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CHAPTER XXIV.
AN APPEAL TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.

Two years have passed since the territory of Kangas was thrown
open to settlement. Under the Squatter Sovereignty bill, expect-
ing to be protected, settlers came from the far Fast and North, as
woll as from the more Southern and Western States. They had &
right to look for such protection to the President of these United
States in the very provisions of thab bill. How have they beer
protected ?  Let his infamous appointees in the territory — the
vile tools of tyranny — answer to an enlightened publie gentiment.
Let freemen, imprisoned for months on the prairie, under the burn-
ing sun, and amid drenching rains, for no crime but the innate
love of freedom, tell the tale. Let the booming cannon battering
down hotels, and printing-presses thrown into the Kansas river
tell afar the hloody despotism that rules our land. Let the hris-
tling bayonets of the United States army toll how the free settlers
have been outraged and plundered, while ruffian bands have heen
protected by it, under Gov. Shannon’s orders. Let the loud moan
of lone men, murdered by these hordes of the administration, and
the bitter wail of desolate homes, borne on every gale, tell to the
world the blackness of the demon Slavery, and the unmitigated
villany of those who have aided, abetted, and connived at all
these atrocities — those who have hrought disgrace upon cur coun-
try’s name, and clothed their own i darkness so dense, that mo
after aets of a lifetime can crase the stains of blood and guilt.
While the ghost-like forms of their murdered victims flit arcund
their nightly pillows, and the ery, © 0, God! I am murdered'”
comes to them on every morning brecze, and the low plaint of the
insane widow, o5 she starts and listens at every footstep, saying,
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“Is it my hushand ?” as he comes never more, “ 0, my soul,
come not thon into their secrets ! ”

The appointees of the President in this territory, hoth judicial
and executive, have, with two or three exceptions, in every possi-
hle way aided these invasiong of the territory, the mobs, the mur-
ders, the downfall of freedom by fire and sword. When Gov.
Reeder acted out his manliness, and refused to be a tool to carry
out the nefarious plans of the administration, he was dismissed on
a charge so false that even the vile minions of slavery denounced
the President,

This dismissal did not come, however, until the President had
wged Gov. Reeder to resign, promising him an appointment upon
a foreign mission. Then a new governor was appointed. He de-
clined the appointment. Then another was found mean enough
to accept the appointment, after a dismissal of the former govern:
or under such circumstances, and the refusal to accept of the sec-
ond appointee. And well has he fulfilled the promise of mean-
ness, heartlessness, and perfect servility to the great Moloch of
Slavery, an acceptance, at such a time, warranted us to expect.
He made a league with our enemies before he set foot in the ter-
ritory. He brought them against Lawrence, in December, 1855,
hy a tissue of lies. He made a treaty with his own people, when
he found his fiat was not sufficient to annihilate them, When he
feared his own life was in danger, he gave the people of Lawrence
a right to protect themselves, and him. In May a new hords of
blood was brought against Lawrence. The protection of this in-
strument of the slave power was implored again and again; but
the last conference was closed by his demand of the guns heing
given up, because one hundred South Carolinians, just arrived in
the territory, would not be satisfied without, and the hotel must be
destroyed for the same laudable reagon, Magnanimous governor !
What laurels will crown hisbrow, as his name goes down fo pos-
terity ; and how the closing remark of that conference will add
lustre to them !

This brave champion for slavery has dared to tell Ione women
on the Kansas prairies he would “cut their d—da hearts out!”
He has given passes to a few men travelling in the territory, show-
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ing his connection with the murders and outrages daily. commlttec.i.
He has at all times, when outrages have heen committed by his
accomplices, and he feared the just wrath of the pe?ple, proteetei
them by United States troops. e has, when fearing an nt‘t'ac1 ‘
upon Lecompton, been seen entering the scow to cross th_e river
to save himself, and, under the protection of Major Sedgwick, has
made his second visit to the people of Lawrence, and ma.de
another treaty with them, He has asked for an esc?rt to get him
out of the country. But the President, at Iast, seeing the Defn-
ocratic party in danger, has numbered the days of the govern-
or. Leét « de mortaibus nisi honum ” be our motto. .Judge Le-
compte wag particularly qualified to be the chie.f‘ justice in Ka.z;?as,
by his want of legal Lknowledge, and lack of mtejllectual {1]:)1 1ty
His particular forte in packing juries, and instructing grand Julolls
to indiet; freedom-loving citizens for high treason, as well as hote‘s
and printing-presses as nuisances, has probably f’u]ﬁlle‘c'i the Prf}sll-
dent’s expectations in regard to him, as well as made him a worthy
fellow-worker with the decapitated governor. Another of th.e judges
declared that he would leave the bench to assist in alzrest.mg per-
sons who said they would pay no regard to the terrxtorlal. laws.
Such has been the partisan character of all th?se uppomteis.
‘When Congress was memorizlized as to these gr)levz.mcos off" ;chg
people, and a plain statement was laid bef"ore t!ne I res_ldent o‘ m-
invasion of Marech thirtieth, he signified his al_lmnce with the ra .
ans by removing Gov. Reeder, During the siego of Lawren@, 11;
which Gov. Shannon had for his counsellors men ‘.f'rom Westpor
and Independence, when Clark, the Indian agent, in 2 mo];. wan-
ton manner, murdered an unarmed man, Judges Lecompte, : m(])rf‘;
Johnson, Cato, and Burrill, being of the same pm‘ty; :II'S t Sy tclel ‘
Lacompton, on their way to head~qua;-ters on the Wa xaru.a{ ;
President was silent. He offered no protection o the peop E (131 1
Lawrence. He has done nothing since towards -ihe .1'emoval o ‘t o
murderer. When, however, a new invasion being in .prel)ftraltff)n,
word was sent to him, he suddenly found jchat some fhm‘gs m \g?(i
sas required his interposition. His s:pecml mes;sngev f\ém cll)oix(;' ; !
upon the House, and his proclamation £oon follow Ld. ol
speak of the murder by his official? Not one word.




L

COUNTY COMMU
243 NE 30 RD - Groat b

end

346 KANSAR,

reprove thu governor - the very man atter his own hear in puilt
weakness o for hig unpedlele] eourse of oppression (g no{
He ol the peaeeably sobtders in Kansas, wha :m‘lcml hiQ’ »1'0:
teetion, that he would * enfores the laws ™ of the ,hwrial.'u%u'(‘
:l;ﬂ;t(!dﬂllylIZ\“\‘?:\'(HH'i{lNH, “with the army und navy of t,hr:) i}I;itcgi
Hlades, o moreover, inthnated vory str ab frog
Deen or would be ummni'ttml. e voRg ROt tcsson
Again and ngain frcuptions wore made into the territory,  Tho
badtot-hoxes wore tnken by foreo 5 and on the soventeenth of .Tz.m-
unry another murder, so teeeible in all ity harbavitios tlﬂu(; tho
,n‘thul shudders at the thought, way committed in the torritory,
Huf l'u:nplu, oppressed by eolldl unprecedented, nnd many of them
ﬂ‘nﬂurm;g for the netusl wants of 1ife, wore harassed imurly b
Liwrs ol the assassing Vet the President was dwuh, Sprinz
aumg, :n}(l carth and sky rejoient with mutual gludness in mi
Dadmy wies and wp-springing verdure,  Business rovived, und the
people oped in some measuro to vetriove theiv losses of tho lag
fall’y in‘vnnicm 3 bt the demon Slavery wus yob insntinto,  Armed
Bands i}wn Missourd, South Cuvoling, and Alabama, poured inbo
the tovritory.  They openly proelaimed they eamo to ¢ fight and
to vote, und would roturn to their homes.”  Thego things wore
known to the country.  Was the President ono of thoso who,

o 1
having ayes, see not, nl cars, hopr not "¢ Thoy enme, and
T nIne, .

were envollud ay the militin of the territury — mon so degraded
#0 debuuched, that one of their officos in nmp paid « t]m);
never had had so good w homo as that before.” fl.‘hﬁy wore
t!m proper instewments to do the work desired hy the administrae
monm‘ H!Lt‘.]\‘.il){,;'b()\\r'llﬂ, robbing and amudering innocent peoplo;
rll‘tlx:(l) tll'iﬂ Ll:{:i (1;(‘1 un«llm' tho ordery f‘)l’ the United States Marshal,
anm;g}, ’),‘y aouaxh, wi Qpcn for g(nugreyl t.sXLuynxin:ntiOll of
| people, boeause, by tho orders of Judgo Locompto, a
fow of the loaders lind heon thrown inuto prison, and oth’ors
drivon off, ’

' Lowrenco way destroyed.  Osawattomio was sacked, Cuor-
illa bmvlda blockaded the highways, and murdered poaceable citi-
zwng, Did Fhu President do anything? ‘When by a “;01%1 ho
could have given Kansag the long-sought-fur pence, ho seid it not.
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o TWhite House rose between him and the suffering dwellers in
Kansus.  1To had heen struek with official blindness, and saw not
how, when ho had been their willing agent, their pliant tool the
southern party would east him off a8 o worthless thing, ITe had
gone too Jow; ho had crouched too humbly; he could not be
trusted,  So they gave him o complimentary voto wlien ho eame
nefore that Cinsinuati Convention, in the words of a Massachusotts
gongtor, “ with tho hurid Hght of the sacked and burning dwellings
of Kunsus flashing on his hrazen brow, and with tho blood of tho
peaplo of Kungas dripping from his hands.” When our people
attemptod to right their wrongs by assembling to momorializo
(fongeess, an urmed Dody of United Statos troops rushed in wpon
them, and commanded their dispersion, Thig act, on the Fourth
of July, 1856, makes the thixd act of this kind chronicled in
history, 'While such things are heing sanctioned in Kansas, the
Missonrd vivor is infosted by pivates, and closed to peaccablo olti-
song. The President still looks on unmoved, and permits outrages
which long ago would have been mado tho pretox for o bloody
war, had ono tenth part of tho wrongs been committed by a
foreign powor,

Wo have fullen upon the cvil times, in our country’s history,
when it is trcason to think, to speak a word against the evil of
ov in favor of free labor, In Kansas, prisons or instant
death by burbarians are the roward ; and in the Senate, wiclders
of bludgeons aro honored by the state which has sent ruffians fo
dusolato Kansng,  Bub in this veign of misrule the Prosident and
Iis advisers have fuiled to noto the tywe effect of such oppression.
o fires of liberty have heen rekindled in the hearts of our
people, and burn in yet brightor flame under 'midnight skies
{llumined by their own burning dwellings. The sight of lawless,
rutliless invadors, acting under the United States government,
has {illed them with that «deep, dark, sullen, teeth-elench?d
silenco, bespouling their hatred of tyranny, which armed 2 Wil
linm Tell and Charlotte Corday.”  The hest, the boldest uttorance
of wan’s spirit for frecdom will not be withheld. The adminis-
tration, with the most insane malignity, has prepared the way f‘o}r
o - vil war, and the extormination of freemen in Kansas. Wxt*
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untiring malice, it has endeavored to effect this by the aid of a
corzupt judiciary, packed juries, and reckless officials. TIn viola-

tion of the Constitution of the United States, no regard was paid
to the sacred rights of freemen in their persons and property,

Against the known sentiment and convietion of half the nation
these deeds of infamy have been plotted, and have heen diligently
carried on. That a people are down-trodden is not evidence that
they are subdued. The crushed energies are gathering strength ;

and, like @ strong man resting from the heats and toils of the
day, the people of Kansas will arise to do battle for liberty ; and,

when their mighty shouts for freedom shall ascend over her hillg

and prairies, slavery will shrink back abashed. Life, without
liberty, is valueless, and there are times which demand the noble

sacrifice of life, The people of Kansas are in the midst of such
times; and amid discomfiture and defeat men will be found who

for the right will stand with sterner purpose and bolder front.

Kansas will never be surrendered to the slave power. God has

willed it! Lawrence, the city whers the plunderer fuasted at the

Lospitable table, and, Judas-like, went out to betray it, will come

forth from its early burial eclothed with yet more exceeding

beauty. Out of its charred and blood-stained ruing, where the -
flag of rapine floated, will spring the high walls and strong para-

pets of freedom. The sad tragedics in Kansas will be avenged,

when freedom of speech, of the press, and of the person, are

made sure by the downfall of those now in power, and when the

song of the reaper is heard again over our prairies, and, instead

of the clashing of arms, we see the gleam of the ploughshare in

her peaceful valleys. Men of the N orth, shall the brave hearts
in Kansas struggle alone ?
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