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CIIAPTER XTII.
LATER EVENTS,

502. Twentieth Century Kansas.—Since 1899 when
Noble L. Prentis laid down his pen, his task of history
writing ended, the years have more than fulfilled his pro-
phesy, that the people of Kansas would be found in the
future, ‘‘still achioving, still pursuing,’’ (as they always
have been found in the past)., In the progressive thought
of the twentieth century Kuansas men and women have
bocomo a part. In the development of their own State the
young years of the century bear a wonderful record of
“achieving and pursuing.”” The shorter the perspective
on history the morve diffienlt it is to delineate. A few brief
paragraphs must suffice to show in a general way the steps
of progress since 1899,

503. Agricultural Development.—The increased acre-
age under cultivation, and the vaviety of cerops produced
have greatly increased the wealth of the State during its
fifth decade, Xaffir corn, of which until 1898 no official -
] record was kept, ten yoars later bore a crop valued at more
; than six millions of dollars. Other forage crops have
become elements of prosperity. Alfalfa is becoming the
eusy ‘‘mortgage lifter.” The western part of the State
seems liko one vast wheat field while eastern parts arve shut
in by “walls of corn.”’
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Very properly it may bo noted here that stock-raising
vies with the {illing of the soil in record making.,  Well-
bred Konsas horses and eattle wear modals eaptuved a
great national expositions, and every year thoe State Torpoes
a libfle newrer to the front in tho ruval industries.

504. The Mineral Output,—The fale of minerals hove
reads like a fairy story.  Tspeeinlly Tins there been rapid
development of wineral resourees sines 1899, The pro-
duction of salt from T899 to 1903 inelusive amounted to more
than eight millions of havrels and was valued ab move than
four millions of dollnrs, CGypsunt and elay produets ave
among onr leading forees for erenting wealth,  The comont
plant at Tola, one of the largoest in the world, hogan operns
tions in September, 1809, Bnovmous quantities of this
coment were used ob NG Louds dn eonstruetion of the
World’s Iair structures for 1904, The mineral value of
Kansas is shown in her lead and zine and conl mines that
bring an annual income of millions of dollues,  Tho yearly
average output ol conl alone from 1809 to 1908 inclusive
was more than six willions ot dollars,  Oil and gas havo
hecome a soures of great profit,  The wmost productive field
for theso is the southeastern aven of the State.

It is interosting to note that Lieutenant Pike considered
the Kansas plains uninhabituble,  Luter they woers valued
ag mero grazing lands,  Then Kunsas beeamo an agrieal-
tural State; and now tho mines beneath the surface divide
honors with the erops upon it.  What next? The student
of Kansag history today must answer that tomorrow.

505. Educational Advancement.~While the ‘‘cnrth
and the fulness thareof” has engagod the mind of the State
it has not been wholly given over to money making and
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material improvement, Kansas has learned to manufacture
glass and grow cotton. Its wheat belt has a national repu-
tation. Ifs salt mines are wonderful. The eaftle of the
praivie prazing lands augment its bank clearings while the
derrvicks of its oil and gas wells puncture the landseape like
windmills in Holland. But the spirit of the grand old
pioneer is with it still, and the generous education of its
people is no less dear now than it was when the foundation
for the nniversity was laid before the grass had had time to
cover the ground left bave by the Indian tepee. The twen-
tieth century has not forgotten the need for scholars, and
right generously has the State provided for her own. The
State schools at Lawrence and Emporia and Manhattan
have oach had a phenomenal growth since this cen-
tury began. A branch of the State Normal School has
been established at Iays City, and a State Manual Training
School at Pittsburg. The large denominational institutions
have kept pace with those of the State. Friends University
at Wichita, endowed by Bartlett Davis, is one of the grow-
ing yonng colleges. Bethany College at Lindsborg and
“Old Buker”’ at Baldwin have enjoyed great prosperity,
while Washburn College ab Topeka has merged into a well
equipped university, adding to its liberal arts, schools of
medicine, law, dentistry, and fine arts. Other colleges over
the State have been proportionally successful.

The development of the manual training idea has been
rapid in Kansas, In most of the larger cities it has become
a part of the public school gystem of education. At the
great World’s Fair at St. Louis in 1904 the Kansas edu-
cational exhibit was most ereditable, showing the high rank
the State holds in edueational matters.
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Closely associated with education is the library movement
of the twontieth contury. There has heen a general demand
for Hbraries and oven the remoter places, through the stim-
ulus of the traveling library, have hogun the making of an
institution of thelr own, Carnegie hequests have also heen
obtained and a half dozon or more Carnegie libeavies e to
be found in Kansas, Leavenworth, Newion, Lawrenes,
ITutehinson, Ottawa, Kansas City, Fork Seotd, Washhum
College (Topeka) and Kmporin have all hoen favored,

506. Three Flood Years.—The yews 1902, 1908 and
1904 will go down in history as the flood years in Kansas,
The loss of life although compnratively small, and the loss
of property enovmously luge made encli o yoenr o ealmnity
to the State, In 1902 fow lives wers lost hub extensive
damage was dono o property in the Neosho viver valley and
noighboring regions in the contral and southenst portions
of the State.  Tho year 1903 saw the grent Kansas viver
flood.  In Muay of that year there was an unprocedented
rainfall in the valloys of the Blue, the Republican, the
Saline, the Solomon and the Smoky Hill vivers,  Thoeso
streams all omply their waters info the Kuusas viver,
Nearly all the towns along these vivers were flooded and
thousands of acres of faem land were inundated.  There
were many lives lost in these valloys, Dol the groatest
calamity fell wpon Topeka, Lawrenes and Kansas City.
At Topekn the river hroke over its hanks aud swopt down
upon Novth Topeka, covering this entive portion of the eity
for almost o week.  Noarly two-score of lives were swopt
out by the waters, and wreck and vuin indeseribable woers
left in the wake of the flood. Lawrence (in proportion to
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its size) experionced the same condition that befell Topeka.
At Kansas City the loss of life was less appalling, while the
property loss was much preater,

For this strange fortune another appeal for help came
out of Kansas. The State has been harassed by border
rufffanism; dvouth has scorehed it; Indians have terrorized
it, and the grasshopper has been a burden. But never
since the preat flood of 1844 has a call for aid been heard
beeause of muel water in Kansas. Right generously the
rasponse to this ery eame from cities and individuals all
over the nation.  And again the sturdy Kansas people
rebuilt their homes and husiness houses and replanted their
erops, and the year 1908 outranked all previous years in
agrieultural wealth, In 1904 every large river of the State
was oub of its banks and small ereeks became raging rivers.
The disaster outclassed the two preceding years butb the
tragical foatwre of human suffering and loss of life was but
a small part of the ineident. Wichita, Hutehinson, Em-
poria, Coffeyville, Winfield, Ottawa, and all the cities and
towns of the Kansas river valley alike endured calamity.
“White man heap big fool to build big house near river’’
the Kaw Indians were wont to declare, but unfortunately
nobody listenoed to the Indians’ warning., The three succes-
sive flood years, however, have shown what the State may
expect as a possibility, and what the ignorant Indian could
not teach experience hias driven home.

507. State Elections.—The. election of 1900 returned
to office the State officials elected in 1898. The legislature
of 1901 elected Joseph Ralph Burton, of Abilene, United
States senator to suceeed Lucien Baker.
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In 1902 W. J. Bailey way cleeted Governor; David J,
Hannn, Lieutenant-Governor; J. R. Burrow, Seeretary of
State; Seth ¢ Wells, Auditor; T. T. Kelly, Troasurer;
¢, C. Coleman, Attorney-CGeneral; I, 1.
Duyhoft, Supt. of Tublic Instruction;
Chester I, Long, of Medicine Lodge, was
mado United States Senator and George
A, Clark, State Printer, by the Lepisla-
ture of 1908,

508. Loulsiana Purchase Expo-
siton,—The Legislature of 1901 ap-
propriated $75,000 for the purpose of
o State display at the great Louisiana

fovernor W. 0. Dalley. Pupvehase Kxposition ab St Louis in 1904,
The Legislature of 1908 added to this sum $100,000,
Kansas was thoe first State to make appropristion for the
Gxposition.  Fine exhibits woere made in the educational,
mining, agricultural, hortieultweal, duiry and live stock
departments, winning many prizes and medals, Konsos
taking the second place as o mineral State, A beautiful
State building was orected in a most desivable loeation,
way exquisitely furnished anwd beeame ab onee a home
for all visiting Koansans and their friends. A comprehens
sive wrt exhibit, the worle of Kansgas nrtists, was nvery attract-
ive feature of the huilding and was universally admived by
the thousands who saw i, This exlibit was colleeted and
avranged by Mrs. O, 1, W, Dassler, of Loeavenworth,

The Commission, desivhig to give the greatest publicity
possible to the intelligonco, woalth and resowrces of  the
State, had published in very attrnetive form 175,000 hook-
lets, of 120 pages, which wore judiciously distributed, going
to all parts of the United States, and a considerable number
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to foreign countries. The Commission gave out to Kansas
people alone over 100,000 souvenir buttons, which was a
very suceessful way of advertising the State and the Fair.

On September 30th the sunflower became an emblem of
honor, for this was Kansas Day, and Kansans by thousands
were in atteudance, The Governor and his staff were
present. In the morning a monster military parade was
followed by a program in which the Governor of the State,
President F'vancis, and Ienry Allen and David Overmeyer,
two of the most eloquent sons of Kansas, took part. The
exercises wero held in the Plaza of St. Louis, The recep-
tion that evening in honov of Governor and Mrs. Bailey was
one of the most beantiful functions given on the terrace of
states.  The Commission in chavge of the State’s affairs
were: John C. Carpenter, J: C, Morrow, C. L. Luling, R. T.
Simon, W, P, Waggoner, Mrs., Noble Prentis wag hostess
of the Kansas huilding.

509. The Passing of Noted Kansans.—Iulf a cent-
ury hag gone by sinee the famous Kansas-Nebraska bill
ereated o territory that was destined to know the heights and
depth of victory and defeat. IHere the
comedy and the tragedy of life have each
played their grand parts. The history-
makers of fifty years ago were many of
them young men and women, and it
will be the tagk of the historian of the
carly decades of the twentieth century
to record their passing on to the life
beyond life.

510. In 1904 Bdward W. Hoch was

Edward W. Tlosh, elected governor. With this exception
the state officers elected in 1902 were ve-elected in 1904,
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PRANKLIN (1. ADAMS was born in Jelfmeson county, N Y., May B, 1824, and
died In Topeka, December 2, 1800, For n quarter of o century lue was tho
soeretary of the Stute Histordesl Society, Ho carly espoused the eause of
the anti-slavory parly, was nosbrong heliover in the prohibition of the sale and
use of intexieants, atad he was an svowsd supporter of the women's right to
the ballot,  Awmong tho works that remain i€ may he vecordal that he wies the
primo mover in establishing connty nortmal justitates, and he early favored
industrial tralning and the tonehing of seienees fuc the public sehiools, o was
tho father of kindergarten sehools o Topeke, Ho organdzed the State Agvi-
cultirnl Soclety, now the State Board of Agriculture, fn (862, and was for fwo
yomes its fivst soeretary, Judige Adaims was the ftest sman inany Stato to mako
o completo colloction of loeal newspuper Bles wnd perlolieals for historie
proservation, T memory of him the State Bditorial Assoelnblon has plagd o
bronze tablet on the walls of the Soelsly's vooms In the State Howse,  But
his real monunent is incthe raee pud vadaable colleetion ho gauthered futo the
stoto eapitol, pml In the Idstory his strog, beret ful, bluneless Ty hadped to
shape,

Nonry Lo PreNvis was bor inoa Deontier eabin near M Sterling, Brown
Conwnty, IHinois, April 8, 1540, and while visiting his davglder died st Ta Haaepo,
[llinois, about Gty niles Crom his Divthplaee, July 6, 100, 1T parenis wore
ploneers from Vermont nad hoth died ol eholern al Quiney, Hineds, doarvlnge the
epidende of 1819, The son, then ten years of wre, vetaened Lo relatives in Vs
mont, where he lved for about edght years, going from Viganont Lo Conneetiout
to Towrn tho printer's tende,  Lenving Cotneetiont e returened to Inols, whero
he worked in o printing offiee at Carethagge, Linber he tupeht sehool, nnd b the
eloso of ono teroy of sehool enlsted Dy the GEh THneis Infaotey st Choe bronk by
ot of the war, I this company he served until eowas mustered ont four
yours Inter, Aftor the wwe e edited oo paper In AMexandein, Missourd, and
another in Corthage, Nlinois, In 868 ho emae 1o Topekn an editor of the
Popeka Keeord,  T1ewas induced to mndse this change by Crptain ey King,
then editor off tho Tapek Keeord, nftorwnrds editor of the Popeka Capitol, nul
now editor off the Globe-Demoernd T St Louis, His subsegiuent newspapey
conneetions were with the ‘lopekn Copnonaeealth with % Dwieht Thoaeley, the
Lavwreneo Jowrnad with Floyd 1% Bakoer, the danetion Clty Padon with Qeorga
WL Marthy, aigadn with the Topelow Conononwendth, the Mtehison Cleonpion with
Governoy Johy Ao Mareting the Newton Republican, atd the Knosas Clity Star,
At the time of his death he had Do with the Stae ten yones, OF his volumln-
ous Hterary producets, only enotgrh to wnke v hooks v ever beey pat into
houk form, Fhese books are, A Wi Abrowt,” “Southern Lettors,!
“Southwesturn Tettors,” “Tnnsas Misecllony,' and ihe Piistory of Kannas,”
Thi flest Lone wero composod of Tetters nnd artietes he had weitten for various
newspupers, the fLest hoadng n Puseinating sorbes of lotters from Furope writton
in 1877, Many other books coull well b compiled of his leetinres, smmons,
nddressos, editoriads and deseviptive artieles, M Prentis wans agrood Hstonoey,
e omuivorous reader nnd preat oliserver, Ho forgot nothing that he ever
honed or vend or saw, Hisv memory was marvelous, but this did not provent
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the work of his pen from being ut all times strikingly original, His talent for
narrative was wonderful. Iy sense of humor was unfailing, and he was in
every way n remarkable conversutionalist, As an orator, although he did not
attompt publie spesking to n considerable extent until middle life, he was
singularly powerful, No Ksnsan was over more widely loved and respected
and no one could have heen hetter fitted to write the state’s history.

O, 8. GLenn,

Jomy Jamus INGALLS wad born in Middloton, Massachusctts, December 26,
1883, and died ot Lis Vegas, Now Mexleo, on August 16, 1000, Fe graduated
from Willinins Collegre in 1855, T 1858 he eamoe to Kansas and settled at Sum-
ner, a frontior town. Pwo years later ho moved to Atehison, whidh place was
his home for forty years, 1le woas associnted with all the early politieal
strugeles of the State, For eightoen syears, Trom 1873 to 1891, he represented
Kansas in the United States Sonate, serving that body in {ts most responsible
requiremoents, In the absence of o Vico-President he was made President of
the Benate where ho distinguished himsolf as one of the most capable presid-
ing officers the body has ever known, The last ten years of his life were spent
in comparative rotirement, But during the period of home building in Kansas,
the period of Indian raidl and grasshoppér invasion, the time of marvelous
growth and collapsing boom, John Jamaes Ingalls stood always o graceful figure
ab Washington defending his Stuto before the nation. Oratory was his weapon,
and ho way o fores to be reekoned with in every contest in Congross, a power
to Do foared in overy word-battle, .

N

x-Clovernor L, D, Lewrnrana died suddenly ot Arkansas City on September
8, 1000, ITe was a man of fine personal gqualitios and of uprightness of char-
actor, ITo was o native of Towa, Iis denth wos mourned by a wide eirelo of
friends and business and pelitienl assoeiates. Ile was elected Governor in
1802 and served two yenrs.

MomHER BICRBRDYKE, ~Among tho men and women who have brought honor
to tho Stato is Mary A, Bickordyke, botter known as “Mother” Biekerdyke, who
died at Bunker ITill, Ransas, Nevember 8, 1901, In the heginning of the great
rebellion sho was ono of the fivst to comprehend that ** war means sickness.”
Tor four yoears, Arst without orders, and Inter under commission, she cared
for thousands of tho brave hoys inblue.  After the war Mother Bickerdyke
lielped to settlo Kansas with ex-soldiers of the Union Army and their families.
At the age of 70 Congress grudgingly gave her o pension of $25 per month,
The Mother Bickerdyke Flome for soldiers’ widows is a beautiful monument
to this great souled woman,
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SAMURL As KINGMAN~OFf the men who Taid the foundation stones, and eveeted
the superstruetnre of Knunsas, noo deserves mors Trom posterity than Snmuel
AL Kingman, who lived to see the practical sidd benetleind rosults of thoyo arly
offorts, At tho timo of the Wyandotte eonvoution, Judge Kingmon was ot
the very fullness of Life, hoving hoen born June 26, 1818, a6 Worthimeton, Muss,
At tho ago of 18, ha started westward, stopping in Kentueky, where ho studiod
law, served ns o member of the Jegislatee mid as proseeuting nttorney, and
fnally reached Koosos i the yenr 1857, loeating at Hinwaetha, e entled that
Dlaes his homo until 1872, whon e moved Dis fanily fo the eapital eity, whern
most of s 1ife In the State was sponte dmlze Kingnon was of the very
beghming off Keusas, servinge as assoeinte istioe of the suprome sourt from
1661 to 1865, nud as elidel Justico from 1867 to IST6, when 31 hesdth enused bim
to vesign, T dded Septembor 0, 1001

Rev, Cann A Swansson, Pin Dy prestdont of Boethany College, Tinds-
borgg, Melhorson connty, died at Tos Aeelox, Cal,, Poebraney 16, 1904, Flo wos
buried st Lindshorg, Tuwsday, Februnry 25, Doctor Swensson's offorts
brought Bethuny Collego to n gl rank mnonge e bostitutions of 1t kind in
the Tnited Rtates,  King Oxenr of Swidun was so mpreessed by Doetor
Swonsson's work for Swedes in Amerien thak o eonforred upon him the
Ordor of the North St s enevies with 16 Swoedish nlghthood,
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