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NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE
POPULISTS.

THEN the Convention assembled at St Tonds on
July 22, there was much division of sentimeont
respecting the wisest policy to he pursued, Many
favored endorsing the nominees of  the (,ﬂ.tit.‘u,s.};i()
Demoeratic Convention, while others, styled 'Lim
“ Middle-ol-the-Rowders,”  were c.:lu,mumu; lor g,

POPULIST CONVENTION OF 1896. H21

The People’s Party, assembled in National Con-
vention, re-allirms its allegiance to the principles
declared by the founders of the Republic, and also
to the fundamental principles of just government
as enunclated i the platform of the party in
1892.

We recognize that through the connivance of
the present and preceding administrations the
country has reached a crisis in its national life, as
predicted 1 our declaration four years ago, and
that prompt and politic action 1s the supreme duty
of the hour.

We realize that while we have political inde-
pendence, our financial and industrial independ-
ence ig yet to be attamed by restoring to our
country the constitutional control and exercise of
the functions necessary to a people’s government,
which functions have been basely surrendered by
our public servants to corporate monopolies. The
influence of Iuropean money-changers has heen
more potent in shaping legislation than the voice
of the American people. IExecutive power and
patronage have been used to corrupt our Legisla-
tures and defeat the will of the people, and plu-
tocracy has been enthroned upon the ruing of
democracy. |

To restore the government intended by the
fathers, and for the welfare and prosperity of this
and future generations, we demand the establish-
ment of an economic and financial system which
shall make us masters of our own affairs and inde-
pendent of European control by the adoption of
the following declaration of principles :

separate party platform and nominees in order to
preserve the party as an organization.  Another
disturbing eloment was the nane of sewll, the
,.I)mm.)cwwt;lf.; nomines for Vieo-President, wlo, on
account ol his connection with moneyed interests
and banks, was obnoxious to many of the Popu-
lists,  Ab times the proceedings were disorderly, '
aud there were animated contests hetween rival
factions,

When the Convention procecded 1o OLERIL 7L
.* . X o o . 'y L '.t.: | s LK
tion, Governoy Stone, oft Missourd, made an addvess
of welcome, whicli was responded to by Tenating
.[,,)ommll.‘?f, of - Minnesotn.  Senator  Butler, of
N urth; Carolina, was calt,zlgi_z'luui]; temporary ehiairnan,
and Senator Allen, of Nebraska, was nnude per
manent chaieman,

On the 24th the platform was adopted oy
follows : |
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JHA POPULINT CONVENTION O 1800,

Finance,

First 1 We demand o nationn] money, safe and
sound, dssued by the General Government only
without the intervention o hanks of 1ssue, o ]3(2
a full legal tender for all debts, publie and privates
also - just, equitable and efficient means of distyi-
bution direel to the peaple and throueh the Tawlul
dishursements of” the Government,

mecond - We demand the ree md unrestrieted
comage of silver and gold at the present loga)
atlo of 16 to 1, without waiting for the eonsent
ol foreien nations. "

Third: We demand the volume of eivenlatine
medinm he speedily inereased (o an mmount suflic
clent to meet the demands o the husiness popula-
blon of this country, and to yestore the just leyel
of prices of Tahor and production, |
~Fourth: We denownee the sale of houds and
the merease of the publie intorest hearing hond
debt made by the present adininistration ay wne
necessary and without authority of T, and that
no wmaore honds he dssued except by specifie Aot of
Congress, R

Fifth s We demand suel logal legislation as will
prevent the demonetization of the lawlul money of
the United States by private contract. "

Sixth s We o demand that the Government, in
payment of ity obligntions, shall wse its option ad to
the kind of lawful money in which they are to he
paid, and we denouncee the prosent and proceding
IL("]..TTII.II'IHtl“‘il;l?l()lm [or surrendering this option to the
holders of Goverminent ohligations,

Seventh : We demand a graduated income tax,
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POPULIST CONVENTION OIF 1890, D23

to the end that aggregated wealth shall bear its
just proportion of taxation ; and we denounce the
Supreme Court, relative to the income tax, as a
misinterpretation of the Constitution and an mva-
sion of the rightful powers of Congress over the
subject of taxation. |

Tighth : We demand that postal savings banlks
he established by the Government for the safc
deposit of the savings of the people and to facilitate
exchange.

Transportation.

Transportation being o means of exchange and
public necessity, the Government should own and
operate the railroads in the interest of the people
and on non-partisan hasis, to the end that all may
he accorded the same treatment in transportation,
and that the tyranny and political power now
exercised hy the great railroad corporations, which
result in the impairment if not the destruction of
the political rights and personal liberties of the
citizen, may be destroyed. Such ownership 18 to
be accomplished gradually, in a manner consistent
with sound public policy. o | .

Jecond : The interest of the United States in
the public highways built with public moneys and
the proceeds of extensive grants of land to the
Pacific railroads should never be a11ena,ted,,‘1'nort-
saged or sold, but guarded and protected for the
ceneral welfare as provided by the laws orgamzing
such railroads. The foreclosure of existing liens
of the United States on these roads should at once
follow default in the payment thereof of the debt
of the companies, and at the foreclosure sales of
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554, POPULIST CONVENTION OF 1896,

sald roads the Government shall purchase the
same il it becomes necessary 1o protect the inter-
ests therein, or iff they can be purchased ab a reg-
sonable price; and the Government shall operate
such railvonds as public highways for the henefit
of the whole, and not 1n the interest of the fow
under suitable provisions for the protection of life

“and property, giving to all transportation interests

Mied . WK _ . o
Lhird: We denounce  the present  infiunous
seheimes lor refunding these debty, and  demand
‘tlupl; the laws now applicable thereto he exeeutod
mnz‘fl m;h'}unmtmrutl n,(_mur(,lmg to their true intent
and spivit,

T nt], . I P P 1 e o . Y
” fb (Jlltl,'i;ll_. ..l.= lm telegraph, like the post-oflice sys-
Lem,:b#um & & necessity lor the transimission of news,
should be ownod and operated by the Government
1 the Interest of the people,

and privileges and equal rates for Fares and [reight,

Land Monopolies.

CIfst: The true policy demands that the Na-
tional and State logislation shall he suely as will
ultimately enable every pradent and industrious
citizen to secure o home, and, therefore, the land
should not be monopolized for speculative purposes.

All Tands now held by railroads and other cor-
povations n excess of their actual needs should, by
lawful means, be reclaimed by the Government
and held for actual settlers only ; and private land
monopoly, as well ag alien ownershin, should be
prohibited. v

Second : We condemn the fraudy by which the
land grant to the Pacific railroad companies have,
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through the connivance of the Interioy Depart-
ment, robbed multitudes of equal hona fide gettlers
of their homes and miners of their elaims, and we
demand legislation by Congress which will enforce
the exemption of mineral land from such grants
alter as well ns belore patent.

Third: We demand that hona fide settlers on all
public lands be granted free homes, ag provided
the national homestead Iaw, and that no exeeption
be madle in the case of Indian reservations when
opened for settlement, and that all landy not now
patented come under this demand.

We favor a system of direet logislation through
the initintive and referendum, under proper consti-
tutional safeguards.

General Propositions.

Fivet : We demand the cleetion of President,
Vice-Prosident and United States Senators by a
direct vote of the people.

Second : 'We tender to the patriotic people of
Cuba our deepost sympathy in their herole strug-
gle for political freedom and independence, and
we believe the time has come when the United
States, the preat republie of the world, should
recognize that Cuba 18 and of right ought to be a
free and independent State. _ o

Third: We favor Lome rule in the Territories
and the District of Columbin, and the early admis-
sion of the Tervitories as States.

Pourth : All public salaries should be made to
correspond to the price of labor and 1ts products.

Pifth: In times of great industrial depressme,
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e Tabor should e employed on public works
fr aw practicable, o | . o

Sixth: The wrbitrary conrse of the couply 11 18-
sunig to mprison eitizens for indirect contemyt
aned rudine that by injunetion should he 1)1*01*@1&&1
by proper lesislation, -

Sevonthi: W favore Just pensiom for onge disablod
Union saldiers, " B

lsighitde: Believing that the eleetive franchise ud
wrtrwmmeled ballotb are essential to o ('iuw?rlii1;-'1c¥11't
aly fory wnd by the people, the Poople’s 1?‘?11*(:.;}?' cone
denin l‘-“_fsz wliolesnle jystent of c'I'iﬁi‘rmit.thi#iﬂ-n“i*ilt
ndopted in some States oy tnrepuhljean tuul thllnu
(lcmun.w;g_;{.ic__t, wied we deelnre 16 to be the ity u:f "ihﬁ
several State Lomslatures 1o (ko sty mz‘liit.i.ll;ﬁl.u:

-

will seeure o full, free and gy hallot, aud an honest

cotnt,

! ; % v B Fa; » TR
jD\J:u(-h;. . W_!ulu the foregoing propositions const-
:iutu _L.}m platforncupon which o party stands, ad
]m. Llnz vindiention of which ils oreanizntion will
e nntnined, we o recognize that e srend, wnd

*

prossmg ssue ol the pending eumpaipy wpon whiely
the present Presidential eleetion will -t s the
nanetal question, nnd upon this grent wnd SH}:u.*criﬂ(:
ssue hetween the puetion, we cordially invite the
i and co-operation of all oreanizations and Citi-
Acns agreeing with us npon this vital (question,

Nominations.
: A strong feeling was developed in the Convene
tlon n favor of Willinm ., Bryan, the Demoeratic
nominee o the Chieago Convention, for the fiest
place on the ticket, mul thep appenred ab the sume
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POPULIST CONVENTION O 1896. 5T

time much opposition to Arthur Sewall, the Demo-
cratic nominee for Vice-President. The Convention
decided to nominate a candidate for Vice-President
first.  After a long and tumultuous session, em'*ly
on the morning of July 256th, Thomas E. Watson,
of Georgla, was declared the nominee for the Vice-
Presidency, 1t was understood that Mr. Bryan
wished to retain the name of Sewall on the ticket
i the event ol his own nomination for fivst place.

The impending deleat of Sewall led Chairman
Jones, of the Democratic National Committee, who
had been closely watching the Populists’ proceed-
ings, to telegraph to candidate Bryan, who made a
definite declaration in reply, that he would not
accepb the nomination if Sewall wag not also
naed,

The opposition to Sewall practically. swamped
{he Bryan forees at the day session.  The leaders
were powerless to check the strong feeling agamst
the Bath shiphuilder and banker.

For the first time the “middle-of-the-road ™ ele-
ment showed generalship worthy of the name.
Recognizing the fact that all hope of defeating
Bryan’s nomination was lost, they concentrated
all their cfforts against Sewall. They devised a
cunning scheme by which the Convention was
foreed to nominate the Vice-President before the

President.
When the proposition was made to change the
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Ny POPULIST CONVENTION O 1844,

regular order of thoe nonnations, the Bryan men
stramed every nerve to prevent, it Congressmay
Skinner, chairman of Lh!: North (Jurcyliuzll(lt?ll.:::
tion, east the solid vote of the State u.s,;*u.-in;ﬂ(;r ﬁ;u
change,  When the vote was firured up.: hnwc-.wurr’
and he ascertained that there was o 111:1:]01*?’1;}* oi
i.i(i. - favor of {he proposition, the vote of ‘i;lw.
delegation was cast for he proposition, and thu.:
sl.nt.is cmerged from the contest with o Ill:Li()l‘iQ};
ol 170, -

f[jlliﬂ mide the defeat of Sewall and the nomi-
nation of w Populist for Viee-President practically
cerbain, ' .
]Jrllfi 1(111 :l::“ .]I unni‘ngs “Hr:y‘n.u Wi ]lml.’rli.I-ULIZ-{:HI for the
“rediiency by oo vole of 10449 to 391,
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