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SPrrcH TO THE MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATURE,

OIHN BROWN arrived in Boston in January, 1867,

At that period thero was an offort madoe, by tho
friends of freedom in the Commonwealth, to induce
the legislature of Massachusofts to vote an appropria-
tion of ten thousand dollars, for the purpose of pro-
tecting the intorests of the North, and the rights of
her citizens in Kansas, if the Torritory should be
again invaded by organized marauders from tho
Southern States.

A Joint Committoe was appointed by the CGloncral
Court to consider the petitions in favor of a State ap-
propriation. It held its sittings publicly, Iminoent
champions of freodom in Massachusotts, and mon who
had distinguished themselves during the conflict in
Kansas, were invited to address tho Commitico.
Among the Kansas men was Captain John Brown,
who, on the 18th of February, appearcd at tho capitol
to make a statement of his views.

The writer was present at this sitting, and reported
the old man’s speech.

Captain Brown, as he stepped forward, was rocoived
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with applause. o said he intended to speak exelu-
sively of matters of which he  was personally cogni-
zant; and, therefore, the committee must excuse him
if ho should refer more particularly to himself and
family than he otherwise would do. |

Ilo thon read the following statement in a clear,
ringing tono:

SPERCIL TO THE LEGISLATURE. |

“ I saw, while in Missouri, in the fall of 1855, largo
numbers of men going to Kanses o vote, and also
returning after they had so done: as they said.

“ Lator in tho year, I, with four of my sons, was
called out, and travelled, mostly on foot and during
the night, to help defond Lawrence, a distance of
thirty-five miles; whore wo were detained, with some

ive hundred others, or thercabouts, from five to ten

days — say an average of ten days—at a cost of not
less than o dollar and o hall per day, as wages; to say
nothing of the actual loss and suffering occasioned to
many of them, by leaving their families sick, their

crops not sceured, their houses unprepared for winter,

and many without houses at all, This was the case

with myseclf and sons, who eould not get houses built
after returning,  Wages alone would amount to scven
thousand five hundred dollars ;3 loss and sufforing can-
not be estimated,

‘L osaw, ab that time, the hody of the murdered Bar-
ber, and was present to witness his wile and other
frionds brought in to see him with his clothos on,.just
as ho was when killed. ™

* By a fedornl office-holder, who was afterwards promoted to a more
Juoratlve post,
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178 Speech to the Maffachufetts Legiflature,

“I, with six sons and a son-in-law, was called out,
and travelled, most of tho way on foot, to try and save

Lawrence, May 20 and 21, and muceh of the way in

the night. IFrom that date, neither I nor my sons,
nor my son-in-law, could do any work about our
homes, but lost our whole time until we left, in Oc-
tobor ; except one of my sons, who had a fow weeks
to devote to the care of his own and his brother's
family, who wero then without a homao.

“From about the 20th of May, hundreds of men,
like ourselvos, lost their whole time, and entirely failod
of securing any kind of erop whatovor. T holieve it
safo to say, that fivo hundred free stato men lost eneh
ono hundred and twenty days, which, at one dollar and
o hall per day, would bo —to say nothing of attondant
losses — ninety thousand dollavs.

“ On or about tho 80th of May, two of my sons, wilh
sevoral othors, wore imprisonod without othor crime
than opposition to hogus logislation, and most barha-
rously treated for a timo, one boing held about one
month, and the other about four months. Both had
their familios on tho ground.  Altor this, both of them
had their houses burned, and all their goods consumod
by the Missourians. In this burning all the oight suf
fered. One had his oxen stolen, in addition.”

The Captain, laying aside his papor, hero said that ho
had now at his hotel, and would exhibit to the Com-
mittee, if they so desived, the chains which ono of Lis
sons had worn, when he was driven, heneath o hurnin fr
sun, by federal troops, to a distant prison, on 4 t,,lmrgu
of treason. The cruelties he there "fudumd added ¢
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the anxietios and sufferings incident to his position,
had rendered him, the old man snid, ag his eye flashed
and his voico grew sterner, “o maniae — yes, a
MANIAC,”

Lle poused a fow seconds, wiped a tear from his eye,
and continued his navration: |

4 At Black Jack, the invading Missourians wounded
threo freo state men, one of them my son-in-law ; and,
a fow days aftorwards, one of my sons was so wounded
that he will be a eripple for life.

“ In August, I was prosent and saw the mangled and
disfigured body of the murdered Hoyt, of Doerfield,
Massachusotts, brought mto our caxap. I knew him
woll. |

“ L saw the ruing of many {ree state men’s houses in
difforont parts of the Territory, togethor with grain in
the stack, burning, and wasted in other ways, to the
amount, at least, of fifty thousand dollars.

‘I sow sevoral other {ree state men, besides those 1
have named, during the swmmer, who were bﬂdl}f
wounded by the invaders of the Territory.,

“T know that for much of the time during the sum-
mer, the travel over portions of the Territory was
entirely eut off, and that none but bodies of armod
men dared to move at all. |

1 know that for a considerable time the mails on
different routes were entirely stopped; and notwith-
standing there were abundant troops in the Territory.
Lo escort the mails, I know that such escorts were not .
furnished, as they ought to have been. |

“T saw whilo it was standing, and afterwards saw
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the ruins, of a most valuablo house, tho proporty of a
highly civilized, intelligent, and exomplary Christian
Indian, which was burned fo the ground by the ruf-
fians, because its owner was suspected of favoring tho
froe state men. ITe is known as Ottawa Jones, or John
T. Jones. |

“In Septemboer last, I visited a beautiful little f{reo
stato town called Staunton, on the north side of the
Osage, (or Marais-des-Cygnos, as it is somotimoes called,)
from which evory inhabitant had fled for foar of their
lives, oven after having built a strong log house, or
wooden fort, at a hoavy oxpenso, for their protection,
Many of them had left their effocts liable to be do-
stroyed or carried off, not being able to remove then,
This was to me a most gloomy scone, and liko a visit
to a sepulchreo, |

“ Deserted houses and cornfiolds wero to ho found in

~almost every direction south of tho Kansas River,

%] have not yet told all I saw in Kansas.

‘“ I once saw three mangled bodics, two of which
were dead, and one alive, but with twenty bullot and
buck shot holes in him, after the two murdered moen
had lain on tho ground, to be worked at by flies, for
some eightecen howrs. Ono of these young men was
my own som.”’ |

The stern old man faltered. o struggled long
to suppress all exhibition of his foolings; and soon,
but with a subdued, and in o faltering tone, continned :

“l saw Mr. Parker, whom T well know, all bruised
about the head, and with his throat partly eut, after ha

had been dragged, sick, from the houso of Ottawa
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Jones, and thrown over the bauk of the Ottawa Creck
for dead,

« About thoe first of September, I, and five sick and
wounded sons, and a son-in-law, were obliged to lie on
the ground, without sheltor, for a considerable time,
and at timoes almost in a state of starvation, and de-
pendont on thoe charity of the Christian Indian I havo
before namod, and his wife,

“1 saw Dr. Graham, of Praivie City, who was a
prisonor with tho ruffians on the 2d of June, and was
prosent when they wounded him, in an attempt to kill
hini, 88 Lie wasg trying to save himself from being mur-
dored by them during the fight at Black Jack.

¢« T know that numorous other persons, wliose names
I cannot now remember, suffered like hardships and
exposurcs to those I have mentioned.

«T know well that on or about the 1dth of Hep-
tomber, 1856, o large force of Missourians and other
ruffians, said by CGovornor Gleary to be twenty-soven
hundred in number, invaded the Territory, burned
Franklin, and, while the smoke of that place was going
up behind them, they, on the same day, made their
appearance in full view of, and within about a mile of
Lawrence ; and I know of no reason why they did not
attack that place, except that about one hundred frea
state mon volunteered to go out, and did go out on the
open plain before the town, and give them the offer of
o fight; which, after gotting scattering shots from our
men, they deelined, and retreated back towards Frank-
lin. Y saw that wholo thing. The government troops,
at this timo, were at Lecompton, a distance of twelve
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COUNTY COMIMUNITY COLLEGE
A% ME S RO - Great Bepct, Kaosas 7 %ED



COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
24% WE 30 RD - Great Send, Kanzas 87530

182 Speech to the Maffachufetts Legiflature,

miles only from Lawrence, with (fovernor Geary s and
yot, nobwithstanding runnors had been despatched to
advise him, in good time, of tho approneh setling
out of tho onomy, (who had to march some forty miles
to reach Lawrence,) ho did not, on that memorable
occasion, get a singlo soldior on the ground wntil after
the enemy had retreated to Franklin, and beon ZONo
for more than five hours. This is the way ho sved
Lawrence. (Laughtor.) And it is just the kind of
protection the free state men have recoived from tho
Administration from tho first.”

These things the old man saw in Kansas.

Ie concluded his romarks hy denouncing the trajtors
to froedom, who, whon n question of this kind Wi
raised, eried out, “Bave tho poople’s money ; the dear
people’s money!” He made a detailod estinule of
how much the National Government had exponded in
endeavoring to fasten Slavery on Kansas: and asked
-why these politicians had novor erjed out, “ Suve tho
people’s money ! ” whon it was oxpended to tramplo
under the foot of the ¢ peculiar ** erima of tho south,
the rights, lives, and property of the Northern st
ters. Thoy were silont then.” (Applauso.)
- TEp Coamman — Captain Brown, I wish to ask you
regarding Buford’s moen.* Did you over mingle witly
them ? And if so, what did you 8o or hear !

CAPLAIN Browx replied, that he saw a preat deal of

¥ Colonel Buford was the leader of several companios of (eorgin
and Alabama bandits, who came to Kansns, in the spring of 1866,

~with the avowed intention of expelling . or exterminating the emi.
grantd from the North, -
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chem at first ; that they spoke without hesitation before
him, because he employed himself as & surveyor; and,
as nearly all the surveyors were pro-slavery men, they
probably thought he was ‘“sound on the goose.” *
They told him all their plans; what they intended to
do; how they were determined to drive off the free
state men, and possess themselves of the Territory, and
make it a Slave State at all hazards: cost what it might.
They said that the Yankees could not bo whipped,
coaxed, nor driven into a fight, and that one pro-slavory
man could whip a dozen abolitionists, Thoy said that
Kansas must be a Slave State to save Missouri from
abolition ; that both must stand or fall together. They
did not hesitate to threaten that they would burn, kill,
scalp, and drive out the entire free stato population of
the Territory, if it was necessary to do so to accomplish
their object.

Tur ComammaN then asked who commanded the froe
state men at Lawrenco ?

- His answer was characteristic of the man, whose
courage was only equalled by his modesty and worth.
He cxplained how bravely our boys acted — gave avery
one the credit but himself. When again asked who
commanded them, he said —no one ; that he was asked
to take the command, but refused, and only acted as
their adviser!

The Captain spoke, in conclusion, about the emi-
grants needed for Kansas.
“We want,” he said, ¢ good men, industrious men,

% Western phrase: equivalent to, a reliable friend of slavery.
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men who respeet themselves; who act only from the
dictates of conscience ; men who fear God too much to
Sear any thing human.”

Tur CoAmmAN — What is your opinion as to tho
probability of & renewal of hostilitics in Kansas - of
anothor invagsion ; and what do you think would he tho
cffoct, on tho free state men, of an approprintion hy
Massachusetts ? N

Carramy Broww — Whenever we heard, out in
Kansas, that the North was doing any thing for us, wo
woro encouragod and strongthoned to strugelo on.  As
to the probability of another invasion, I do not know.
We ought to bo prepared for the worst, Things do
not look one iota more encouraging now, than they did

last year at this time., You ought to romember that,

from the date of the Shannon treaty till May last, thoro
was perfect quiot in Kansas; no fear of a renowal of
hostilities ;- no violenco offered to our citizens in Mis-
souri. I frequently went there mysolf; was known
there ; yet treated with the groatost kindnoss.”

- Bk Thud,

THE SWORD OF GIDEON.
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