T, S T,

N ——— ‘J:;

+

T RS T T ——

APPENDIX.

MESSAGE OF GOVERNOR ROBINSON, OF KANSAS, TO THE NEW
LEGISLATURE.

Fellow-Clilizens of the Senate and House of Representalives :

Havixe heen chosen by the people to occupy the exceutive cheir of the
new State of Kansas, it hecomes my duty, under the constilution, to com-
municate to the General Assembly the condition of the affairs of the state,
and recommend such measures as I shall deem expedient for their action.
While gratitude to the people for the confidence their suffrages evinced, and
for the henor bestowed, will induce me fo enlist all my energies in their
serviee, inexperience in public life, and a lack of ability and information,
will cause me to speak with diffidence upon the various subjects to which
your attention will be invited.

The organization of a new government is always attended with more or
less difficulty, and should, under the most favorable efrcumstances, enlist
the learning, judgment and pradence, of the wisest men in all its depart-
ments ; the most skilful workmanship is requisite, that ench part of the
complicated machinery may he adapted to its fellow, and that & harmoni-
ous whole, without jar or blemish, may be the result. In Kansas, espe-
cially, is this & most delicate and difficult task. Our citizens are from
every state in the Union, and from nearly every country on the glohe, and
their institutions, religion, education, habits and tastes, are as various as
their origin. Also in cur midst are several independent nations, and on
our borders, both west and enst, are outside invaders.

In our mutual endenvors to set in motion u state government, we have o
eommon chart for our guide, the Constitution. The duties of the General
Assembly, as designated by this instrument, ave :

To provide for the Encouragement of Education and Religion 3
The Registration of Electors ;
To provide for the Returns &f Llections ;
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QFor the Election of Officers ;
For the Filling of Vacancies ;
For the Number of Senators and Representatives ;
For Apportionment ;
Against Special Legislation ;
For Publication of Laws ;
Tor Taking the Census ;
For Salaries of Officers ;
For Surveyor General, State Geologist, and Superintendent of Common
Schools ;
Tor Judicial Districts and Jurizdietion of Courts ;
Tor Publication of Decisions of Supreme Court ;
Tor Duties of Clerk and Reporter of Supreme Court ;
For School Fund, University, Normal Schools, etc. ;
For State Asylums for Blind, Deaf, Dumb, Insane, Tdiots, and the Poor 3
Tor Houses of Refuge for Juvenile Offenders ;
For State General ITospital ;
For Seat of Government and State House ;
For Militia ;
For Finance and Taxation ;
Tor Counties, County, City and Town Officers ;
For Commissioners to arrange Rules of Practice in the Courts of Record
Tor Bureau of Statistics and Encouragement of Agriculture 3
To secure the separate Property and Custody of Children to Witfe ;
Tor Election of two United States Senators ;
For Banks and Banking ;
For Redemption of Certificates of Indebtedness ; and for Enforcement of
the Sixth Section of the Bill of Rights.

Algo, the people, by a separate and direct vote, have instructed the
Assembly to provide for the exclusion of free negroes.

Education of the people, common school education, is the palladium of
our liberties. Without this, free institutions eannot exist j with it, tyranny
and oppression must disappear. A thorough and efficient system of educa-
tion is o better and cheaper corrective and preventive of poverty, degrada-
tion and crime, than the poor-house, house of refuge, or penitentiary. This
subject will not fail to receive its full share of your attention. That the
common school may be put on a permanent basis, the proceeds of the school
lands, or other educational income, should be carefully hushanded; till o
fund shall aceunulate amply sufficient to give to every child in the state o
liberal common szhool edueation.

Second only to the common school in importance are the University and
Normal Schools, For these, also, the constitution suggests that you provide
at an early day. N
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Of the public charitable ipstitutions named in the constitntion, & (eneral
State Hospital calls most urgently for consideration. In o new country,
many must necessarily suffer from sickness and poverty, and, in the present
unsettled condition of the people, it is eminently proper that the state should
provide for their relief, ) )

The subject of finances and taxation is oneof primary mlportn'nce in every
state, and particularly in o new one. Onerous taxes and lm"ge 1ndeb'tedness
should be guarded against as far as possible, and economy without niggard-
ly parsimony should be the rule of zction. For the preser'xt gtate of the
finances you ave veferred to the report of the exccutive committee.

Exposed as our citizens are to the gealping-knife of the savage on the
west, and to the revolver and hatchet of the assassin on the east, & thoroug.h
and early organization of the militia is argently called for. By the consti-
tution, this duty devolves upon the General Assembly. Measuresi should at
once be taken to encourage the orgenization of volunteer companies, and to
prooure the arms to which the state is entitled. ) ) i

The disposition of the public lands is o matter for serious consideration.
Under existing laws, they belong to the general government, and are used
08 o source of revenue. The policy of such 2 use is ab Jeast qu'estxona.blt.e.
The amount reccived into the treasury from the sale of public lands is
inconsiderable, amounting in the aggregate to about two millions of dollars

annually.

This sum, distributed among the states W
would aid essentially the cause of education, of ‘
itable institutions, but it is entirely unnecessary in the already overflowing

{reasury of the general government. Tven as o matter of revenue, the

treasury gains nothing by selling the public domain to the people, fo? the
» Juets of the soil, and these will be

rincipal revenue is derived from the pro s
ipncreafed as the qumber of land-holders inereases, and in propoertion to the
capital invested in its cultivation, The one dellar and twenty-five cents {)cr
acre, Inid out on the land, will produce far more revenuo to th'e gove‘rnmerrxr :n
afew years, than if deposited in the treasury. The' true Pohcyfful zmj.'t;,gu;
crnment is to give, to every citizen who will cultivate it, & ;1:1?:; W:h lum
price, and secure it to him for o permanent homestead. If.specu; yt;.w oﬁr
tlie citizen who deprives himself of the Blessings of home and cnl iliza tU;l D:l‘
a time, to reclaim the wilderness that it may be added to the comm
alt ed bis land gratis. i N
Wcéultl’iga fhtnlf;:d must be sfld, and the proceeds applied to defiay cq{m;fj
of government, the state ghould be the recipient, and not the general &

Jinary expensss in setting
ernment. Every new state ynust incar estracrdinary expens2s 111 A({tt e
i i + < oablic edifices, State-house, Asylams,

i ver: n motion. It hasits public e 3 :
oy, U outls, efo., to construet, and

i i i ities s0s, Railr

Penitentiary, Universities, School-houses, ouls, ete, oty ant
limited mear:s at command. Should Congress, I itg Te«loxn,:\loamtuﬁ,{ ;1;‘ .w;
have Teason fo believe it will, all the public lamds of Kansay to the 121,

Jere the lands are situnted,

the establishment of ehar- -
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will then be the duty of the assembly to dispose of them. In such an event,
by donating one hundred and sixty acres as a homestead to each resident of
five years, ond allowing no one person to purchase of the state more thon
one handred and sixty acres additional, the state would become rapidly
settled, and at the same time sesuve o fund for educational and other pur-
poses equal to its necessities.

The indiscriminate sale of intoxicating drinks in a state like Kansas,
where are numerous Indian tribes, is productive of much mischief. Some
tribes within our borders are still uncivilized, and indulge their appetites
without restraint, while many of the other tribes are equally unfortunate.
It is a duty we owe to the Indian, that we not only cultivate the most friendly
intercourse, but that we protect him from injury ; and this subject should
not be overlooked by the General Assembly.

The use of intoxicating drinks, as o beverage, impairs the health, morals,
good order and prosperity, of any community, and the traffic in them is an
unmitigated evil, and it is for the Legislature in its wisdom to adopt such
measures as shall best secure the publie welfare.

It will be remembered that a skeleton of o government still existsin our
midst, under the territorial form, and although this was but the foreshadow-
ing of & new and better covenant, collision with it should be carefully
guarded against., A terrvitorial government is transient in its natuve, only
waiting the action of the people to form & government of their own, This
action has been taken by the people of Kansas, and it only remains for the
General Government to suspend its territorial appropriations, recall its offi-
cers, and admit Kansas into the Union as a sovereign state. .

The reasons why the territorial government should he suspended and
Kansas admitted into the Union as a state, are various, In the first place,
it i3 not o government of the people. The exccutive and judieisl officers are
imposed upon the people by & distant power, and the officers thus imposed
are foreign to our soil, and are accountable, not to the people, but to an
executive two thousand miles distant. American citizens have for a long
time been accustomed to govern themselves, and to have a voice in the choice
of their officers ; but, in the territorial government, they not only have no
voice in choosing some of their officers, but are deprived of a vote for the
officer who appoints them.

Again : governments are instituted for the good and protection of the
governed ; but the territorial government of Kansas hag been, and still is,
an instrument of oppression and tyranny uncqualled in the history of our
republic. The only officers that attempted to administer the laws impar-
tially have heen removed, and persons substituted who have aided ineur
subjugation. Such has been the conduet of the officers and the people of &
n(fighboring state, either intentionally or otherwise, that Kansas, to-day, is
without o single law enacted by the people of the territory. Not o man in

*he country will attempt to deny that every election had under the territo-
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vial government was carried by armed invaders from an adjoining state, and
for the purpose of enacting laws in opposition to the known wishes of the
people. '

The territorial government should bo withdrawn, becouse it is inopera~
tive, The officers of the Inw permit all manner of outrages and erime to be
perpetrated by the invaders and their friends with impunity, while the citi-
zens proper ave naturally law-abiding and ovder loving, disposed rather to
suffer than do wrong. Several of the most aggravated murders on record
have been committed, but as long as the murders are on the side of the
oppressors, no notice is taken of them. Not one of the whole numbey 11.:15
leen brought to justice, and not one will be, by the territorial officers. VWhile
the marauders ave thus in open violation of all law, nine tenths of the peo-
ple scorn to recognize as law the cnactments of o foreign body of men, afxd
would sooner lose their right arms than bring an action in one of their mis-
named courts. Americans ean suffer death, but not dizhonor 3 nud sconer
than the people will consent to recognize the cdicts of Inwless inv.nders‘ as
laws, their blood will mingle with the waters of the Kangas, and this Tnion
he rolled together in civil strife. )

Not only is this territorial government the instrument of oppre:‘;sxon ’:m(l
subjugation of the people, but under it there is no ho?e oil“ relief. The
organic act permits the Legislature to preseribe the qualification of w_‘oters,
and the so-called Legislature has provided that no man ghall vote in any
election who will not bow- the knee to the dark image 0%‘ sla.vex:y., anfl
appointed officers for the term of four years to sce that ‘thlS provision is
garried out. Thus nine tenths of the citizensare disfranchised and debarred
from acting under the territorial government if they would.

Even if allowed to vote, the ohief exeeutive of the‘country says he l}as
no power to protect the ballot-box from invaders, and if the people ().rgnmze
to protect themselves, his appointees intimate that they mus.t he disarmed
and put down j hence, whether allowed to vote or not, there is :%o opportu-
nity for the people of the territory to rule under the present tern.t(.;rml gov-
ernment, Indeed, the laws are g0 madeand construed that the cx.txzen:l of a
neighboring state are legal voters in Kansas, and of course no Umt_eul States
force ean be hrought against them. They are by law entitled to invade us

ntrol our elections. ]
uni::ording to the organic act the people havea I‘ig]:lt toelect a Legxslufurc,
and that Legislature has avight to make laws, .e.e‘t:}b'lxsh courts, amﬁl do e\lequ.
thing but choose their executive and supreme judicial officers. . If tlm{l ug e
the right to do the onc, they undoubtedly should hm'e_ the 1.'?g}1t t‘0 o.] he
other, The principle of squatter soverelgaty, upon wln.ch this act is sax to‘
Be based, knows no distinetion hetween the power to legislate and the pow?x
to adjudicate or execute. If the right of one depa.rtment uf“go‘:ernmeut is
inherent in the people, so is the ather. On this subjeat there iz high autl}or-
Gen  Case, in the Sennie, said : ¢ The government of the United

ity. 39,
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Htates in one of Tmited aathorly, vestsl with no powers nob express)
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T G Py blent s nnmnnl pssage ta Congrriss, Bre the enrvent year, ho
i,y ¢ Tt ey b e Upngrrera Lhexi Wi i feated ugireme antagonism
of it ared stien Tebseen s vopresenbatives whe sought hy the
v el nmondiintanad auplgeent of the legidative powers of the
govertisient boinberkere i e eensdition of ineloate states, and to impose
iz own preial fhevrivs g the datler wiil othier yepresentutives, who
repellisl thee Tuterprition off the greral povernment in this respoct, aud
muinbeined thi velfnstitnted vighty of the stafes. In truth, the thing
attorapterd wan du s sl e wetinn of the genaul government, whilo
i reality itowis the endenvor, hy wh of loislutive power, to foree the
idous of interind poliey, entertained by partientar states, npon ailied fnde-
pondinst sl Unees movs the ropstitntion nnd the Union trinmphel sig-
wally, The new Leeritorien were organizal withoub vestrictions on the dis-

o
e gty rud wore tha Joft to judge in that porticulor for themselves,*’
I£ 16 woull Tivs been su ¢ abuse of Tuy

rinlative power ™ for Congress to
o fyren i idens o internsd polivy enterininul by parvtioulnr stabes ¥ upon
Kunsas, by wlt veasoning doey b juatify tho exeeulivo in the exersiso
of thut power? That the ofticials of his nppointineut are to-day endeavor-
fnge to do (his very thing, ngainst the gentiment of o large mnjority of the

people, eannot wlmit of o doubt,

Agnin ho soys, 1o measure of ite ropenl (Missourd Compromigo), was
o final eonsamation and comploto recognition of the principle, that no
portion of the United Htates shall undertake, through ggsumption-of the
puwaors of the pencrnl govornment, to diotate the moeial institutions of any
other portion.*’ .

Tho people of Konsns oo reason to fel that tho « gomplete recognl-
fion ** of tho priniple, unless carried fnto praotice, is of no aveil to thon},
il that the resognition of this prineiple by Congress, while the opposite is -
aoted uyon Ty the excentivo, wouldl be gimplo mockery. )
Oneo more; 10 the friends of tho congtitution are to have another
straglo, ity cnemics could not present n more poceptabla issue than that
of n atule, whoso constitution clearly embraces o republican for.m of govern~
ek, being exeluded feom the Union becanso ity domestic instltutio'ns may
1ot iz all reupeots comport with tho ideas of what is wigo and cxpedxen‘t en-
tortained in gomo other atate.t?  *¢1If o new gtate, formed from the tcjrmtory
of tho Unitall Hlutes, be absolutely exeluded from udmissi‘on therein, that
faot, of itsclf, constitutes the disruption of union Dbetween it ond the other
slotes.  DBub tho process of Qissolution could not atol.) t}xerc. Would. nob
w gectional decision, producing guch o result by & majority of votes, e.xther
northern ov southern, of necesuity drive out the oppx:eased m‘ul nggnevsld
minority, and place in presence of cach other two fyreconailpbly hostile

confederations? ) o )
Thug it will be secn, by the highest domocratic guthority in the o;n:;:
! i 7 :
try, that the peoplo 'f Kansas hove o right to demond the removal o
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present oppressive tevvitorial goverment el aley that ey i whaitte]
into the Union as o epod sid imlepeaslont state,

Koowing that oue grest party in Conpaess with the Precident nd ity hend,
wag i prineiple committel to ane dvienee, sl Teliecing that wany rom
Uy other purtios wonbd, it not feee prineiphy, o aed of justioe, by fn
dueed o ook upow s withe favory we bl woeipht G antleipade spieedy
termination of o preont thralbowe Boweser, i tran spparent wis.
understanding of the sonstifutionnl nevenonts e Koy, iy Dresilont
intintes i specind mesage it Cotgeest nogst inderbas ned ke the
proplo windo whaty with great enes sl wxperer, they Juve s well done,
This messagge, 1o 06 refors exebudvely to K, shonbd veceive o otlone
tion from the General Asembly, Karesa men, S eqantier sovereigaty ?
men, cnob Sl to D somewhnt sneprieed nd it porpert, 18 i somewhag
helligrerend in its tone, threntening to heingg againt the peoply off Kinsug
the army wad navy of the United Btatea s mnd, ehonld this Sres e fndes
auate to o tusk, e militie of e covirnd satator nre ta lug hratht, inty
renuisitinn o eompel P peaple byt b what Hiey deonot reeopnizg ng
s, und to Tows, aconrdime G bis own sliewing, U yaaplo of Missimd,
with the aid of the exeoutive wlieh his appodntied, lave ennetid,

Bt it d4 to bo aped that, By the time Bis favees nee vadsed and mavehed
into the tervitovy, he will thwd, like Ths Dyeellauey Governoe Rlunnon, thot
the prople mee nol so deseeving of sanililstion i e bl suppased,

The President gives tha detaily of the vaeion of Koavses and the CGoverne
o'y conneetion therewith, and dess ol deny Sed e seaadled tordtoriad
Teglslnture way clected Ty they people off Minaonrdy but heswsg the Gove
orwr, his wppointes, el b grant covtifivates of clestion o w usjority of
porsony elected hy the people of w neiglidoring siate, theradore their luws
aro binding wpon the peoples To strenpthien Wi argament, ho wipht have
aveused tho Governor of still Butler cotpdicity with (he nvaiders, awd
have sudd that althemgh thiv tereitoey i mdeeds of wilise i ectent, wul
the people were politiedly unorganized, yet he gave oo It e Quys in
whicl to eoutest the elestiun, el wenld not oxtied iy ting one hoarg for
ib i i that aoprotest areived st oone o'l o the movuing of the fifth
tday, which, had it hoen regardel, woubl Juvn cliged five seaty in the
Legislngurog bt ib wan too Leto by oy by, sisb sl nok e veseiveds

The wrguuent of e President nesy b sl ngainst auy aijortion to th
et ol the Tewialuturve on bis pret, ney in the feat Phave, B vefurat to proteot
tho bullet-box from feand, wnd, in the et placey, s far ng lny in bis
power, s wppointos Jgaltuod ity Tt D it ] agminst the peoplu ?

The ovgaude et provides e i Logrivdabire to b eheolud Trom, nl by, the
voters; uiil & vober is to he © nn et visidont of sehd tevsitory 3* aud if
sy ather gob of men, either with or withont, the soution of Ui exeoutive,
elnin to be the Legivlutare, s the peapls hound to regasd thent ag sueh?

ATYENDIX, > 357

Alo, this nat ey, TL B e Deae intent and nieaning of this-act to leave
tho prophe o the Berribory perlietly free to form and regulate their domes~
fie fustitnton in fhede v way, sabject anly fo the constitution of the
United Beatea" wof pmbijeet 4o the peopls of Missourd, or the exeeutive, or
Bt of thes fessether, Toow e fhe tevg intent of this Inw bo carried out by
p Tegislatnve vledded e wan that an the (hivtieth of March last? Yot that
Tegistubure, elevbed from uned by the peeplo of » nelghboring state, have
pesnsed tor s Jowecs it people of Kavsng, sl also to * logislate slavery
it the fervitory," which Congress itsell professed not to have the right to
dos med these ave the sowendled Taws Ut the President suys must bo en-
farewl, even thenteh it vepitive sl the army and navy of the United States
and the anilitiae o€ G sovernl atutes, Undonbtedly one half of this force
will by wilentticient foenable him o enfores any provess, or to chop, shoot
il Tiange d) the dntuditants Bad all the semies and navies in the world
conb not ko the preosple Talivve Jie T wovight to Qo ity or that the ennct-
ments of thad Border Leyedsladnes weve hinding wpea the people of Kansas,
I mputter sovereipnty e siiply it Congress hag no right to inter-
for with thie aftades o n tereitory, b that the exceutive and the people
of aptlwer stada have, then st eeetainly that doetrine will be very unpop-
ular in K, ’

Other vemar nadsdit B piven o show that no legal Tegislatare have over
pssed Taws i Kanse besides the whove, na the xemoval of the sitkings
from Ve to the Bhawnee Missdon, whiele is on the Shawneo Reserve, as
itis muloratod, aned ean, espseguatly, ¢ eonstitate no part of the tevei-
oy of s, The epania aet provides that * the persons having the
lighest, tadser o Jeguel volea in caelt distriet for members of the Couneil
(or Ny of Representutiven) shall bi deebred by the Governor to be duly
deeted.”  From thin desiulon theve i ne appesl, necording to the aet ; yot
wing pevsamer, deelored o e duly cested by the Qovernor, were ejected by
the Teyrisdutnes, wul others admitted, Buk ong person, it is believed, was
fuly elestol by the Jepal volers of the tevritory, und he rvesigned his sent,
segwding U whales Laady Dllegal,  His seat woy filled without an clection,
and by tho Degidabnre; henee, probubly, not one of the members of .thn
hody conlit have yoerivil the suffenges of the Jegal voter in the districts
they pretended to represent,

Tt 3y tho cruwstments of suol o boly of men that tho army, navy rnd
militin, of the poantry are to enfures upon the peaple, who were told the.y
ahoulil ¢ by freo to S ol regulate their domestle institutions in thel.r
own way s 't by of nien olected iy o neighhoring stute; who did 1-101:. sit
ab the gent of povernmont ay vequivel; who did git ub the Shawneo Mission,
undlevstol to fivw no part of the teitory of Kansas; who fcm‘ned out
nine of it leally eleetad members sl received in their stend nine porsons
not Jepally wlected; who filled a vacancy by appointiment, and not by elec-
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tion of the voters of the distriet, etc., to say nothing of the Draconian
character of the enactments.

The President says, ¢ The constitutional means of relieving the people of
unjust administrations and laws, by a change of public agents, and by re-
peal, are ample.”? This is usually the case, and ought always to be so ; but

the case of Kansas is an exception. The administration of Kansas has its
head at Washington, and we have not so much as & vote in favor of its con~
tinuance or removal ; while the repeal of any laws, under present arrange-
ments, by the people, is out of the question, as the Legislature has disfran-
chised a large majority of them. No man, in favor of a change or repeal
of certain laws, can vote under our new order of things ; and, consequently,
no peaceable way of establisliing & government of the people is left but to
form a state constitution, and ask for admission into the Union. This has
been done; but the President objects to our constitution, and calls the
movement for a state government revolutionary, and intimates that the
forces of the Union must, if necessary, he brought against it, although he
adwits that it wns not vevolutionary for other territories to do precisely
what we have done— as California, Michigan, and others. IHis reason is,
that the constitution of Kansas was formed by a party, and not by the
whole people. What are the facts? A Lill, ealling for a convention for the
formation of o state constitution, is said to have passed through one house
of the Mission Legislature, and was defeated in the other only because they
feared the result would be o free state. In July and August a paper was
circulated for the signatures of all such persons as were desirous of forming
a state government, and between one and two thousand persons signed it.
August 15th, a general mass meeting of citizens, irrespective of purty, Was
held at Tawrence, pursuant to o public call, signed ¢ Many Citizens,” ¢ to
take into consideration the propriety of calling a Territorial Delegate Con-
vention, preliminary to the formation of o state government, and other sub-
jeots of public intevest.’” At this meeting all parties participated, and the
following preamble and resolution were adopted, with but one diszenting
voice, and that was an acknowledged disunion abolitionist, the only one of
that party at the meeting.
« Whereas the people of Kansas Territory have been, since its settlement,
and now are, without any law-making power ; therefore, be it
< Resolved, That we, the people of Kansas, in mass meeting assembled,
irrespective of party distinctions, influenced by o common necessity, and
greatly desirous of promoting the common good, do heveby call tpon and
request all bona fide citizens of Kansas Territory, of whatever voliticnl
views or predilections, to connsel together in their respective clection dis-
triets, and in mass convention, or otherwise, elect three delegates for each
representative to which such district is entitled, in the House of Represent-
atives or the Tegislative Assembly, by proclamation of Gov. Reeder, of date
10th Mareh, 1855 ; said delegates to assemble in convention at the town of
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Topeka, on the 19th day of September, 1855, then and there to corsider
and determine upon all subjects of public interest, and particulerly upon
that having reference to the speedy formation of a state consiitution, with
an intention of an immediate application to be admitted as a state into the
Tnion of the ¢ United States of America.’

This was the first public action taken by the people in their sovereign
capacity upon this subject, and ail parties and scets participated.

The next action was at a party convention held at Big Springs on the 5th
and Oth of September, A committee on state organization was appointed,
and made the following report :

« Your committee, after considering the propriety of taking preliminary
gteps to framing a constitution, and applying for admission as o state into
the Union, beg leave to report that, under the present circumstances, they
deem the movement untimely and inexpedient.’’

The following was offered as a substitute for the report :

¢ Resolved, That this convention, in view of its vecent repudiation of the
acts of the so-called Kansas Legislative Assembly, respond most Leartily to
the call made by the people’s convention of the 15th ult., for a Delegate Con-
vention of the people of Kansas Territory, to be held at Topeka on the 10th
inst., to consider the propriety of the formation of  state constitution, and
such other matters as may legitimately come before it.”? This substitute

* was agreed to,

Thus it appears that this party convention simply approved of the action
of the citizens® convention at Lawrence, and let the matter rest.

A Delegate Convention, irrespeetive of party, was held at Topeka, Sept.
19th and 20th, agreeable to the eall of the mass convention of the 15th of

- August, and the following preamble and resolution were unanimously

»

adopted :

¢ Whereas the Constitution of the United States guarantees to the peaple
of this vepublic the right of assembling together in o peaceable manner for
their common good, to establish justice, insure domestio tranquillity, provide
for the common defence, promote the general welfore, and secure the bless-
ings of liberty to themselves and their posterity ; and whereas the citizens
of Kunsas Territory were preveated from electing members of 1 Legislative
Assembly, in pursnance of a proclamutioﬁ of Gov. Reeder, on the thirtiet}x
of March last, by invading forces from foreizn states coming into the terri-
tory, and forcing wpon the people & Legislature of nop-residents, and o.th-
ers, inimical to the interests of the people of Kanses Territory, defeating
the object of the organic act, in consequence of which the territorial gov-
ernment became a. perfect failuve, and the people were left without any legol
government, until their patience Jias become exhausted, and endurance
ceases to be g virtue ; and they are ecompelled to rosort to the only remedy
Teft — that of forming a government for themselves ; therefore, )

“ Resolved, By the people of Kansas Territory, in Delegnte Convention
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assembled, That an election shall be held in the several election precinets of
this territory, on the second Tuesday of October next, under the regulations
and restrictions hereinafter imposed, for members of & convention to form a
constitution, adopt a bill of rights for the people of Kansas, and take all
needful measures for organizing a state government, preparatory to the
admission of Kansas into the Union asa state.”

At this convention a Territorial Executive Committee was appointed, and
the committee, in accordance with the instructions of the convention, is-
sued a proclamation, commencing as follows :

¢ 70 THE LEGAL VOTERS OF KANSAS,

s Whereas the territorial government, as now constituted for Kansas,
has proved a failure — squatter sovereignty under its workings a miserable
delusion — in proof of which it is only necessary to refer to our past his-
tory, and our present deplorable condition ; —our ballot-boxes have been
taken possession of by bands of avmed men from foreign states, end our
people forcibly driven therefrom ; persons attempted to be foistered upon
us a8 menbers of o so-called Legislature, unacquainted with our wants, and
hostile to our best interests, some of them never residents of our territory ;
misnamed Jaws passed, and now attempted to be enforced by the aid of cit-
izens of foreign states, of the most oppressive, tyrannical, and insulling
chayacter ; the rvight of suffrage taken from us ; debarred from the privi-
lege of a voice in the election of even the most insignificant officers ; the
right of free speech stified ; the muzzling of the press attempted ;—and
whereas longer forbearance with such oppression has ceased to be a virtue ;
and whereas the people of this country have heretofore exerciced the right
of changing their form of government wheh it became oppressive, and have,
at all times, conceded this right to the people in this and all other govern-
ments 3 and whereas a territorial form of government is unknown to the
constitution, and is the mere creature of necessity, awaiting the action of
the people ; and wherens the debasing chavacter of the slavery, which now
involves ug, impels us to action, and leaves us the only legal and peaceful
alternative — the immediate establishment of o state government; snd
whereas the organic act fails in pointing out the course to he adopted in an
emergeney like ours ; therefore, you are requested to meet at your several
precinets in said territory hereinafter mentioned, on the second Tuesday of
Qctober next, it being the ninth day of said month, and then and there
east your ballots for members of a convention, to meet at Topeka on the

fourth Tuesday of October mext, to form o constitution, adopt a bill of
rights for the people of Kansas, and take oll needful measures for organiz-
ing n state government preparatory to the admission of Kansas into the
Union as o State.””

On the fourth Tuesday of October, the Constitutional Convention assem~
Yled ot Topekn, and drafted & constitution, which was submitted to the peo-~
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ple on the fifteenth of December, and Dby them af proved, by a very lorge
majority — men of all parties voting.

Buel, in bief, is the history of the constitutional movement in Kansas;
and, if this is o party movement, it is difficult to sce in what way o eonsti-
tution can be framed and adopted not open to this charge. If the people or
any other portion of them failed to participate, it was their own. fault, and
1ot the fault of thosewho were active. Demoorats, Hards and Softs, Whigs,
Hunkers and Liberals, Republicans, Pro-Slavery and Anti-Slavery men of
all shades participated in the formation of the state government, and if it
be & party movement ot all, it certainly cannot he o movement of one party
alone. Ina republican government, the majority has no power to compel
the minority to vote on any question ; neither bas the minority a right to
ohject to the action of the majority, hecause they did not choose to act with
them.

The President says: ¢ No principle of public law, no practice or pre-
codent under the constitution of the United States, no rule of reason, right
or common gense, confers any such power as that now claimed by o mere
party in the territory. In fact, what has been done is of o revolutionary
character. Tt will hecome treasonable insurvection if it reach the length of
organized resistance by force to the fundamental or any other federal law,
and to the authority of the general government.”

¢ No principle of public law >’ What is the principle of squatter sover-
eignty, then? ¢ No precedent’®? What did Michigan, California, and
other new states do? ¢ No rule of reason, right, or common Sense 27 Is
popular sovereignty unreasonable, unjust and nonsensienl ?  Suppose the
party comprise an overwhelming majority of the people, what then?

Jomes Christian, Bsq, a very honorable and high-minded pro-slavery
gentleman, writes to a friend in Kentucky as follows: 1 believe I informed
you before that I have heen appointed clevk of this (Douglag) county, und?r
the territorinl Legislature ; but we are in such a horrible state of confusion in
vemard to the luws that it don’t pay anything. The free-soilers are in &
Inrge majority in the territory, and they are determined to pay no regard
to the lows; consequently they will not sue nor have any recording done,
go my office is only in name, It is the same all over the territory.”’ .

According to the President, this *large majority > can have no rights,
because they happen to think alike on 8 certain subject, or belong to the
same ‘“party.” It was formerly a principle of democracy th::,t the ma-
jority — especially **large majorities »—ghould rule; but times must
have changed.

TF this © large majority ** persist in setting in mo
it will be * treasonable.”” It was not so, however, in Michigan,
and other states. Dut the people of Kansas do not proposo to veach the
point of organized registonce by force: to the fundamental or any other
federal law, and to the authority of the general goverment,” unless ow
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gtate, °¢ whose constitution clearly embraces a vepublican form of govern
ment, is excluded from the Union because its domestic institutions may not
in all respects, comport with the ideas of what is wise and expedient, enter-
tained in another state.’ .

If our siafe ““be absolutely excluded from admission thevein, that fact
of itself (may) constitute the dizruption of union between it and the other
states, But the process of dissolution could not stop there,’® and we should
have the chief executive on our side in such an event. But no such re-
sult is to be anticipated. When the President fully understands our case,
he can do no less than withdraw his recommendation for an enabling act to
form another constitution, and Congress will admit us without delay.

Also we have confidence that no attempt will be made by the federal au-
thorities to enforce the enactments of a foreign Legislature upon the people
of Kansag. Mr. Christian, the pro-slavery clerk of Douglas County, says,
the people of Missouri came into the territory on the thirtieth of March last,
¢ bearing with them their peculisr institutions — bowie-knives, pistols and
whiskey — to the amount of five or six thousand, carried the election hy
storm, and eleoted every pro-slavery candidate that was in the field, by
overwhelming majorities, thus securing every member of Council and House
of Representatives, in some instances driving from their seats the judges
appointed by the governor, and placing judges from their own number in
their stead, who paid no regard to the instruetions of the executive,’? etc.

It cannot be that the President, after permitting the people of another
state to take from the legal voters their constitutional and organic rights,
will add to the outrage by compelling the people of Kansas to submit to
their authority and obey their enactments. It is bad enough to be deprived
of the right to make laws for ourselves, but it is worse to he compelled to
submit to the Jaws of those who deprived us of that right. Although there
has been and there will be no organized resistance to the selfstyled territo.
rial Legislature, yet nine men out of every ten spurn it with contempt as a
gross outrage upon American citizens, and it is highly proper for the Gene-
ral Assembly to memorinlize Congress npon this subject, as with reference
to the admission of the state into the Union.

The President apologizes for the frequent invasions of Kansas, on the
ground that some northern people talked about the repeal of the Missour
Compromise, and subjects conneeted with the extension of negro hondage,
and because an emigrant aid association had heen formed.

The people of this country have been in the habit of talking ahout the
affairs of government over since the Mayflower discharged her cargo on
Plymouth Rock, but this is the first time that it has been considered an
apology for the invasion of o distant state or tervitory. If the people of
Konsas were accountalle for the loguacity of the North or the silence of
the South, the case might be different.

Emigrant aid associations are nothing new in the United States. When
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Californin was first opened to settlement the same kind of associations Wel'(?
formed, with only this difference: in one case, eac]l' party h-ncl an agent‘ of
its own for the purpose of procuring tickets, arranging detfm]s, &e. ; while,
in the other, all the parties have & common agent. There Is, however, con-
neeted with the aid society for Kansas emigrants, & stock company, for the
purpose of erecting mills, hotels, ete., inthe new couniry ; but the agent of
this society will purchase tickets for o slave-holder as soon 28 .for o free-state
man, and the investments are for the benefit of all settlers alike. No ques-
tions are asked, and no distinctions are made. ) ‘

Had the President visited Western Missouri before any aid society h‘ud
Been formed at the East, he might have found 9 secret, oath-bound associa-
tion, pledged to make Kansas a slave state, penceably.if ﬂ%e.y c?ulcll, for-
cibly if they must. This society has been in active operation since 1t.s incep-
tion, and now threatens to deluge Kansas with the blood of American eit-
izens, for the crime of preferring u free to & slave state.

Algo, it is only necessary to read a fow southern ' journ.als. to see accou.u’fs
in different parts of the South, not of emigrant ‘:Ll(l societies, bu}; of Ezm-‘
grant buying or hiring societies, whick do not sm?l?ly procure .txckets flo1
the emigrants, at cost, irrespective of party o.r condition, but which pay i _1e
fare and expenses of the right Zind of emigrants, and su;?port them in
Kansas one year, more or less, However it may be, the **king can do.no
wrong,’ although it may be wrong for the common people to do as the k'mg
does.

The pebple of Kansas will mot object to aid sov:ieties, whether North o;
South, so long us they treat all parties alike. Emigrants frozn all parts of
the country are received with a hearty welcome, and the mve?tment l;
cupital, whether eastern or western, northern or southern, is greatly
needed. .

The gettlers of Kansas have suffered severe losses and injury from re-
peated invasions from » neighboring state, and it is highly proper that Con-
gress be memorialized upon this subjest. Especiall;r shot{ld the general gov-
ernment repair the injury if has inflicted. All the invasions ?s}ve beex? per-
mitted by the officers of the goveroment, without any opposition, while af
Jeast onewas invited by them. It is the duty of the federal government fo
protect infant territories in their rights ; but Kansas has not only J'JOt been
protected, but it has been actunlly oppressed by those whose duty it was £o0
defend it.

Tt is unjust to any community to gend among them officers, with govern-

ment patronage, whose political sentiments are opposed to the seztm]:lentlsii of
the people, particularly when those officers mount. the stump an sq oue :}:
the rifie for the purpose of crushing out all who dxl?‘er .ﬁ'om them. ..on&
the federal officers of Kansas are charged with undignified con&ucf, an 0126
of them, ot least, with high crimes ; and it is the duty of the I:egxslz?tu;‘_e C
memorislize the President, that our eitizens may be protected in their live
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and inalienable rights, and from unwarrantable interference of officials in
the management of their internal affairs. It is manifestly improper for
the federal officers to dictafe into, or out of Kansas, an institution over
which Congress professes to have no authority. :

Tt is understood that the deputy mavshal has private instructions to arvest
the members of the Legislature, and the state officers, for treason, as soon
as this address is received by you, In such an event, of course, no resist-
ance will be offeved to the officer. Men who are ready to defend their own
and their country’s honor with their lives, can never ohject to & legal inves-
tigation into their actions, nor to suffer any punishment their conduct may
merit, We should he unworthy the constituency we represent, did we shrink
even from martyrdom on the senffold, or at the stake, should duty require
it. Should the blood of Collins and Dow, of Barber and Brown, be insuffi-
cient to quench the thirst of the President and his accomplices, in the hol-
low mockery of ¢ squatter sovereignty ** they ave practising upon the people
of Eansas, then more victims must be furnished. Let what will come, not
a finger should be raised against the federal authority, until theve sholl be
1o hope of relief but in revolution. '

The task imposed upon us is », difficult one ; but with mutual cofperation,
and a firm reliance on His wisdom who makes ¢ the wrath of man praise
him,” we may hope to inaugurate o government that shall not he unworthy

of the country and the age in which we live.

C. ROBINSON.
TorEka, March 4th, 1856.
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CHARGE OF THE BORDER-RUFFIAN BRIGADE.
Trom the New York Evening Post.

s Qg forces amounted to cz'!/hi hundred strong. * ¥ * When we first
reached Lawrence not a human being could be seen. In about an hour
there gathered, in the streets, in front of the hotel, some hundred and fifty
men, * * * WWhen they agreed to surrender, our Men were marched down
in front of the town, and one cannon planted on their own buttlemen.ts.
Cannon were brought in front of the house, and directed their destructive
blows upon the walls ; the building canght on five, and soon its walls came
with n erach to the ground. Thusfell the aholition fortress ! “—Lecomz.)ton
{(border ruffian) Unton, the editor of which was one of the gallant eight
hundred.

1.
Talf o league, half o league,
Half o league onward,
All to the fated town,
Rode the Eight Hundred.
¢ Charge |7 was the captain’s 1y }
No foeman’s bayonet nigh,
No gun to make reply —
¢ Charge ! ** was the gallant erys
And into the fated town.
Tode the Eight Hundred !

jad
No cannon to right of them,
No cannon to left of them,
No cannon in front of them,
Volleyed and thundered !
Stormed at by shot nor ghell,
Boldly they rode and well,
Cowed by no fear of death,
Cowed by no fear of hell,
Tode the Eight Hundred !

T8,

TFlashed all their sabres hare,
Flached all their guns in air,
The gallant Southrons theve,
Charging like fury, while

ATl the world wondered !
Sceing no battery smoke,
Their southern courage woke,
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Then xapil wny their #lroko,

And through the Hies they hroke,
And Lawwreney plandered

Then tho ruflings senapered bule,
All the Bight Tundped |

v,
No cannon to vight of thew,
No oannon {o lefy af them
No asnnon Tohingd them
Valloyud nnd Uranelered
Btovmd at, by shot noy shell,
They, that had redih] e well
Ran, their exploitd to tol],
Tnck o thoir donn trnin,
Buek to theie hovderahell,
The whols Waek horde ol them,
All the Bight Hanidyed !

¥

v,

Ionor the benve ang holil
Tong shadl tho tale g tolil,
Yon, when oup il avo ol
How henvely they plondered !
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