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I '[l‘.’%“l"i)l\’\’ in o rovelation, not w recital. It is more than a
. . rundom record of facts, for facts are not  derelicts

Hoating hither and thither on an unknown sea, They are
ligrht~housus fur the enlightenment, and guidunce of intelligent
Yoyugers, And he who throws fucts together as one throws dice
i oot o Historian-he 5 oa juggler in events, for so great an
avthority ws Macanlay has said that “Facts are the mere dross
of history.” "History is o diving poem,” said President Garfiold,
viy which syery nation is 4 canto and overy man a word.”
Only those, therefore, who regard facts us milestones on the
voird or progress are gapihlo of writing history. “T'he historian,”
giid Behlegol, “is o prophet looking backwards.”

Moble L. Prontis was such i seer, He gathered facts, nob
a5 w child gathers trinkets, but as a suientist gathors data, Ho
wiew significanco, purpnse, dusign, in events, Ho was an inter~
prator as wail a8 collator of fucts, and this work which bears
fis mame has soul in it as woll as facls in it--without which an
allogred history is not worth the reading.

[ know this divinely gifted man intimately, A great soul was
he, He was, porbaps, the most popular and prolifie writer who
avor touched pen lo paper in this State, No subject was
commonplace under the magic of his facile and versatile pen.
Fiis prodigions memury  was storehouse of history, and his
analytivid mind and groat soul enabled him to place proper value
Upon PGECUTTENGes, and to presorve in this conerate form the

galiont and essential facts in the evolution of the State. Into
this garnor i great and good man has put the ripened harvest of
lifo rich in experience, in knowledge and in wisdom, and left it
as o dower of woealth to the schools of Kunsas,

Expourive Owner, May 1-1085, E. W, HOGH.




