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'PREFACE.

~THE following pages treat of hell — A Kan-
448 hell and a Missourilell, Those who de-
sire to peruse works that tell about Heaven
only, are urged to drop this book and run, I
was an inmate of the Kansas penitentiary for
sixteen months, and make mention of what
came under my own observation in connection
with what I experienced.  'While an inmate of
this prison I occupicd cells at various times
with convicts who had served terms in the
Missouri prison. From these persons 1
gathered much uscful material for my boolk.
After my release I visited the Missouri peni-
centiary, and verified the statements of those
criminals, and  gathered additional material
from the prison records and the officials, 1T
have written chicfly - for the youth of the
country, but all ages will be deeply inter-
ested in the following pages. A large major-
ity of the convicts are young men from six-

teen to twenty-five years of age. They had
no idea of the terrible sufferings of a convigt
9
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10 PRIFAUE,

life, or they surely wonld live resisted temptas
tion and kept out of crime. The fallowing

pages will impart to the reader some Bdeaof

what he may expeet to cmdure inesse hie hee
comes entangled inthe meshes of the Lo, aud
is competled to do service for the Srate with-
out any remuneration,  Fyery peaitentiaey is
a veritable licll, Deprive a0 person of his
liberty, punish and maltreat himy, aned yon bl
his life with misery akin to these whes waaider
in the darkness of * cternad night,” 1 think,
when the reader has perised the following
pages, he will agree with me, that the book
has the proper title.  That this volome may
prove an “ cye-opener M to the boys who may
read it, and prove intevesting and instructive
to those of mature years, isthe sunest wish of
the author,
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