E:

COUNTY COMMUMITY COLLEGE
24% ME 30 RD - Groat Soncd, Kansas 87530

el rma ke

-k

THHOMAS K. WATSON

sl v g e

[IETTINY % A e

L

L

Ceg or e Rt

T one o'clock A. M., July 25th, 1896, Thomas
1. Watson, of Georgia, was nominated for the
Vico-Presidency by the National Convention of
Populists at St. Louis.  The Convention by a vote
of 785 to 615 decided to nominate for this oflice
before making a nomination for the Iresidency.
A nunber of candidates were in the field, but the
choice finally fell on the Georgia man, and was
received by his friends with the usual demonstra-
tions of approval.

Thomas E. Watson is a typical Georgian, thin
and angular, with a sharp face, whichh he keeps
clean shaven, and with red hair, which he takes
little paing to keep inorder. IHe is nearly 40
years old, having been born on September 6, 1850,
in Columbia county, (ia.  Ilis home is at Thom-
SO1.

Aflter passing through the common schools of
his native place he was sent to the Mercer Uni-
versity, at Macon, for a college course, bub at the
end of his sophomore year he wag obliged to leave
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lor lack of money.  For two yoears therealtor he
taught school, and during that time he studied
law,  Phen he entered the oflice of ] udee W, R,
Melaws, off Augusta, and after reuding law there
[or a fow weels was wlinitted to the har,

He began the practice ol law ab Thomson in
November, 1876, when he was 20 years old,  Ile
hegan very soon o interest himsell in polities, and
was eleeted to the Georgla Legislature as o Demo-
crab In I88Z, and served for one term. 1o 1888
he was o Dresidentinl Kleetor-at-Large on the
Democratic ticket,  Besides practicing law and
polities he is largely interested in furming.

Watson fivst attracted general attention in the
conntry ot large in 1802, He had heen elected to
the Fifty-sccond Congress from hig home distriet,
beating  Lis Republican opponent, Anthony L.
Williams, by a vote of 5,450 to 807, No sooner
had Watson taken hiy seat ob Washington as a
Democerat than he abandoned his party, refused to
enter the eancus, and hecame the Populist candi-
date for the Speakership.  There were but ten
Populist members of the Iouse, and he was not
clected.

Watsonnot long alterward made the expression :
“Whoere was T at?”" known all over the Inglish-
speaking world by calling attention to the man
who said it, and aceusing him of being drunk on
the floor of the House. The speaker was Mr.
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Cobb, of Alabama, and he used the now-famous
expression i a debate upon the Noyes-Roekwell
clection case.  Watson's charge was not sustained
by the House.

Nevertheless, m the summeoer of 1892, Mr. Wat-
gon repeated the charge, not only againgt the same
member by innuendo, but also as a general one
againgt many members of the ouse, and brought
about hig cars a vigorous protest.  Z'hese charges
were part of the “ People’s Party Campaign Book,
1892,” printed, as Watson said in hig preface :

“In order that editors, speakers, lecturers and
voters might have in the convenient storchouse of
one volume all the scattered information now con-

tained in many, and in order that they might have

a brief statement of the line of argument which
we adopt upon all essential issues.”

In this book Watson declaved that: ¢ Kixtrava-
cance hag been the ovder of the day. Absentecism
was never so pronounced.  lack ol purpose was
never so clear. Lack of common business pru-
dence never more glaring,  Drunken members
have recled about the aisles, a disgrace to the
republic. Drunken speakers have debated grave
issues on the floor, and in the midst of maudlin
ramblings have been heard to ask, ¢ Mr. Speaker,
where was T at?’  Uscless employés crowd every
corridor.  Useless expenditures pervade every de-
partment,’” '
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Mr. Wheeler, of Alabama, hrought these cliarges
to the attention of the House, and o committee
wag appointed to look into them,

Watson reiterated the chavees in the THouse and
maldd |

“Lhere s not o charge in this paragraph that
has not heen made from that press gadlery and
sent ringing through the newspapers of this land,
hut now, because I hinve made 1t, and heeause ton
of the People’s Party wre herey powerless in the
grasp of your tyrannical party, you want to seleet
me for o seapegont-—or & martyr to your pre-
judice,

“1 want no matter ol grace from this Demo-
eratic muajority that seeky to hiss moe down when
I am defending my chiaracter here on the floor of
the IHouse.  Jeflovsonian Domovracy grants to o
man freedom of spoceh and freedom of pross, and
il you want to howl me down do it, and 1 will
appeal from youwr tyranny to the faiver sense of
justice that abides i the heartys of the American
people. L scorn your grace. I seorn your merey,”

The committee of  investigation consisted  of
Messrs, Boatner, Wolverton, Buchanan, of Vi
gining Grout and Jevry Simpson,  The committee
heard o number of witnesses, and on August b,
the last day of the session, reported that. the
charges were fulse and libelous in they sepse in
which they woere made,
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The desertion of his party angered the Demo-
crats of his district, and they put up James C. C.
Blacl, an Augusta lawyer, against Watson at the
next election. Watson ran as the candidate of
the People’s Party. lle wag beaten by a vote of
17,779 for Black against hig 12,332 votes.

In the foll of 1894 Watson ran against Black
{or the Fifty-fourth Congress. This time he ran
as a Populist. It was a campaign of almost un-
rivaled Dbitterness.  The country was arrayed
against the towns, and prejudice and passion were
appealed to. Black and Watson held a number of
joint debates, and these scemed to increase the
excitement.

Watson declared that he wasin danger of assas-
sination. Ile sent out couriers through the coun-
try, and summoned his supporters from the diller-
ent countics of his district. They swarmed into

Thomson {rom all sides, mounted and armed, and

camped around his house to protect him from
being lynched by the Democrats. Throughout
the rest of the campaign Watson carried a rifle
whenever he appeared in publie. He was beaten
in the clection by a majority for Black of about

Watson then charged that he had been beaten
by frauds at the polls, and challenged Black to
leave the decision as to who was properly elected

to a commission of five, two to be selected by each
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candidate, and the fifth by these four, the com-
mission to canvass the votes, and declare who was
rightfully clected. Mv. Black replied, showing
that no such commission could have any authority,
but offering to resign, and leave the matter to a
new election.

“I am in no degree responsible for this terrible
state of affairs,” Mr. Black wrote, “for I have
preached no gospel of bitterness. I have appéaled
to no prejudice. I have not sought to array the
country against the town. I have not taught that
there was natural lLostility between one set of
f:itizens engaged in one pursuit and others engaged
11 other pursuits. I have not persuaded one class
that they are the victimg of another, and lashed
them into frenzy at the thought. I have not
sought to combine the rich against the poor nor
the poor agamst the rich. I have not conjured up
visions of impossible wealth and prosperity and
carthly happiness, and maddened the believers in
such dreams against their fellow-citizens as con.
spirators, keeping them out of these utopias, these
elysian fields.”

- Mur. Black took his place in Congress, as he pro-
posed, and then resigned to give Mr. Watson a
chance to beat him if he could. A spectal election
was held, and Watson was decisively defeated.
~Since that time he has devoted himself principally
to the running of a Populist newspaper at Atlanta.
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After Mr. Watson’s nomination at St. Louis,
efforts were made in certain quarters to induce
him to resign in favor of Mr. Sewall, Democratic
nominee for the Vice-Presidency. Mr. Watson
refused to do so, clalming that his name was
needed to maintain the organization of the Popu-
lists, and prevent it from going out of existe:nce.

As he has shown great resolution many times
in the face of opposition, he can be relied upon to
hold his position when he has once taken it.

In all the qualities of a bold and successful
leader he has shown himself well equipped. IHis
name is one of strength to his party in Georgia
and other parts of the South, and his &ggressive
spirit has done much toward disseminating the
views of the Populists and advancing their cause.

After the action of the Populist Convention at
St. Louis, Mr. Watson said :

« We hLave conceded everything short of the
extinction of our party. To go into the 11&1:::[01'1&1
campaign with no Populist on the 11&13iona1 ticket
dishands the party. The Democratic managers
knew this, and they have bent every energy to
that end. It is not so much free silver they want
as it is the death of the People’s Party. |

«“If they are honestly intent upon free silver
legislation, why should they object to the con-
tinued existence of the People’s Party? Have we
not been true to free silver .When they were not ?
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Were we not the only elimmpions of that eause in %
1895, when the Democrats were elosing the mints
and refusing even 1o coin the Government’s own
releniorage ¢

“ Why should the Demoeratic manugers demand E
of us complete and uneonditional surrender ? They y
sy we must fuse, but their iden of fusion s that
we st play minnow while they play trout; we
play Junebug while they play duek; we play
Jonah while they play whale,” |
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