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FPVIIE sun rose clear and bright on the 2d of Decew-

ber. A haze, that presently veiled it, soon disap-
poared ; and cre the hour appointed for the hero’s
death, not n cloud was to be seen in the etheroal ex-
panse. The temperature was so excocedingly genial,
that, until Iate in the afternoon, the windows of all
the liwwuses were open.

TIE SCAFFOLD,

On the provious evening, the timber for the seaffold
had been removed from ¢ tho enclosure of the now
Baptist chureh,” to o ficld about hall a mile distant
from the jail, which had boen fixed on by the General
in command, and marked out with white flags on short
stakes, to indicate the position the soveral scntries
should oceupy. Afb seven o'clock the earpenters began
the work of eracting the scaffold. When finished, it was
about six foet high, twelve wide, and fifteen or eigh-
teon in Tength. A band rail extended around three
sides and down the flight of steps. On the other side,

stout uprights, with a cross beam, which was supported

Dy strong braces. In the centre of the eross beam was
an iron look, from which the rope was suspended.
Tho trap bencath was arvanged to swing on hinges,

attached to tho platform so slightly as to break from
- (393)
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394- The Victory over Death.

it when tho cord was cut that upheld the trap. Tho
cord, knotted at the end, passed through a hole . the
trap, through anothor hole in the cross beam, over the
corner, and down the upright, to a hook ncar the
ground, to which it was tied, Thus, the weight of o

man. being placed on it, when the cord near tho hook:

was cut, the trap would full at once.
THIE MILITARY PARADE,

At oight o’clocke the troops hegan to arrive; and at
nine the fivst company took position. ITorsemen clothod
in scarlet jackets were posted around the field at (ifty
feet apart, and a double line of sentrics was stationed
farther 1. As cach company arvived, it took its allotted
position.  Tho following diagram will explain the posi-
tion of the military forces:
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commanid of Lieut, Greon of tho United 8tatoy Mariness I, Woods seourod Ly the

Woodixs Rifles, to have tho first brush ab tho onemy, if appronching from Iarpor's

Forry ; MMM, Pickets of the Pauequier Cavalry; N NN, wo lines of SBontries; Q
Petersburg Grays as Body Guavd ta prisonoer in wn’gﬂn. , T
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The first companies of infantry and cavalry having
takon their position, the artillery then arrived, with o
huge brass cannon, which was so placed and pointed
that, in tho event of an attempted rescue, the prisoner
might be Dlown into shreds by the heavy charge of
grape shot that lay hidden in it  Other cannon wero
stutioned, with equal cave, to sweep thoe jail and overy
approach to it.  Irom eight o’clock till ten, the mili-
tary were in constant motion, The extent of these
procautions may be inferred {rom the fact that lines
of pickets and patrols encircled the field of death for
{ifteon miles, and that over five hundred troops were
posted about the scaffold. Nearly three thousand
militia soldiors wero on tho ground. There were not
more than four hundred ¢itizens present ; for the foars
of a sorvile insurrcction, or an anti-slavery invasion,
had kept them at home to wateh the movements of

their slaves.
IN JAIL.

John Brown rose at daybreak, resumed his corre-
spondence with undiminished ehergy, and continued to
writo till half past ten o’clock, when the Sheriff, Jailer,

and assistants entored, and told him that he must pre-

pare to die. |
o Shoriff bade him farewell in his cell.  The old
man quictly thanked him for his kindness, and spoke
of Captain Avis, his jailer, as a brave man. IHe was
thon lod to the cell of Copeland and Green. This
intorview is thus reported : . |
¢ Tle told them to stand up like men, and not betray their friends,

e then handed them a quarter of n dollar cach, saying he had no
more use for money, and bade them adieu. Ie then visited Cook and
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Coppoc, who were chained together, and remarked to Cook: ¢ You
bave made fulse statements,'

¢ Cook nsked: ¢¥What do you mean ?’

“ Brown answered: ¢ Why, by stating that I sent you to Ilarper's
Ferry,'

““ Gook replied: ¢ Did you not tell me in Pittsburg to come to Ilar-
per's Ferry and sce if Forbes had made any disclosures

“Brown: ¢No, sir; you knew I protested against your coming.’

“Coolexeplied : ¢« Captain Brown, we remember differently,’ at the
same time dropping his head, |

“Brown then turned to Coppic and snid: ¢ Coppoe, you also mada
false statements, but I am glad to hear you have contradicted them,
Stand up like n man.’ e also handed him n quarter. e shook both
by the hand, and they parted.

“The -prisoncr was then taken to Stevens's cell, and they kindly
interchanged greetings,
“Stggpns: *Good by, Captaing I know you are going to a Letter
land,” - |
- “DBrown replied: ¢TI know I am,” Brown told him to bear up,
and not betray his friends, giving him o quarter,

“ Ie did not visit Iozlett, as he has always persisted in denying
any knowledge of him.”

How touchingly mauly, and yet what childlike simn-
plicity ! ti‘ﬁf.;['knowl am *’ — ¢ hie gave them a quartor,”’
are both cqually characteristic of the man.

- A TRIUMPHAL MARCH.

At eloven o’clock, Jolm Brown camoe out of jail,
An eyo witness said of his appearance at this solemn
momcnt*:ﬁ”He seemed to walk out of the Gatos of
Fame ; his countenance was radiant ; he walked with
the step of a conqueror.”” Another spectator — overy

one, in truth, who saw the old man — corroborated

this report: On leaving the jail, ho wrote, John Brown
had on his face an'expression of calmnoss and seronity
characteristic of the patriot who is about to die, with a
living consciousness that he is laying down his life for
the good of his follow-creatures. Iis face was even
joyous, and a forgiving smile rested upon his lips,

L .x.'_-:...- ) .
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His wag the lightest heart, among friond or foe, in the
whole of Charlestown that day ; and not a word was
spoken that was not an intuitive appreciation of his
manly courage.  Iirmly, with clastic step, he moved
forward. No flinching of a coward’s heart there. ITe
stood in the midst of that organized mob, from whose
despotic hearts polty tyranny scomed for the nonce
climinated by the admiration they had on onee hehold-

,ANg A MAN ;S for John Brown was therg every inch a man,-

As ho stopped out of the door, a black woman, with a
little ¢hild in her arms, stood near his way. The twain
were of the despised raco for whose cmaneipation and

clovation to the dignity of childron of Grod ho wag

ahout to lay down his lifo. IIis thoughts at that
moment none can know oxeept as his acts interpret
them.  Ilo stopped for & moment in his course, stoopad
over, and with the tenderness of one whose love 1S a8
broad as the hrotherhood of man, kissed it affoctionately,
Lhat mother will be proud of that mark of distinction
for her offspring ; and somo day, whon over the ashes
of John Brown the temple of Virginia liberty is rearod s
she may join in tho joyful song of praiso which on that
soll will do justics to his memory., As Lo passed along,
o black womdn with a child in hér arms, cjaculated, -
“God bless you, old man; I wish I could help you,

but I eannot.”  Ile heard her, and, as he looked at

her, o toar stood in his oye.

Tho vehicle which was to convey John Brown to the
seaflold was a furniture wagon.  On the front seat was
the driver, o man named Mawks,* said to be a native

" Roador, §s not this symbolical?  Think and say und act aceordingly.
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of Massachusetts, but for many years a resident of Vir-
ginia, and by his side was seated Mr. Saddler, the
undertaker. In the box was placed tho coflin, made of
black walnut, enclosed in a poplar box with a flat 1id,
in which coffin. and remains were to be transported to
the North, John Brown mounted tho wagon, and took
his place in the seat with Captain Avis, the jailer, whoso
admiration of his prisonecr is of the profoundest nature.
Mr, Saddler, too, was one of John Brown’s stanchest
frioends in his confinement, and pays a noble tribute to
his manly qualitics.

I{e mounted the wagon with perfect calmmness, I
was immediatoly surrounded with cavalry., This mil-
itary escort of tho warrior of the Lord to the scone of
his last carthly vietory, consisted of Captain Scott’s
company of cavalry, one company of Mujor Loring’s
battalion of defensibles, Captain Williams’s Mountpelicr
Guard, Captain Scott’s Petersburg Greys, Company DD,
Captain Miller, of the Virginia Volunteers, and the
Young Guard, Captain Rady ; the whole undoer the com-
mand of Colonel T\ P. August, assisted by Major Loring
— the cavalry at the head and rear of the column.

The wagon was drawn by two white horses. I'rom
the fime of leaving jail until he mounted the gallows
stairs, he wore a smile upon his countenance, and his
keen eye took in every detail of the seeno. 'I'here was
no blenching, nor the remotest approach to cowardice
nor nervousness. As he was leaving jail, when asked
if hie thought he could endure his fate, he said, “ 1 can
endure alinost any thing but parting {rom friends ; that

is very hard.” On the road to the scaffold, ho said, in
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reply to an inquiry, It has Dbeen a characteristic of
me, from infancy, not to suffer from physical fear. T
have suffered a thousand times more from bashfulness
than {rom fear.”

“T1 was very near the old man,” writes an eyo wit-
ness, “and serutinized him closely. Ile secemed to
take in the whole scono at o glance; and he straight-
ened himsell up proudly, as if to sct to the soldicrs an
example of o soldicr’s courage. The only motion he
made, beyond a swaying to and fro of his body, was
that same patting of his knees with his hands that we
noticod throughout his {rial and while in jail. As he
came upon an eminence near the gallows, ho cast his
cye over the beautiful landscape, and followed the
windings of the Blue Ridge Mountains in the distance.
ITe looked up carnestly at the sun, and sky, and all
about, and then remorked, ¢This is a beautiful coun-
try. I have not cast my cyes over it heforo — that 1s,
while passing through the field.” ”’

“Yos,” was the sad reply of the brave O'Lptam Avis,

‘“ You are a gamo man, Captain Brown,” said Mr.
Saddler. |

€ Yes,” he said, 1 was so trained up; it was one of
tho lossons of my mother; but it is hard to part from.

friends, though newly made.”

¢ You are more cheerful than I am, Captain Brown,”

responded Mr, Saddler,

¢“Yes,” said the hero, “ T ought to be.”
P13 FIELD OF DEATH.,
By this time, the wagon had reached the field of
death —the warrior’s last battle ground. It is thus
deseribed :

COUNTY COMIMUNITY COLLEGE
A% R RO RO - DGreat SBernch Kansgs 755



C{}UNTY CDMMUNiTY C{JLLEGE
AT ME 303 RD - Great Send, Kansas G7%30

400 The Victory over Death.

¢« The field -contained about forty acres, I should say, part of it in
corn stubble, but the greater part in grass. The surface is undulating,
and a broad hillock near the public road was scleeted as the site for
the gallows, beeause it would afford the distant spectators o fuir view,
and place the prisoner so high that if compelled to five upon him,
the soldicrs need not shoot each other or the civiliana, The ficld way
bounded on the south by the road, on the north by a pretty bit of
woodland, and on the remaining two sides by enclosed ficlds,”

The sun shone with great splendor as the condemned
hero’s escort came up, and afar off could be scen the
bright gleaming muskets and bayonets of his body
onard, hedging him in, in close ranks, all about. On
the field the several companies glittered with the same
sparkle of guns and trappings; and the gay colors of
their uniforms, made more intense in the glare, came
out into strong relicf, with the dead tints of sod and
woods. Away off to the cast and south, tho splendid
mass of the Blue Ridge loomed against tho sky and
shut in the horizon. Over the woods towards the north-
east, long, thin stripes of cloud had gradually accumu-

lated, and forecboded the storm that camo in duo time;

while, looking towards the south, the cye took in an
undulating fertile country, stretching out to the dis-
tant mountains. All nature scomed at peaco, and tho
shadow of the approaching solemnity scemed to have
‘been cast ovor the soldiers, for there was not a sound to
be heard as the column came slowly up the road. There
was no band of musicians to heighten the effoct of the
scene by playing the march of the dead, but with
solemn tread the heavy footfalls came ag of those of one
man. Thus they passed to their station to the easterly
side of the scaffold. o

As the procession entered the field, the old- hero, as

. T .
i B I T Ty St BT -
. B . e . L Lrammiaaes - e
A . - - e } 2 .
. =

i A R A e e e T T

[T N —

The Victory over Death, 401

if swrprised ab the absence of the people, remarked:
7 see no citizens here — whore ave they 27
“Mhe citizens are not allowed to be present ~—none
but the troops,” was the reply. |
« Mhat ought not to he,” said the old man s ¢ eitizens
should be allowed to he present as well as ol,hers:.
TII MARTYR CROWNED,
- The wagon halted. Tho troops composing the escort
took up their assigned position ; but the DPetersburg
Greys, as the immediate body guard, remained as
hefore, closely hemming the old hero in——as if still as
afraid of his sword of Gideon, as the State had proved
itself to bo of his sword of the Lord, by prevonting tho
people {rom Jistening to his last words. They finally
opencd ranks to let him pass out; whon, with the
assistance of two mon, he descended from the wagon.
My. TLunter and Mayor Green were standing near by.
« Centlomen, good by,” the old man said in an, unful-
tering tono; and then, with firm step and crcet form,
e calmly walked past jailers, shoriff, and officers, and
mounted the scaffold steps.  [Ie was the first man that
stood on it. As he quictly awaited the nccessary
arrangements, he surveycd the scenery unmoved, look-
ing prineipally in the direction of the people in the far
distance. “There is no faltering in his step,” wrote
one who saw him, “but firmly and crect he stands
amid the almost breathless lines of soldiery that sur-
round him, With a graceful motion of his pinioned
right arm he takes the slouched hat from his head and
carelessly casts it upon the platform by his side.”  “1
know,” said ayother witness, ¢ that every one within
f;,_l i
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viow wag greatly impressed with the dignity of his
bfmring. L have sines heard men of the Soulh say that
his sourageous fortitude and msensibility to foar ﬂlIed
them with amazemoent.?

Tho .._11011_:5 had now come.  The officer approached
him.  To Captain Avis ho said: « | havo no. \fdfd% to
t]lzm‘lc you for all your kindness to me,” |
| .L}-l’ia clhows and ankles are pinioned, the whito cay)
I8 drawn over his cyes, the hangman’s rope is ad justed
le‘tf)l.lllﬂ s neck,  John Brown is ready to be 11élmred
nto tho land of the hereafter,

“Cuplain Brown,” said the Sherilf, “you are not
atanﬂing on the drop.  Will you como forward ¢ »

“ I ean’t seo, goentlemen,” was the old man
unfulteringly spokon, ¢ you must Jead mo,”’

Lho Sheriff led lis prisoncr forward to tho contro of
tho drop, |

“Shall T give you o handkercehiof,” askod the SheriF
“and let you drop it as g signal 772 |

(N e T - :
No; I am ready af any timo; hut do not keep me
needlessly waiting,”

’s answer,

| ’l:‘hig-: wag the last of Johin Brown’s requests of Vip-
ginia; and this, like all the others, was rofused, Wlen
Lo pleadod for delay during the progress of his trinl
_thg Stato rofused 1, and hurriod him to Lis (,'Iomn}' m'id’
;'1ojr, Wwhen he agked, standing on the gallows lglind-
f()ldf}d,.a:lld with the ropo that was to sbrungic him
m'*omid 1‘1‘13. neck, for no unnecossary delay, the dmﬁm
;lgaitsjpu‘it :Jf Sla‘véry syg_zlii_11‘ tm*nmfl a deaf car to his
qi « Instead of permitting the execution to he at
- Oee conswmmated, the procoediy, 88 woroe checkod by the
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martiasl omder —*“Not ready yet;” and thoe hideous
mockery of & vast military display began.  For ten
minutes ab least, under the ordors of the commanding
officer, tho troops trod henvily over the ground, hithor
and thither, now advancing towards the gallows, now
turning about in sham deftanco of an imaginary enemy.

Fach moment to overy humano man secemed an
hour, and somo of tho people, unable to restrain an
oxpression of their sonse of thoe outrage, murmured —
Shame I Shame !

AL last the order was given, and the rope was severed
with & hatehot,  As tho trap foll, its hinges gave a wail-
ing sort of sercalk, that could bo heard at every point
own tho fields.* o

John Brown is slowly strangling — for the shortness
of tho rope prevents a speedy death, '

“There was but one spasmodic cffort of the hands:
to cluteh af the neck, but for nearly five minutoes the
limbs jorked and quivered. Ile secemeod to retain an
extraordinary hold upon life.  One who has seen num-
bors of men hung before, told me he had never seen
so hard a stroggle.  After the body had dangled in mid
air for twonty minutes, it was examined by the surgcons
for signs of life. Tirst the Charlestown physicians
wont up and made their examination, and after them
tho military surgeons, the prisoner being exccuted by
the civil power, and with wmilitary assistance as well.
To sco them lifting up the arms, now powerless, that

¥ % ag this symbnlie,” asks an ablo weiter, #of tho wail of ;‘;n-iul‘ thﬁt went up ab
{lie mument from thousands of friends o the ecande of smancipation throughout tha

lond?  In the dond stilluess of the hoge 3t went to my heart like the wail for the
dopaartdd that may bo hewrd In some highland glen” |
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once were so strong, and placing their ears to the breast
of the corpse, holding it steady by passing an arm
around it, was revolting in the extreme. And so the
body dangled and swung by its neck, turning to this
side or that when moved by the surgeons, and swinging
pendulum like, from the force of the south wind that
was blowing, until, after thirty-eight minutes from the
time of swinging off, it was ordered to be cut down,
the authorities being quite satisfied that their dreaded
encmy was dead. The body was lifted upon the scal-
fold, and fell into a heap. It was then put into the
black walnut coffin, the body guard closed in about the
wagon, the cavalry led the van, and the mournful pro-
cession moved off.”

There was another procession at that moment— un-
seen by the Virginians: a procession of earth’s holiest
martyrs before the Throne of God: and from among
them came a voice, which said :

“ Come, yo blessed of my ffather, mnherit the king-
dom prepared for you from the foundations ol the
world. . . . Inasmuch as yohave done it unto one of the
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”

- The soul of John Brown stood at the right hand of
the Eternal. Ie had fought the good fight, and now
wore the crown of victory.

In the prison of Charlestown a plaintive wail was
heard. Sustained by no religious convictions, one
prisoner was in great agony of mind, The scaffold

~ {rom which the stainless soul of John Brown leaped from
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earth into the bosom of the God of the oppressed, was
only half a mile behind the jail in which his body had

been confined.  “Xrom the windows of his ccll Cook

had an unobstructed view of the whole proccedings.
e watched his old Captain until the trap fell and his
body swung into mid air, when ho furned away and
oave vent to his feelings.””

Foa———

With his sword and his voice John Drown had de-
monstrated the unutterable villany of slavery. His
corpso was destined to continue the lesson. The sur-
goons pronounced the old man dead; they declared

that his spinal column had beon ruptured; they said

that the countenance was now purple and distorted ;
they knew that the cord had cut a fingor’s depth into
the neck of tho stranglod corpse.

Yet, as tho animal heat still remained in the body,
it was not permitted to bo taken away until it should
cool. Tven this precaution against an carthly resurrec-
tion did not satisfy thoe hearts corrupted by slavery.

«T heard it sugeested DLy a Captain,” writes a wit-
ness of unquestioned veracity, “that a good dose of
arsenic should be administered to the corpse to make
sure work ; and many others wished that at least the
hoad might be cut off and retained by them, since
tho body was to Dbe embalmed, and, on gorgeous cata-
falques, carried in procession through Northern cities.
This bloodthirstiness is on a par,” the writer adds,
¢ with that of the students at the Winchester Medical
Collegs, who have skinned the body of one of Brown’s
sons, separated the nervous and muscular and venous

1 - wiehe
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systems, dried and varnished, and have the whole hung
up as a nice anatomical illustration. Some of the stu-
dents wished to stull the skin; others to make it into
gamo pouches.’

Such is the spirvit of Southorn Slavery!

“The body once in its coflin and on its way back to
the jail,” wrote o corvespondent, “ the field was quickly
deserted, the cannon, limbored up again, rumbled away,

and thoe companies of infantry and troops of eavalry in

solid column marched away, The Dbody had not left
the ficld before the carpenters hegan to take the seallold
to picces, that it might bo stored up against the 16th
nstant, when it will bo used to hang Cook and Cop-
pic together. A separate gallows will be built for the
two negroes.”

The night aftor the exceution has set in dark and
stormy. The south wind has brought up a violont
storm,”’

The body of John Brown was deliversd to his widow
at Harper’s Ferry, and by hor it was carried to Novth
Elba, where it now lies ot rest on the hosom of tho
majestic mountain region that he loved when living,
It was interred as only dead heross should be buried,
There was no vast assemblage of “ the so-called groat;”’
no pompous parado ; no gorgeous processions; hut loyal
worth and noble genius stood at the grave of departed
heroism ; for his friends and hig family wept as tho
Ii[cawc:u-»-il1spircd soul of Wendell Phillips pronounced
the culogium of John Brown,— the latest and oup

greatest martyr to the teachings of the Bible and the
American Idea.
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As thoe coffin was lowered into the grave, a clergy
man, with prophetic voice, ropeated these words of the
Apostle Paunl: |

“T have fought the good fight ; I bave finished my
course 3 I have kept thoe faith : honeeforth there is laid
up for me a crown of rightcousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, shall give me; and not to me
only, but unto all that love his appearing.”
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SAMSON AGONISTES.

Drcemnrr z, 18309,

YOU bound and made your {port of him, Philiftia !
You fet your fons at him to flout and jeer;
You loaded down his limbs with heavy fetters

Your mildeft mercy was a fmiling fheer.

One man, among a thoufand who defied him,
One man from whom his awful ftrength had fled—

You brought him out to lafh him with your vengeance ;
Ten thoufand curfes on one hoary head !

You think his eyes are clofed and blind forever,
Becaufe you fcared them to this mortal day ;

You draw a longer breath of exultation,
Becaufe your conqueror’s power is tom away.

Oh fools! his arms are round your temple pillars :
Oh blind ' his ftrength divine begins to wake,

Hark! the great roof-tree trembles from its contre—
Hark ! how the rafters bend, and fwerve, and fhake!

£
7 AN L sse H

COUNTY COMIMUMITY COLLEGE
FAS ME S0 RO - Groaat Sepnch Kansas 7530





