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CHAPTER XIV.,
Al AHTHA,

Iv s often liflenlt, some one hoe snid, to mans
agre the fubure of un heaoie aetion oa prabidem no
more formddsbde for mdividnals than for states,
A eeeptiound, Laillinnt past dernmds o proswent
wid o future that sddl st becont of barmony or
full inte autielinna, Kawow hos ao siygnifieant
wnd wemersdhde hivtory 3 the teeritorind straggle
converted w0 wilbanewi, which Tuel litile elaim
upon e interest of wandiud, into historie ground,

But now we seaeh n different epoeh, From the
date of settlonnat until the elose of the war for
the Dhadon, thougel in the Inber stagees 36 broke
down iute divereditubde politieal intrigue and murs
duroun bushfipghting, the history of Kensan pur
sned o single theme, The war for the Union
ennghit up wond nationadized the verdiet of the ter-
ritorial broil,

I the Targe influx of eolored people from the
South in 1RTR=TY there was fidesd o striking af
terspiees of the bovder confliet,  Out of the unset-
tled condition of affuirs in the South, out of the
frictions und hardships unaveidable in o radieal
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reconstruction of society, an extensive colored ex-
odus sprang.  Reports were rife that in Kansas
—n name glorified in their minds as having
some vague connection with emancipation — better
homes, larger opportunities, kindlier treatment,
awaited them than could be expected clsewhere.
A colored convention, attended by delegates from
fourteon states, met at Nashville, Tennessee, May
Tth, 1879, and advised colored people of the South
to “ emigrate to those states and territories where
they can enjoy all the rights which are guaran-
tied by the laws and constitution of the United
States.” The excitement, fanned by outrages and
demagogues, became intense. Notwithstanding
the conciliatory efforts of Southern planters and
the warnings of prominent colored leaders, who op-
posed migration as a remedy for grievances, not
legs than forty thousand negroes reached Kansas
in every stage of destitution, These fugitives re-
lief societies took in charge; provided with shel-
ter, clothing, and food ; organized into new colo-
nies, or distributed among the older communities.

On the whole, they seem to have improved their

circumstances by the flight, though at the expense

of much temporary discomfort. It was dramat-

ically befitting —a fact not destitute of pathetic

and poetic suggestion — that Southern negroes,

in the extremities of reconstruction, should have

turned their eyes toward the state where the first

blow was struck for their freedom.
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Thae prple of Ransas e 1860 deapped  the
wwerd und paepend the plhow, o A Happy nation,”
msys Hoadong iy beode e as o i which the
bsbinnd s basod povn the plos sl the onsewife's
o Chee peeed B Vhospde eanbarronnd Trom 1864
far IR }4:«; Predian Deotibitien, tn wlnel ab loast a
theamsaned cifieens bost thedr Biven and mueh prop.
erty was destrowod stk avrched by wevasional
dremghi thonsh vitesd an 18T by plagaes of Jo.
emta wliel desabated lavpre distvietsy devouring
fraits, wepetables, wied yeavms with ineshistible
vorueiby, so that the Doniline story of destitule,
starviogr Koo was heard voen wmore, yob fow
Amerivag vommenwenh e e v made so
tneh mnterial P i bwenty v,

Thin pogrens appuears e nowe remarkable
whea wee copsider the peaperapliaenl tions enr
vent ity vewrs e, ool to mention thoss that
Benpboar Grevn, af Misanrd, avowed so labe as the
Lecomptom slebates Ity yewrn ageo o agrienl-
turnd futurs was thongeht possible for Konosas, 1t
belonged o thit vast. Meditersan traet, the
gronter purl of which Teving thaught wonld # form
w lnwlens dnterval between the abuodes of eivilized
mon, ke the wastes of the oeean or the deserts
of Avabin, oo Here may spring up new and
mongrel raves, ko new formations in geology, the
amadgumations of the débris and abrasions of for-
mer raees elvilized and savages o, L the deseend-
ants of wandering hunters and trappers 3 of fu-
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gitives from the Spanish and American frontiors;
of adventurers and desperadors of every class and
country, yearly ejected from the bosom of society
into the wilderness.”

Trving’s prophecy went wide of the mark, No
mongrel races, the detritus of neighboring eivili-
zadions, overrun Kansas. The wastes have disap-
peared or are disappearing. And recent writers
do not hegitato to pronounce the Great American
Desert o myth,

LLittle was done, as has been said before, to test
the material resources of Kansas until the close
of the Rebellion, The Indians, it is true, dab-
bled in agriculture. They succeeded in raising
slender crops of corn, beans, and pumpkins. Rev.
Thomas Johnson and other missionaries tried in-
effectually to deepen their practical interest in the
goil. During the territorial period political inter-
ests compelled a paramount attention. When the
war for the Union broke out there followed a still
greater diversion from farm industry. ¢ One half
of our entire population, between the ages of eigh-
teen and forty-five,” Governor Robinson wrote
September 1st, 1862, “is in the army.”

The population of Kansas in 1865 was 135,807.
In the two succeeding decades the increase reached
nearly a million souls, an immigration scarcely
precedented in volume. A corresponding agricul-
tural development followed, which placed Kansas,
according to the census of 1880, seventeenth on
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Hoe Had of stafen u value of prenluets, and
eiphile i valie of Bve sbhe T IRSE 1 wheat
erop wine AT fashoe ke i ST RRL
e T Pl voen e wene froan 101L021,T18
Powadoeds am Dosdt o Poni sV ess o Jwsd, Othor
bossm b of Do bt ey advianeel proportionnlly
dirpee thos yoaes D900 wo a1 1859%9 Kunsus
sundord oy the vt slates o merienltnl
prosdi i,

Meteogrdegrieal vliagees huve sevompanied the
sebtlement of Bunovn Howevor the fuet, may b
sxplatind, whatever ageney the sadden and ox.
fetsive agnienlture o the planting of artificial for
el whicl, fnehidiog fraitfrees, wore atinuded
i INSE ut ITERI0 aeres, ey Taeve sxerted, the
wennd of el radn fudl, aecordingg to the fore.
most, Kunss iatleadty il matters, Profissor
Suow, of this Siate UViveraity, showa wn ineronss
of five invhes in astern Kanst dusing the last
bwenty vinrs comparad with a like prosettlonent
perionde I this swogrment] peecipitation the west
vin thind of Kanss b shaeed, butoso niodemtely
wbo premine Bt for agreienlture,  Appurently
nueeessful Tueming in Ot vegrdon must await the
introduction of some provticable system of jrigas
tion,

The erention of w great state in the wildermess
of Kansas winee TRGH iu mainly o feat of the redl-
rouc, ¢ IT thin invention," suid Emerson, Yhaes
reducod England (o o thivd of its size by bring-
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ing people so mueh nearer, in this country it has
given a new celerity to time, or anticipated by
fifty years the planting of tracts of land.” With-
oub the adventurous forecast and push of railway
corporations, which drew public attention to the
resources of Kansas and put them within reach,
ity sebtlement, like that of older states, would have
stretehed over a much longer period. By a sys-
tem of advertising which skillfully scized upon
avenues of communication — newspapers, pam-
plilets, traveling agents, national and interna.
tional exhibitions — these ecorporations greatly
abridged the ordinary course of events. Rail-
ways now penetrate every part of the state, —

“ And thateh with towns the prairies broad.”

At the last national census Kansas had reached
the ninth place among the states in railway mile-

age. January, 1885, the amount of main track

exceeded four thousand miles.

Certainly Kansas is assured of whatever star-
ward encrgy may treside in numbers or in ma-
terial prosperities. That their tendency is not
altogether ennobling and uplifting social philoso-
phers have been careful to point out. Matthew
Arnold ventures his hope for the future on rem-
nants in Israel who have not bowed the knee to
Daal. Carlyle sneers at political economy, and
disparages Americans in particular as a genera-
tion of dollar-hunters.

COUNTY COM
am MR 30 R . Cares
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O, hotter far the beivfout e

OF Athesee sl oomsimnnl whowe plistte powar

T Beanty mafe from Dt i words or stono

Of Hone, Taiv quarey where Hoeee vageles erowd

W L fulgopears vaocabont e worbd b blown

Privaplint vtorm wod seeds ul golity

OFf Vendes, finding ao'vr ey shiploc sy,

Tawh ividenrenee of o fuding el

Thon this inert prosperity

Thiv hovine wonforet in the sesee alone 1

More Digness will not do mueh for o state or
nation exeepl in polities, whers heavy woights
tell, Tollwud, with lwited avea and population,
ts the motlier of Hustrions stadespien, soldiors, and
geholurs, wied ab one e eliunpioned the enuse of
freedom for the wendd,  Bot while industeinl and
numerieal progross does net necessarily imply
progress in eultive, yeb it uys broad foundations
wpon which cultiowe miy build, I endarges the
soope of possibilities, "Il outeome of nosplendid
material development will turn on the question
}vhcstlu-r high moral, intellectual, wsthetie, and
idenlizing forces minglo in ity we
AN sob ony pulse i tune with monds divine”
Kangag is not wanting in these superior forees,
v . ) o N .

The New Bngland colonists, though feebly influ.
enced by motives of teehnical theology, gave in-
mediate attention to the establishment of o chureh.
Octobor 1st, 1854, Rev. 8. Y. Laun preachod a
‘Lawrence the first sermon delivered to white men
in the territory. The Pioncer Hotel served as
& meeting-howse. “ A fow rvough boards were

brought for seats,” Mrs. Robinson wrote, ¢ and
with singing by several good voices among the
pioneers the usual church services were performed.
. . . The people then, as on many succeeding sab-
baths, were gathered together by the ringing of
a large dinner bell”” Plymouth Congregational
Church was organized October 15th, with seven
members, and is the oldest in Iansas. Other
denominations began work in the territory at an
early day. But as the religious history of the
commonwealth exhibits little that is exceptional,
it will not now be set forth at large. To home
missionaries —to their patient, self-denying, he-
roic and sometimes pevilous service — Kansas is
heavily indebted. The State had 2046 church
organizations in 1884, with a membership up-
wards of 185,000.

Educational matters have awakened strong in-
terest in Kansas and cxhibit praiseworthy prog-
ress, though the expectations of the Senate Com-
mittee on Education for 1858-9 have not as yet
been roalized. It should be the aim of the edu-
cators of Kansas,” said the optimistic committee,
in a report recommending that the schools should
be supplied with Webster’s dictionaries, o make
this territory a model state in American lit-
erature. In this new territory we have all the
requisite elements for building up a system of
universities, colleges, schools, and seminaries of
learning unequaled by any other on the globe.

;
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Your committes believe it in the provinee of the
people of Kunsas 1o inauprate an edueational
gystem which shall perfect the Fnglish language
as well ag Koglish literatuee TG may have been
gympathy, moro or loss conseious, with these lib-
eral oxpectations that indueed the tervitovial log-
falatire™ in the sessionn of 185560 Lo incorporate
cighteen wuniversitios amd ten colloges! Oub of
those bwenty-vight institutions, twenty-ive Tave
perisliod — o morlality unparallelod in the history
of edueation,

Governor Reeder commended the subject of
sehools Lo the legislature assombled ot Pawnee,
gaying, with admirable point, [t is always bet-
ter to pay for the edueation of w boy than the
punishment of & man”  Lhe fiest ferritorial legis-
lature, which was more modest in the mabtor of
universitios than most of the Tegisladures thab fol-
Jowed, sines it incorporated only thiee, provided
for the ostablishment of sehools in cach county,
«which shiall bo open and freo to evory class of
white citizens,” and diveeted that half the fines
paid into county treasuries shoukd bo applied to
their support.  Whon the legislature fell into the
hands of the free-stato men in 1857, they recon-
structed and liberalized the school systom, and
created the office of territorinl superintendont.
Yet, as & matter of fact, almost nothing was done
under territorial laws until 1859. January Ist,
1859, not more than five school districts had been
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organized in Douglass County which was better
circumstanced in this matter than the other coun-
ties. DBut before June, thirty additional districts
were organized. And during this period consid-
erable educational machinery was set up in the
rest of the territory.

In Lawrence private schools began at'an carly
date. ¢ You have laid out grounds for a college,”
Mr. Lawrence wrote Governor Robiuson, Novem-
ber 21st, 1854, «“and will have a good one, with-
out doubt, in due time; but in the first place
you must have a preparatory school.”  On the
16th of January, 1855, a private school —tho ear-
liest in the territory of any kind — was opened in
the Emigrant Aid building. It continued four-
teen or fifteen weeks, with an attendance of twenty
gcholars. From its close, three terms of private
school, for three months or less, comprised all the
educational facilities of Lawrence until the 30th
of March, 1857, when a select school of larger
pretensions was opened. It continued for two
years, with O. L. Edwards as principal, and was
called the “Quincy High School,” in honor of
Josiah Quincy, of Boston. ¢ A school is now in
progress under the Unitarian Chureh, with two
teachers and about fifty scholars,” said a letter-
writer April 17th, 1857.

In the spring of 1857 Mr. Lawrence gave ten
thousand dollars to the city of Lawrence, the in-
come of which should be devoted to school pur-
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pHIseR, Oripiusily w awemonial vollegte woums to
lowve been in il Yo shall hove oo colloge,”
T wrate Rev, Bpluaim Nute, of Lawrenery, De-
mernber Dl 100, @ whieh shall be o sehool of
Jraraing, minl al s soane time o monanwad W per-
preiuate e npmnnry of oo martyes of liberty
who fell duringe the veeent strmpehes, Beneath it
their b ohud] veste Tooit oladl burn the light
of Bty whivh slisd]l never be pabingraished,
It shall e el Ui @ Py State Collegzey” and all
s Frivande of freedosn almdl b dnvited to lend
a hedping Dl Pl dressm iud i Gouching,
thomgeli seeidental wel slidowy yendization,  No
froneatintse valligns wine ever hailly, bat o niaking
oxenyitioms fur the i building of the State
University workmen disinterred the renaing of &
dend soblivr,

For  tinge the ineore of the ten thonsand dol-
Lo win applied to the wupport of thee Quiney
Iigh Selwol, Thin fund atiracted the uhlention
of religions denmminations, nmong whieh no less
i thret see Presbiytevin, Congrrepeationnlints,
and Bpiscopalinus sl by hopes of obtaining
16 as o nuelons for endownient, abtempted the s
tablishiment of w colligro in Lawwrenes, The Pros-
bytoviuns wore fieat in the field, weentred wite, and
ladd tho foundations of w colley huilding,  Inthe
spring of 1859 the ¢ Cireulnr of {hs Lavwreneo
University ® appesrod, announcing that on “In-
stitution of Learning of the firat cluss hos beon
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chartered and established at Lawrence, Kunsas.
... The institution will open on the 11th of
April next [1869], and continue for & term of
three months,” In the faculty “eminent teach-
ors ” and ¢ distinguished educators ” were found,
so that the institution confidently promised to fur-
nigh the ¢ culture and discipline essential to sue-
cess and eminence in any walk of life.”” Dut the
undertaking did not prosper. Denominational
feuds hurb it, and failure to got possession of the
Lawrence fund completed its ruin.  “ We did not
feel justified as a board,” wrote the secretary of
the trustees to Mr. Lawrence, “to commence a
university in Kansas at the present time without
the benefit of your fund.” In 1860 the Congre-
gationalists took up the enterprise and proposed
to build a « Monumental College.” An act of
incorporation was procured, a board of trustees
elected, and a subscription paper circulated. The
subscription paper met with some success. Money
and material to the amount of four thousand dol-
lars, town lots, twenty acres of land in Lawrence

and twelve hundred elsewhere were pledged, pro-

vided thirty thousand dollars should be raised

before January 1st, 1861. That sum could not

be secured, and the effort failed. Finally the

Episcopalians took the business in hand. They

effected an organization, chose trustees, and so-

licited funds to complete the « Lawrence Univer-

sity.” Governor Robinson writes May 22d, 1861,
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that the ® Tpiseopal Collige trustees ™ have pur colleges or universitics which constitute an im-

portant factor of educational work in the state.

chased the site and basenent of the building com-
meneed last year by the Presbytorians, and are
anxious to seeure the Lawreenes fund, Bub they
dicd uob geb the money, aned aecomplished little
beyoud @ partial eompletion of the unfinished
building.

The muehaought ten thousand dollavs fell at
Tast Lo the Stale University, as did the assets of all
the contemplated eollogen in Lawrenes thab pro-
euded ity and had decisive influenes in determin
ing wheve it should ho placed,  «T'he legislature
has passed o law,” Governoe: Robinson wrote Mr,
Lawrenes Fobraary 23d, 1863, « loeating the State
(Tnivorsiby at Lawrenee, on condition that fifteen
thousand dollus shall be paid into the treasury in
six months, and forty aeres of land given to the
Universiby,  1F these conditions are not complied
with,then the Univewsity s [to el located of
Bmporia. . . . It was with pgreat difliculty that
thoe loeation was sceured here, and nothing saved
us bub the inducements of your fund.”

Tho sehool system of Kansas does not require
elaborato oxposition in this place.  Tn addition to
primary and intermedinte sehools, the stato sup-
ports three higher institutions, which are in sue-
cessful and progressive operation, the Normal
School at Timporia, the Agricultural Collego ab
Manhattan, and the University at Lawrence.
Seven religious denominations have established

Among Kansas teachers, it is due them to say, a
commendable alertness, enthusiasm, and ambition
prevail. Their work gives evidence that the very
highest mission of education is not wholly unap;
preciated. That mission cannot bo accomplished
by processes, however admirable, of drill and ac-
quisition alone. Recognizing the fact that moral
and sentimental problems are by no means the
least important*for a community; that the first
order of citizenship is impossible without the ser-
vice of the impassioned imagination to body forth
living, vivid conceptions of ethical and esthetical
realities, the ideal education creates vitalized in-
telligence, alive and responsive to whatever is
nobly said or done.

In the ministry of physical environment, which,
in its higher forms, is a perennial source of ws-
thetic, idealizing, poetic inspirations for commu-
nities as well as individuals, Kansas at once has
drawbacks and advantages. Expanses of rolling
prairie, flattening on the western border into level
plaing, sparingly watered with brooks and riv-
ers, unbroken by great mountain ranges, without
the shadows, recesses, and deep seclusions of pri-
meval forests, exposed and bare to all the garish
sunshine of the year, have obvious limitations of
scenic power. Yet there are compensations. Some
phases of beauty shine in magnificent exhibition.
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There may ho Been gorgeous splendors of cloud-
glory 3 lastrous stavlight aned moonlight in com-
parison with which northern heavens seem faded
ad withdrawn s the winter greenery of wheat
fields: tho faint, delicate blush of wmaeple buds
phat sometimes give signs of life in February ; the
brilliant Bloom of wild erab-apple and Judas trees,
greoting tho spring i expanses of landsenpe rich
with hall tropieal vegotation, figgured with infinite
interpluy of light and shide, —
# Vst wn Lho wky opminet whose wahnet shores,
Wit nfter wive the billowy grocuness pours.”

It only vemains to note the cuger, restloss, pro-
grossivo wpirit which distinguishes Kunsns,  This
spirit has appeaved and i appearing variously, It
is exhibited in the gront and aw yet unsettlod tom-
perancs agitation, which amenderd the organie law
of the stute by the introduction of prohibitory
elauso 3 in the admission of both soxes to the State
University from the date of its foundation ; in the
sorvice of women as county superintendents of
schools and as universiby regonts and professors ; in
litexary and art civeles, which form an intoresting
foature of various towns j in the Woman's Social
Selence Club, an organization that embraces Kan-
sas and Western Missourd, and lolds semi-annual
meetings for the discussion of socinl, domaestic,
hygienic, and literary topics. Such an aggressive
and ambitious temper, which has the nerve to
venture, to experiment, if need be, ab the expense
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of tradition and precedent, promises effectual de-
fense against enervating influences —against the
insidious lethargy of fierce summer heats and that
«hovine comfort” of broad and teeming acres
which Lowell deprecates.

The history of Kansas which began three dec-
ades ago with a wilderness, with the fence and
gkirmigh that preluded a tremendous civil war,
closes with a great commonwealth rich in the

material and immaterial things essential to life.
g1
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