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Biographical Sketch of Hon. Hale Johngon.

It is o singular fact that both Joshua Levering
and Ilale Johngon jomed the Prohibition Party in
1884, casting their first Prohibition votes for, and
domg their firgt political work for John P. St.
John, who was then a candidate for President.
Mr. Johnson, the Prohibition candidate for Vice-
President, wag born in Montgomery County, Ind.,
Aug. 21, 1847, and lived there until the breaking
out of the war when he shouldered his musket and
went to the front, serving in the 1356th Indiana
Volunteers, In 1865 he removed to Illinois, where
he took a prominent part in Republican politics.
In 1884 he was a delegate to the Republican con-
vention in Chicago, but left the party because the
organization refused to put a Prohibition plank in
their platform. The same year he went to Pitts-
burg and helped nominate St. John for President.

Ile is a member of the Christian church, a past
commander in the G. A. R., and a colonel in the
Veterang’  Commandery. He 1s a member of no
secret societies save the Modern Woodmen. At
Newton, Ill., where he lives and enjoys a lucrative
law practice, he is honored and loved. When he
left the Republican Party his old political friends
tried to persuade him to remain, offering to send
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him to the legislature, hut all to no parpose.  1’ro-
hibition was the dominant issue with L, 8o e
joined the only party that put this prineiple helore
all others.

What Some Leaders Said.

Joln (. Woolley mude no attempt to conceal
his pleasure over the work ol the convention, an
thought that nothing less than the hand of Cod
was to be seen through it all. < Wo can now,” he
said, “go to the Christian voters of the country
and ask them to come into this party, and i they
don’t do it we can put them in a hox and nail
down the slats.” |

James AL Tate, the Tennessee leader, and editor
of The Pilot, at Nashville, suid he could oo homae
to his work with more heart and assurance ihan
ever hefore in the history of the party. It has
been up-hill work, he said, trying to do much in
the South with the party’s previous conglomerato
platform.

(reorge C. Christian, of Avkansas, said he t] oneht
the single-issue platform wonld mnot materially
affect the vote in his State.  “Onr folks are nll
Prohibitionists,” was his general remark covering
the whole question, It it had any cffoct it would
be to strengthen the vote. |

“Idon’t feel down in the mouth over the out-
come,” said Volney B. Cushing, when asked con.
cerning the exodus. T think perh aps the seeedoery
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may gather some strength from the outside. Those
who believe free silver to be the most important
sue will naturally go to the Populists. If the
free-silver men of all the parties get together they
will likely leave Prohibition out of theip platform.,
The Prohibition Party will not lose much , a8 those
who believe Prohibition to he the paramount issue
will remain with the organization.”

C. C. Beveridge and wife, of Nebvaska, are pre-
pared to warble Prohibition songs with more zeal
than ever. “I hardly know where I am at,” said
Mr. Beveridge. My delegation secem to be ex.
cited. I know one thing, Probibition is my lead-
ing complaint, and I propose to stick to the party
ag long ag it remains true to that principle,”

Professor Scomp, of the Lemperance University,
Harriman, Tenn., who was for many years cou-
nected with mery College, Georgia, and left that
mstitution on account of his Prohibition work and
principles, was scen after the convention. He
satd that he worked as hard as he could for a har-
monious settlement of the controversy in the party,
and while many of the “ broad-gauge ” friends had
assured him that in any event they would stand
by the party, he was not greatly surprised at the
result. In the South and Fast the party would
probably be strengthened; in certain sections of
the West the division would be more marked, and
would probably be in favor of the so-called “broad-
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raugers,” but he thought 1t quite likely that the
new party movement would find 1tsell hampered
in its attempt to organize itself,

Oliver W. Stewart, the permanent chairman of
the Prohibition National Convention, and president
of the Tlinois Christion Fadeavor Society, in spealk-
ing of the convention, said: “ L could not and
would not join the movement for another political
party. I stood for equal suffrage belore 1 beeame
a party Prohibitionist, and I voted for free silver
in our State Convention, and in the National Con-
vention that has just closed here, but L will not
allow my disappointment over the defeat of sulleage
and silver to drive me out of the party. 1t 18 no
easy thing to perfect the orgunization of a new
party. L am afraid that my friends on the <hrowd-
epuge’ gide, hy whom I was made permanent chuly-
man, have made o mistake in attempting such o
task. L still believe that we could have gamed
thousands of votes in Illinols, as well as in other
States, on a broad platform, but we were defented,
and I propose to abide by the deeision of the con-
vention. This we would have aslked of the other
side, had we won.”

The following clear statement of the concep-
tion, introduction, and passage ol the substitute or
single-igsue platform, at the Pittsburg Convention,
by its author, was written to one of the journaly
of the Prohibition Party :
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¢¢ T - ‘ '
DEAR Sir:—In view of your report of the Convention
and editorials just at hand, T deem it due to the eause of

truth and justice that T correct some of your statements

You say : “The fact is, that the single-plank platform pre-
sented by Mr, Patton was preparved before the convention
and brought to the Convention with the knowledge of
prominent leaders in the narvow-gauge ranks, for the pur-
pose of being introduced whenever a good opportunity pre-

sented.’

“You have certainly been misinformed in making such
statements.  “The facts concerning the single-issue plat-
form arc as follows

“ A few days before the National Convention I told Oli-
ver W, Stewart, a broad-gauger, at my office, that I expected
to prepare a single-issue platform and present it in the
Convention as a substitute, whether the free-silver plank
was inserted or not, I did not have the time to prepare it
before I went to the Convention, but prepared it in my

room at the hotel the night before its adoption. With the

exception of R. W. Dillar, of Springfield, Ill., who roomed
with me at the hotel, no one knew of my having prepared
the resolution, until after the noon session, when I read it
over to Mr. Whipple, of The Lever, and Mr. Wheelock, of
Chicago. I stated to John G. Woolley about the same
time, that I had such a resolution prepared.

“Upon the vote on the financial plank, T voted with the
“broad-gaugers’ for its adoption, and endeavored to get the
floor for its advocacy, If you will refer to the columns of
your paper in the report of our Illinois Convention, you
will ascertain the fact that I, then and there, advocated
and voted for free silver, I have, however, from the first
advocated a single-issue platform, or a ¢broad-gauge plat-
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form” upon all issues, I regarded this as the only logieal
position we could assume, L positively deny that my aetion

‘was induced by the influence of the leaders on cither side, or

was anticipated or even known by the Teaders on either side,
“After the defeat of the financial plank, some one, 1

Cthink My, Beveridge, of  Nebraska, camoe to Joha (4,

Woolley and conforeed with hin, and Mr, Woolley said (o
me, “Now iy the time to introdues your singlesissie plat-
form,” Something was said to the effeet that the {recssilvop

men would favor such a platform in preference to o hrowd-
“gauge platform with no finaneial plank, T then introduced

my platform and moved to substitute i6 for all the plat-

i‘brm before the convention,

“When I obtained the chair’s recognition to speale in
behalf of my motion, T went to the platform and was
there met by Governor S6. John, who said (o mes ¢ Palton,
won’t you let me have two minutes ahead of you? T have
something to suggest which will necomplish the same rosult
I think you are aiming at” T asked him what it way he
wanted to suggest, and he not replying, 1 did not yield to
him,

CAfter my address Governor St Jolin was recognized

and stated to the Convention that inasmueh as he could not

geb o deelavation on other issues to suit him, he winted
to see the platform as varvow ag the narrow-pauge moen
wanted it, and he then said, © T will therefore support, My,

Latton’s vesolution  Immediately after this wpecsh, you,
v TN s vy S D ) T . |
(M. Editor, came to the front, and, as T understood Yo,

said you were glad the time had come when the platforny
;{f‘l“_‘“l‘libe e'ltl.mr_. th'e one thing or the other,  That you
were tived of this fight in the party and would vote for
the resolution offeved by myself.

i
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In doing this both you and Governor St. John led ma
to believe, and no doubt the Convention, that you welcomed

this as a compromise, and intended to vote for it in good -

faith.  Why you both stated you would support this reso-
lution, and after it was carried, bolted, T am at a loss to
understand.  Tspecially am I amazed to see you and
othery attempt to justify your bolting npon the ground of
the adoption of my substitute after your public espousals
of adoption,

“L presented and advocated the adoption of the sub-
stitute after careful consideration, believing that the time
had come for concentration of all the rohibition voters of
the country into our party, and that we could onl y do so
by leaving every Prohibitionist his convietions upon other
issues. For its preparation and presentation, I must
shoulder either the honor or the blame, but for its adoption
you and Governor St. John and every one else who advo-
cated its adoption or voted for it, must share cither the
honor or the blame,

“The attempt on your part, or any one else, to attribute
the adoption of this platform to any antipathy to Woman
Sullrage, must inevitably fail because of a lack of any
truth for its foundation,

“As author of the platform I challenge the fullest in- .

vestigation as to whether I have not always espoused the
cause of woman’s enfranchisement, I am of the firm con-
vietion that in the end the cause of woman’s enfranchise-
ment and every ‘other great reform movement must be the
casier accomplished by the concentration of the enemies of
the saloon into one party. The dram-shop stands in the

road of all reform, and its destruction is logically the first

work to be accomplished. With you I believe in the
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restoration of the free coinage of silver, but, sir, with the
liquor traffic in control of American polities, and with the
breweries and distilleries owned and controlled by British
capitalists, I do not expect to see their financial views
defoated, until their power in American politics is destroyod
by the degtruction of the licensed saloon. .

«T Delieve, with you, in Woman Suffrage, but I know
that 80 long as the saloon continues as the school-hoase of
American voters, our womnen will not receive justice, The
prohibition of the lquor traffic is nob only the greatest
cconomic and moral question hefore the people, but 1t is
the gateway to all other reformg, 1t was a convietion of
this truth that led to the preparation of the substitufo
platform, and adoption of this new policy hy the over-
whelming vote of 650 to 150, "To migrepresent it and
attribute our action to some other causo can do no good Lo
the National Party or humanity.  Let the teath be spoken
and the right will triumph.

“Yours vespectiully,
“ Roprrr I, Parros,”

The New York Voice, the 1(.!“.(“11;_; organ ol the
Prohibition Party, thus defends the Pittshurg Con-
vention and the Platform of the Prohibitionists:

“The founders of the Prohibition Party in 18G4, in the
reasons seb forth for its organization, declared  that  the
party’s primary objeet was to suppress the liguor teaflie,
With that purpose absent ov celipsed there has never been
any real reason for the existence of thoe party,  IHowover
nmuch may or may not have been associated in plat{form
utterance with that objeet in the course of events, does not
make at all unwise the position which this year presents

— e A h . -
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the party’s original purpose as the only national bond of
anion.

“This has been first in the hearts and most abundant in
the speech of nine-tenths of our lecturers, as it has occupied
the major place in all our propaganda. This persistent
singleness of purpose has prevented the Prohibition Party
from meeting the fate of early oblivion which has over-
laken other minor parties. |

“ Criticism of the direct simplicity of our platform .3
probably inspired because of the absence of some of the
form rather than the substance around which party activity
has centered,

© Lhe necessitics of the case make the building of a
party mory important than the broadening of a platform,
the requirements demanding ‘the broadest bond of union,
consistent with the party’s purpose.  Such a bond is found
n the specific utterance regarding which the great body
of Prohibitionists of every class can agree, and that we
have in the declaration adopted at Pittsburg. It in no
wav abridges the platform, broad, narrow, or medium, al-
ready adopted by the individual States, or yet to be adopted,
for the reason that it containg no declaration in conflick
with any of them, either in whole or in part.

“The testing time has come. Those who care more for
some other question than they do about the suppression of
the liquor traffic will throw their influence outside of the
Prohibition Party,

“All those who profess to hate the liquor traffic; who
believe that its legalization is a sin which government
ought not to commit; who feel that politics can receive no
permanent moral uplift, and law-making enjoy free pro-
gressive tendencies until the liquor power is made to let go

e
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ity grip on polities and government, will find it espeeindly
encumbent upon them this year to get into the Probibition
Puarty.

“Toxcuses of the old stoek orvder ave hardly pertinent
this time.  Those who have been in the habit of saying
that they were Prohibitionists, but objeeted to endorsing
a vast collection of dssues and disputed theovies by voting
the ticket of the Prohibition Party, can not now hionestly
present that plea,

“They can vote for Prohibition on ity movils, unrhixed
with matters about which they may be in doubity or in
which they do not belivve,  Mon of diflerent ereeds, of
opposing cconomic theories, and mon of no eveed ab all, enan
this year stand for the ovewshadowing issue upon whicl
thay apree in common, with nothing to disturb thew or
niakee them afraid,

“The three million nominal Prohibitionists in the cont-
try ean say in one voice at the hallot-box this year, that

the saloon must go, and it will require neither dictionary
to define nor interpreter to explain what this voiee does or
does not mean, 1t will be o clear, unmixed and uneom-

promising shont for the prohibition of the liquor teallie,
This is the accepted time in which the Prohibitionists of
the country can and should get togethor ab the ballot-hox,”
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