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OIIN BROWN and his family removed to North
) Iilba, in ssex County, Now York, in 1849. Tt
was about this time that Mr. Gerritt Smith, the emi-
nent philanthropist, offered to colored sottlers his wild
lands in that district of the Adirondack wilderness.
Many of them accepted the offer, and wont there to
malke the experiment.

¢¢ At this period,”” writes a friend, ‘¢ John Brown appeared one day
at Deterboro’, and snid to Mr. Smith: ¢I see, by the newspapers,

that you have offered so mony acres of wild land to cach of the cols

oredd men, on condition that they cultivate them, Now, they are
mostly inexperienced in this kind of work, and unused to the climate,
while I am familiay with Doth, * I propose, therefore, to take a farm
there myself, clenr it and plant it, showing the negroes how such
worlk should be done, I will also employ some of them on my land,
and will look after them in all ways, and will be a kind of father to
them.' Mr. Smith aceepted the generous proposal, gave John Brown
the land, and allowed him to make the experiment, although he had
never before seen him,”

So far as the negroes were concerned, this proved a
failure, but through no fault of John Brown’s. Ile
did his part faithfully by them. |

¢ Claptain Brown had & higher notion of the capacity of the negro

race than most white men. I have often heard him dwell on this sub-
ject, and mention instances of their fitness to take care of themselves,
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60 North Elba.

snying, in his quaint way, that they hebaved so much like folks that
he almost thought they were so.” 1o thought that perhaps a foreidlo
separation of the connection belween master and sleve was neeessary Lo
cducate the blacks for self-government; ® but this hie threw out ns o sug-

pestion merely.” , |

Tho home of John Brown, and tho romantic region
around it, have been visited by a scholar worthy of tho
original, whoso translation of their grandeur, physical
and moral, into the English langudge, makos the jour-
ney hencoforward unnecessary, — save only for ¢ in-
struction in godliness.” Weo see both the alory of the
mountains, and the grandeur of tho faith that animates
its greatest family, in the vivid and touching deserip-
tion of o visit to the home of John Brown, herewith
subjoined, — from tho true and worthy pen of Thomas
“Wentworth Iigginson. No woman can. read it without
being deeply moved ; and if there bo a man who can

do 50— God pity him.
THI ROUTE TO NORIII ELBA.

¢ The traveller into the enchanted land of the Adirondack hus his
choice of two routes from Keeseville to the Lower Saranac lake,
where his out-door life is to begin, The one lenst frequented and
most difficult should be sclected, for it has the grandest mountnin
pass that the Northern States can show, After driving twenty-two
miles of mountain road from Keeseville, past wild summits bristling
with stumps, and through villages where every other man is black
from the iron foundery, and every alternate onc black from the char-
coal pit, your pathway makes o turn at the little hamlet of Wilming-
ton, and you soon find yourself facing n wall of mountain, with only
glimpses of one wild gap through which you must penetrate. In two
miles more you have passed the last house this side the Noteh, and
you then drive on over a rugged way, constantly aseending, with no
companion but the stream which ripples and roars below, Booun the
last charconl clenring is past, and thick woods of cedox and birch

* Thero 18 a terrible truth wrappod up in this suggestion. o obtain o recopnition
of thelr equality in countries where negro slavery has oxistod, the bneks must olther
- fight the whites and defeat tham, or seck to establlsh n soparato natlonality olaswlioro,
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close avound you-—the high mountain on your vight comes nearer
and neaver, and close beside, upont your left, are plimpses of s wall
black anel bare as ivon, rising sheer for four hundred foct above vou;
head,  Coming from the wolt marble country of Vermont, and from
the pal:u granite of Mussachusetts, there seems something weird and
forbidding in this utter blackness. On your left the giant wall now
appeara nearcr —now retreats again ; on your right foams the merry
atreum, breaking into graceful caseades —and across it the great moun-
tain Whiteface, seamed with slides, Now the woods upon your left
are displaced by the iron wall, almost touching the road-side agninat
%ts steep abruptness searcely a shrub can cling, searcely o furzi flutter ;
it takes your breath away; but five miles of perilous driving conrluc;:
you through it; and beyond this stern passway, this cave of iron, lie
the lovely lakes and mountains of the Adirondack, and the homestend
of Journ Browx,

THIZ IIOMESTEAD AND ITS ORNAMENTS,

“'Lhe Noteh seems beyond the world, North Jlba and its half dozen
Louses are beyond the Notch, and there is a wilder little mountain
road which rises beyond North IBlbn, But the house we seek is not
even on that road, but behind it and beyond ity you ride o mile or two
then take down o pair of bars; beyond the bars, faith takes you nums;
11. liaglf-elffz]u'mlf :{}Ul{], through the most diflicult of wood-paths, and after
VLG oomile ol torest you come out upon o clearing, There is o little
frame house, 1.1111mi11t?rd, seb ina {:;irdli of blﬂu]? :131111)’1: hsllltln:v?tll:t;,ll'i
: . -- )
hquvuu nhout it for a wider girdle; on a high hill-side, forests on
north and woest, — the glorious line of the Adirondacks on the east
end on the south one slender road lending off to Westport, & road S{;

straight that you could sight o United Stutes marshal for fve miles,

* “Thero stands the little house, with no ornament nor relief about
Tt-n-it needs none with the setting of mountain horizon, Yes, there
1 one decoration. which at onee takes the eye, and which, stern and
misplaced as it would seem clsewhere, scems appropriate here, It is a
strange thing to see any thing so old, where all the works of man are
new ! but it is an old, mossy, time worn tombstone — not marking any
grave, not set in the ground — but resting aguinst the house as if it
time were cither past or not yet come. Both are true —it has a past
duty and o future one. It benrs the name of Captain John Brown,
who died during the Revolution, cighty-thvee years ago; it was his
tombstone brought hither by his grandson bearing the same name and
title ; the latter caused to be inseribed upon it, also, the name of his
son Lrederick, ¢murdered at Ospwatomie for his adherence to the
cause of freedom,” (so reads the inseription;) and he himself has
said, for years, that no other tombstone shguld mark his gfuve.- |
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‘wTFor two years, now, that stone has stood ther:e-—:}n cath has
been taken upon it, no curses been invoked upon it— it marks the
ahode of & race who do not curse. But morning and noon, as the
sons have gone out to their work on that upland far:n: they. have
passed by it; the carly light over the Adirondacks has gilded it, the
yed reflection of sunset has glowed back upon it; its silent appeal has
perpetually streng thened and sanctified that home—and as the two
lately wedded sons went forth joyfully on their father’s call to keep
their last pledge at Harper's Ferry, they issued from- that doorway
between their weeping wives on the one side and that ancestral stone

upon the othexr. |
THE FARM, AND WHY. JOHN BROWN BOUGHT IT. |
¢¢The farm is a wild place; cold and bleak. Itis too cold to raise
corn there; they can scarcely, in the most favorable seasons, obtaTn
a few ears for roasting., Stock must be wintered there mearly six
months in every year. I was there on the first of Noveml?er; the
ground was snowy, and winter had apparently begun-—and it would
last till the middle of May, They never raise any thing to sell ?ﬂ'
that farm, except sometimes a few fleeces. It was ~n:vell, they said,
if they raised their own provisions, and could spin their own wool for
clothing. : |
“Dob you ask why they lived in such a bleak spot? '}V}th John
Brown end his family there is a reason for every thing, and it is alwayg
the same reason. Strike into their lives any where, and you find the
game firm purpose-at bottom, and to the widest questioning the same
prompt answer COmes ringing back, — the very motto of the tomb-
stone — ¢ For adherence to the cause of freedom.” The same purpose,
nay, the selfsame project that sent John Brown to Harper's Ierry,
gent him to the Adirondack.
«« Twenty years ago, John Brown made up his mind that there was
an irrepressible conflict between Freaedom and Slavery, and that Im
that conflict he must take his share. lesaw ata glance, mMOTCOVET,
what the xest of us are only beginning to see, even NOW — that Slavery
must be met, first or last, on its own ground, The time has come to
te1l the whole truth now — that John Brown’s whole Kansas life was
the yesult of this self-imposed mission, not the cause of it. X.etus do
this man justice; he was not 2 vindictive guerilla, nor a maddened
Indian ; nor was he of so shallow a mature that it took the death of
n son to convince him that right was right, and wrong was wrong.
He had long before made up his mind to sacrifice every son he ever
had, if necessary, in fighting Slavery. If it was John Brown against
the world, no matter; for, as his friend Frederick Dounglass had truly
said, © In the right, one is g majority.” On this conviction, therefore,
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~he deliberately determined, twenty years ago this summer, that at
some future period he would organize an armed party, go into a Slave -

State, and liberate a large number of slaves. Soon after, surveying
professionally in the mountains of Virginia, he chose the very ground
for his purpose. Visiting Europe afterwards, he studied military
strategy for this purpose, even making designs (which I have seen)
for a new style of forest fortification, simple and ingenious, to be used

by parties of fugitive slaves when brought to bay. He knew the

ground, he knew his plans, he knew bimself ; but where should he fin
his men? He came to the Adirondack to look for them. |

““ Ten years ago, Gerritt Smith gave to a number of colored men
tracts of ground in the Adirondack Mountains. The emigrants wern
grossly defrauded by a cheating surveyor, who, being in advance of
his age, practically anticipated Judge Taney’s opinion, that black men
have no rights which white rmen are bound to respect. By his vil-
lany the colony was almost ruined in advance; nor did it ever recover
itself; though some of the best farms which I have seen in that region

are still in the hands of colored men, John Brown heard of this; he

himself was a surveyor, and he would have gone to the Adirondack,
or any where else, merely to right this wrong. But he had another
object ; he thought that among these men he should find coadjutors in
his cherished plan. IIe was not whelly wrong, and yet he afterwards
lcarned something more. Such men as he nceded are not to be found
ordinarily ; they must be reared. John Brown did not merely look
for men, therefore; he reared them in his sons. During long years of
waiting and postponement, he found others; but his sons and their
friends (the Thompsons) formed the nucleus of his force in 2ll his
enterprises. What services the females of his family may have ren-
dered, it is not yet time to tell ; but it is a satisfaction to think that he
was repaid for his early friendship to these New York colored men,
by some valuable aid from freed slaves and fugitive slaves at Harper's
Ferry ; especially from Dangerfield Newby, who, poor fellow! had a
slave wife and nine slave children to fight for, all within thirty miles
of that town.

““ To appreciate the character of the family, it is necessary to know
these things ; to understand that they have all been trained from child-
hood on this one principle, and for this one special project; taught to
believe in it as they believed in their God or their father. It has given
them a wider perspeetive than the Adirondacks. Vive years before,
when they first went to Xansas, the father and sons had a plan of
going to Louisiana, trying this same project, and then retreating into
Texas with the liberated slaves. Nurtured on it so long, for yecars
sacrificing to it all the other objects of life, the thought of its failure
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never crossed their minds j and it is an extraordinary fact that when

the disastrous news first came 10 North Elba, the family ntterly refused
to belicve it, and were saved from suffering Ly that incredulity till the

acrival of the next weekly mail.

A PAUSE AT THE THRESHOLD.

T had left the world outside, to raise the latch of this humble door
amid the mountains; and nOW My Den falters on the threshold, as my
steps did then. This house is a home of sacred sorrow. How shall
we enter it? Its inmates are bereft and ruined men and women, as the
world reckons; what can we say to them ? Do not shrink ; you are
nat near the world ; you are near John Brown’'s household. ¢In the
world ye shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer: they have
overcome the world/ - -

«« Tt had been my privilege to live in the best society all my life —
namely, that of abolitionists and fugitive slaves. I had seen the most
eminent persons of the age: several men on whose heads tens of thou-
cands of dollars had been set; & black woman, who, after escaping
from slavery herseli, had gone back secretly eight times into the jaws
of death to bring out persons whom she had never seen; and a white
man, who, after assisting away fugitives by the thousand, had. twice
been stripped of every dollar of his property in fines, and when
taunted by the Court, had mildly said, «Triend, if thee knows any
poor fugitive in need of a breakfast, send him to Thomas Garrett's
door”’ I had known these, and such as these; but I had not known
the Browns. Nothing short of knowing them can be called a liberal

education. Lord Byron could not help clinging to Shelley, because he
said he was the only person in whom he saw any thing like disinter-

estod bencvolence, He really believed that that man would give his life’

for another. Poor Byron! he might well have exchanged his wealth,
his peerage, and his genius for o brief training at North Elba.

¢ Let me pause a moment, and enumerate the members of the fam-
ily. John Brown was born in 1800, and his wife in 1816, though both
might have been supposed older than the ages thus indicated. He
has had in all twenty children — seven being the offspring of his first
“wife, thirteen of his second. Four of each race are living — eight in
all. The elder division of the surviving family are John and Jason,
both married, and Hving in Ohio; Owen, unmarried, who escaped from
Harper's Ferry, and Ruth, the wife of Henry Thompson, who lives
on an adjoining farm at North Elba, an intelligent and noble woman.
The younger division consists of Salmon, aged fwenty-three, who
resides with his voung wife in his mother’s house, and three unmar-
ried daughters, Anne, (sixtecn,) Sardh, (thirteen,) and Ellen, (five.)
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In the same house dwell also the widows of the two slain sons—
young girls, aged but sixteen and twenty. The latter is the sister of
Heary Thompson, and of the two Thompsons who were killed at
Harper's Ferry; they also lived in the same vicinity, and one of them
also has left a widow. Thus complicated and intertangled is this
genealogy of sorrow. . . -
““All these young men went deliberately from North Elba for no
other purpose than fo join in this enterprise. ¢They could not,’
they told their mother and their wives, ¢live for themselves alone;’
and so they went., One young wife, less submissive than the others,
prevailed on her husband to remain; and this is the only reason why

- Salmon Brown survives, Oliver Brown, the youngest son, only

twenty, wrote back to his wife from Harper's Ferry in a sort of pre-
n:'mnition of what was coming, ‘If X can do a single good action, my
life will not have been all a failure,’”

_ THE FAMILY OF JOHN BROWN.

* Having had the honor of Captain Brown's acquaintance for some
years, I was admitted into the confidence of the family, though I could
see them observing me somewhat suspiciously as I approached the
door. Every thing that was said of the absent father and hushand
bore testimony to the same simple, upright character. Though they
had been much separated from him for the last few years, they all felt 1t
fo be a necessary absence, and had not only no complaint to make, but
cordially approved it. Mrs. Brown had been always the sharer of his
plans. ¢ Her hushand always believed,’ she said, ‘that he was to be
an instrument in the hands of Providence, and she believed it too.
¢ This plan had occupied his thoughts and prayers for twenty years.’
¢« Many a night he had lain awake, and prayed concerning it.’ ¢ Even
now,” she did not doubt, ¢ he felt satisfied, because he thought it would
be overruled by Providence for the best. ¢For herself,” she said,
¢ she had always prayed that her husband misht be killed in fight
rather than fall alive into the hands of slaveholders; but she could
not regret it now, in view of the noble words of freedom which it had
been his privilege to utter.’ When, the next day, on the railway, I
was compelled to put into her hands the newspaper containing the
death warrant of her husband, I felt no fears of her exposing herself
to observation by any undue excitement. She read it, and then the
‘tall, strang woman bent her head for a few minutes on the seat before
us; then she raised it, and spoke calmly as before.

«] thought that I had learned the lesson once for all in Kanzas,
svhich no one ever learns from books of history alone, of the read-
iness with which danger and death fit into “he ordinary grooves of
daily life, so that on the day of a battle, for instance, all may go on as

Bait

FAS ME 3R . Oiroat Benct Kansas SR RO



COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
245 ME 0 RO - Grest Send, Kansas §V5H30

66 North Elba.

usual ; breakfast and dinner are provided, children caved for, m1:1‘ all
axternal existence has the same smoothnesy that one observes at }q}u'g-
ara, just above the American Tall; but it impresﬁled me anew c';n.,vtmt-:
ing this household at this time, I"Iere‘ wus o '1’111111:1}# out of which it‘nn
noble young men had, within a fortnight, been killed, . I BOY nciitllnleg
of o father under sentence of death, and n brother ﬂm?mg for his lfm‘
put only speak of those killed. Now that word iizz'lr.’ed'm nword which
one hardly eaves to mention in & mowrning 110115531}01& 0}1'010, even un@r
all mitigating circumstances, when sad unavailing kisses and tender
funeral rites have softened the last memoyies liow much loss here,
then, where it suggested not merely wounds, and terron, anel Lgonys
but alse coffinless praves in a hostile lond, and the last ignonuny of
the dissecting room., -
©wYot thore was not one of that family who could not pronounce
that awful word with perfeet quictness; never, of course, lightly, Dbut
always quictly, I'or instance, as T sat that cvening, with the women
busily sewing avound me, preparing the mother for hoer Huﬂdc.n {_1{!-
parture with me on the morrow, some tlngugrrw.at‘.yp-:m wOTo brought
ount to show me, and some one seid, ¢ Lhiy s Oliver, one of those who
were killed ot IXarper’s Ferry, T glaneed up sidelong nlz ‘tluz young,
fair-haired girl, who sot neax me by the little table—n wite at {ifteen,
« widow nt sixteen s and this was her husband, arnel he was RIGLED,
As the words were spoken in her hearing, not o mufmlu_ c;lui,vuru.ﬂ, an,
hor Hnger did not tremble as she drew tho thread,  Tor her _11{'13 haul
become too real to leave room for wineing ot moere words, !:5]‘11: il
lived through, heyond the word, to the storner fact, and luwzmg. t.‘-{"ll'l-
fronted that, language was an empty shelll To the Browns, killing
means simply dying — nothing more; one gate into heaven, nnd thot
one o pood deal frequented by their family 3 that is all,

G here was no hardness about all this, no mere stoicism ol will
only God had inured them to the realitios of things.  They were not
supported by any notions of worldly honor or l’.t]‘q“flitqur, nor by tl}ltt
ohilly reflection of it, the hope of future fame. In conversing with
the different members of this family, I cannot recall o ningle instanee of
anyv heroles of that deseription.  There, in that seeluded home among
tlu; mountuing, what have they to do with the world’s opiuion, even
now, still less next contury ? Vou remember Cuarlyle and his Freneh-
man, to whom he was endeavoring to expound the Seottish Covenants
ers. +'Ihese poor, perseeuted people,’ said Carlyle, — tthey made
their appeals ¢Yes,' interruptud the Frenclman, ¢ they appealed
‘to posterity, no doubt.) ¢Not a bit of ity quuthj Ciarlyle; ¢ they

* appealed to the Bternal God !’ So with these whom I visited, T was
‘he first person who had ponectrated their solitude from the outer
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world since the thunderbolt had fallen. Do not imagine that they
asled, What is the world saying of s} Wil justice be done to the
memory of our martyrs? YW1l men build the tombs of the prophets ?
Will the great thinkers of the age aflirm that our father ‘makes the
gallows glorious, like the cross’? * Not at all; they asked but one
question after I had told them how little hope there was of acquittal
03' reseuc, Does ¢ seem as of freedom wore to gein or Jose by this?
Lhat was all,  Their mother spoke the spirit of them all to me, next
day, when she snid, ¢T have had thirteen children, and only four are
left ; but if T am to sce the ruin of my house, I cannot but hope that
Providence may bring out of it some benofit to the poor slaves.’

o Noj this family work for a higher price than fame, You know
1t 1s snid that in all Wellington’s despatehes you never meet with the
word Glory; it is always Dury, In Napoleon’s you never meet with
the word Duty; it is always Glory., The race of John Brown is of
the Wellington. type. Principle is the word I brought away with me
as most {amiliar in their vocabulary, That is their standard of classi-
fication, A man may be brave, ardent, generous ; no matter — if he ig
not all this from principle, it is nothing, The daughters, who knew
all the Iarper’s Ferry men, had no confidence in Cook, because ¢le
was not o man of principle.’ They would trust Stevens round the
world, beeause ¢he was & man of principle.’ ¢ Ife tries the hardest to

be good,” said Annie Brown, in her simple way, ¢ of any man I ever
s’

“It is pleasant to add that this same brave-hearted girl, who had
known most of her father's associates, recognized them a2l hut Cook
as being 'men of principle, ¢TPeople are swrprised,’ she said, ‘at
{ather’s daring to invade Virginia with only twenty-three men; butl
think if they know what sort of men they were, there would be loss
surprise, I never saw such men.’ + | N o -

‘“ And it.plenses me {o remember that since this visit, on the day of
exceution, while our Worcester bells were tolling their melancholy
refrain, I took from the post office a letter from this same young girl,
expressing pity and sorrow for the reercant Cook, and uttering the
hopo that allowances might be made for his conduect, ¢though she
could not justify it Amnd on the same day I read that infuriated let-
ter of Mrs, Mahala Doyle—a letter which common charity bids us

“ It was Ilmorson who uttored this truth of John Brown’s death. J. R.

1 16 wag go In Kansas. “I nover saw such men * outside of Jghn Brown’s camp 08
I saw when {n i, Whon the old hero was Inst in Boston, I said of Cook s * ITe is brays,
gonorous, but too talkative, and without diseretion; he has no moral foundation for his
bravery”  # You'vo hit the nail, oxnetly, sir,”” he gaid.  “That's just my opinion of
hhn” J, R. o - |
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__ " trr:asure.' It was a2 morocco case, enclosing a small Bible; and in the
; beginning, written in the plain, legible hand I knew so well, the fol-

X . ermg
Euppost & forgery, utt

against whom, by her own chowing, there is not one particle of ev-
aainst whom,

i : Jentify him with her WIOnNgs: Nothing impressed me more 4 lowing inscription, which would alone (in its touching simplicity)
id@ncﬁa t{?_} - ty];l Brown family, and in subsequent correspondence % - have been worthy the pilgrimage to North Elba to sce.
m my v E . ihe utter absence of the slightest vindictive spirit, 2 - - -
with them, in - ¢ ¢ This Bible, presented to my dearly beloved daughter Ellen Brown,
even in words. - |

JOHN BROWN ADONG HIS CHILDREN.

is not intended for common use, but to be carefully preserved Sor her

e Aa and dy ler, in remembrance of her father, (of whose care and atten-
. i ther as a person of absolute rectitude, LD |
« The children spoke of thelr fa .

iling for esicht, and inexhaustible activity. 1 tions she was deprived in her infancy,) he being absent in the Territory
] 55, unfal o i ag fy i
gmightigﬂ‘nkgui;liis t!n ‘ho farm, EVETy MOMERt Was Use a; he was ‘up of Kansas from the summer of 1855
n his flyi m

at three, A. M., secing to every thing himself,” providing 'ﬁ}r :\;;ri
thing, and giving heed to the minfltest. points. I-t was evi er}l1 il_d'ah
somz of the older ones had stood 2 little m. awe of him in the1;r c Y 1;
years. ¢ We boys felt a little pleased sumetlmes,, afterTaH,| isj.l \1; e
gon, ¢ when fathor left the farm for a few days.’ ¢‘We gur J ﬂevfr
did,” said the married daughter, IGPTGﬁCthH}_’s the tears E}IS]JTH’ j-" .
her eves. fWell, said the brather,' I“DPEH'C%HE: ‘1?'3 were o “Rl}.s
glad to see the old man come back aia;iil for if we did get more holi-
-5 in hi e always misse ;!

daisTlﬁgzés ;lil;ﬁ; ::zints of _character m him, which will of course
make him the favorite hero of all -@er}cm romance hereafter, _z:iri
nowhere appreciated more fully than in his own family. In thia mids
of sll their sorrow, their strong and healthy hearts could enjoy the

¢ ¢ May the Holy Spirit of God incline your heart, in earlicst child-
fwod, ¢to receive the truth in the love of it,”” and to form your
thoughts, woxrds, and actions by its wise and holy precepts, is my dest
wish and most earnest prayer to Him in whose care I leave you.

Amen, From your affectionate father,

““+April 2, 1857. . JOoEN Browx.’

«This is dated two years ago ; but the principles which dictated it
were permanent. Almost on the eve of his last battle, October 1,
1869, he wrote home to his daughter Anne, in a letter which I saw,
* Anne, I want you first of all to become a sincere, humble, and con-
sistent Christian ~~and then [this is characteristic] to acquire good
and efficient business habits. Save this, to remember your father by,

record of his conversations with the Virginians, and applaud the keen, | ;j.' i Anne. God Almighty bless and save you all.” "’
wise, simple answers which I read to them{ selt}efting hi‘r;h ﬂndf th;l;e ‘_ | JOHEN BROWN’S ORTHODOXY.
| ried with me. When, Tor 1n- T | : : gt s -
from the ample ﬁl? of Pewg:;;q;; rsoi ca;r;it Exllcler the ausﬁice; of the : “John Brown is almost the only radical abolitionist I have ever
starfce, I If-"f:}fl til'l‘ }nqil‘f‘j': 3 tilﬁ yanmfer ‘No. sir: I went out under k:n:own who was not more or less radical in religious matters also.
Emigrant Aid Society .Ban ' thros v;ices ,eagerly burst in with, - His theology was Puritan, like his practice; and accustomed as we
the auspices of ?111,}:] : oW > And when it was related that the o now are to see Puritan doctrines and Puritan virtues separately exhib-
«That’s true,” and *That's so. ’ ¢ ' \ - - - - : : _
Th;rraVir trh;ia volunteer taxed him with want of military for esight in : 1ted., it seems qmtc.e stz:ange to behold them.con-abmed In one person
youns virs o to comauer Virginia, and the veteran mper- - again, He and his wife were regular comrunicants of the Presby-
bringing -snfsmall(.ln %J arty to conq that ;r ob'e:bly their views on mili- S | terian church; but it tried his soul to see the juvenile clerical gen-
turbably informed the young man ‘ | o : : e
ur : Ytt woald m};.teriall}f differ. there was o general delighted -_.i tlemen who came m?n the pulpits up that way, :mc_i dared to call
ta;lr} it fersTh ¢ ds 3 st ke fat:ner’ And his sublimer expres- - themselves Presbyterians— preachers of the gospel with all the hard
chorus of, *That sounds ju k . ; C , : ~d Tived i Tha. his wi
: ¢ taith and self-devotion produced no excitement or surprise i ap'phcatmns' left out. Since they 11'16} Liv ec} in North Elba, _hls wife
L0113 ﬂth o thev knave i advance all which we now know of i said but twice had the slave been mentioned in the Sunday services, and
amung them — sinee they k - - : _ : .
him _ and these things yonly elicited, at times, a half-stifled sigh as - } | Elﬁ? had %: cat d]c;aubtsflaboii th]i PEDP?E‘;Y 0: ti}}ling gar;um .51.1511]“ or
thev reflected that they might never hear that beloved voice again. ship as that. Dut when the head ol ihe amiy made s visits home
‘}Ra;f- reﬁces to their fa?her wore constant. This book he brought o from Kansas, ze commonly held a Sunday meeting in the little ehulrch,
 INEICTL : v L . : : v ¥ ' .
them ; the one sitting room had heen plastered with the last money he e o | ;1;61:1;131& 2:?";.328;) t t{;lllln‘Br own,” and the Lord heard ths; R
gent; that desk, that gun, were his; this was his daguerreotype ; and L pretly y ‘

. g “In speaki g inions, Mrs. Brown mentioned two
at last the rosy little Ellen brought me, with reverend hands, her prims In speaking of religious opinions, Mrs on
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70 North Elba.

preachers whose sermens her sons liked to read, and ¢ whoso anti.
alavery principles she enjoyed, though she could not agree with all
their doctrines.!  She scemed to regard their positions as easentinlly
the same. I need not say who the two are — the thunders of Brool
lyn and of Boston acquire mueh the same sound asg they roll up among
the echoes of the Adivondacks.”

POLITICS.

«In respeet to polities, Mry, Brown told me that her husband had
taken little interest inthem since the eleetion of Juckson, beeause lo
thought that polities mexely Sollowed the condition of public sentiment
on the slavery question, and that this publie gentiment wos mainly
created by actual collisions between slavery and freedom. Such, at
least, was the view which I was led to attribute to him, by combining
this fuet which she mentioned with my own personul knowledge of
his opinions, IIe had an almost exaggernted aversion to words and
speeches, and a profound conviction of the importunce of bringing all
questions to a dircet issue, and subjecting every theory to the test of
practical application.”

THE CILARGE O INBANITY,

«T did not, of course, insult Mrs, Brown by any reforeneo to that
most shallow charge of insanity ngainst her husband, which somuo even
of his frionds have, with what scems most ernel kindness, encouragad,
— thereby doing their best to degrade one of the age’s prime herocs
into o mere monomaniae, — but it may be well to record that sho
spoke of it with surprise, and snick that if her husband were insane, ho
had been consistent in his insanity from the first moment she kuew
him."”

PECUNIARY CONDITION OI' TIE FAMILY.

(Now that all is over, and we appear to have decided, for the present,
not to employ any carnul weapons, such o8 steel or iron, for the resenc
of Jolin Brown, but only to use the safer metals of gold and silver for
the aid of his family, it may be natuval for those who readd this norra-
tive to ask, What is the pecuniary condition of this houschold? It i3
hard to snswer, because the whole standard is different, as to sueh
matters, in North Elba and in Massachusetts, 'Lhe ordinury condition
of the Brown family may be stated as follows: ‘They own the furm,
such ns it is, without incumbrance, except so far s unfelled forest
constitutes one. ‘They have ordinarily enough to eat of what the furm
yiclds, namely, bread and potatoes, povk and mutton —-not ay greet
abundance of these, but ordinarily enough, They have ordinarily
enough to wear, at least of woollen clothing, spun by themselves,
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And they have no money. When I say this I do not merely mean
that they have no superfluous cash to go shopping with, but I mean
almost literally that they have none.  Ifor nearly a whole winter, Mra,
Brown said, they had no money swith which to pay postage, except o
dny treasury which the younger pirls had earned for that cxpress
objeet, during the previouns summer, by picking berries for a neighbor
three miles off, - | -
(+'I'he reason of these privations simply was, that it cost money to live
in Koansas in ¢adherence to the couse of freedom,’ (see the tombstone
inseription again,) but not so much to live at North Llba; and there-
fore the women must stint themsclves that the men might continue
their Kansas work, Dut when the father came upon his visits, he
never came empty-handed, but brought a little money, some plain
household stores, flour, sugax, xice, salt fish; tea and coffee they do
not use. But what their standand of expense is may be seen from
the fact that Mrs. Brown seemed to speak as if her youngest widowed
daughter were not totally and absolutely destitute, because her hus-
band liad left o property of five sheep, which would belong to her,
These sheep, I found on inquiry, were worth, at that place and season,
two dollaxs apiece : a child of sixteen, left a widow in the world, with an
estate omounting to ten dollars! The immediate financial anxieties of
Mre. Brown herself scemed chiefly to relate to a certain formidable tax
bill, due at New Year's time; if they could only weather that, all was
clenr for the immediate future. How much was it, I asked, rather sur-
prised that that wild country should produce a high rate of taxation,
Tt was from eight to ten dollars, she gravely said; and she had put by
ten. dollaxs for the purpose, but had had ocension to lend most of it to &
poor black woman, with no great hope of repayment. And one of the
first things done by her husband, on recovering his money in Virginia,

was to send her, through me, fiftcen dollars, to make sure of that

tax Dhill, | L

i« T seo, on looking back, how bare and inexpressive this hasty narra-
tive is: but I could not bear to suffer such a privilege as this visit to
pass away unrecorded. I spent but one night at the house, and drove
away with Mrs, Brown, in the carly frosty morning, from that breezy
mountain home, which her husband loved (as one of them told me)
t heeause he seemed to think there was something romantic in that
kind of scenery.” There was, indeed, always a sort of thrill in John
Brown's voice when he spoke of mountains, I never shall forget the
quiet way in which he once told me that ¢God had established the
Alleghany Mountains from the foundation of the world that they
might one day be & refuge for fugitive slaves.’ I did not then know
¢hat bis own home was among the Adirondacks.

L]
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S Just before we went, I romember, I said something ox cither to
Salmon Brown about the snerifices of their family ; and he looked up

in o quict, manly way, which T shall never forget, and said briefly, «X

sometimes think that is what we same into the world for—to make
sacrifices.”  And I know that the mumuring echo of those words
went with me all that day, as we came down from the mountuins, and
out through the iron gorge; and it scemed to me that any one must he
very unworthy the society which I had been permitted to enter who
did not come forth from it o wiscr and o better man.”

rom the family we learn that:

“In 1861 Jobm Irown aud his {family retwrned to Akron, Ohio,
where he moaneged Mr, Levking's farm, and corried on the wool busi-
ness. In 1865, on starting for Kansas, he again moved his house-
}:old to Noxth Jilba, whert they still reside, and where his body lics

uried,”

At tho Agricultural Infr of Braox County, fin 1850, n prent konsation was vrentorl hy
tho unlooked-for wppenranes on tw grounds of o eautiful hovd of Devon eatilo, Thoy
wore thoe flest that had boon exhibited ab tho county fustival, amid every ono was gur-
prised and dolighted afi tho fmeldent, Mho inquiry was undversal, Whose aro thoss
eattlo, and from whonco do thoy como? I'ho swrprise and oxillemont sworo ot dimlne
ishoed when 16 was undorstood that o cortaln John Brown was the owner, and that hio
resided In Lo town of North e, The report of tho rocloty Lo that yotr eonlning the
following reference to that evont: “Who apponvanes upon the prounds of a nwmber
of vary choleo and beautiful Dovons, from tho herd of My, Juhin Drow, vesiding In ono
of our most remote and soclndod towns, nttracted great attention, snd added mael to
tho intorost of the fide,  Tho Intorest and admivation thoy exefted bave ol (raetod publlo
nttontion Lo tho subjoct, and have alveady vesultod in s Infeaduetion of suversl choleo
anlmalg into this roglon. Wo lhavo no doubt that (his Inflwenceo upon  the chnepetor
of (he stocl of onr county will be pevmanont and declsive,”  (Linug, 1800, Divsn 1H0,)

Lho writor of this articlo soon after opened o correspondenca with Brown fu relallon
to theso cattlo. IIls roply is now bofore me. Tho Tobter s writben In slvoeng nd
vigorous hand, and by its orthography, necuraio punctuantion, and enrefu) arrangouent
of paragraphs, ovinces far moro than ordinnry tasto and geholarliip, T eonnider I
remarkablo, not only for the force and proelalon of tho laugnago, for o businms ll;!,ll*l'.
and for tho distinctnoess of its statomonts, hut equally for s sound sonso sl lonesty
of reprosontation. X think I am nok wrong in the Iprassion Lhat an oxbraet will
Inforest your readors, as fllusteating (ho formor habltg and puraults of n wnn whe has
Improssed an §ll-omoned eplsode npon our nationnl history,

“ Your fuvor of tho 30th of Saptember camo on geasonably 5 but i was Qg my
abseuco In Ohio, so that T could not reply gooner. In tho fhst place, nonn of ny
cattlo are pure Dovous, Lut aro o mixture of that and o portienlnre foverito stock I'ruu;:
Connecticut, n crosg of which T muel prefor to any purs English enttls wltor imany
yoars' oxporionce of differont broeds of imported enttle, ® & w 7 Wity mm-n;l
months in England lnst season, and saw no ono stock on airy farme Lt wonld aviasign

better than my own, und would Ul to have you 8 ogel '
| 0o thom all togetlior) e Correspune
denco of tha New York Obsorver, "

T e T T s
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