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’ CHAPTER XX,
THE EX-CONVICT,

Heavy are the burdens which men in prison
mustbear.  They are deprived of liberty, sepa-
rated from friends, no social intercourse, and
constantly maintaining an unnatural position,
The convict's place is lower than the most de-
graded menial; be must ask for permission
even to peta drink of water,  No serf of eurth,
no slave, however wretched, has a sadder lot,
These unhappy mortals have yielded to temp-
tation, have fallen, and are paying the penalty
of violated law. Who can think of these de-
graded belngs, without, to some extent, its
calling forth the sympathy of the human heart,

for we must not forget that they, too, are chil-

dren of one universal Father, However deplors
able the condition of these men while in prison,

is it much better when they regain their

freedom?

One morning about a month after my release
from prison, as I was getting ready for break-

fast, there came a knock at the door.  Openiog
itIsaw a young man - tramp -- who begged
W

~ mines, room No, 37" Have you’ forg

"v’it:ad thxs young man in, |
to take a seat th‘h;‘me at

st histOry He
racket " I‘had listened

“he saxd i1 wdtxld ‘u
- be plemsed to inc lulge 1vite
~another room, closed the door an;
The turning of the key. rather took‘hx’ ik
_prise. Ireachedout my hand to ki
“ Charlc«:y D—, don't you kn W

for S couple of wceks in the pem “

- last day we worked together, when a é'
 plece of slate fall upon your leg, and I had to
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“asslst you In raaching the foot of the shagm
you were being conveyed to the hospiﬁal?

“ My God ] Reynolds, is this you? " he ex-
claimed. I would never have known you in
your pleasant surroundings. Had I met you
in the penitentiaty coal mines, dressed in

. prison stripes, your face and hands covemd
thh coal dust, T would have recognized you. |

I gave him his much coveted cigar and in-
vited him to & chair. T was anxious to learn
his history since he left the prison. He ‘had‘
regamed his lxberty ‘almost one yem* befcml
© was released,

. After he had reached the quiet contentn
_ment which is the inevitable result of a well
appreciated breakfast'and a good cigar, I sald
to him : “ Charley, just drop your tramp story

‘and tell me yout true history since Jeaving the

prison. Iam anxious. to know just what an
ex-convict must meet,” ‘
This young fellow was twenty»-ﬁve years of
age. He served five years in the penitentiary
for stealing horses, He had an inferior educa-
tion, and might be considered an average ex~
convict, His narrative will show what the
great majomy of these men am callcd upcm to ‘
endure, "

&

;"frm‘ Ex-YCCSNVICT:?" s

ry revealed the fact that whcn he,

lcft the f)enxtentlary he had thirteén dollars in

‘money -and a syit of inferior clothes, such as is
furnished the prisoner when discharged. = Hav-
ing been closely confined for five years, with-
out even a newspaper to read, with but few

* visitors, he was entirely ignorant of what had

occurned durmg his period of mcarceratxon
'His parents had been dead for several years, -
and he had no friends to whom he could apply
for aid. The large iron doors swung tpon
their hinges, and he went forth a free but
bewildered man. He had liber ty, it is true,
but liberty replete with such trials as awaited

'this young man is certainly little better than

prison confinement, Passing under the big
stone archway, and out beyond the prison en-
closure, he paused for a few moments upon
the little eminence on which the prison stands, .
and viewed the surrounding country, not’
knowing what to do or where to go. Finally

" he takes the principal road that leads across.

the country, and in a half hour’s walk reaches
a farm house. He asks for work, - The farmer
needs a hand, but asks the a.pphcant for whom _
he worked last,

“1 am just out of pnson;” was the reply,
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“sire to ‘do.right, He felt that the first ste)
down the hill toward the pemwntiary was lymg

“r thought so,” said the farmef, “for T have

seen 50 many of these men coming out of that
“place wearing clothes similar to those you have
on, FHow long were you in prwon, and what‘_;'
- was your offense? " /‘
"1 served five years, and my c.:rim& wasj .
: horsca ~stealing. "

At this frank confession the farmer shghtly }

have said, “ T don't want a penitentiary-bird

about me, and partmularly one that has bean"f‘“k

a horse-thief,”

Finding no c‘:mplovmém‘: he moved on, For,,
two weeks this friendless ex-convict walked

about the country, going from one farm house

to another, seeking employment, ~ He practlced
greateconomy, butat the expiration of thistime

his thirteen dollars were gone, He was now

penniless, friendless and almost hopeless, F m’]
two weeks he had told the truth, and frarxkly

confassed he was an ex-conviet, He had a de~

)

- coughed, and stated that asman called the day .
“before, and he had partially promised the place
~to ‘him; and he did not feel like employing

" any one until he heard from him, Had the

farmer been ‘as frank as the convict he would -

_But two weeks squandered .
,?the: country scckmg amployment and ﬁnd;ngl;‘ B
. none, convmced hint that it was: 1mp0551b1e toj"
obmm work and tell the truth as to his past his-
i V.toty, so he unaglned nothmg was left but to
" practice cleceptxon, steal or starve. - Reéader,
- what-would'y you have done.? . "He did’ what youf,i, L
- probably would, surrounded by  the. ame.
;;cu'curnstances--11e made up-his mind to »
On makmg further 1nqu11 ies forwork helealns‘"
- of a farmer living several miles away, who
- desired hired help. - He immedijately set out-
~for that place, This farmer, like all the rest, = -
put the question, “ For whom did you last
" work ? ”*  Instead of imparting the information;
‘that he was an ex-convict, he invented a l1‘ct1e

=1

story to the effect that he had worked for'a
farmer living some miles chstzmt with whom he
had ‘become quite well acquainted, having

spent a Sunday at his home, and. whose name’
he gave his inquisitor. He received employ-

ment, A bargain was made, and our now

| happy ex-convict wentto work. Three weeks_ :
passed away, The employer and the cmployee;v
were mutually satisfied. The prisoner worked

hard,  He felt that at last 'the clouds which

had so long obscmed 1115 sky were about ta;;

i tru gmg about‘ :
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“would soon be his,

~But how mistaken we sometimes are when
forecasting the future! One afternoon, at the

end of three weeks, the old farmer rode up
for whom the ex-convict had stated that he

~worked. The ex-criminal was recognized;
Id farmer had some business with the
er of the prisoner, and in the evening

before leaving for his home, thinking to do
‘Thumanity a great favor, confidentially informed
his neighbor that he had an ex-penitentiary
convict on his farm at work, and that he wag
an old, hardened hotse-thief, and beyond all
hope of redemption. That evening, after
supper, the prisoner got the “ grand bounce.”
The small amount of money he received for
his three weeks' services on the farm was
expended in paying his expenses while con~
tinuing his search for work, o

He at length arrives at Kansas City, with
buta few cents, and completely ‘discouraged

about securing work, At this place he meta.

critninal, a former acquaintance. He, too,

was without money, They talked over their

misfortunes, and after duly considering the
«matter, came to the conclusion that out of

reak away, and the sunshine of prosperity

the city was entered.. They
n dollars and a silver watch, and
to continue their criminal efforts
° next evening.  During the day, however, “
© 'the “ pal” was arrested on another charge, and -
. locked up in the city prison.  He thought it
“abouttime to fly, and so took his departure,
. He spent the rest of his time in Kansas,
tramping about and stealing. When he had
‘money he would live well; when his pocket-
' book was empty he would beg and steal.
" There was one crime he committed for which
he could not be much blamed. The old farmer
that went te so much trouble to convey the
intelligence to his brother granger that the
hero of our story was an ex-convict, was the
sufferer. The ex-convict, to get “ even,” one
dark night entered the barn, rode away a beau-
tiful riding pony, sold him for fifty dollars in
cash, and forgot to mention the fact to the
farmer. In stealing, tramping and begging
the time had been chiefly taken up from the
day he had left the prison, to the morning he

some: distance ‘from the
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“came to my hcmc;c for something to eat, He“
~ will doubtless continue this course until caught
“in. some criminal act, which will rmu,u;‘,‘ in
'anothm‘ térm in the penitentiary, 3
. The great majcarlty of the criminals in t:he )
\pqmtemmry are young men, One dose of
“prison life is all they desire. Did they but i
e t:he least opportunity of living useful lives,
d becoming respectable citizens when out of -
s0n, they would improve it, instead of com~
itting crime and being returned to hard labor
hout compensation, - Iam now pleading for ,
indreds of young ‘men who are in peison for
" the first time, and have all the punishinent
/a‘long this line they desire, who *wc)glcl like to
reforin and become useful ‘citizens,  But how
can they accomplish this? ~ Unaided they will -
come out of the prison, driftabout awhile, and
~ then the current of sin and crime will bear them
" back againto a felon's cell;  Inan ungr‘um*d@cl
hour they succumbed to. the tempter's power,
~and fell, The dark mantle of disgrace has
‘,e:nvelopecl them. And if there were some kind -
friend to lend a helping hand, how quimlyg
- would they tear it off and put on the robe of .
' usaful cmzenshxp. Will not the great State of

U THE ENDG
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