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PREFACL

IR NMIESE Reconnrerions grow oub of o long deferved pur-
pose Lo publish a selection of my specches on publie
questions, hut in eollecting them it heeame manifost

that they should ho aceompanied or preceded by a statement of

the eircumstances that attonded their delivery, The attempt
to furnish sueh a statement led o a review of the chief cvents
of my publie life, which covers the period extending from

1804 to the preseut time, The seetional frouble that precedd

the Civil War, the war itself with all its attendant horrors and

snerilices, the abolition of slavery, the reconstruetion meas-
ures, and the vast and unexampled progress of the republie
in growth and development sines the war, prosented a fopie
worthy of o belter historian than 1 am, SHIL as my Hife was
interwoven with these events, 1 coneluded that it was helter
that 1 state my recolleetion of what T saw or heard or did
) in those stirving thmes rather than whal T osaid, Whether
Chis conelusion was o wise one the rewder must judge,  Sgo-
tism s w natural trait of mankind, 1 il is exhibited inoa
moderate dogres we pardon it with o smiley if b is exeessive
we condemmn it as o weakness, The ife of one wan is but an
atom, but if it is conneeted with great events it shares in
their diguity amd importance,  Influenced by this reasoniug

I concluded to postpone the publication of my speeches except

so far as they arve quoted or deseribed in these memoirs,

When | entered npon their preparation the question arose
whether the hook to be written was to he of my life, includ-
ing ancestry and hoyhood, or to be eontined to the finuncial
history of the United States with which T was mainly iden-
tiflad,  This was settled by the publishers, who were more
interested in the number of copies they conld sell than in
the finances of the United States,
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iV PREFACH,

Every man has o theory of linaues nf; hi(-g«mu,' TR B
indifferent to any obher. Al hest the sulgeet 1 s e
Still, the problem of providing mowey to FRTEN on LS URTE
sive operations of w great war, amd fo provide frr the pasuoen
of the vast debt ereated during the war, wis et 1 e
tance to the conduet of armies, wid these who wers el
in solving this problem were as muel soblivrs as thee meen
who were carrying muskets or eomnuushoge armies. As one
of these I fecl it my duty lo present the npsisure aduptesd
and to claim for thein sueh merit as they deserve,

These volumes do contain the frue history of thee el
financial measures of the United Studes governmment doring
the past forty yours, My hope is U these whe rewd them
will be able to correet the wild delusions of wany et
¢itizens who hecamae infected with the greendswk eree,” or
the “free coinage of silver,”

My chief vegrob is that the Tt of thes vedunnes did e
permit mo to extend wmy nurative to the wemeaudde battles
and marches of the Civil War, nor to a muore el st
of my associates who distinguished thenesdves in eivil life
The omission of military narrative is wdmivably eompensatyd
by the memoirs of the great commnders wy either side, g
better yot hy the vast colleetion and  pubdieation, by the
United States, of the * Records of the Rebedlion,” Phe dfetnpt
to inelude in those volumes my estimate of distinguislsd
men still living who participated n the events paemtod
would greatly extend thew wnd might leud to st iee,

One of the fortunate vesults of the Civil War hus Deon fo
diminish the sectional projudies that previonsly existed hoth
in the north and in the south, | would not cheek this el
ency, but will gladly confribute in overy wity possible toop
hearty union of the people of wl sections of our vonntry,
not only in matters of government, bub wlso in ties of proend
will, mutual respect wid fratornity,  The existonee of slivery
in some of the states was the cause of the war, wod $ts wli-
lition was the most important vesult of the war. So great a
change naturally lod to disorder wnd violence where sluvery
had existed, but this condition, it is helieved, is pussing wway.

PRERACS, v

Therelore T have not entered in detadl into the measures
adopted as the result of the abolition of slavery. ‘

This preface is hardly necessary, hut l.umn]‘»ly .mth the
goneral enstont of adding ab the beginning, instead of the end,
an apology Tor writing a hook.  This seems fo me to 'lm Hl(‘.
chief object of a preface, and 1 add to it an appeal for the
kindly cousideration of the readers of these volumes,

‘ JOIN SHERMAN,

Mansrienb, Owro, August 30, 1800,




