amoigg the saadl wumber of those who know my invincible
attachiuent 1o domestic life, and that my sincerest wish is to
comtinne in Use enjoyment of it solely until my final hour, But
the world would be neither so well instructed, nor so candidly
disposed, as to believe me uninfluenced by sinister motives, in
vise any cirenmstanee should render a deviation from the line
of conduet T had prescribed to mysel€ indispensable.

shouhl the contingency you suggest take place, and (for
argonent's sake alone let me say it) should my unfeigned re-
Inctanee to aceept the office be overcome by a deference for
the reasons aud opinions of my friends, might I not, after the
declirations | have made (and Tleaven knows they were made
in the sincerity of my heart), in the judgment of the 'lmpart‘m
world and of posterity, be chargeable with levity and inconsist-
eney, if not with rashness and ambition?* Nay, farther, would
these not even he some apparent foundation for the two
former charges?  Now justice to myself and tranquillity of
conseience veguire that T should act a part, if not above impu-
tation, at least capable of vindication. Nor will you concelve
mie 1 he too solicitous for reputation, .’.I‘hough I prize as I
ought the gond opinfon of my fellow citizens,

|

yet, if I know | ¥

o
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Smysell, 1 would not sevk or retadn popularity at the expense of

one social duty or moral virtue

While doing what my conseience informe] mes was vight, as
it respected my God, my country, and myself, T oeoukd despise
all the party clamor and unjust censure, whivh must he os
pected fron some whose pevsonal ety might be o Fandinied
by their hostility to the government. b oane conscions that |
fear alone to give any veal oceasbn for eblonpury, s thad e
not dread to et with unmerited reproach, And certain |
am, whensoever | shall be conviteed the good of my combry
requires my teputition o b put in visk, regard for my owo
fame will not come in competition with auabjest ol so much
magnitude. 1 1 declined the task, it wonkd lie upon guite
another principle. Notwithstanding  my advaneed season of
life, my increasing fondness for agricultural smusements, and
my growing love of retirement, anganent and confirme my de
cided predilection for the charaeter of aprivite citizen, yetit
would be no one of these motives, nor the hazad o which wy
former reputation might be exposed, nor the terror of en-
countering new fatigues and troubles, Uit woukd deter nie from
an acceplance; but o heliel that seme pther puerson, who Tl
less pretence and less inclination Lo B eaviined, conbd execate
all the daties fully as stisfietonily s wyselh, To sty more
would be indiserect, as a diselosure of reehusad heforehand
might incur the applicution of the fable i which the fox is
represented as andervaluing the grapes e could not reawh.
You will perceive, my dear Sir, by whit is Dere observed, Gand
which you will be pleased to consider in the lght of o conti-
dential communicition,) that my inclinations will dispose amd
decide me to remain as [ oam, unless o clear and inarmount:
able conviction should be impressecd on ny mind thit seme very
disagrecable consequences  must, in Al Busan probability,
result from the indulgence of my wishes,

To ALEXANDER HAMILvON, Oitader 3, 17887

Although 1 could not help observing, from several publici
tions and letters, that my name had been sometimes spoken
of, and that it was possible the contingency which is the subject

# Spe Tamilton's letter upon the importanee of Wirhington vwrv'm;i an firat Prosident of
the United States under the Coanntitution, o P edithin of Waslingron, <b gy, 01

your aceeptanie of the office of Prevident,'” Thamilton whede, e ey eny of e new govere
Mant i ite commencement iy matetially depeis "

19

of yomr fetter might happen, yet 1 thought it best to maintain
a4 garded silence, and o fack: the counsel of my best friends
pwhich T eertaindy lml_d in U};: highest estimation,) rather than’
fo hasand an impatation: unfriendly to the delicacy of my feel-
g For sitnaded s Dang Teonld hardly bring the question
mite the wdightest diseussion, or ask an opinion: even in the
msd contdentinl manner, without betraying, in my judgment,
see ipropricty of condduct, or without fecling an apprehen-
sher that 4 premisture display of anxiety might be construed
futee 4 vainglorions desire of pushing myself into notice as a
candidate, - Now, 6 T am not grossly deceived in - myself,
L osdionld unfeipmedly rejoice in case the electors, by giving
tiir votes in favor of some other person, would save me from
the dreided dilenmn of heing forced to accept or refuse,

I that may not e, Tam in the next place earnestly desirous
of suteching out the truth, and of knowing whether there does
ot exist o probability thad the government would be just as
bsppily e effectally curied into exceution without my aid
as with it 1o Zeedv solicitous to obtain all the previous
information, which the eircumstances will afford, and to deter-
mine (when the determination can with propriety be no longer
prstpomedd secording to the principles of right reason, and the
dictates of o clear conseience, without too great a reference to
the wnlvrescen consequences, which may affect my person or '
regettation,  Until that period, T may fairly hold myself open
Yo eonviction, tough 3 allow your sentiments to have weight
in them @ aned ©oslodl not pass by your arguments without giv-
ing them ws dispassionate o consideration as I can possibly
Bistoow upiin thenm.

In tiking a survey of the subject, in whatever point of light
| Bave bieen able to place ity 1 will not suppress the acknowl-
regient, my dear Sir, that [ have always felt a kind of gloom
ppon my mind, as often as I have been taught to expect I
might, and perhaps must, ere long, he called to make a decision.
vou will, I am well assured, believe the assertion, (though I
ave lite expeetation it would gain credit from those who are
Less aequainted with me,) that, if [ should receive the appoint-
ment, an i 1 shauld he prevailed upon to accept it, the ac-
coptance would be attended with more diffidence and reluctance
than 1 ever expuerienced before in my life. It would be, how-
ever, with a fixed and sole determination of lending whatever
wsistance might be in my power to promote the public weal, in
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hopes that at a convenient and carly period my services might
be dispensed with, and that 1 might be permitted once more to
retire, Lo pass an wnelonded evening after the stormy day of
life, in the bosom of domestic tranquillity,

e e

The persnnal influchce of Washington in seeuring the mesting of the
Constitutional Convention, i dirccting it dediberations, aud in commending
thit et constitution to the people, wies the gresdeat and the determindng i
fuence in that eritical pedod. The accompinying mederLions from his Large
correspondence upon this fmportant sulijert whiles it swan pending will indi-
vato the character of that inflnence and of Washington's sentimeitg cons
curningg the new national governments The student is referral to Volume
W1, of Ford's edition of the wiitings of Waslington for the complete eols
Jection of his tetters during this prriod, He will aba find in that vole
(page 140) Washington's Diwy during the Constitutional  Convention,
which, although but a skeloton, will give Bin it into Washington's
life In Philadelphia fram May t September, peBy. In the varioun Lives
of Washington, in the st volime of Ham 1ift's l!iwtuv;,' of the United
States, in Fiskes ¢ Critical P'urdod of American History,”" and elsewhere
ave goad acconnts of the disorders following the Revoliation, to which the
earlior Jutters In the present leallet relate, and of the suceessful measures,
go Jargely dirccted by Washington, which pradually brontght order ont of
chaos. T the serdes of Ol South Leaflens are wmany which will be of v
in this connection,  Among thess e Wishington®s Uiveular Letter Lo the
povernows of the States in 1783 (No. 1), Washington's Letter to Benjamin
%Im'ris(’m n 1784 (No, 16), Seletion Trom the Diehates In the Coustitu-
tional Convention (No, 7a), Selections {rom the Federalist {(No, 12), s
Washington's Inaugural (N ta)
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