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NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE
SILVERITES.

MWO National Conventions assembled in St
Louis July 22, 1896, one that of the Silver-
ites, the other that of the Populists.

The Silver Party Convention was called to order
at noon by Francis G. Newlands, of Nevada, tem
porary chairman. There were abount four hundred
delegates present.  Chairman Newlands, in his
speech, ‘declared unequivocally for William J.
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| Bryan, the Democratic nominee, and the applause
| §

which followed showed how the delegates stood
| o this question.

Committees on Permanent Organization were
then appointed, and Chairman Newlands rcad a
telegram from Senator Teller. In this telegram
Mr., Teller said: “The money question over-
shadows all others. On 1ts rightful determination
lepends the prosperity of the people and the per-
petuity of republican institutions. A vote for
Bryan and Sewall is a vote for industrial and
financial independence of the American people
from foreign domination and control, and they
should have the support of all opponents of the
gold standard.”

While the committees were at work the Conven-
gl . tion took -a recess until half-past four o’clock.
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After ovganization, Willium 17, St John, of New
York, was named as pernte nl. chiatrnn, and
Charles A, Towne {or viee-chairman,

Alter recess the committee reported its nomines
tions, and both were well roeedvid hy the silvep
men.,  Robert Ko Diffenderter, of Pennsyl i,
was tamned as seeretary,  After Mre. SGJolin took
the chate o resolution providing that one do Jogate

from each Stade should cast the ont)re vote of that
Slite was adoptud,

" "‘._.‘ _ iy T . .. . '- ¢
Chiadrman St John woenh mto an exhaustive re-

view ol the eurreney question, and declared that

“Ib I among (he Lest prineiples o finanee tha
the value of caclt dollar depends upon the total
number ol dollars i civeulation, Tl plane of
prices iy high when the number of dollars in oj
culation is great in proportion 1o the numhber of
things to be exchangod hy means of dollars, and
low Wlu*ll the dollars e proportionately few, The
merease ol our population al about two millions o
year, seattered over owr hmmense territory, calls
for increasing exchangos, and llww])y demands an
increasing mlmlwr of dollows | e ¢ reulation,”

At the conclusion of Mr. St John's Hpeeeh, o
motion was made fov Mr. St John o appoint o
committee to confer with the Populists to el just

differences and agece upon Bryan and Sewall as

the candidates o' both parties.  This provoked
long debute, hut was finally adopted.
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The Committee on Resolutiong of the Silver
Convention completed 1ts work on the 23d, by
adopting the platform and address to the people

which had been prepared by the sub-committee.

The platform and address are as follows :

The National bilver Party of America, in Con-
vention assembled, hereby adopts the followmg
declaration of 1)1*111@11)103.

The Money Plank,

Firgt ¢ The paramount igsue at this time in the
United States 18 indisputably the money question.
It is between the British gold standard, gold bonds
and banle currency on the one side, and the bi-
metallic standard, no bonds, Government currency
(and an American policy) on the other.

On this issue we Cl(,(.‘.l'“l,l‘e ourselves to be 1n favor
of a distinctively American financial system. We
are unalterably opposed to the single gold stand-
ard, and demand the inmediate return to the Con-
stitutional standard of cold and silver by the
restoration by this Government, independently of

any loreign power, of the unrestricted coinage of
both gold and silver into standard money at the
rate o[ 16 to 1, and upon terms of exact equality
a3 they existed prior to 1873, the silver com to be

of full legal tender, c.qu&lly with gold, for all
debts and dues, pubhe and prwate, and we
demand such lcfflslatmn as will prevent, for the
future, the destruction of the legal tender quality

of any kind of money by private contract.
We hold that the power to control and regulate

o paper currency is inseparable from the power to
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willing workers, sending the shadows of despair
into the home of the honest toiler, filling the land
with tramps and paupers, and building up colossal
fortunes at the money centres.

Additional Debt.

In the effort to maintain the gold standard, the
country has within the last two years,in a time of
yrofound peace and plenty, been loaded down with
%\EBGB,OOO,UOO of additional interest-hearing debt
ander such circumstances as to allow a syndicate
of native and foreign. b:;(ninlclurs to realize a net profit
T S T ch »f millions on a single deal. |
{;] (1:;1:’ .'“Lif ﬁl_ f,l,..i:t,fn]l 111},..[' f'{fj ]-i mu: 1:111 111 "*1‘_“’ {i‘*(l’“l]{l Ht;m'ufilzu,.l*di11");}? i ° %{1‘,1113’1{;1;)11(13 confessgd that the gold standard can
oorrowing gold 5 and we dewand the pagyment of only be upheld by so depleting our paper currency
all coin obligations ol the United States, as pro- . o {0 foree the prices of our products below the
o b piings s B, cither gold o siver if:ur() sean and oven below the Asiatic level, to
com, ub the option of’ the Government and not at emblle as to sell in forelen markets, thus aggravat-
the option of the ereditor, ing the X'Tery evils of which our people so bitterly

Demonetization of Silver. D complain, degrading American 1a_b0r_@11c}f gtriking

The demonetization of silver in 1878 enormously “ at the foundations of our civilization 1tsell.

coin money, and, henee, that all eurrency tended
to cireulate as money should bhe issued and ity
value controlled by the General Government only
and should De o Tegal tender, .

Bond Issues.

- We are unalterably opposed to the issue by
the United States of interest-hearing honds i
time of peace, and we denounce as a hlundey
worse than o erime, the present Treasury ]:c)li(;;;};
conewrred in by a Republiean House of plunging
the country into deht hy hundreds of millions in

inerensed the demand for gold, enhaneing its pur- The Cause of Our Distress. .
asing power wnd Towering all prices measured by ; The advoeates of the gold standard persistently
b standad; and winee that injust and indefen- laim t{m.*tﬂm 1;6&1 cause of our distress 1s overpro-
5}!*’1"* act the prices of American produets have E%}h?étioﬁ—--tlmt we have produced so much that it
fallen upon an avernge nearly 60 per cent., carry- | ade us poor—which implies that the true remedy
111%* (lm;:n :] jlwﬂ{l]l ’Lll{fml ] ;]mrl,imml,ul y the money . s to closo the factory, abandon the farm and thflow
vatue ol all other forus of property. o R TV DY . f emulovment, a doc-
Sueh fall of prices has t“{'taﬂ‘l;}'n y L{l the profit of 5122311112:{? ° 12£LVE§O£I; u(iﬁfm?ved al,ndy dishc;artened
lc.ag.l;t;:l.z'rm;l;c: nulustey, injuring the producer for the | and absolutely without hope for the future.
btfl'mlrl; ol the non-producer, mereasing the hurden ‘ Vife affirm 36 to be unquestioned that there can
of the debtor, swelling the gains of the eveditor, | be no such economic paradox as overproduction,

paralyzing the productive energies of the Ameri-

e nean] : , : - and at the same time tens of thousands of our
can people, relegating to idlencss vast numbers of
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{ellow-citizens vemaining half elothed and half fed,
and who are piteonsly elamoring for the common
neeessaries ol Hile,

The Money of the Consatitution,

Over ad above all other questions of” policy we
are in Lavor of restoring to the people of the
United States the time-honored money ol the Con-
stitutionegold winld silver, not one bhut both-—the
money of Washington and Hamillon and Jeflerson
and Monroe and Jaekson and Lineoln, to the end
that the Ameriean people may receive honest pay
for an honest produet; that the American debtor
may puy his just ohligadions in an honest standard
and not moa dishonest and unsound  standard
appreciated 10O per cent, in purehasing power and
no apprecintion in debt-paying power, and to the
endd, further, that silverstandaed countrios may be
deprived of the anjust advantage they now enjoy
m the difference in exchange hetween gold  and
gilvor—an  advantage which tarill’ Jogislation can
not overcone, |

Poeoplo Urged to Unite.

We therfore confidently appeal to the people of
the United States to hold in abeyance all other
questions, however important, and even momentous
they may appear, to sunder, if need he, all {ormen
party ties and allilintions, and wnite in one supreme
effort to free themselves and their ehildren from
the domination of the money power—a power
more destruetive than any which has ever heen
fastened upon the civilized men of any race or in
any age.  And upon the congummation of our
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desives and cflorts, we invoke the aid of all
patriotic American citizens and the gracious {avor
of Divine Providence.

Bryan and Sewall Endorsed.

Inasmuch as the patriotic majority of the Chicago
Convention cmbodied in the financial plank of 1ts
platform the principles enunciated in the platform
of the American Bimetallie party, promulgated at
Washington, . C., Jannary 22, 1690, and herein
reiterated, which is not only the paramount but
the only real issue in the pending campaign, there-
fore, recognizing that their nominees embody these
patriotic principles, we recommend that this Con-
vention nominate William J. Bryan, of Nebraska,
for President, and Arthur Sewall, of Maine, for
Viee-President. 5

The foregoing platform was adopted, and on
Friday, the 24th, the Convention, by mc:,lama,tlonz
pominated Bryan and Sewall for President and
Viee-President, and then adjourned sine due.
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