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Hon. CHARLES . BENTLEY:
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Yominee of the National Party for the Presidency.

r Dlilf]ﬁ National Party nominee for President,
~ Gharles Bugene Bentley, wag horn at War-
ner’s, Onondaga Countly, New York, April 30,
1s41. Mr. Bentley is the eldest of o family of
six children, and is the only surviving one.  The
paternal grandparvents were from Rhode Tsland,
sturdy New Lingland stoek.  Early in the century
they removed to the then unexplorad Wost of
Central New York, coming in 1809 to the pioneer
settlement at Warner's, and carving out of the
primeval forest the farm of one hundred aeres
which for eighty-seven years hag been occupied
and owned hy the Bentley funily,

In the War of [812, with Great Britain, the
erandinther was enlisted {or service ag an Ameri-
can soldier, and was assigned for duty at Sackett's
FHarbor.

As n contrast to the nomadic habits that per-

tain to the West, it is an interesting {act that M.

Bentley's father, himself and his oldest child were
all born on the old furm. Mr, Bentley’s futher
244)
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died in 1877, but the mother, now nearly RUVEnLy-
eight years old, still wurvives, living at the old
home.  Mr. Bentley’s parents were mentally and
physically well endowed,  'While they had but, few
opportunities for schooling in those early timen,
when the old English Reader was sole toxt hook,
they nevertheless obtained o sound and practieal
education, becoming well informed upon all the
questions of the day. They had decided literury
taste, and read with discriminating eare history,
biography and poetry.  Both loved politics as the
seience of government, and were arlent advoeatos
of the principles of the Whig und Republicu
parties. Mr. Bentley has often said that he eould
not escape the marked conditions of w political
heredity, that must environ one horn sl the eloxe
of the mever-to-he-forgotten Harriven and Tyler
campaign of 1840,

He has, however, cause {or thanklfulness, that
while this law of heredity brings Lim into vital
sympathy of the ballot-box sort with socinl wud
political reforms, heredity may he so modified hy
ntelligent citizenship that its subjects never clim
mto a party band wagon that is van for monopoly.,
Wall Street, partial suffrage and the saloon, M,
Bentley’s education was obtained in the sehools of
the Empire State, and in Seminary courses af
Elbridge and Cazenovia, N. Y. Tle lived on the
home farm until he reached manhood's estato i
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established o home of his own.  Ile was married
in 1863, to Persts Freeman, of Baldwinsville, N. Y.,

and i 1866 removed permanently to the West,
loeating in Clinton, Iowa, where he engaged in

LI

active business life.  During the twelve years’
restdence 1 that city Mr. Bentley was almost cons
stantly in public service, holding for a period of
years positions as City CGlerk and Treasurer, and

Sceretary of the Board of Edueation, until his
removal to Nebragka in 1878, Although politi-

ally allied during these years to the Republican
Party, he cherished an inborn hatred to the drink
traflic and the rule of monopolistic wealth,  This

Jod him ab times to open rebellion agninst the

party policy which was annually hidding {or hoth
the church and saloon vote,

On removing to Nebraska Mr, Bentley returned
to the farm, settling on a quarter of raw praivie at
Suarprise, in Butler County, and located about fifty
miles from the State Capital,  IHere the family
remained for nearly thirtcen years, The school
life of the children was so arranged that study and
farm work were judiclously blended,  Iivery memn.-
her of the fomily contributed directly to the sum
of the labor and toil required for developing the
farm into one of the finest and most productive in
the State. More than this, they contributed to the
moral and social uplift of the community in the

organization of churches, temperance and literary
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societios, Chinutanqua Cireles aand one of the most
influential W. (40 UL orenizations in the State,

Mr, Bentley and his wite areg and Tiave heen fop
ten years, wetive white vibhoners. Probwbly no
othier man e the State has been so olten ealtlil
upon to speak in publiec addresses for the Union,
Mrs. Bentley s the leader of the loeal union
known o the Joast Lincoln, and she hns also the
superintendency in distriet wid State of the Feane
geligtic and Unformented Wine Depurtinents,

In 1890 Mr, Bentley removed o Lineoln that
the family might avail themselves of the superior
educational advantages of the eapital citv. The
two eldest roud are ,u;v*nluulm af the State advers
sity, the older having taken his degres off M, AL
and the second one gecuring in t;.;:-ulput.tt.-.lw work
a scholarship in Philosophiy at Carnel] University,
Ithaca, N. Y. The younger doushters and s
are taking preparvatory courses in the graded and
High Schools,  The eldest danghtor, [};mty, s b
father’s helper in his Targo ansl ineroasin y: EOPT
spondence.  She s an enthusinstic student and
worker in National party polities, o mad vowriter,
and for some time edited o colummn of news lur the
party State paper.

In 1884, Mr, Bentl oy fadled to +Ceordinlly sy
pathize” any longer with the Repulliean Party
and came out for St. Jolhm and the P rc-:hll.xitin}l
Party. As was natural [or o man of Lis ubility,
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he was chosen chairman of the first Prohibition
Party Convention ever held in Nebr LHk.;L, that of
1884, o place which he has often filled since with
conspicuouy ability and fairness.

His active work as a reformer began at this
time, and he has been unceasing in hw cllorts for
the upbuilding of the l’.r()hll.).ltu.nl Party. 1le
Buys, “Sinee becoming o party adherent in 1881 §
hawve never voted for any person for any oflice who
was 1ot o recognized party Prohibitionist.”

Mr. Bentley has often been o candidate upon
the Prohibition ticket, and has the unbroken
record ol having always led his ticket in the num-
her of votes received. e has been nominated
twice lor the State logislature, onee for (Jongress
and once for the United States Senate.

In 1892, when o candidate for governor, he
polled 1,838 votes more than General Bidwell
received for President ot the same election: and
m 1894, when nominated as popular choice for
United States Senator to head the Prohibi ti(m
tieket and make the race against Tlon. W. J
Bryan, tlm free wilver Democrat, M. Bontloy
received 25,001 voles at the general election.
This indicates the measure of his popularity
wiiong his fellow-citizens.

ln 1890 he was chosen chairman of the State
Prohibition Committes, to manage the famous con-
stitutional ammendment mrnpa,igxl of that year., In
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thig campaign $23,000.00 were disbmresed diveetly
by the state committee, and over thirewe thonsnas]
specches made for constitutional prohibition under
Mr. Bentley's divection,

The executive ahility displayed was so warked
that he hasg heen retained as chuirman ever sinee,
except in 1802, when, m vesponse to an over.
whelming popular demand; he mde the race fa
ZOVErnor,

In 1892 Mr. Bentley wan elected w member
of the National Prohibition Comwmittee, At the
State Convention of T8 a stirring vesolution was
unanimously wdopted indorsing Me. Bentley for
presidential honors; and ab the Felbrunry Conven.
tion of 1896 this indorsement was ceen more ey
phatically repeated, and the delegation instrneted
accordingly,  In the face of this enll frowm his
[riends, My, Bentley reluetantly congented to lve
his name go before the new party Convention,

e has heen actively insteamental in his vwn
State in having the party tale advaneed position
on all cconomie questions,  The Nebruskn Ir]n{w
form has always heen notubly browd, and has in
other dtates served as o model in setting forth in
clear and direct statement the distinetive prineiples
of the party. 1t is in fuet, in method aud phrase
ology, the National purty pmtlm*mg sl could be

re-affirmed without change us the prineiples of that
party in State and nation,
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Some monthy ago, ag a member of the National
Committee of the Prohibition Party, Mr, Bentley
sent out to each member of that committee o
strong pmteﬁt against the efforts of Mr. Dickie
and others in minimizing or ignoring the position
of the party on all its platform declarations except
that of saloon suppression, and urged the com-
mittee to unite in this protest against a policy so
suicidal and unwarranted. That he corvectly in-
terpreted the narrow policy iff carvied out as
bringing sure dismemberment to the party, the
Pittsburg Convention furnishes abundant proof.

Mr. Beutley 13 and has been a sturdy and de-
termined  advoeate of woman suffrage.  No party

con hold him in political leading that in open

opposition or silent, cowardly evasion denies to
woman the right of the ballot. Mr. Bentley re-
taing ab Surprise the pastoral charge of the Baptist
Chureh, over which he hag prc*sidml sinee he per-
sonally led in its organization m 1880. Ile also
preaches ay supply for the chureh at Friend, Neb.
The doors of his church have always been opened
for every righteous reform.  Hig plain, uncomypro-
mising declarations of truth, as he preachoes
political righteousness and denounces parties that
have made a ¢ Covenant with Death,” are in re-
freshing contrast to the timid, time-serving utter-

ances ol the average license party preacher.

In personal appearance Mr. Bentley 1s a man of
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more than average altractions, gitted with splendid
physicque, & genial manner, foreefuluess ol expres-
L]

sion and those rare gifts of oradors which eome

from o direct stiatement of the trath,  He s n

leadder by wirtue of  his natural  endowments,
coupled with the experience which he has had all
these years.
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